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| 2 Na Book that has not 
LY TAs a Dedication. prefix d, 
there is a fort of Ne- 
ceſſity of a et] 
FD from 

uction. 
However, d not alone conſult 
that Part of Deeency in my Rea- 


ſons for this Pre 15 but penned 


it, wich regar that I thought 


ſomething ought to be hid on che 
W. Work in . 


1 The 
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The kind Entertainment the 
Town-gave to the Lady's Libra- 
7y, the Succeſs it met with, and 
the great Call there was for it, 
even from the moſt diſtant Coun- 
ties, though it was ſwell'd out 
into three Volumes, and fold at 
a pretty - handſome Price, made 
me think that a GENTLEMAN's 
LI AR Y might be a Copy of no 
great Hazard to a Bookſeller, and 
make an Edition of particulat Uſe , 
and Service to young Gentlemen 
coming into the World. : 
Whatever Advantages w we have 
from Education from Example, 
or Precept, on our firſt Entrance 
on the Stage of Life, we meet 
with Accidents and Temptations 
to withdraw us from Morality, 
and ſtand in need of Supplemen- 
zal I nftruction, and a new Di- 
a rector, 


to the RR AD E R. 

rector, to confirm us in our Con- 
duct. Views of Pleaſuræ and In- 
ability of Humour, lead us into 
a thouſand Inconveniences, againſt 
which, we are neither armed by 
Prudence, ' Reaſon, or | Gontinence. 
As to the Precepzs contained in 
this Treatiſe, I have put them to- 
| gether, according to my Power, 
in a Manner that may make them 
uſe eful and entertaining. To this 
„I. End, as often as my Memory 
ſerv'd, I have interſpers d them 
with Seer, in Poetry, Ex- 
amples from Hiftory, and Arioms 
that were in Credit with the Sages 
of Antiquity. The gay Part of the 
World are ſo ſtartled at Morality, 
when merely ſuch, when they think 


it is all dry and crabbed, and the 


whole Y . penn d fow:? nſtruc- 
ro without any Regard to their | 
\ A4 Pleaſure, 


P R A NM C E 


PHleaſure, that they cannot per- 


ſuade themſelves to give it a Pe- 


ruſal, or hold any Converſation 


with a Book, that does not by 
ſome pan inſinuate itſelf to their 


| Fancics, and give them e ion, 


to make the . digetied. 


Sed velats, pueris abſynthin tetra modentes 
Cum dare conantur, prius oras pocula circum 
Contingunt dulci mellis | favdque liquore. - 


ſays Ducretinsz as we anoint che 


Rims: of the Cup with Honey 
to engage Children to drink. up 
the bitter Potion, ſo I have la- 
boured to humour the Squea- 


miſſmeſs of the Times, ſoften 


the Harſhneſs of Diſcipline and 


Duty, and give them down in a 
Pa,abircie that is ſweet and palata- 


: And to be yet the leſs de- 
ic and magiſterial i y 
Riker b have all along males: 


ul, „ ned 


to the READER. 
vour'd, rather to recommend than 


177 to counſel than oblige; for 
as Monſieur Bruyere, with much 


Modeſty, premiſed to his Book, 
What I have written is not defirn- 


ed for Maxims; thoſe are like Laws 
in Morality ; add I have neither 


Genius nor Authority 70 quali 5 
me for a Legiſlator. 
Demoſtbenes, in an Oration; to 
erſuade the Athenians not to 


| change any Law upon ſmall and 
frivolous Pretences, informs us of 


a Cuſtom which prevail'd among 
the Loariams, That whatever Man 
ſhould propoſe to make-any-new 
Law, muſt do it with a Rope 
about his Neck; which he was to 


be ſtrangled i in, if he did not car- 
ry his Point. This was ſuch- a 


Guard and Deſencę to the Laws, 
that they had but one new one 
made 
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made in more than two hundred 


Vears. Had the preſcribing Rules 


in Morality now ſtood on the | 
ſame Terms of Danger, I ſhould | 


have been leſs forward in ventu- 
ring to give this Aſſiſtance: How- 
ever, I ſhould have evaded the 


Penalty, becauſe, as I ſhall anon 


more particularly obſerve, I have 
antruded but very little /Vove/ry : 

Af I have injured the Mutter in 

the Diſboftion, and diſeredited 
good Counſel by an aukward De- 
liuery, I am — the Stake, and 
muſt ſubmit to the OGenſure; but 
hope the World will not proceed 


with Rigour on Faults that owe 
their Being to an Impotence of 


Judgment, and Want of Power 


| an; Nature; to diſcharge mp ſelf 


with more Sulliciency. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


EIN the other Night in the 
/ Company of ſome Ladies of 

a a polite Converfation, and the 
Fo Mixture of Sexes turning the 

dS Diſcourſe upon the Raillery of 
each other, the briſk Forimel, and her witty 
Aſſociates, ran hard upon the Mens want of 


Conduct. Celadon, who was the moſt indu- 


flrious Advocate for the Party, with an oblig- 
ing Smile and inſinuating Air, ſaid, That he 


| hop'd the Ladies now would not give his 


Sex the Opportunity of retorting that Re- 


flection upon them, Gnce-their Conduct, in 


every 


\ 
tl 
1 


| 
if 
| 
| 
| 
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every Stage of Life, was to be regulated by 
their Library: That if the Advice io a Daugh- 


ter was too compendious to reform all their 


Errors, yet Three Volumes of Advice could 


not fail of correcting every faux pas. Flori- 


mel eaſily perceiv'd the Malice of Celadon's 
Meaning, and ftriking in with his Irony, 


told him, She was not ſo partial to the Pet- 
ticoat, but that ſhe would venture to confeſs, 


ſhe believ'd, that many a Female Reader of 
thoſe Leſſons of Morality would ſtill, 
through Indolence or Miſapprehenfion, re- 

main unimprov'd, and flick to the darling 


Indecorums of frail Nature, Cuſtom, and 


Faſhion : That ſhe wiſh'd the ſame Learned 


Lady, who had wrote ſo happily for her own 
Sex, would have employ'd ſome few Pages 


on thoſe lordly Creatures, who priding in che 


Advantages of Nature and ſuperior Endow- 
ments, think themſelves above the Guidance 
of Precepts : That for her part, ſhe had no 


ſuch elevated Notions of their Capacities or 
| Occonomy 3 had ſeen them carry'd away by 


i aprice and Humour as much as weak Wo- 
men, and believ*d could prove them as much 


the Subj:& of Poetic Satire, What ſays 


ll Dryden? 


Men are but Children of a larger Growth ; 


Our Appetites as apt to change as Theirs, 


And ſuch a Craving too, and full as vain 
; And 
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And yet the Soul, ſbut up in ber dark Room, 

Viewing ſo clear Abroad, at Home ſees noi bing: 
But like a Mole in Earth, buſy and blind, 
Works all her Fully up, and caſts it outwards, 


Celadon here interrupting her Progreſs in 
Quotations, told her, Frailty was ſo con- 
ſpicuous and epidemical, that he did nor 
care to put her to the Trouble of farther 


| Proofs 3 nor had any Thoughts of entring 


into a Debate with her, to afſert the Mex 
free from Faults, either in Conduct or Prin- 
ciples : That he would rather chuſe to im- 
peach them of Infirmity, but that it might 
be fear'd the Proſecution would ſooner har- 
den than convert. Not that he diſputed, 
but by artful Methods, and apt Inſinua- 
tions, Virtue, Prudence, Juſtice, and Condut?, 
like the mechanical Parts of Life, might 
be taught and made acceptable: That as 
only a dull and impenetrable Ear could find 
no Charms, no Senſation in Muſic; ſo only 
Abſence of Reaſon, and ſtubborn Ignorance, 
could reſiſt the Harmony of Virtue feel- 
ingly recommended: For that Libertini/m, 
which ſome wild young Fellows, for want 
of more happy Education, miſtake for Li- 
berty, ſubjects them to harder Tyrants than 
their dreaded Tutors and Maſters; even 
to their own vicious Inclinations, which, 

B 2 as 
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as it were, break looſe upon them. The 
Caſe is very different with Men of Senſe 
and Solidity; for, paſſing from Minority 
10 Manhood, they alter not the Govern- 
ment, tho they change the Governor. In 
the Room of the hir'd Inſtructor of their 
|| Youth, they entertain that divine Guide 
and Governor of human Life; Reaſon, un! 
der whoſe Subjection alone Men are pro 
perly ſaid to live in Freedom: For they | *« 
only live at their own Will, who have learn- Þ 
ed to will as they ought 3 and that Freedom |M : 
| of Will which appears in unconftrained Ap- | | 
petites, and unreaſonable Actions, is mean a 
and narrow, and accampany'd with much 
15. e en = 

Florimel,-perceiving Celadon to pauſe here, 
wok the Opportunity to tell him, That his 
Declamation had, in her Opinion, all the 
Force and Vigour the Subject requir'd ; 
that he, who could manage an Argument 
ſo well at random, without the Aid of a 
preſcrib'd Theme to regulate his Diſcourſe, 
muſt be capable of improving his Ideas, 
when directed to a certain proper Head; 
that ſhe thought it was the Duty of ſuch a 
Man to attempt the Reformation of his dege- 
nerale Sex; and ſhe hop'd the Company 
would join with her, to lay him under an 


indiſpenſable Obligation of aſſuming that 
Office. 
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Coladon bluſh'd, and bow'd at the Com- 
pliment; but was abſolutely for throwing off 
a Taſk, which he knew muſt be very trou- 
bleſome to himſelf, and perhaps no leſs 
diſtaſteful to the World: He told Florime!, 
he was loth to ſuſpect ſhe meant to banter 
him ſo gravely; Fi that he rather fear'd 
ſhe had entertain'd an Opinion of his Parts, 


could never anſwer ; aſſur'd her that his 
Talk was like the wild Notes of Birds in 
the Woods, that could never be brought to 
any regular Muſic z and declar'd, as a Fe- 
male Hand had fo excellently gone through 
one Part of the Deſign, he thought it would 
be Inſolence in one of his Sex to attempt its 
Counterpart, which ſhe might, perhaps, at 
her Leiſure, comply to proſecute. 
Florimel again intei pod here, and told 
him, That neither his own Modeſty, nor the 
Uncertainty of that Expectation, could ex- 
cuſe him; that ſhe now ſpoke the Deter- 
mination of the Aſſembly, who had elected 
him Speaker in the Cauſe ; and that no Fine 
could be accepted to diſcharge him from 
the Service: That therefore farther Denials 
would be uſcleſs ; their Sentence was pe- 
remptory, and his Rhetoric expected on 
thoſe Topics, out of which he could 


ſtrike the moſt profitable Leſſons for Human 
2 177 
| B 3 Celadon 
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Celadon found *twas in vain to cavil at 


their Reſolutions ; but ſaid; It was very 


hard he muſt ſtand condemn'd when the 
Evidence on his Side had plainly brought 
him in not-guilty : However, if he muſt 
ſubmit to the Sentence without Appeal, he 
ſhould expect the Liberty of offering ſome 
Terms of Compoſition, which mult be ad- 


mitted in his Favour : He had heard that 


Diogenes, fee ing a Youth devour his Victuals 
too greedily, gave his Tutor a Box on the 
Ear, and that deſervedly, as judging it the 
Fault of him that had not zayght, not of 
him that had not learmd better Manners, 

J have very ſtrong Apprehenſions, continu*d 


be, that I ſhall deſerve the Fate of the auk- : 


ward Pedant. The World will be fo little 
improved by my Tuition, that the Blame 
will naturally fall more upon the Impo- 
tence of my Diſcipline, than the Depra- 


vity of my Scholars. But if I muſt aſſume 
the Philoſopher, and, like the Afs in the 


Proverb, carry Myſteries, depend upon it 


that I will make my Burthen as light as 


poſſible 3 never put myſelf to the Trouble of 
communicating my Thoughts in new Lan- 
guage, whenever I can recollect the ſame 


No tions better expreſod to my Hand, but 


tranſplant the Obſervations of the Polite, 
to make amends, as often as I can, for my 


Imperfection. And I ſhall expect this far- 


ther 
PA 
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ther Indulgence from my Audience, that 
having receiv'd the general Heads of 


Things, they would ſupply the reſt by their 
own Induſtry, and make their Reaſon and 


Memoirs the Guides to their own Inven- 
tion and Improvement. 

For People ſhould look on the Diſcourſe 
of others only as a kind of firſt Principle or 
Seed, which they muſt take care to cheriſh 


and increaſe, For the Mind, ſays Plutarch, 


requires not, like an earthen Veſſel, to be ft! 5d 
up; convenient Focd and Aliment, culy will in- 


flame it with a Deſire of Kno: wledre, and ar- 


dent Love of Truth, Now, as he that comes 
to borrow Fire, if he ſtay too long warn- 
ing himſelf with his Neighbour, oftentimes 
diſappoints his own Buſineſs ; ſo the Man 
that comes to be inſtructed by another, if 
he think not himſelf oblig'd to ſet fire (if 


I may ſo call it) to his own Invention, and 


exert his own Faculties, he may get the 
Name of a Proficient, as we get a Colour 
by fitting by the Fire, but ſhall never dit- 
pel the Darkneſs of his Underſtanding by 

the Light of foreign Precepts. 
The Company fat ſo ſilent and attentive, 
that Celadon began to think he was already 
turn*d Declaimer ; and, ſtopping ſhort, with 
ſome Confuſion, begg'd Leave to with- 
draw, and furniſh himſelf by Contempla- 
tion with the Materials he ſhould want in 
B + the 
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the Diſcharge of that Office they were pleas'd 

to impoſe on him; having promis'd that 0 
would endeavour to oblige them with al 
the Diſpatch in his Power; and that they 
ſhould not long expect the firſt Eſſay of his 


— — — — — - : 
ent Om —-ę᷑—•m' 3 — — — 


on the Subject of Education. 


5 which he deſign'd to lay out 


a * 
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H E Care of Eduration | is a Work of 

the higheſt Moment, as all the Ad- 
vantages or Miſcarriages of a Man's Life 
are, in a great Meafüre, dependent on it. 
Tis the Duty therefore of Parents to infuſe 
into the untainted Youth early Notices of 
Juſtice and Honour, that ſo the poſſible Ad- 
vantages of good Parts may not take an 
- evil T urn, nor be perverted to baſe and 
unworthy Purpoſes. It has been the Com- 
pariſon of a celebrated Author, that as 
Marble in the Quarry ſhews none of its 
inherent Beauties, till the Skill of the Po- 
' bſher fetches out the Colours, makes the 
Surface ſhine, and diſcovers every orna- 
1 mental Cloud, Spot, and Vein that runs 
through the Body © it: So Education, after 

| the fame Manner, when it works upon a 

noble Mind, draws out to View every la- 

tent Virtue and: Perfection, which without 

ſuch Helps are never able to make their 

A. Appearance. Nor is the Want of Edu- 
5 calion a private Injury alone to the neglected 
5 Infant, 


- —— — I 
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Infant, but the Public likewiſe, in ſome 
Degree, ſuſtains a Prejudice from it: It is 


an Evil, that, as it were, ſtarves Poſterity, 


and defrauds our Country of thoſe Perſons, 
who, with due Care, might make an emi- 
nent Figure in their reſpective Poſts of 
Life: For if we will trouble ourſelves 
to look round with impartial Eyes, we 


Mall be convinc'd, that there are, indeed, 


but very few to whom Nature has been 
fo unkind, that they are not capable of 


Mining in ſome Science or other, There 


is a certain Byaſs towards Knowledge in 
every Mind, which may be ſtrengthen'd 
and improv'd by proper Applications. 

It muſt be then the great Buſineſs and 
Concern of Parents to ſet the Mind right, 
that on all Occaſions it may be diſpos'd 


to conſent to. nothing, but what may be 


fuitable to the Dignuy and Excellency of 
a rational Creature. As the Difference 
to be found in the Manners and Abilities 
of Men, is owing more to. their Education 
than to any thing elſe, we have Reaſon 
to. conclude, that great Care is to be had of 
the forming Childrens Minds, and giving 

them that Seaſoning, early, which ſhall in- 


fuence their Lives always after. For when 


they do well or ill, the Praiſe or Blame 
will be laid there; and when any Thing 
is done aukwardly, the common Saying 

Wil. 
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will paſs upon them, That it is fitable to 
Ibeir Breeding. 


This very aptly brings into my Mind | 
the Story of Lycurgus, the Lacedæmonian 
Lawgiver, as related by Plutarch. He 


«© took two Whelps of the ſame Litter, 
e and order'd them to be bred. in a quite 


different Manner; a While after he took 
“an Occaſion, in an Aſſembly of the Peo- 
e ple, to diſcourſe of what great Advan- 


tage the cuſtomary Practice of whol- 


« ſome Inſtructions and Precepts was to 
&« the Attainment of Virtue : In the Cloſe 
of his Harangue he told them, that to 


© infinuate his Arguments more power- 


fully, he would make an Appeal to 


their Senſes, and let them ſee a De- 


« monſtration of his Words, by Example: 
«© Upon this, the two Whelps were order*d 
to be brought into the Hall, and there 
« was ſet down to them a Diſh of Frag- 

% ments and a live Hare. One of the 
0 Dogs immediately (as he had been bred) 
« flies upon the Hare, and the other as 
« greedily runs to the Fragments. While 
the People were muſing and racking, 
e their Brains to find out the Moral of 
* this odd Proceeding : This, ſays Lycur- 
„ g45, is purſuant to what J before told 


you; for ſee thoſe Whelps do as they 


wy Were bred; and tho? they are both of the 
B © „ ſame 
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72 EDUCATION. 
fame Litter, yet the Diverſity of Breed- 


ing hath made the one a good Hound, 


% and the other a Curr, good for nothing 
e but to lick Pots or Diſhes.” The Effets 
of Nature and Habit are the ſame in every 
Species as in an Human Body. What 
Horſe, well manag' d from a Colt proves 


not eaſily governable by the Rider? And 


are not the wildeſt and moſt ſavage Beaſts 
made tame, and brought to Hand by In- 
duſtry ? Youth is the proper and only Sea- 
ſon for Erudition; and if it be neglected 
then, *cwill be too late, when Maturity ren- 
ders the Mind too ſtubborn and inflexible. 


Fingit equum tenerd docilem cervice Magiſter 
Ire viam, quam monſtrat Eques, &c. 


Says Horace, 


The Jockey trains the young and tender Horſe, 
While yet ſoft-mouth'd be breeds bin to the 
- *Courſe © 
The Wheip, fer Ince whe 2 Hall be are 
to bark 
As Buck- ſtins ſtuſt'd, now ranges Ger the Park. 
Nor, now, whilſt young with virtuous Rules 
begin; 
Suck boly Precepts now, and Fine from Sin. 
What ſeaſon'd firſt the Veſſel keeps the Ti Me 


CREECH, 


The 


eed- 
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4 erroneous in itſelf, and fatal in its Con- 
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The Mind is to be made obedient to 
Diftipline and pliant to Reaſon, while it is 


yet tender, and eaſy to be bow'd; but if 
we ſuffer ill Principles to get ground on 
Infancy, Vice to debauch, or Pafſion to 


pervert. 'Reaſon, in that unguarded Age; 


when we have once made an ill Child, 
| *tis a fooliſh Expectation to promiſe our- 
ſelves he ſhall prove a good Man, Shall 
we wonder afterwards to tafte the Waters 
ry when we ourſelves have firſt 2 


dn'd the Fountain? 
2 our Young-ones Loos aide any 


Infirmity of Body, Nature knocks at our 
Breaſt, and all the Fears and Affections 
of a Parent are alarm'd to remove their 
' Uneaſineſs 4 if their Cheeks but fluſh, or 
Palſes beat high, we are immediately ap- 
prehenſive of ſome feveriſh Diſpoſition ; 
and ſhould we not have as watchful an 
Eye on the Torments and diſtemper'd 


Sallies of their Souls? Shall we let per- 

niciots Habits take their Courſe in Youth, 
anch flatter ourſelves, that as Senſe ftrength- 
ens, and Judgment grows ripe in them, 
they will correct in themſelves the faulty 
Indulgences of their childiſh Years, or at 
Jeaft be better ſeaſon'd by Age for the 
Precepts we can give them againſt Folly 
or Immorality ? Tis a Suppoſition moſt 


lequences z 


14. EDUCATION. 


ſequences ; for he that is not us'd to ſub- 
mit his Will to the Reaſon of others when | 
he is young, will ſcarce hearken or ſub- | 
mit to his own Reaſon, when he 1s of an 
Age to make uſe of it : And what a kind | 
of a Man ſuch an one is like to prove, | 
is eaſy to foreſee, But could we admit, | 
that this happy Change might be effected 
at approaching Maturity, ſhall we dare to | 
promiſe ourſelves Life to that Day, and | 
that Heaven will ſpare us purpoſely on | 
Earth for this procraſtinated Reforma- | 
tion? I cannot forbear thinking we are 
ſubject to the Imputation wherewith, as | 
Diogenes Laertius tells us, Empedocles charg'd t 
the People of Agrigentum ; /Edificare, ut 
ſemper Victuros; genio indulgere, ut poſtridie 
morituros : That they indulg?d themſelves in | 
Eating, as if they were to die on the Morrow; | 
but built up their Houſes as if they were 10 
live 10 Eternity: So do we humour our 
Children in Luxury and Intemperance, and 
make them Sharers in all our Extrava- 
gances, as if an Hereafter would be too late 
in thoſe Points; but we rear up their Souls 
and Inclinations to Virtue and good Man- 
ners as ſlowly, as if it were ſtill too ſoon 
to begin the Structure, It would not be 
amiſs in this great Duty of Education, to 
| liſten to the Admonition of Pythagoras; 
di rex oe, D def yap aylinalanmei Tos 
degamtvoilas 
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Niger tuo ac Tov Qtov, Tis your Duty 10 . 


deuvour at Increaſe in your Generation, bo- 
cauſe you ought to leave behind you thoſe that 
may reverence and reſpelt the Deity. It is 
not a Praiſe to increaſe our Species in Num- 
ber alone, if we cannot make our Work- 
manſhip of Value: Capacity, good Senſe, 


| and a thouſand commendable inherent Qua- 


lities, may be interr'd in the Boſom of the 
Party that poſſeſſes them, and entirely 
Joſt to the World, if the Benefit of Educa- 
tion, and proper Knowledge, do not come 


in to their Relief, draw them. forth from 
Obſcurity, and make them as extenſively 


uſeful as Nature firſt deſign'd. For what 


Man is not convinc'd he is an uſeleſs Per- 


ſon, though he has ever ſo many good 
Qualities, and ever ſuch extraordinary 


Merit, when he conſiders at his Death, he 


leaves a World which is not like to miſs him, 
and ſuch Numbers to ſupply his Place? 
Since then ſo much depends upon Edu- 
cation, great Care ſhould be taken to form 
Children to the Principles of Religion: The 


Buyaſs ſhould be ſet right at firſt, and the 


Mind prepoſſeſs d, as it were, for the In- 
tereſt of Virtue. This is the Way to ſmooth 


the Paſſage to an happy Life, to reconcile 


Appetite to Reaſon, and make the Affecti- 
ons more manageable afterwards. For the 
Motion is ſtrongly directed, and the _ 
Sins taken 
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taken from the firſt Impreſſion: And 2 
ſtom will make a good Practice as eaſy as 
a bad one. For as in Childhood the Me- 


mory is ſtrong, and the Body capable of 
yet the Mind is not | 
overcharg d with Cares, the Power of In- | 
«tereſt is not grown up, and the Baits of 


Application; ſo as 


- Pleaſure being ſomewhat out of | Sight, 
they are unſeiz d by the Prevalence of Ha- 
f bit, and the Infection of ill Company. 


Vice, if we may believe the general 
- Complaint, ripens ſd faſt now- a- Days, and 


runs up to Seed ſo early in young People, 
that it is almoſt impoſſible to keep them 
from the ſpreading Contagion, if we will 
venture them abroad in the Herd, and truſt 
to Chance or their own Inclinations for 
the Choice of their Company, Tis Virtue 
which is the hard and valuable Part to 
be aim'd at in Educatiom; all other Con- 
 fiderations and Accompliſhments ſhould 
give way, and be poſtpon'd to this. It is 
* ſolid and ſubſtantial Good we ſhould 
labour to implant and faſten in their Souls, 
and never ceaſe till they have attain'd a 
- true Rzliſh of it, and plac'd their Strength, 
their Glory, and their Pleaſure in it. 4 All 
our Acquiſitions by Labour, or Traffic ; our 
Lands, Poſſeſſions, and every Thing, ure ſub- 
ſervient lo Virtue ;, ſays Saluſt, in his Proem 
to o Caliline, Dug bomines arant, navigant, 
Poe edificant, 
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edificant, virtuti omnia parent. Sed multi 
Mortales, dediti ventri, atque fomno, indocti, 
incultique, vitam ſicuti peregrinantes tran- 
ſitre « quibus profetio contra naturam, cor- 
pus volupiati, anima oneri fuit. Eorum eg? 
vitam mortemque juxia æſtimo: quoniam de 
utraque filetur. But there are a Number of 
Mortals, who being abſolutely reſign'd to 
Luxury and Lazineſs, without Learning or 
Embelliſhments, ſpend their whole Lives, 
like Travellers in a Foreign Country, with- 
out being known or taken notice of. To 
ſuch Men as theſe, contrary to the Deſign 
and Inſtitution of Nature, their Bodies have 
been all their Pleaſure, but their Souls a 
Burthen and Clog on chem : I look on their 


as both are the Objects pt: Silence and 
Obſcuriy, 

Tis ſcarce to be doubted, 1 think, but 
the very ſpring and Root of Honeſty and 
Virtue lie in the Felicity of lighting on a 
the beſtowing of which, 
to the beſt of their- Power and Capacity, is 
as incumbent on Parents, as the giving their 
Children Food and Raiment. And can that 
Man profeſs himſelf a Father, and pretend 
to Fondneſs and paternal Affection, that 
only uſes his Child as a Play- thing, makes 
a Farce of Boy iſn Converſation, brings him 
up to Pomp of Habit, Wen of Diet, and 


a Series 
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a Series of new Pleaſures, ſwells his little 
Breaſt with Pride, and Expectations of what 
he is born to; yet neglects the Important 
Part of his Kindneſs, a Liberal Educalion? 
Should we not accuſe an Huſbandman of 
Lazineſs or Ignorance, that did not take 
care to prop up his feeble Plants? Should 
we not reckon him a weak Man, that kept 
a large Sum of Money by him, without 
turning it to Account or Improvement? 


And yet too many Fathers there are, that 


fo love their Money beyond the Intereſt of 
their Children, that, leſt it ſhould coſt *em 
more than they are willing to ſpare, they 
rather rear them up in a cheap Ignorance, 
How can ſuch Men deſerve the Name of 
Fathers, who are more concern'd to gratify 
themſelves or Friends in Trifles or Senſu- 
ality, than to have their Off. ſpring neceſſa- 
rily educated ? Crates, the ancient Philoſo- 
pher, was wont to fay, That if he could 
univerſally be heard from an Eminence, be 
would make this Proclamation thence, What 
mean you Fellotv- Citizens, that you thus turn 
every Stone to ſcrape Wealth together, and 
take fo little Care of your Children, to whom 
one Day you muſt relinquiſh it all ? Thoſe 


Parents do like him that is ſolicitous about 


his Shoe, but neglects the Foot that is to 
wear it. This Indolence (not to give it a 
W Title) in as proceeds from that 
prevailing 
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prevailing Diſtemper of Avarice, that makes 
them only conſider the preſent Moneys they 
= fave by this frugal Impiety, without hav- 
ing any diſtant Views to the fatal Conſe- 
# quences reſulting from their ſparing, but 
unjuſtifiable, Conduct and Oeconomy. The 
flirſt, but certain Iſſue of this Neglect of 
Education, is, that the 70uth becomes the 
Mark of Public Contempt and Deriſion : 

The Follies, he cannot by the bare Force 
of unedified Nature ſmother or correct, lay 
him open to the Obſervations, and thence 
malicious Detractions of Company: All 
their Wit and Envy is employ'd to ſound 
| his Want of Underſtanding ; and when 
his Weakneſs has betray'd him to the Ene- 
my, they moſt ungenerouſly inſult the 
{ Wretch, and make him a Tool to their 


Pleaſure and Raillery, Whoever certainly 


would with Seriouſneſs peruſe the Satyrical 


Character my Lord Rocheſter has given of 


an unpoliſh*d Country Squire, would firm- 
ly reſolve to make it his Endeavour to pro- 


tet his Son from deſerving the Laſh on 


| ſuch Satire. 


—— [1 Eaſter Term, 
My young Maſter s Worſhip comes to Towns, 
From Pedagogue and Mother juſt fet free, 
The bopeful Heir of a great Family, | 
That with ſtrong Beer and Beef the "nn 


rules, 
Aud 
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And ever ſince the Conqueſt haue been Fools. 


Aud ſtill with * Proſpect to maintain 
That Character, leſt croſſing of the Grain 


Should mend the B *. breed, his Friends 1 


| - provide 
A Couſin of his own to be his Bride. 


And thus. ſet ut | 
With an Eſtate, no > Wit, and a young Wi 15 0 


The ſolid Comforts of a Coxcomb's Life, 


Dung bil and Peaſe forſook, he comes to Town, 
Turns Spark, learns io be lewd, and is un. 


dun. 5 


| Ic may be made an Obſervation os gene- 
ral Proof, and a Rule which admits of 
very few Exceptions, That your raw un: 


diſciplin'd Zouth is ever fond of aſſuming 


the Character of a Fine Gentleman; but he 
Pants after only the Bravery and Outſide 
of their Compoſition; is affected with the 


Charms and Freedom of their Mien, and 


apes it with an aukward, but diffolute Gal- 
lantry. From this acquired Fop, he ſtudies 
to make bimſelf a Rate; thinks 'tis fine 
and faſhionable to frequent public Places, 
where Men of reſerv'd Notions and Prin- 
ciples decline being ſeen: Is ambitious of 
ſeeming to know the Town, be converſant 
with Gallantries and Extravagance; gleans 
the Hiſtories of, romantic Intrigues from 
Coffee-Houle Converſation, and puts them 
upon 
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opon the next Compa 


being tho 
Wife, of Baring and Reſolution in his Soul, he 
ſteps boldly into Enormities, and is only 
afraid of being counted Sober and Preciſe: 
eſteems all religious Duties Superſtition and 
| Prieſt-craft ; 


| haviour ſtupid and ſimple; > looks on Mora- 
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ny for his own. Yer 


7 tho' he talks with all the ſpecious Informa- 
tion, he is this Woman's Cully, and the 
$ Sharper” 


s Bubble. If of a timorous and 
cowardly Diſpoſition, perhaps, he is only 


impotent in Vice, and a vain Aﬀetter of 


oght wild: If he have the Sceds 


a modeſt and virtuous Be- 


lity as an unmanly Tye on his Temper ; and 
that it is a Diminution to him either to be 
careful of his own Fame, or his Creditors 
Wants. Thus, thro' Contempt of a ſound 
and orderly Way of Living, he precipitates 
himſelf into riotous and ſervile Pleaſures; 
Then will thoſe Parents dearly repent, when 


| it 15 too late to amend it, and vex themſelves 


even to Diſtract ion for thoſe vicious Courſes 
of their Children, unto which their own 


| Neglect hath betray'd them. When they 


behold them ſquandering their Subſtance in 
Feaſting, ſhaking it off with Rooks at the 
Hazard-Table, employing it to compound 
a Drunken Battery, or laviſhing it in the 
Support of a Strumpet's Extravagance 
while by all theſe purſued Amuſements of 
a x deprav'd Inclination, they are only pur- 
2 chaſing 
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chaſing Diſeaſes, riding Poſt after Poverty, 


and running themſelves don out of Health 
and Credit. | 

One might be much more prolix i in enu- 
merating the ill Effects and Miſcarriages 
that attend the Want of a regular Educati- 
on; but let every Man's Imagination, from 
this ſhort View, widen the Proſpect of his 
own Thoughts; Jet him conſider, in the 


Compaſs of his own Acquaintance, who 
has been faulty in this Regard, and then 


trace the known Conſequence of that Error, 


If not yet ſo, let him in Fancy make him- | 
ſelf a future Father, look with Deteſtation 
on an Omiſſion that brands himſelf and his 


Poſterity, and be aſhamed to train up an 


Heir to his Fortunes, whom the whole 


World will judge imperfe&, and but half 
made. I look upon a Wiſe Father, like an 
Artful Painter; the begetting his Child is 
only chalking out the Groſs Lines of his 
Piece 3 Educating him, is laying the Co- 
lours, and the Manner of that Education, 
is the Strength and Felicity of his Lights 
and Shades: By the Boldneſs of the Strokes, 
and finiſhing Beauties, every one will de- 
termine of the Workman's Skill and Ac- 
curacy 3 by the Want of Strength, or De- 
viation of Nature, they will as readily find 


out his Ignorance or Careleſſneſs: This 


Image puts me in Mind of a Story not 
| unapplicablc 
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* thoſe two afford great Helps and Aſliſtances 


to be well deſcended ; but 'tis of our An- 


| frequently takes them from the Poſſeſſors, 


| deſerving Reſpect, but unſtable z Beauty 
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unapplicable to theſe deficient and unper- 
forming Fathers. Tis ſaid, A wretched 
Painter, ſbewing A a Pifure, told bim 

taken a very little Time 
to draw it. If thou badſt not told me ſo, ſaid 
Apelles, I ſee Cauſe enough to believe it was 
a baſty Draught. The Manners, and Deport- 
ment 7. our Sons will be ſtrong Evidences of 
our Negligence in cultivating them, and lay 
us open to the Reproof of every judicious 
Obſervator. 

'Tis plain, therefore, that a good Educa- 
tion, and regular Inſtruction, are the beſt 
Portions we can beſtow on our Children, 
and ſuch only as can truly enrich them ; and 


towards the Attainment of Virtue and Fe- 
licity. For all other good Things are but 
Human, and of ſmall Value, ſuch as will 
hardly recompence the Induſtry requir'd to 
the getting of them, We all might defire 


ceſtor's Goods, not our own : Riches are 
valuable, but the Goods of Fortune, who 


and carries them to thoſe that never ſo much 
as hop'd for them. Glory is a Thing 


is a Bleſſing, but of a ſhort Continuance ; 
Health a precious Enjoyment, but eaſily 
impair'd; Strength a Quality of Deſire 

and 
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chaſing Diſeaſes, riding Poſt after Poverty, 


and running themſelves dom out of Health 


and Credit. 


One might be much more prolix in enu· 
merating the ill Effects and Miſcarriages 
wo attend the Want of a regular Educati- Þ 


z but let every Man's Imagination, from 


this ſhort View, widen the Proſpe& of his | 
own Thoughts; Jet him conſider, in the 


Compaſs of his own Acquaintance, who 
has been faulty in this Regard, and then 
trace the known Conſequence of that Error, 
If not yet ſo, let him in Fancy make him- 
ſelf a future Father, look with Deteſtation 
on an Omiſſion that brands himſelf and his 
Poſterity, and be aſhamed to train up an 
Heir to his Fortunes, whom the whole 
World will judge imperfect, and but half 
made. I look upon a Wiſe Father, like an 
Artful Painter; the begetting his Child is 
only chalking out the Groſs Lines of his 
Piece; Educating him, is laying the Co- 
lours, and the Manner of that Education, 


is the Strength and Felicity of his Lights 


and Shades: By the Boldneſs of the Strokes, 
and finiſning Beauties, every one will de- 
termine of the Workman's Skill and Ac- 
curacy; by the Want of Strength, or De- 
viation of Nature, they will as readily find 


out his Ignorance or Careleſſneſs: This 
Image puts me in Mind of a Story not 


unapplicable 
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unapplicable to theſe deficient and unper- 
*Tis ſaid, A wretched 


withal, That On had taken a very little Time 
If thou badſt not fold me ſo, ſaid 


ment of our Sons will be ſtrong Evidences of 


us open to the Reproof of every judicious 


* Obſervator. 


'Tis plain, therefore, that a good Educa- 
tion, and regular Inſtruction, are the beſt 
Portions we can beſtow on our Children, 


| and ſuch only as can truly enrich them; and 
| thoſe two afford great Helps and Aſiſtances 


towards the Attainment of Virtue and Fe- 
licity, For all other good Things are but 
Human, and of ſmall Value, ſuch as will 
hardly recompence the Induſtry requir'd to 
the getting of them, We all might deſire 


| to be well deſcended ; but *tis.of our An- 


ceſtor's Goods, not our own: Riches are 
valuable, but the Goods of Fortune, who 


| frequently takes them from the Poſſeſſors, 


and carries them to thoſe that never ſo much 
as hop'd for them. Glory is a Thing 
deſerving Reſpect, but unſtable ; Beauty 
is a Bleſſing, but of a ſhort Continuance; 
Health a precious Enjoyment, but eaſily 
impair'd; Strength a Quality of _ 
an 
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and Service, but apt to be the Prey of Diſ: B 
caſes and old Age: But the inherent Poſ- MW ef 
ſeſſions of Virtue and found Principles, and | Adv 
thoſe noble Qualifications of the Mind of | 
which are treaſur'd there, by a juſt Inſtitu- Prec 
tion and habitual Practice, are not to be do ſi 
moleſted: by Fortune, decay'd by Time, or I ho 
taken away by the Tyranny of Accidents. by t. 
© *Tis Education alone that can mend Na- his! 
ture, and improve the Talents of that great the 
Benefactreſs. Has ſhe given us a compe- bis ( 
tent Share of Senſc and Reaſon? Education Ih 19 
carries up our Senſe to Wiſdom, and our I diſal 
Reaſon to Judgment, It is the learned othe! 


 Alchymiſt that purges away our Droſs, and Dat) 


ſublimes our Diſpoſitions: That reads us beſt 
Lectures of Uſe upon every Turning and | ha 


Winding of our Actions; informs 1 us in Part 


our general and particular Duties; teaches I Pok 


us to worſhip Heaven, to honour our Pa- with 
rents, to reverence our Elders, to ſubject the 
ourſelves to 'the Laws, to obey our lead 
Governors, to love our Friends, to che- It 
riſh our Wives, be affectionate to our of w 
Children, and not inſolently injurious to Exh 
our Servants : It ſtrikes in with Philoſophy Pie 
in many Leſſons; teaches us not to be 2 7 
over-joyed 1 in Proſperity, nor too much de- pre 
jected in Adverſity: not to be diſſolute in the 
our Pleaſures; nor in Anger to be tranſport- = 


cd to a Fury that is brutal. 
: But 
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But may it not be objefted, that the 
refined Education, which is capable of theſe 
Advantages, is calculated but for one Claſs 
of People: That I have accommodated my 
Precepts to the Rich alone, and neglected 
to ſuit them to the Children of the Plebeian ? 


I hope my Diſcourſe ſhall not be a Sufferer 


by this Conſtruction; every one is to conſult 
his Fortune and Circumftances, and with 
the Direction of bis Country Adage, Cut 
bis Coat according to his Clotb. If ſome 
through the Narrowneſs of their Eſtates, are 
difabled from making the Advantages they 
otherwiſe might, they have diſcharg'd their 

Duty, in beſtowing on their Children the 
beſt Education that their Abilities will reach: 

have not limited my Diſcourſe to any 
particular Method of purſuing it; I have 
ſpoken as yet abſtractedly of the Matter, 
with Reference to the Influences it has on 
the Mind, and as it may be the Road t6 
lead Children to Virtue and Goodneſs. 

It is therefore in every Pareni's Power, 
of what Degree or Circumſtances ſoever, by 
Exhortations, and rational Motives, to pre- 
pare the Breaſt of his Child for the Re- 
ception of what is juſt and right; to re- 
prehend or encourage him according to 
the Variety of Occaſions; to make his 
Memory the Store-Houſe of Piety and 
pod Principles; to make him affable and 

2 1 cour- 
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courteous in Diſcourſe and Behaviour; to 
keep him from Luxury; bridle his Paſſions, 


and reſtrain his Actions; to ſet Examples 
before him fit for his Imitation, and not de- 


bauch his Conduct by Patterns of Licen- q 


tiouſneſs; to accuſtom him to ſpeak the 
Truth; and to account it, as indeed 1 It is, 2 
Mauer of Religion ſo to do. 

. Theſe are Points independent on n Au- 
ence or Straightneſs of Fortune; and wherein 
Parents. will affiſt themſelves from their 
own Prudence, and Propenſity to Virtue: 
The Caſe differs as to that other Branch of 
Education, the giving their Children the 
- Knowledge of Books, and of the Liberal Arts 
and Sciences; which I ſhall comprehend uns 
der the W Title of Learning. | 
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their HOUGH Cicero has aſſerted, that 

rtue : Nature, without Learning, has of- 

ch of tener been of Prevalence to the Attainment 

the of Praiſe and Virtue, than Acquir'd Learn. 

Arts ing without the Foundation of a Natural 

d un- Capacity; yet he means it not as a Doctrine 


that ſhould diſcourage our Affection to Let- 
ters. For however deeply that great Man 
ſtood indebted: to Nature, his Obligations 
were ſtill higher to Books and Knowledge z, 
his Faculty of Pleading, and Charms of Gra- 
tory, aroſe from his Diligence and Accuracy 
in Study: He could contemn the. light 
Amuſements of a Feſtival, or any other in- 
viting Pleaſures of his Ti ime, and taſte a 
ſolid: and ſincere Enjoyment in the Peruſal 
of an Author, that icaſted his Senſes," and 
improv'd his Mind. 

I _ cannot conceive the Man abſolutely 
FO compleat, whoſe natural Endowments are 
R N. dot aſſiſted and cn]tivated by Learning; we 

e ought 
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ought to have the ſame Mixture in us 
on all Occaſions, as Horace judges neceſſa- 


ry to a Poet for the 5 of a perfect 


Poem. 


go nec ftudium fþ H ne divite vend, 
Net rude quid profit, video, ingemum; alterius f 2 
Altera poſcit opem res, & B 8 amick. 


7 ſpeak my Thougbt 7 hardly know 
What 5 Art, or artleſs Wit can do. 

ach by itſelf is vain, Im ſure; but joined, 
"The: ary arceis nes ; each pros the others ame 


: Thers. are Millions of: Inſtances that 
evidence the Force of Induſtry and neceſ- 


fary Application: I ſhall content myſelf 


with one Compariſon, which is obvious to 


every Man's Thoughts, and which to me 


ſeems applicable to the Purpoſe in Hand. 


A Man's Ground may of itſelf be good; 
yet if it be unmanured, it will contract 


Barrennefs ; and by how much the better it 
was naturally, by ſo much will it be ren- 
dered the worſe, if through Careleſſneſs it be 


ill-huſhanded. On the other Side, let a 
Man's Ground be more than ordinarily rough 


and rugged, yet gy 0p tells-us, that if 
it be well manured, it will quickly be made 
_ of anfwering his Labour. Thus a 


good 
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Food natural Capacity may be impar'd by 
Slothfulneſs and Diſuſe ; thus dull and heavy 
natural Parts may be improved by Iuſtruc- 
tions and Induſtry. If Nature be not impro- 
ved by Learning, it is blind; if Learning 
be not affiſted by Nature, it is maim'dd: 
And if Exerciſe fail of the Aſſiſtance of both, 
it is 1mperfet?, as to the Attainment of its 
End. ET tt 
On my Peruſal of Pr aTo's Inmortali- 
ty of the Soul, I could not help being affect - 
ed with one peculiar Notion of Sccrates, 
where he advances, ©* That the Learning we 
„acquire by Pains and hard Study, is but 
* a Remembrance and Recollection of our 
Ideas; that the Knowledge of them all 
* was implanted in us before we were born 
„and if we were not continually forgetting 
e the Knowledge of theſe Impreſſions, there 
« would be the ſame Neceſſity for us always 
© to know them, as to be born with them: 
6% For that the Definition of Knowing, 18 
& to retain, and not loſe what we have learn- 
* ed; and the Definition of Forgetting, is 
<« the loſing that Knowledge we before were 
*© poſſeſſed of,” It could not certainly be 
amiſs, as to our Improvement, if we could 
believe thoſe Principles true; if we could 
perſwade our ſelves that Nature had fur- 
niſh*d us with Univerſal Knowledge, which 
thro' the Weakneſs and Inſolence of Child. 
1118 38 "Jo 2 hood 
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hood we have forfeited and ſuffered to ſlidè 
gradually from our Memories : How care- 
fully ſhould we labour to retrieve the Know- 


ledge of thoſe loft Idea's, and refurniſh our 


Souls by Diligence and Study, with thoſe 
Treaſures we firſt ow'd to the Beneficence 
of Nature? 5 


However, without wandering after ſuch 


eccentric Sentiments, we need no ſtronger 


Incentives to Learning, than to know what 
Figures we ſhall make in the World with 
this great Accompliſhment. Let us but 
caſt our Eyes abroad, and fee how the 
Genleman is improved by the Scholar: 


Hoy by the Labour of a few Years of Eru- 


dition, he ſtands poſſeſs'd of Advantages 
that will ſtick by him to his lateſt Hour: 
What exalted Notions he entertains from 
it of his Creator's Omnipotence, and In- 
dulgence to Man! What a wide Scene of 
Nature, and her Operations, is open'd to 
his View! What Grounds it gives him of 
Admiration and Delight! How is his Taſte 
of Enjoy ments refin'd! And how is he 
made capable of being charm'd, and of 
charming in his Turn, with communicated 
Knowledge ! Nobility, Riches, State and 
Supremacy can procure us a cuſtomary Re- 
ſpect, and make us the Idols of an unthink- 
ing Croud ; but Knowledge and Learning 
alone recommend us to the Love of thoſe un 
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a ſuperior Claſs, who admire more the 
Merits of our Underſtanding, than the Ad- 
vantages of our Birth and Fortune; Learn- 
ing alone, of all Things in our Poſſeſſion, is 
immortal and divine: And two Things there 
are that are moſt peculiar to Human Na- 


ture, Underſtanding and Reaſon; of which 


two, the Underſtanding is the Maſter of Kea- 


ſon, and Reaſon the Servant of the' Under- 


ſtanding, Theſe are againſt all Aſſaults of 
Fortune impregnable; not to be taken 


away by falſe Accuſation, or impair'd by 


Sickneſs or enfecbled by Old Age. For 
the Underſtanding only grows youthful by 
Age; and Time which decays all other 
Things increaſeth Knowledge in us in our 
decaying Years. We may be plunder'd 
of our Wealth, defrauded of our Lands, 
and our Books may become the Prey of 
ſome malicious Accident; but that Chance 
which robs us of our Library, cannot take 
from us the Advantages we have reap'd 
by our prior Reſort to it : Every Man of 
Reaſon and Solidity, muſt be touch'd with 
the agreeable Anſwer of Socrates, who, 
when Gorgias aſk'd him, What his Opinion 
was of the King of Perſia, and whether be 
judę'd him happy, reply'd, That he could not 
tell what to think of bim, becauſe he knew 
not how well be was furniſhed with Virtue 
and Learning. As judging human Felicity 
75 C 4 to 
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to conſiſt in thoſe Endowments, and not 
thoſe which are ſubject to Fortune. In a 
Word Learning is your Companion and 
Aſſiſtant in every Age, Place, and Cir- 
eumſtance; Haæc ſtudia adoleſcentiam alunt, 
feneflutem oblectaut, fecundas res ornant, ad- 
verſis perfugium ac ſolatium prebent : de- 
lectant domi, non impediunt foris : pernoc- 
tant nobiſcum, peregrinaniur, ruſticautur, 
ſays Cicero, Theſe Studies cheiriſh our 
Youth, and delight our Age; are the Orna- 
ments of our Proſperity, and Refuge and 
Comfort in Adverſity; they pleaſe us when 
at home, and never impede our Occa- 
ſions when abroad; they will watch the 
Night with us, be our Fellow- Travellers 
in the Road, and our Amuſements in the 
Country- 

But to dwell no longer on the bare 


Praiſe and Recommendation of Learning, 


I will endeavour to make my Sentiments 
of Uſe, and explain how I would be un- 
derſtood when I adviſe this Attainment : I 
ſhould ever heartily wiſh my Son to be a 


Scholar, never deſire to ſee him a Pedant; 


be ſatisfied that he was thoroughly ac- 
quainted with his Authors, but be diſguſt- 


ed to find him eternally ſmell of them: 


Garlic and Onions are not half ſo nau— 

ſeous at ſecond Hand, as to be rudely 

breathed upon by a Retailer of a 
3 
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| The Man - looks monſtrous that ftaiks 
about like a walking Library, and is for 
ſpouting his Pagan 


Quotations on every 
Company: This is a Vice and Crudity of 
Learning: Tis plain there muſt be an In- 
digeſtion of Knowledge, when the Par- 
ty is ſo oppreſſed with its Vapours. I love 


| to fre a Man that has Modeſty equal to 


his Capacity; that does not covet to ap- 
pear like an Inquiſition on his Neighbour's 
Parts; that makes Learning an Embel- 
lifoment, not an Afeation : z and can be 
content to commnicate his Ideas of Things, 
without aſſuming an Air of Supe- 
riority over the Perſon to whom he com- 
municates. 

The Choice of the Tutor or Schoolmaſter 
is of great Moment to the Child's Improve- 


1 He ought to be a Man that can read 


Tempers, as wellas Books, and ſee as tar in- 
to the Bent of his Pupil's Inclinations, as his 
Author's Meaning : He ſhould know how 
to adapt the Claſſics to the Genius; and 
not unpole Homer and Horace, where De- 
moſthenes or Cæſar's Commentaries would be 
more acceptable. We have from our In- 
fancy a particular Taſte for a particular 
Subject and Argument: If our Deſires are 
turned to Poetry, Virgil and Ovid will ſtill 
have freſh Charms; if our Talents lie to 
Hoquence and Oratory, Cicero will make 
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the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions; or if our Be- 

light be confin'd to Hiſtory, there are Au- ti 
thors of Purity that may feaſt our Minds 

with that Science. This is what the Ty- Þ* 
tor is to find and practiſe on the Scholar: ut 
But above all, he muſt labour not to ſet tl 
his Scholar's Capacity on the Rack; or tl 


put him on loſing his Way in Livy, at an ſc 
Age when he is only fit to travel through by 
Corderius or Mſop. E 
Nor do I think we are to waſte our th 
Youth at School only to learn' the Con- Cl 
ſtruction of Greek or Latin, or any other Ol 
dead Language: There is more requilite G 
than Grammar and Syntax, Themes and he 
Diſtichs 3 Tam vite quam Schole diſcere ne- te 
ceſſe eſt; we mult learn Things uſeful to ot 
our Conduct, as well as to diſpute me- M 
thodically. When we once underſtand our he 
Author's Language, let us endeavour to th 
be Maſters of his Spirit; enter into his 
Genius, Wit, Deſigns, and Diſpoſitions R 
of them; enquire into the Principles and af 
_ Morality he advances; and if good, mak? th 
them Standards. tor our private Imitation, Ji 
Thus will Learning be uſeful and. whole- E 
ſome; our Improvement rife gradually, di 
as our Judgments ripen; our Breaſts be Wi 
turniſh'd with Rules and Ideas noble Sc 
and practicable, and remote from thoſe x 


Trifles which moſt fuitthe popular Humouz, 
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We are not only to govern our Appe- 


* tites in the Delights of Eating and Drink- 


ing, bur alſo to enure them to a like Tem- 


perance in Reading ; that while we make 


uſe of Authors as Food, we may purſue 
that which is wholeſome and profitable in 


thoſe Things which we read with moſt Plea- 


ſure. For as a City cannot be ſecure, if 
but one Gate be left open to receive the 
Enemy; though all the reſt be ſhut ; ſo nei- 
ther can a Youth be ſafe, though he be ſuffi- 
ciently fortified againſt the Aſſaults of all 
other Pleaſures, whilſt he is without any 
Guard againſt thoſe of the Ear. And by 
how much the nearer the Commerce is be- 
twixt the Delights of that Senſe, and thoſe 
of the Mind and Reaſon; by ſo much the 
more, when he lies open on that Side 1s 
he apt to be debauch'd and corrupted 
thereby. | 

I deſign this Caution principally in the 
Reading of the Poets; for though Poetry may 
afford ſweet and wholſome Nouriſhment to 
the Minds of young Men, yet it contains 
likewiſe no leſs Matter of Diſturbance and 
Emotion to them that want a right Con- 
duct in the Study thereof. The Epicurears 
were ſo particularly prejudic'd againſt this 
Science, that as they look'd on it not on- 
ly as unprofitable, but hurtful, ſo it was one 
of their Injunctions on their Diſciples, 
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Vloinwels rye, wr ay Ah,), neither to read 
nor make Poems, Youth therefore here muſt 
keep a Guard on itſelf, and be careful of 
being ſeduced to their Hurt, by that which 
affords them fo much Delight. For as 
Poetry many Times deſcribes, by Imita- 
tion, foul Actions, 'unfeemly Manners, and 
Paſſions, the young Student muſt not in ſuch 
Deſcriptions (altho* perform'd never fo ar- 
tificially and commendably) believe all 
that is ſaid as true, or embrace it as good; 
but give it its due Commendation only ſo 
far as it ſuits the Subject treated of. For 
the Goodneſs of Things themſelves differs 
much from the Goodneſs of the Imitation 
of them : The Goodneſs of the latter, con- 
fiſting only in Propriety and Aptneſs to 
repreſent the former. ow the Fiction 
and Repreſentation of evil Acts, when it 
withal acquaints us with the Shame and 
Damage befalling the Doers, is ſo far 
from hurting, that it rather profits him 
that reads it: And Boys may be inſtructed 
by reading the Poets as they ought, to 
draw even from thoſe Paſſages that are 
moſt fuſpected for wicked and abſurd, 
fomething that is uſeful and profitable; 
as the Bee is taught by Nature to gather 
the ſweeteſt Honey from the harſheſt Flow- 
ers and ſharpeſt Thorns, 
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Mr. Locke in his excellent Treatiſe of 
Education, ſeems ſo averſe to the cheriſhing 
and improving of a Poetic Vein, that he is 


* againſt Boys making of Verſes at School. 


; He thinks Parents ſhould labour to have it 
ſtifled and ſuppreſſed as much as may be; 


and knows not what Reaſon a Father 


can have to wiſh his Son a Poet, who 
does not defire to have him bid Defiance 


to all other Callings and Buſineſs, 


] can- 


not apprehend the real Danger he inti- 


mates from Yer/fication. 


Shall a Youth, 


| becauſe he finds ſome Charms in writing 
| an Epigram, or trying at an Elegy, in- 
| ftantly ſhake Hands with all Thoughts and 
* Deſigns of Gravity and Moment; Poets 
vaſcitur non fit, is a Maxim which will al- 


ways, in my Opinion, take off the Edge 
of this Argument: If Nature have not 


ſtrongly turned a Vouth's Genius that Way, 


ﬀ# He be not born with the Seeds of Poetry 
in his Breaft, he may with Security read 
all their Works, and try his Fancy at every 
diſtinct Species of Verſe; yet not be in- 
jured, as to the Meaſures he is to take in 
Life, either from his Parents Preſcriptions, 
or his own Inclinations. | 
This great Man ſeems likewiſe to be of 
Opinion, that Latin and Language are the 
leaſt Part of a Childs Education. I think 
Infancy can never be over-burden'd with 
too 
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too many Languages, and that the utmoſt E 


Care ſhould be taken to teach them to Chil. Þ* 
dren. There is no Condition of Life in“ 


which theſe are not uſeful to them, and lead 


them equally to the Depths of Learning, or 4 
the eaſier and more agreeable Parts o ß 


| Knowledge, If this Kind of Study, fo pain- 
ful and ſo laborious, is put off 'till Men 
are ſomewhat older, and come to that Age, 
ſtiled by the Name of Youth, either they 
cannot make it the Object of their Choice, 
or if they do, they find it impoſſible to 
perſevere in it. Tis to conſume that Time 
in the Queſt of Languages, which is ſet 
apart for the Uſe which ought to be made 
of them; *tis confining to the Knowledge 
of Words, an Age which wants already 
to go further, and ſeek for Things; *tis, 
at the beſt, loſing the fineſt and molt va- 
Juable Years of one's Life. 

So great and ſo neceſſary a Foundation 
can never rightly be laid, unleſs it be when 
the Soul naturally receives every Thing, and 
is capable of deep Impreſſions ; when the 
Memory 1s freſh, quick, and fit for Study; 
when the Mind and Heart are void of Pal- 
ſions, Cares, and Deſires; and when thoſe 
who have a right to diſpoſe of us, deſign 
us for long and painful Labours. I am 
perſwaded, the ſmall Number of true 
| tans and great Number of ſuperts- 
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LEARNING. 39 
cial ones, come from the Neglect of this 


Practice. 


Languages are no more than the Kzys of 
Sciences; yet he who deſpiſes one flights the 
other: And there is a ſort of Courage 
needful to ſupport ſome Tempers againſt 
the Scandal of Learning : They have en- 
tertain'd an eſtabliſhed Opinion againſt 
Learned Men ; they won't allow them to 
know the World, how to live, nor to have 
any Genius for Society; and fo fend them 
back ſtripp*d to their Cloſet and their Books. 
As Ignorance is an eaſy State, which coſts 
but little Pains, moſt of the World fol- 
low it, and form ſuch a numerous Party 
in Court, City, and Country, that the 
Learned cannot bear up againſt them. With 
many People Learned and Pedantry are 
ſynonymous : Nay, often when the rich 
Man ſpeaks, and ſpeaks of Learning, the 
Learned Man muſt be ſilent, liſten and ap- 
plaud, at leaſt, if he would not pals ay 
tor Learned. 

I grant that to take Meaſures wholly 
from "Books, without looking into Men and 
Buſineſs, is like travelling in a Map, where, 
though Countries and Cities are well enough 
diſtinguiſh'd, yet Villages and private Scats 
are either overlookd, or too generally 
marked for a Stranger to find, To be 
conſtantly in the Wheel, has neither _ 

ure 


i 

i | 
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ſure nor Improvement in it. A Man may 
as well expect to grow ſtronger by al- 
ways Eating, as wiler by always Reading. 
Too much overcharges Nature, and turns 
more into Diſcaſe than Nouriſhment, But 
Books well managed, afford Direction and 


Diſcovery: They ſtrengthen the Organs, 


enlarge the Proſpect, and give a more 
univerſal Inſight into Things, than can be 
learned from unlettered Obſer vation. If 
they are well choſen, they neither dull the 
Appetite, nor ſtrain the Capacity, but re- 
freſh the Inclinations, ſtrengthen the Pow- 
er, and improve under Experiment: They 
entertain and perfect at the ſame Time, and 


convey Wiſdom and Knowledge through 


Pleaſure. TT, 

I am not to learn, That the poliſhing of 
our Underſtandings, whilſt we neglect our 
Mainers, is of all things the moſt inexcu- 
ſable : It may be too frequently ſeen, per- 


haps, that a 2% Man is not always a good 


one, and that the moſt polite Ages are the 
leaſt virtuous. But this may be attributed 
to the Folly of admitting Mit and Learning 
as Merit in themſelves, without conſidering 


the Application of them. The Deſign of 


Learning, ſays an applauded Author, is ei- 


ther to render a Man an agreeable Companicn 
to himſelf, and teach him to ſupport Solitude 
with Pleaſure z or, if be is not born to an 

| Ejtate 
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] Eſtate, to ſupply that Defect, and furniſh him 
F 4with the Means of getting one. For Learning, 
whether ſpeculative or practical, is, in po- 


lar or mix*d Governments, the natural 


; Scarce of Wealth and Honour, 


There are a ſet of Men in the World 


who make it their Buſineſs to undervalue 
and depreciate every Thing: Theſe wall 
not Want Sentences to the Prejudice of 
Learning: They cry, with a contemptuous 
and magiſterial Air, That it uſually aces but 
improve what Nature endowed us with : Thas 


he who wants goed Senſe, is unbappy in ba- 


wing it; for be has thereby only more Ways 


of expoſing himſelf : And that be who has 
Senſe, knows that Learning is not knowledge 3 


| but raiber the Art of uſing it. 


I have one Thing to obſerve before I 


| Cloſe this Head; which is, That however 


great and ſerviceable a Qualification Learn» 


ing is, it is not of equal Service or Import- 
| ance to every diſtin& Degree of Men. Tis 


ſcandalous for a Gentleman of Birth or 
Fortune to know no more than he owes to 
the mere Light of Nature, the Infcrmaticn of 
Company, or Family Converſation. But the 
Want of Letters and politer Knowledge 
is a very excuſable Defect in him, who, 
after he is once gone from School, is never 
to have more to do with it as Jong as he 
lives. Can there be any thing more ridi- 

„ culous, 
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culous, than that a Father ſhould waſte hi: 


Money and Son's Time, in ſetting him to 
learn the Roman Language, when at the 


ſame Time he deſigns him for a Trade, 
wherein he, having n& Uſe of Latin, fails 


not to forget that little which he brought 
from School, and which, *tis ten to one, he 
abhors, for the ill Uſage it procured him? 
Could it be believed, unleſs we had every 
where amongſt us Examples of it, that a 
Child ſhould be forced to learn the Rudi- 
ments of a Language, which he is never 
to uſe in the Courſe of his Life he is deſigned 
to; and neglect all the while the Mriting a 


good Hand, "and Caſting Accompis, which are 


of great Advantage in all Conditions of 
Life, and to molt Trades indiipenſably 


_ neceſſary 3 


If I can give my Son a Fortune ſuffi- 
cient to keep him above the Aſſiſtance of 


a Trade and Employment to help out his 


Subſiſtence; if he have enough to make a 
Figure, and be independent on the World; 
let his Learning and Accompliſhments be 


as univerſal as Schools and Academies can 


furniſh him withal; but if Providence 
have placed him in a lower Sphere, if he 
mult toil and ſtruggle through the World 
for a Livelihood, the Claſſ c Learning 
will not be the beſt Step to his Ad- 
vancement: There are Attainments of 2 

meancr 
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meaner Nature will ſerve him moſt, ſuch 
as will turn him beſt for Buſineß, and 
are requiſite for a Man of Trade or Com- 
merce. 

I cannot ſhut up this Article, without 2 
gentle Reproof to thoſe who have been 
ſuch ſhallow Proficients from a Liberal 
Education, that they have only a fickly Af- 
fectation of being thought learned: Theſe 
unedefied Students will tell you, That Books 
are more inſtructive than travelling; and 


of a tolerable Library. If you are at the 
Trouble of inſpecting it, perhaps, you. 


| may find the Collection large, not of choice 


and ſelect Authors: Number and Quality 
is their Recommendation ; and if they are 
gilt and lettered, well bound, and of the 
beſt Editibns, no matter what the Oglio 
conſiſts of; for the Poſſeſſors ſeldom put 
them out of their Ranks, or care to enter 
their boaſted Library, but out of a Vanity 
and Ambition of ſhewing it. 

Others there are, who, by an intempe- 
rate Defire of Knowledge, and Unwilling- 
nels to be ignorant of any Thing, are gree- 
dy of all Sorts of Learning; and Maſters of 
none; fonder of knowing much, than knows 


ing well; and had rather be ſuperficial Smat- 


terers in ſeveral] Sciences, than to dive pro- 
foundly into any fingle one: They every 
where 
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where meet with Maſters to reclaim them; 
are Bubbles to their own vain Curioſity; 
and often, by very painful Efforts, can but 
juſt extricate themſelves from the greater 
Ignorance. 

Others again have the Key of the Sciences, 
but never enter themſelves; they ſpend 
their Lives in learning remote and uleleis 
Languages. The moſt trifling [dioms, the 
molt ridiculous and magical Charagers em- 
ploy their Minds, and excite their In- 
duſtry; they pity thoſe who content them- 
{elves with their own Language, or at moſt 
with Greet and Latin. Theſe Men read 
all Hiſtorians, and know nothing of Hi- 
{tory ; run through all Books, but are not 
the wiſer for any; their Defect is a barren 
Ignorance of Things and Principles: But 
their beſt Collection, their greateſt Riches, 
conſiſt in Abundance of Words and Phraſes, 
which they huddle together, and Joad 
their Memory withal, while their Under- 
ſtandings are empty and uninformed. 

In fine, nothing has done Learning more 
Diſſervice among the ſenſible Part of Man- 
kind, than that indiſcreet Value which 
Men of Letters oftentimes put upon the 
moſt rifling Parts of Knowledge ; that 
inge oPDiXol ric, in the Way of Scholarſhip, 
of 5 46-4 Theophrajius hos given us a Cha- 
rafter, as it relates to human Life and 
7 Affairs, 
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N O ſooner are our Dung Gentlemen 

deſengag'd from the Confine ment of 
Schools and Univerſities, but they deſire to 
| appear independent in the World, to 
* have their Conduct and Allowance in their 
[ own Hands, and to make a Figure from 
| | 
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their own Actions and Appearance: There 
is now a new Formation of the Man be. 
| gun, to which the Taylor, Milliner, Pe- 
|  rukemaker, and Haſier, are all to contribute 
| in their ſeveral Occupations. There is a 
| Council held on every individual Part of the 
| Body's Furniture, and the grand Buſineſs of 
| Life ſeems to conſiſt in Knowledge of Faſbiou 
and Propriety of Dreſs. 

All Gentlemen of Fortune, at leaſt the 
Young and Middle- Aged, are apt to pride 
themſelves a little roo much upon their 
Dreſs; and conſequently to value others in 

| ſome Meaſure upon the ſame Conſideration: 
For it is grown, as the Guardian happily 
| obſerves, 
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; obſerves, of univerſal Uſe in the Condut# 


of Life: Civilities and Reſpect are only 


; paid to Appearance, *Tis a Varniſh that 


gives a Luſtre to every Action; a Paſſe 
par- tout, that introduces us into all polite 


E Aſſemblies ; and the only certain Method 
of making moſt of the Youth of our Nation 
| conſpicuous. 


Nor is this Extravagance of Foppery con- 


flin'd alone to what we might call our Di- 
urnal Habit; nor can we be barely content 

to flouriſh in a laced Coat and a full. bot- 
* tomed Perriwig; but we muſt be equally 
| modiſh and tawdry in that Undreſs, we 
| refinedly ſtile a De/habile., We have too 
many of your empty Virtues, that are 
| ambitious of glittering in this State of 
Negligence, and ſeem to take a gay Cap 
and Shippers, wich a Scarf and Party: colour d 


Gown, to be the Enſigns of Dignity and 


Diſtinction. 1 


The Advice to the Ladies in the Regula- 


| tion of Dreſs, is as proper and applicable 


to our Sex, and the Reflection drawn from 
the primitive Deſigns of Habit, as much a 
Subject for our Meditation. We ſhould 
conſider that Cloaths were not the Effect 
of Pride, but of Sin; and that inſtead of 


making us vain, they ſhould ſerve to hum- 

ble and mortify us, as having loſt that In- 
nocence which was a much greater Orna- 

ment 
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ment to us than the moſt glorious Appa- 


rel can be; ſince Shame was the Original 
of Cloathing, it ought to be modeſt ; and 


all Faſhions which are not ſo, are ſinful, 


arguing the Wantonneſs of the Wearer, and 


provoking that of the Spectator 3 both 


which carry Sin in them, 
There is not a more contemptible Ani. 


mal in Nature, than a Man of meer Oui. 
fide: J at once abhor, and am aſhamed of 
the Creature, that can look on the faſhiona- I 
| vern 


ble Head of a Cane, or Hinge of a Snuff. 
Box, to be Accompliſhments ; that values 


himſelf only on exterior Ornaments 3 and 


thinks Conduct conſiſts in the Regulation 
of a Grimace, a practifed Smile, or a 
ſtudied Bow, - | 

There are a Set of ſuch intollerable Fops 
in the World, that ſeeing but a new faſhion- 
ed Shoe, will look upon their own, and 
bluſh, and can no longer believe themſelves 
dreſſed : That come to Church, only to 
proud of a ſoſt 
Hand, which they preſerve ſo by a ſcented 


Paſte; Laugh with or without Reaſon, 


becauſe either way they ſhew the Whe- 
neſs of their Teeth : They ſtudy an en- 
gaging Turn of the Head, and a fort of 
Sweetneſs and Languiſhing in the Eyes, 


which they never forget to make uſe of, 
as Graces to ſet themſelves off: Their 
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very Gaits are contrived, and artificial, 

| and every Step they take borrow'd from 
a Minuet : 'Tis true, they wear Breeches 
and a Hat, and have ſome aukward Pre- 
| tence to Humanity; but they are fo 
| ſtrongly offenſive to good Senſe and Rea- 
| fon, that I had rather ſee an honeſt Hod- 
| mandod, with his Girdle of raw Guts about 
him. 


It may perhaps be reply'd, in Vindication 


| of Dreſs and Faſhion, That as Man is go- 
vern'd principally by his Senſes, and lively 

ſtruck by the Objects which appear to 
him in an agreeable Manner, Ctoaths con- 
| tribute to make us agreeable Objects, and 
we owe it to ourſelves to labour to appear 
| fuch. Every Day's Experience ſhews us, 
among Variety of People with whom we are. 


not acquainted, that we take Impreſſions tco 
favourable and two diſadvantageous of Men 
at firſt Sight from their Habit. I think there 
is a Conduct and Medium to be obſerv'd in 
Dreſs, as much as any Thing. A Youth in 


the Poſſeſſion of an ample Fortune, cannot 


recommend his Underitanding to thoſe 
ho are not of his Acquaintance more ſud- 
denly, than by Scbri-ty in his Habit: As 


this is winning at firſt Sight, fo a Perſon | 


gorgeouſly fine, gives as immediate Of- 
knce, 
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Eſt modus in rebus ſunt cerli denique fines, 
Quos ultra, curaq; neguit conſiſtere rectum. 


Says Horace, 


There is a Mean in all Things, certain Rules, 
Which to tranſgreſs confirms us Knaves or 
N. 2 


I would not have my Son practiſe Ry/i- 
city in his Apparel, or be careleſs therein 
to a Pitch of Naſtineſs; let him be cauti- 


ous of either Extreme: There is a wide 


Interval betwixt the Siver and the Fop ; 
and ſometimes as much Pride taken, and 


Affectation uſed, of being unlike the reſt 


of the World in Dreſs, as equipping the 
accompliſhed Beau. 

IT would be underſtood, that I mean it is 
a fooliſh thing, and which very much be- 
trays our Weakneſs, to ſurrender ourſelves 
wholly to reigning Cuſtoms, and be Slaves 
to Faſpion, either in Diet or Habit, in Health 
or in Conſcience : To have an Affection, 
not for thoſe Things which are beſt, but for 
thoſe which are moſt ſought after, and in 
Vogue. A Man of Mode cannot be long ſo; 


for Faſhions are very tranſitory.: One has 


hardly deſtroyed another, but *tis juſtled 
ont by a newer, which muſt itſelf make 
way for its Succeſſor, and which will _ 
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0 WE After all, the beſt Way of diſtinguiſhing, 
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theſe Revolutions an Ape 1s ſpun out, and 
then all theſe favourable Embelliſhments. 
are ranked among Things paſt, and dead 
to Imitation. 

A Gentleman's Mien and Behaviour are 
ſufficient to diſcover him, without any 
great Dependence upon Shops and Taylors. 


is by the Qualities of the Mind. Let Per- 
ſons of Condition ftrive rather to be richer 
in their Diſpoſition than the Vulgar : Let 
them put on a better Humour, wear a finer 
Underſtanding, and ſhew a more ſhining 
Fortitude. Let them appear remarkably 
juſt, inoffenſive and obliging. This is the 
way to be nobly popular, and gives them 
the Hearts, as well as the Ceremony of 
their Inferiors. 
Is the Largeneſs of our Circumſtances 
to be taken as an Excuſe for Prodigality in 
Habit? Becauſe we abound in Money and 
Vanity, have we therefore the Liberty of 
being as expenſive and modiſh as we pleaſe ? 
No, if our Fortunes ſwell to an Exceſs, let 
the Surpluſage of our Wealth rather be 
employed in Clothing the Poor : Let our Su- 
perfluities ſupply their Want of Neceſſa- 
ries 3 and ſuch a generous Uſe of Fortune 
will give Luſtre to our Reputations, and 
9 2 make 
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make the World look with Wonder and 
Regard upon us. 


With what Advantage ſhall we convey 


our Memoirs to Poſterity, by making our 


Subſtance beneficial to our Country, and 
laying out our Abilities in the Service of 
Religion, in promoting Arts or Knowleage, 


in eaſing the Diſtreſs of ſuffering Merit, 
and ſetting it free from the Tyranny of 


Debts, and inſupportable Oppreſſion of a 
ſtarving Circumſtance? 'Tis to be hoped 
We have, and always ſhall have ſhining 


Examples of Charity ; ſome that think 


themſelves Heaven's Stewards in the Appli— 
cation of their Eſtates, and employ the in- 
truſted Talents in doing Offices of Goo : 

Theſe Men can contemn the falſe Glare of 
a Mardrobe; and know that fine Cloaths ſig- 
nify nothing in the Value of a Man, be- 
cauſe they are but Signs of Wealth at beſt ; 
and as Cloaths don't ſuppoſe a Man con- 


ſiderable, ſo neither can they make him ſo: 
Such Men as theſe rather deſpiſe this Kind 


of Finery ; they are above ſtooping to the 


vulgar Notion of Things, and ſcorn to 
eſtabliſh their Reputation by counterfeit 


Signs of Worth, 


J believe I may dare pronounce 1t a ge- 
neral Maxim, That the greateſt Pride and 


Affectation in Apparel, are lodged with 


Perſons of the molt ſubſtantial Ignorance. 
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The Souls of Idiess are actuated meerely by 
frail Senſe; their Eyes are made their prin- 
cipal Directors, and draw them into every 
pleaſing Gaiety that ſtrikes their Fancy 
through that Senſe : Diverlity of Colour has 
there a powerful Charm; Beauty and Hle— 


gance conſiſt in the dear Variety, and Her! 


and Diſbinction are the Conſequences of their 
Finery. Theſe Fools in Traprings are enough 
to make Men of Gravity and found Rea- 
ſon fick of rich Habits ; and ſuch a Proſti- 
tution of Dreſs muſt make it nauſeous to the 


Wiſe. We ſhould be cautious of imitating 


the Extravagances of a Blockhead in many 
Reſpects; and ſhall we ſet a Guard on our 
Actions only, yet at the ſame Time put on 
the Colours of Foolery ? It is ſinking be- 
neath our proper Level, going out of the 
Character we would in other Things ſup- 
port, and diſgracing the Dignity of our 
Nature by admiring Trifles. 

I could wiſh our Country, like many Parts 
abroad, oblig'd its Subjects to a Diſtinction 
of Degrees in Habi!s ; that we had ſumptuary 
Laws to confine the Condition of Perſons, 
and aſſerting the Heraldry of their Dreſs, 
as well as Precedency in Birth and Qua- 
lity : Then ſhould our Nobility ; be diſtin- 
guiſhed from our Gentry ; our Gentry from 
Traders and Mechanics ; and every Claſs 
and Order of Men reſtrain'd from an ille- 
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gal aſpiring into a forbidden Station. How 
many Tricks have been carried on, For- 
tunes ſtole, and Frauds committed, by a 
worthleſs Inferior's putting on an Air of 


Quality, aſſuming a Figure he had no Pre- 
tence to, and deceiving the Credulity of 


unſuſpecting Strangers, that have taken his 
Appearance of Grandeur for rea], and con- 
tented to their own Impoſitions, from the 
ſuperficial Luſtre of a difguiſed Varlet ? 


There is one 1mportant Conſideration, 


which makes me with ſome Ardour deſire 
fuch a Reſtriction; which is, That the 


Credit and Fortune of an indyſtrious Tradeſ 


man too often fink in the ſupporting the 
Extravagance of thoſe, whom Vanity 


prompts. to provide ſuch Apparel, as the 


State of their Purſe and Condition have no 
Pretence to. How many are there that pro- 
feſs Gentry in the World, and are proud 
of the boaſted Worth of their Families, 


yet have neither Honour nor Conſcience 


enough to diſcharge theſe perſonal Engage- 
ments, but protract Pay ment to an unrea- 
fonable Date, and perhaps at laſt force 
their Creditor to the Trouble of a Proſe- 
cution ? *Tis an ignominious Piece of In- 


Juſtice in us to ſtand indebted for the 


Finery we have worn Thread-bare, and calls 
our Reaſon as well as Honour in Queſtion. 


Let us make the Caſe our own, and 
WC 
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ve ſhall condemn the Practice with the ur- 


moſt Freedom and Impartiality: If a re- 
puted Friend preſume ſo far on his Intereſt 
in my Affection, as to borrow my Habit, 


and having borrowed, neglect to return it: 


Shall I not count him diſhoneſt and unge- 
nerous ? And ſhall I, on the Strength of 
my Figure and Circumſtances, prevail on 
a Tradeſman to furniſh me on Truſt with 
what I mean to be carelels in paying for? 
And ſhall not he have as vile a Suſpicion 
of my Integrity? Believe me, theſe inten- 
tional Delays are real Frauds; and -how- 
ever they appear in the Eye of the Law, in 
Fact they are but more licenſed Robberies, 
We may ſin this Way with greater In- 


demnity.z but the Eſcape of Puniſnment 


takes not off from the Blackneſs of our 
Crime: All but ſuch as are accuſtomed to 
the ſame Fault, will deſpiſe our Morals for 
it, and be apt to believe, that it is not bare 
Conſcience which reſtiains us from Enor- 
mities, which would make us liable to a 
judicial Correction. 

It ſeems to me plain, that a diſtinguiſhing 
Bravery of Habit is only proper to maik 
out the Patrician, or add exterior Authori- 
ty to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of public 


Charges in a Government. For as People 


generally take their Meaſures more from 


the Appearance, than Reaſon of Things, 


24 their 
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their Apprehenfions are ſo diſpoſed,” that 
they think nothing great but what is pom- 
pots, and glitters upon the Senſes : And if 
their Governours had not ſome Advantage 


of them in Figure, they would be apt to 


overlook their Character, and forget their 


Diſtance. Here is only an innocent Strata- 


gem, to deceive the Vulgar into Duty, and 
io awe them into a juſt Senſe of Obedience. 
But granting this Furniture of the Body 
may be ſomewhat of Guard to Authority, 
yet no public Perſon has any Reaſon to 
value himſelf upon it: For the Deſign of 


this Sort of State is only to comply with the 
Weakneſs of the Multitude. He ſhould 


rather be ſorry that his Authority needs 
the Support of ſo little an Artifice, and de- 
pends in any Meaſure upon the Uſe of ſuch 
Trifles, ' Nor in reality are we to imagine 
the Mapiſtrate cannot ſupport his Office 
without fine Cloaths : For if he be furniſh'd 
with general Prudence, with Abilities par- 
ricular to his Buſineſs, and has a compe- 


tent Share of Power, he needs not doubt 
his Influence over the People. 


It may be likewiſe urged, with Reſpect 
to Quality, that without the additional Dil- 
tinction of Dreſs, it may be ſufficiently 


maintained by Title, Arms, and Precedency : 
And that there is no Neceſſity for Perſons, 


without Juriſdiction, to march always with 
Colours 
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Colours diſplayed, or make a needleſs Oſ- 


tentation of their Wealth and Grandeur: 
For admitting that Perſons of Quality have 
ſome little Colour for their Vanity, yet, 


Singularity ſeems to have ours a Spice of 


Arrogance in it. 
Beſides, if we will weigh the Matter 


1 juſtly, for Perſons of Condition to expect 


an extraordinary Obſervance upon the Ac- 
count of fine Cloaths, argues them conſcious 
of their own little Worth, and ſeems to 
imply, that the greateſt Part of their 
Quality comes out of the Dreſſing- Room : 
That having nothing to prefer them to the 
Eſteem of the Judicious, they are content- 
ed to take up with the Ceremony of the 


Ignorant, and with a little Glilter and Pa- 


geantry draw the gazing unthinking Mobile 


to admire them. 


Upon the whole Matter, the appearing 
pompous in Equipage or Habit, is but a 
vain-glorious publiſhing our own Grandeur: 
a ſilent triumphing over the Inferiority of 


others, and is in Effect to proclaim ourſelves 


extraordinary People. Should we not ſneer, 
and think it odd in a Soldier, to give a 
Hiſtory of his Valour and Condut? in 1 Con- 
verſation? Or for a Man of Learning to 
make Harangues upon his «wn Parts and 
Performances, and tell the Company how 
Ignorant they are in reſpect of him? And 
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ſome value others for their fine Linnen, or 
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yet we can ſubmit to let our Vanity boa 


itſelf in glaring Colours, and the Richneſ; 
of our Ou ſide ſpeak the real or pretended 
Exceſs of our Circumſtances, without think- 


ing ourſelves accuſeable to the World of 


Pride, or a nauſeous Oſtentation. 

There is one thing, more than the Odi- 
um of Yaxity, which makes this over-curi- 
dus Regard to the Drapery worthy to be 
cenſured: That when the governing Paſſion 
in a Man lies this Way, it too generally 
poiſons his Diſpoſition to good Offices : His 
Charity is diſabled, his Good. Nature fails, 
Juſtice is overlooked, and he is loſt to all 
the noble Purpoſes of Life: Hence are 
Kelations neglected, Tradeſmen unpaid, and 
Servants ſtinted to mortifying Allowances, 
tor the Support of this Vanity. To ſee theſe 
inſignificant Ornaments valued at fo great 
a Rate, and preferred to the Neceſſarics 
of Life, and Regards of Virtue, is no ſinall 
Diſparagement to the Underſtandings of 
Men. 


But the general ag prevailing Made of 


the Times may be admitted as a Plea of no 


imall Weight in Defence of Dreſs : For that 
tis as a great Weakneſs to be out of Faſhion, 
as to affect to be in it: The World are 
for Ornament; and we give it them; are 
covetous of Superfluity, and we ſhew it; 
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rich Silks : Nay, and there are ſome Places 
where a broader or narrower Lace on our 
Cloaths, will gain or loſe a Man Admit- 
tance, But after all, however general this 
Cuſtom 1s, *tis at beſt but a /preading Con- 
tagion, and epidemical Foolery of the Age; 
and we. ought in Prudence no more labour 
to humour it, than we would a Syrfeit ; for 
let it prevail never ſo much amongſt the 
weaker Claſs, the more polite and reaſon- 


able Spirits will always diftinguiſh betwixt 


Merit and mere Faſhion. 

To define the Matter rightly, a faſtiion- 
able Man, is like a certain 8 Flower, 
which grows ſpontaneouſly 
Grounds ; it choaks the - poi the 


Crop, and takes up the Room of ſomething 
better; it has no Beauty nor Value, but 
what is owing to Whim; born and dead in 


the ſame Inſtant: To Day 'tis in Vogue, 
and the Ladies deck themſelves with it; to 
Morrow ?tis neglected, and left to the 
Vulgar. But a Man of Merit, on the con- 
trary, is a Flower which we do not de- 
ſcribe by its Colour, but which we call by 
its Name, which we cultivate for its Scent 
or Beauty : One of the Graces of. Nature, 
one of the Things which beautify the Crea- 
tion; admired by all Men in all Ages; 
which our Fathers valued, and we alter them 
have as great a Value for. 

D 6 In 
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In ſhort, thoſe that are deſirous to ſet 
up for Tops and Coxcombs, ſhould be fin- 
gular in their Habit: Thoſe that would 
avoid this Imputation, ſhould be modeſt 


in their Dreſs ; and Men of Merit deſire no- 


thing more. For a handſome Woman, the 
more natural ſhe is, fo the more beautiful; 


"as ſhe loſes nothing by being careleſs, 


without any other Ornament than what 
the draws from her Beauty and Youth ; 


as an innocent Grace that ſhines m hs 
Face, animates every little Action ſo much, 


that there would be leſs Danger to ſee her 


adorned with all the Advantages of Dreh 


and Faſbion: In like Manner an honeſt Man 


3s reſpected independent from all that out- 


ward Shew, by which he would endea- 
vour to make his Perſon more grave, or 
venerable, and his Virtue more Apecious. 
A flarched Behaviour, affected Modeſty, a 
Stngularity in Habit, add nothing to Pro- 
buy, nor heighten Merit; but rather hurt, 
and often make it look leſs pure, and more 
ſuſpected. 

So ſhort and tranſitory as Life is, ſo 
many Duties as we have to run through to fit 
us for Futurity, ſhould be Conſiderations 
to make us think of more than laying out 
our Time on Dreſs and Faſhion : For what 
will become of theſe Faſbiens when Time 
wiclt ſhall ane Virluè alone, gg” 
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feaſt in Faſhion, will be able to ſurvive 
8 Tune. 

It falls out with many People in this 
| Caſe of Dreſs, as it does in other Gallan- 
tries: They fancy themſelves diſpenſed with 
| on account of their Age and Fortune from 
being diſcreet or regular: They borrow 
from Court the worſt Part of the Court; and 
appropriate to themſelves Vanity, Luxury, 
| Intemperance, and Libertiniſm, as if all thoſe 
Vices belonged to them: Fhus affecting a 
Character far diſtant from what they ought 
to maintain, they become, according to 
| their Wiſhes, true Copies of moſt wicked 
| Originals, They ſtep in like manner out of 
all Decorum in Point of Habit; and *tis an 
| Obſervation that Ordinary People, when 
| they happen to abound in Money and Vani- 
iy, have their Houſes and Perſons as rich- 
| ly furniſhed, as thoſe who are much their 
| Superiors in Quality. 

But how great is the Madneſs of fome 
private Men, who, being poſſeſs'd of large 


Eſtates, which their Fathers got for them 


| by Trade and Induſtry, form their Wardrobe 


and Equipage from the Manner of the No- 
bility ; and by exceſſive Expence, and ri- 
diculous Statelineſs, provoke the Laughter 
of the whole Town; which they a while 


fancy is dazzled with their Luſtre, till they 


ruin themſelves in the End with labouring 
5 | ; | 0 
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to make themſclves ridiculous 1 The Foo: 
liſhneſs of ſome Pretenders in the City, in 
their wretched Imitation of Court Accom. 
pliſhments, is more offenſive than the ill 


| Breeding of ordinary. and the Ruſti- 


city of Villagers, 

Indeed, the moſt improper Things we 
commit in the Conduct of our Lives, we 
are led into by the Force of Faſpion; and a 
prevailing Cuſtom too often makes us act 
againſt the Rules of Nature, Law, and com- 
mon Senſe. The. general Affectation among 
Men, of appearing. greater- than they are, 
makes the whole World run into the Ha- 
bit of ih Court; nor does the Humour pre- 
vail only on thoſe whoſe Fortunes can 1up- 


port any Change in their Zquipage, nor 


on thoſe only whoſe Incomes demand the 
Wantonneſs of new Appearances, but on 


thoſe alſo whoſe Circumſtances, in reality, 


would ſcarcely reach to clothe them with 
Decency. A Simplicity of outward Appear- 
ance, is the ornamental Habit of thoſe WHO 
deſire. to be taken notice of for more than 
their Dre/s, Indeed, the Man who is Ve 
and free in the World, if he has ſome Shate 
of Senſe, may live and make a Figure avove 
his Fortune or Quality: But this is not fo 
eaſily done, if he is confined ; for Mar— 
riage ſeems to range every Body. in their 
proper Rank and Degree, - 
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But when I am admitting, a /ingle Man 
to make this Figure in Life, I cannot al- 
low him to throw away too much Money 
or Inclination upon Curioſity in Habit: Eor 
at this Rate of Management, a Man loſes 
his Wealih and Reputation at the ſame Time, 
makes himlelf expenſively ridiculous, and 
overſhoots Extravagance it {clf. It is equally 
faulty in a Man to launch out into over- 
large Expences in any other Subjects of 
Vanity, for one of a middle Station and mo- 
derate Fortune to value himſelf on a ſplen- 
did Table, to affect Pomp and Finery in the 
the Furniture of his Houſe or Lodgings, to 
be only pleaſed with Recreations fit for 
his Superiors, or aim at the Pride of Keeping 
100 many Attendants, 

A very rich Man, ſays Monſieur Bruyere, 
may eat his Dainties, paint his Cieling and 
Alcoves, regale himſelf at his Palace in the 
Country and keep another in Town, mar- 
ry his Daughter to a Duke, and buy a 
Title for his Son : This is juſt, and within 
his Compaſs ; but it belongs perhaps to 
other Men to live content. W hat is Splendor, 
Sumptuouſneſs, and Magnificence in People of 
Nuality, is Extravagance, Folly, and Imperti- 
nence in private Men, A Cleopatra may drink 
down a Pearl worth a Province, and not 
find the Miſs of it; though Reaſon, Morality, 
and . ſhall condemn the TART 

ut 
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But ſhall mere Plebeians, only wail 
they are rich, have the Impudence to ſwal. 
low at a ſingle Morſel the Nouriſhment of 
an hundred Families? 

All the Attonement which Men can make 
for wanton Expences, which is a Sort of in. 
ſulting the Scarcity under which others 
labour, is, that the Superfluities of the Weal- 
thy give Supplies to the Neceſſities of the 
Poor : For what a prodigious Number of 
People do our Vanities maintain? and what 
a Circulation of Money do they occaſion ? 
Providence in this Caſe, ſays the Specr a- 
TOR, Mares uſe of the Folly which we ill not 
ive up, and it becomes inſtrumental to the Sup- 
port of thoſe who are willing to labour, But this 
IJ am ſure, cannot fairly be alledged as an 
Excuſe for Prodigality in Habit: No Com- 
miſeration of the Mants of our Fellow- 
Creatures makes us exceed in this reſpect; 
our Thoughts have entirely another Turn, 
and we are feeding our own Pride, and 
Hhying Baits for the ReſpeF of others. 

It would ſurely be no ſmall Curb on Gur 
Vanity, and ſerve to regulate our Expences 
this Way, if we ſhould look back on the 
Frugality of the Ancients, Every thing 
they did agreed with their Circumſtances ; 
their Expences were proportion'd to thur 
Income; Livery, Houſbold Goods, Equipages, 
Tens, City and Country-Houſes, were all 
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meaſured by their Revenues and Conditions: 
They had Jeſs than we have, and had 
enough; richer by their Oeconomy and Mo- 
| deſty, than their Revenues or Demeſnes. They 
never knew how to deprive themſelves of 
Neceſſaries to get Superfiuilies, nor to pre- 
fer She ro to Subſtance, Nay, let us but have 
Regard to our own Anceſtors, two or three 
Generations back, and we ſhall find them 
as frugal: They were Strangers to the For- 
mality of Wax Illuminations ; negligent of 
the Splendor of appearing in their Coaches; 
and were of the Opinion, that Men had 
Legs given to walk on, and they 
them. They did not ſuppoſe they ſhould 
be eſteem'd a whit the more for being 
| Maſters of a glittering Chariot, a numerous 
| Retinue, and /ix Horſes to draw them in 
State. Indeed at this Time of Day, a Man 
is in ſome Meaſure to be forgiven,. who 
| fancics himſelf the greater Vu, and the 
more nobly deſcended, becauſe of his rich 


uſed 


Coaches, fine Cloaths, and ſplendid Equipage ; 
tis but the ſame Opinion which he reads in 


the Faces and Eyes of thoſe who addreſs 


him. i No» 
Every Man of Senſe that ſees another 


| making a Shew with Trimmings and Em- 


broidery, may perhaps tacitly admire the 

Fancy of the Taylor, but will be ſure to 

deſpiſe the Oltentation of the Owner : We 
have 
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have an elegant and accurate Deſcription 
of theſe profeſſed ops in a very happy 
Writer, whoſe Words I believe the Rca. 
der will no more grudge to peruſe, than 
J do to tranſcribe. © Aſk him what 2 
« Clock *tis:(/ays be) and he pulls out a 
%% Watch, which for the Work manſhip 5; 
% Maſterpiece; the Handle of bis Sword 
“ is an Onyx; and he wears on his Fin- 
ger ſo large and bright a Diamond, that 
it dazzjes your Eyes to look on it: He 
«* wants none of all thoſe curious Toys, 
4 which are worn more out of Oſtentation 
than Service; and is as prodigal in his 
„ Dreſs, as a young Fellow who has 
married a rich Widow. Well, at laſt, 
you have given me the Curioſity to ſee at 
t leaſt all his Finery; but ſend me hither 
„ thoſe: Cloaths and Jewels of his, and Il 
s excufe you his Perfon.” 
Io draw towards ſome Concluſion on 
this Head, let me recommend the Opinion 
of fo wiſe a Man as Cicero, in reſpect to ex- 
ternal Ornaments. Adhibenda eſt prætered 
munditia, non odio/a, neque exquiſita nimis ; 
 tantumgue fugiunt agreſtem & inhumanait 
nagligentiam. Eadem ratio eſt habenda veſii- 
tus; in quo ſicut in pleriſque rebus, mediocrilas 
 optima eſs, We muſk bave a Kegard 10 
Cleanlineſs , which wwe are nol to run into t50 
exguiſile and offeifive Nicety, but only jo far 
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25 to avoid ers and a Negligence below 
© the Dignity of our 
© the fame Meaſures as to our Apparel, in 
which, as in moſt other Things, a due Mean is 


Ft commendable. 


Nature. We. are to take 


This due Mean muſt terminate in fack 


2 Regulation of our Cloaths, that they may 
© neither by their Finery, declare that we ſet 
too high a Value on ourſelves, nor by their 
| Negligence and Naſtineß, look as if we 
would have the World eſteem us Brutes. 


$Slovenlineſs, . fays Theophraſtus, is a lazy and 


beaſtly Negligence of a Man's own Perſon, 
| tobereby be becomes ſo ſordid, as to be offen- 
xe to thoſe about him. It is a Quality very 
various in its Kind, as well as Degrees 
| ſometimes. confined to Habit in general, 
| ſometimes incident to Men moſt accom» 
pliſh'd in Dreſs. 
| coſtly and accurate in the Furniture of their 
Bodies, yet diſgrace that Nicety with an 
unſufferable Dirtineſs of their Skins, or let- 
ting their Nails grow to the Length of 
| Eagles Talons. 
| will neither bear a Spot on their Cloaths, 
nor the leaſt Soil on their Fleſh, yet are ſo 
| coarſe and negligent in their Diet, that 
| they will without Scruple fall to a Diſh, 
| which a Porter would be diſguſted ar. 
| And there are ſtill another Tribe of Ani- 
| mals, who are careleſs and unpoliſh'd in their 


There are ſome the moſt 


There are others who 


OWN 
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own Perſons, yet are afraid of being pok 

luted by the Dirt of their Neighbours. 
We likewiſe meet with thoſe in Con- 

verſation, who delight and pride them. 


ſelves in being Slaves: A ſet of Men, who, 


without being ſubjected to it by the Un- 


kindneſs of their Fortunes, are contented 


to draw upon themſelves the Ridicule of 
the World in this Particular. But whether 
this Affectation be always owing to mere 
habitual Naſtineſs, or whether Avarice has 
not a great Influence, is hard to determine, 


Nothing is more obvious, than to fee Men 


of known Wealth and Ability ſhrunk out of 
their proper Character, and ſhuffling about 


the Town with a Weather-beaten Wig, 


a Thread-bear Coat, darn'd Stockings, and 


a dirty Shirt: They are ſo much out of 


their Element, when dreſs'd up, that they 
only then ſeem to think themſelves in Dif: 
guiſe; and yet expect People ſhould ſee 
ther Quality and Circumſtances through 
their ruſty Oulſide, and pay a Deference to 
their Wealth, though cloak'd in Beggary. 
This Singularity is equally contemp- 


tible and blame- worthy, as Finicalneſi and 


Foppery : But Mankind in general is wed- 
ded to Extremes, The Medium between 


a Fop and a Sloven, is what every Man of 
Senſe ſhould endeavour to keep, and not 


be ambiuous of tranſgreſſiog in either 
| kind: 
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kind: We ſhould make the great Phocion's 
Wife our Example, who deſpiſed the more 
delicate Parts of female Garniture ; and as 
BE Zia in his various Hiſtory words it, 
= Humeiylo of p pra Th owPporun deuredoig 
I Ve wn 7019 TUAPST1 : She firſt arrayed herſelf in 
E Temperance, and then put on what was ne- 
ceſſary. The Expreſſion cannot need a Com- 
ment, for its Meaning is plain and eaſy to 
be comprehended. ; 


The fame Author tells us, That when 


8 Dizgenes came to Olympia, and perceived 
| ſome Rhodian Youths dreſod with much 
E Splendor and Magnificence, with a Smile 
of Contempt he ſaid to himſelf, © This is all 
| Arrogance, Afterwards ſome Lacedemonians 
falling in his Way, as mean in Habit as the 
former were fine, This, ſays he, is another 
Piece of Arrogance. 


It was a Cuſtom of the old Philoſophers, 


and principally of the Cynics, to make an 
Oſtentation of Rags and Naſtineſ5 ; as if the 
| fuſt regular Step to Miſcom were to com- 

mence a Sloven. 


I do not well know how 
they ſupported their Authority, or could 


| make their Precepts received by ſuch Mea- 
| fares in thoſe Ages; but I am ſure, at this 
| Time of Day, few Things make a Man 
| appear more deſpicable, or more prejudice 
his Hearers againſt what he is going to of- 
ber, than an arkrward or pitiful Dreſs. 


Ther C 


| dviſed, let us reſtrain our Conduct 
map 3s Head to the Bounds of Moderalion; 
and therein we ſhall be ſure to preſerve 


Dijreſpef or Ridicule, 
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CONVERSATION, 


AND THE 


CHOICE of FRIENDS. 


T is a famous ſaying in Ariſtotle, That 
be who is pleaſed with Solitude, muſt either 
te a wild Beaſt, or a God, This Obſerva- 
tion ſeems to import thus much; That thoſe 
Beings who can live without ſociable Cor- 
reſpondence, are extraordinary either in 
their Defects or Perfections: They mult be 
under the Standard of Human Nature, or 
above it; and have ſomething that is either 
ſevage or divine in their Compoſition. 

The Faculty of interchanging our Thoughts 
with one another, or what we expreſs by 
the Word Converſation, has always been re- 
preſented by moral Writers as one of the 
nobleſt Privileges of Reaſon, and which 
I wdore particularly ſets Mankind above the 

O N. Brute Part of the Creation. Human Na- 
Nu is fo imperfect, that it has not found 
l enough 


1 


72 ConverRsvTION, and the 
enough to furniſh out a ſolitary Life. Para. 
diſe barr'd from all Commerce, would he 
» inſupportable, and make a, Man run mad, 
with his Happineſs,” fince Felicity conſiſts. 
in the Converſation and Society of ſome rati. 
onal Creature, to ſhare with us in thoſe 
Things which we eſteem Bleſſings, _ 
If we conſider the whole Scope of the 
Creation that lies within our View, as in 
the natural and corporeal Part, we ſhall 
perceive throughout a certain Correſpond. 
ence of the Parts, a Similitude of Opera- 
tion, and Unity of Deſign ; fo in the mo- 
ral and intellectual World we ſhall ob- 
ſerve in the Spirits and Minds of Men a 
Principle of Allraction, whereby they are 
drawn together into Communities, Friend. 
ſhips, and the various Species of Sectety, 
This correſponding ſocial Appetite in Hu- 
man Souls is the great Spring and Source 
of moral Actions : It inclines us to an 
Intercourſe with our Species; produces that 
Sympathy in our Natures, whereby we fe! 
the Pains and Joys of our Fellow. Crca— 
tures, 
The Benefit of Converſation, if there was 
nothing elſe in it, would be no inconſider- 
able Improvement; for Diſcour/e creates 
a Light within us, and diſpels the Gloom 
and Confuſion of the Mind ; it raiſes Fan- 


cy, reinforces Reaſon, and gives the Pro- 
ductions, 
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ductions of the Mind better Colour and 


Proportion. Converſation, ſays Mr. Collier, 
is like the Diſcipline of drawing out, and muſ- 


| tering 3; it acquaints a Man with his Forces, 


and makes them fitter for Service. 

But not to confine myſelf barely to the 
Definition, or abſtracted EfeFs of Conver- 
ſation, I muſt obſerve, that at our firſt puſh- 
ing out into the World for ourſelves, we 
are ever for endeavouring to eſtabliſh an 
Aeguaintance; that Acquaintance is natu- 
rally endeared by Converſation; and the ha- 
bitual Converſation improved into a Friend- 
ſip: When we are once engaged with the 
Society of a Man, the Intimacy is con- 
tracted into narrower Lines; we begin to 
deſire to participitate of his Counſels, think 
our own Conceptions and Deſigns imperfect 
til communicated, and are eager of pour- 
ing out the Secrets of our Souls, = 

This Propenſity in Nature ought to ſet 
w early on the Exerciſe of our Reaſon; if 
we are forward of contracting an Inti- 
macy, let our Judgments firſt examine with 
whom.z there are fatal Conſequences at- 
tending a ra/b Converſation, as well as real 
Advantages in a well-grounded Union. Let 
us conſider betimes, &er we are inſnared or 
duced, that there are more Companions 
n the World than good ones; that Con- 
ation docs not conſiſt alone in empty 
5 E Prattle- 
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Prattle, or vain Flaſhes of Wit and Merri. 
ment, but rather in Admonition and Im. 
provement. Lee 

The Hours which we ſpend in Conver- 
ſation are the moſt pleaſing of any which 
we enjoy ; yet there 1s very little Care 
taken to improve ourſelves for the frequent 
Repetition of them. And the common 
Fault in this Caſe, is that of growing too 
intimate, and falling into diſpleaſing Fa- 
miliarities, where even the Deſign of Con. 
verſation is inverted. If we were to give 
2 ſerious Attention to every trifling, vain, 


and impertinent Thing ſaid in Company, 


we ſhould be aſhamed to ſpeak or hear; 
we ſhould perhaps condemn ourſelves to a 
perpetual Silence, more injurious to Con- 
verſe than unprofitable Diſcourſe, 

. ?Tis a fad thing, when Men have nei- 
ther Wit enough to ſpeak well, nor Judg- 
ment enough to hold their Tongues ; this 1s 
the Foundation of all Impertinence. Who 
can promiſe himſelf, in keeping much Com- 
pany, to avoid meeting with certain vain, 
light, familiar, and poſitive People, who 
are the ſpeaking Men in Converſation, and 
compel every one elſe to hear them? And yet 
perhaps theſe Men either ſpeak before they 
think, or tediouſly ſtudy for every thing they 
ſay. There is certainly ſuch a thing as ſpeat- 


ing well, ſpeaking juſily, and ſpeaking 1 
* n 
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In the Company we keep, we ſhall of- 
ten meet with Perſons who diſguſt us with 
their ridiculous Expreſſions; with the Nevel- 
ty and Impropriety of the Terms they uſe, 
which come trom no body's Mouth but their 
own, and were not deſigned by the firſt In- 
ventors to fignify what they intended them 
for. They obſerve neither Reaſon nor Cuſ- 
tom in their Diſcourſe; but ſpeak according 
to their fooliſh Whimſies. Fond of being 


inſenſibly into a peculiar Jargon, which be- 
comes at length their natural Dialect. All 


and they are above expreſſing any one Thin 
in the common Way. | | 
How often are we teazed in Company 
with a Coxcomb, who ſtutters out ſome of 
his own Follies and Vanities; has ſo little 
Conſideration for the Time, Perſons, or 
Decency, that he tells every one their own 
without intending itz and no ſooner ſets 
himſelf down, but he diſobliges the whole 
Table, and. does not perceive it? Theſe 
Companions are ſo grating and uneaſy, 
that one would ſubmit to be cloiſtered up 
; a Cell, rather than ſupport the Fatigue of 

em, | 
1 have already obſerved, that on our 
coming into the World, we cannot be too 
cautious in the Choice of our Company; ſo 
E 2 neither 


8 
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neither can we ſet too great a Guard on 
our Lips, or think we may be careleſs what 
Words eſcape us. We may as eaſily ſlip 
into Offence with our Tongues, as incur 
Danger by too open and inquiſitive Ears; 
and this Way ruin the Advantages of Con- 
ver/ation; for though the Comforts of human 
Life depend on Svciety, though it is a Plea- 
jure of the firſt Magnitude, yet Company is 
ſo dangerous, and Speech ſo liable to be 
depraved, that what was intended for our 
Advantage, becomes often the Source of our 
greateſt Misfortunes, We are apt to count 
it a Part of our Birtbright to let looſe our 
Tongues, and to uſe the Spur where we ſhould 
uſe the Bride, Thus Conver/ation is gene- 


rally corrupted; and he that enters into 


Company, has almoſt as many Snares as 
Companions, Every one, by his Diſcourſe, 
Example, or Behaviour, does recommend 
to us, or imprint in us, or by a kind of 
Contagion inſenſibly infect us with ſome Vice 
or other; ſo that Converſation, which was 
intended to cultivate our Minds, and civilize 
the World, hath turned it almoſt to a WÄ.il- 
derneßß. 

But therefore ſhall we take Pet at the 
World? ſhall we run into Deſarts, to avoid 
Society, and bury ourſelves in Solitude, for 
fear of being infected? ſhall we quit our 
Stations in Life, turn /avage by mea 

an 
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and ſuffer no Company, for Fear of bad? 


No, it is ſufficient only that we uſe C au. 
tion; that we borrow A/itances from our 
Senſe, our Reaſon, and our Education; that 
our Words and Manners be ſtrict and un- 
blemiſh*d 3 and that we labour neither to be 


ſeduced to our Detriment, or Jay Snares for 


trapping of others. This 13 a Point of ſuch 
Importance, that upon it depends the whole 
Courſe of young Gentlemen's Lives and Min- 
ners: The frequenting with wicked Cempa-— 
nions, brings them acquainted with Vice, 
makes them behold it without Emotion; by 


Degrees they begin to act it with ſome 


Pleaſure, and Time breeds in them a Habit 
of loving it. 5 | 

St. Auguſtine, by a low, but very apt Al- 
luſion, has ſet out the Danger of ill Com- 
pany; It is a Nail, ſays he, driven into a 
Poſe with a Hammer, which after the firſt 
and ſecond Strcke, may be drawn out with tit- 
te Difficulty ; but being once driven up to the 
Head, the Pincers can take no beld to draw 
it , which cannot be done but by Deſtruc- 
lion of the Wood. It is even thus in relation 
to Society ; We may be eaſily weaned from 
pernicious Comparions, before they are 
wedged into our Souls, and incorporated with 
us; but when once they have taten Hold of 
us by a ſtrong and deep Intereſt, the Sepa- 
ration cannot be made without imminent 


E 3 Preju- 
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Prejudice. The phyſical Advice of the 
Poet, is very applicable to this Subject, 


Principiis obſta; ſerò Medicina paratur, 


Cum mala per longas invaliere moras. 


Guard againſt the firſt Symptoms of your Diſtemper , 
for Medicines are applied too late when the Ma- 
lady has gat Head through too long Delays. 


The Difference of Men is in ſome 
Meaſure to be read in their Behaviour; and 
a ſhort Obſervation of that will often tell 
us, as much as a long Conference and In- 
It is our Buſineſs, therefore, 
before we fix our Companion, to take out 
Leſſons from his Deportment for our Secu- 
rity; to ſurvey what Recommendations he 
carries with him, and be as timorous, as 
we ſhould be of going aboard a leaky Vel- 
{el in a troubled Sea. 

Now, as the Hazards are great of a diſ 
Jelute Converſation ; ſo, on the other Hand, 
there is nothing that puts better Thoughts 
in a Man than @ good Companion: For Ex- 


ample hath the Force of Precept, and touch- 


es the Heart with an Affection to Goodneſs. 
It is indeed a fair Step towards Happine/s 
and Virtue, to delight in the Converſation 
of good and wiſe Men; and where thoſe can- 
not be had, it is belt to keep no Company 


at 
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at all. There are ſome Perſons whoſe Com- 
| paxy we cannot too much frequent; *tis cer- 
| tain, by ſeeing them often, beſides the In- 
| provement we have by being with them, 
| we gain a good Eſteem to ourſelves, as we 
| perfume ourſelves unawares by walking 
| amongſt the Jeſſamines and Orange-Trees. 
A Man of good Breeding and good Morals 


hath ſolid Virtues in him; and when we 
once love him for theſe Endowments, we 
ſhall always love him. 
However we are ſupplied with Vit and 
Learning, we ought ſtill to be more willing 
to hear than to ſpeak, to learn than to teach: 
It being a great Folly to be more ready to 
ſhew all that is in us, rather than learn Knows- 


| ledge of another; to ſpend our own Stock, 


rather than. to get new. Applauſe attends a 
Moderation in this Reſpect; and we ſhall 
be valued while we are neither over /ilent, 
nor over talkative : The firſt Error may lay 
us open to a Cenſure of Stupidity or Scorn; 
and the latter will render us accuſable of 
Giadineſs of the Brain. e 

There is one Unhappineſs of mix'd Con- 
derſalion, which reigns too much in all Com- 
panies; an Affectation of being reputed Ora- 


tors, and ſpeaking above the Pitch of Com- 


prehenfion, The beſt Art of Speech ſhews 
itſelt under a natural Dreſs. Our Di 
courſe ſhould never ſmell of Study and Ela- 
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borateneſs: It is a Pedantry that deſerves 
not the Benefit of Pardon: For unleſs our 


Speech be fitted to the Capacities of thoſe 
we diſcourſe with, though it be never fo 


elaborate, it will rather confound than edi- 


fy. Too much Fancy is not neceſſary in 
our Converſation; it begets vain and pue- 
rile Zdeas, which tend neither to make us 
wiſer nor better, Our Thoughts ſhould be 
produced by good Senſe and. right Reaſon, 
and ought always to be the Effect of our 
Judgment. 

I do not know whether I am not in 
ſome ſort ſlipped from my Argument, and 
giving Directions, rather for our Manner of 


Speech, than Converſation in general: How- 


ever, if this be not the main Body of the 
Subject, I dare ſay it muſt be looked upon 
as a material Branch, We are obnoxious 
to ſo many criminal Indecencies of Expreſ- 
ſion, that giddy and unintended Words fre- 
quently make the Danger of Society; and 


theſe habitual and uncorrected Faults, often 


contribute to pervert the Manners and de- 


bauch the Mind. 


Our Words, and common Strain of Talk- 
ing, may be very blameable and pernici- 
ous in many kinds; they may be froward, 
avuſive, and ſcurrilous; they may be 


Wwanlon, vicious, and obſcene; they may 


be loaded with Oaths and Inprecations, 
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or tower into a yet higher blaſphemous 
Impiety. 

To /peak, and to offend with ſome People, 
are one and the ſame thing. Their Diſ- 
poſition is ſharp and bitter, their Language 
mingled with Gall, and Wormweod; and 
Rattling, Injury, and Inſolence, run from 
their Lips like Spittle. The little Vivacity 
and Wit they have, do more Hurt than 
other Mens Dulneſs; not always ſatisficcd 
wich giving ſharp Anſwers, they attack 
frequently with Arrogance; they ftrike 


whenever they ſpeak, and wound the Pre- 


ſent and Abſent, at leaſt, in their Repu- 
tations, Inſtead of giving ourſelves over 
to ſuch rude and injurious Liberties, we 
ſhould weigh our unborn Words in the 
Ballance, make our Speech temperate and 
decent, and keep it up to a Strain of Cour- 
teſy and Civility. Nothing can more charm 
than that Graciouſneſs of Language, 2@ 
nm los quidem quos damnat offendit, hut 
gives no Offence, even where it gives Reproot. 
Good Words are afforded at the ſame Price 
as i; and are not only cheap, but preva- 
lent upon all Occaſions. The Air and 
Manner, which we neglect as little Things, 
are frequently what the World judge us 
by, and make them decide for or againſt 
us. A little Care to appear obliging and 
Polite before Men, will prevent their making 


E 5 a bad 
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a bad Judgment of us. The leaft Thing 
in the World is enough to make People 
believe we are proud, uncivil, diſdainful, 

and diſobliging. On the other Hand, as lit- 
tle is required to be eſteemed the contrary. 

To make ourſelves be heard with Pleaſure, 
we muſt ſay ſuch Things as others will be 
glad to hear, and ſay them pleaſantly; which 
is the beſt Way to make us be beloved: 

For Politeneſ5 ſeems to be a certain Care, 
by the Manner of our Words and Actions, 
to make others pleaſed with us and them- 
ſelves. It gives a Man the Appearance of 
ſuppoſed Virtues; and makes him ſeem that 
without, which he ought to be within. In 
ſhort, it puts Merit forward, and renders 
it agreeable z and a Man muſt have emi- 
nent Qualifications to ſupport himſelf with- 
out it. 

As to the ſecond Vice of Speech, it is 
of a Nature no Apologies can excuſe ; and 
whenever introduced in Society, ſhews 
Converſation at a very low Ebb indeed, or 
the Morals of the Company bad to a great 
Degree: It is very rare that an artful double 
Entendre can have a Grace; but a down- 
right Obſcenity muſt always be ſhocking : 
Modeſty is a 
reign in all Diſcourſes: We ſhould ſuppoſe 
her ſitting at the Head of our Tables; and 
expect her Cenſure and ſevere — 
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whenever we are rude enough to put her 
to the Bluſh: Let us be cautious of of- 
fending ſo nice a Miſtreſs; nor let her ſee 


us pleaſed at Farntonneſs., We ought to 
keep our Hearts from drawing in the Breath. 
of obſcene Diſcourſes; which are the very 
Peſt of Converſation, Let us guard our 
Ears, check the Pleaſure in our Eyes, and 
preſerve our Minds and Inclinations un- 
tainted, We ſhould learn herein to imitate 
the Philoſopher Xenocrates, who being aſk- 
ed an obſcene Queſtion, made no Reply : 
Being again importuned to anſwer, faid 


moſt commendably, De tali re te homi- 


nem vanum interrogare decet, me autem re- 


| ſpondere nequaquam z You ſhould put your 


Queſtions of this Sort to ſome vile and light 
Companion; it is filling in me to give you no 
Anſwer. | 

In ſhort, ob/cene Speeches, like Oil falling 
upon Linnen, will ſpread much; and as 
the Poiſon of the Body enters by the Mouth, 
ſo the Poiſon of the Heart enters by the 
Ear; and therefore thoſe who have Honeſty 
in their Hearts, will have only civil and 
modeſt Words in their Meuths. 

The too common Faſhion of Oaths and 
{mprecations, ſavours ſtrongly both of Le- 
vity and Prophaneneſs: It is a Sin that 
flies in the Face of an expreſs. Command- 
ment: Our Qaths call the facred King of 
E 6 Hea- 
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Heaven a Witneſs to all the Vanities we 
utter; who, were we rightly to conſider, 
can only teſtify to our Diſobedience. We 
are not to take his Name in vain, or to 
ſtrengthen our Aſſeveration by ſuch an Ap- 
peal: Yet is this Crime grown 1nto a.Cul- 
tom; and the Invocation of our Mater to 
every Trifle, uſed but as a florid Expletive 
in Speech. 
 Oaths and Blaſpbemies by way of Tropes 
and Figures; and yea, yea, and nay, nay, 
are not only literally, but ſignificantly 
baniſhed out of Converſation. It mult be 
both Want of Senſe and Religion, that can 
make a Man guilty in this kind; and it 
was excellently well ſaid, That this Folly 


had no Temptation to excuſe it, no Man 


being born of a ſwearing Conſtitution. The 
other Species of this Enormity, is an impious 
a Habit of Imprecation, Daring and inſo- 
lent! Shall we that cannot add one Cubit 
to our Stature, wiſh Damnation to the Soul 
of our Brother? Or ſhall we confirm the 
Fooleries of our Tongues, with calling down 
Perdition on our own Heads, and not ex- 
pect the Almighty ſhould take us at our 
Words? ©. 

Blaſpheming is another Part of the Exe- 


crable Faults in Speech; and one that ſtands 


in the higheſt Rank of Inpieiy. It is an 
inſulting of Heaven, and all Things ſacred; 
a Crime 


Diſcourſes are adorned with 
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a Crime peculiarly of the Growth of Athe- 
i/m, and which ſurely can be practiſed only 
by thoſe who have renounced all Thoughts 
of Futurity, flatter*d themſelves out of the 
Exiſtence of a Godbead, that either hears 
or can avenge their Impiety: J fay, it 
ſhould be only theſe Reprobates, that can 
give into a Guilt of ſo horrid a Com- 
plexion; yet I fear, this Abomination is 
uſed for Wit and Gallantry, even by ſuch 
as are check*d in Conſcience at it; by ſuch 
as are ſcar'd with Nature's common Opera- 
tions and ſhrink into Corners at the Grum- 
bling of Thunder. | 
I will expatiate no farther on theſe Heads; 
but rather draw them, and the Subject of 
my Diſcourſe into an Application; which 
is, that we ſhould look on all theſe Vices 
of the Tongue with Contempt, Horror, and 
Deteſtation; that we ſhould guard againſt 
the Practice of them in ourſelves; and that 
Caution will ſecure us from being infected 
by them in other Perſons: It will be a Di- 
rection in the Choice of our Acquaintance, 
and teach us to abandon the Commerce of 
thoſe, who give themſelves a Looſe in ſuch 
Liberties. There is no greater Mark nor 
Diſcovery of a Man, than to judge him 
by the Company he keeps; it being impoſſi- 
ble but that he ſhall much reſemble them, 


| and partake of ſome of their Qualities, Bad 


Com- 


86 CONVERSATION, and the 
Company is very contagious to the wiſeſt 
and beſt ſettled Men; for, as Plutarch has 
ſomewhere obſerved, Si juxta claudum 
habites, ſubclaudicare diſces: If you live too 
near a lame Man, be will unavoidably teach 
you 10 halt. 

Amongſt wiſe Men, the principal End 
of Company is Conference ;, and Conference to 
be better'd by, is not ufually met with in 
Crowds: The Chattering of Magpies is bet- 
ter Muſic than a Conſort of ſenſeleſs Per- 
ſons; and a Deſart is to be preferred before 
debauch'd Companions; for the Wildneſs of 
the Place is but unc bear ful, whilſt the Wild- 
neſs of lewd Perſons is infectious. 


Judgment and Caution are therefore to 


be cp to direct us in the Choice of 
thoſe, with whom we covet to be familiar 
and intimate; and we muſt not catch at 
the Offers of every forward Companion 
who courts our Acquaintance. It will con- 
cern us much, not to be too raſh in faſten- 
ing on the next that may accidentally offer ; 
nor preſently to affect every one that pre- 
tends to be fond of our Friendſhip. Let 
the Search rather begin on our own Part; 
and our Choice fix on thoſe who. approve 
themſelves really worthy of our Reſpect: 
For what is cheap, and with Eaſe obtain'd, 
is too often below our Notice. Perſons 
who en ſtick and twiſt themſelves 
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about us, are generally ſuch as deſerve our 
Scorn and Contempt; and upon a long and 
ſerious View of all Circumſtances, we ought 
rather to court the Kindneſs of thoſe who 
are of Repute in the World, and may prove 
molt advantageous to ourſelves. The Re- 
ply of the famous Zeuxis, to ſome who 
blamed the Slowneſs of his Pencil, de- 
ſerves our Conſideration; That he there- 
fore ſpent a long Time in painting, becauſe he 
deſigns his Work ſhould laſt io Eternity. So 
he that would ſecure a laſting Friend/hip 
and Acquaintance, muſt firſt deliberately 
judge, and thoroughly try its Wortb, before 
he ſettles it. h | 

It may be objected, That this Curioſity 


of Choice and Fudgment is dependent on every 


caſual Familiarity and Commerce, and only 
of uſe in reſpect to the ricteſt Friendſhips. 
But let us conſider, that the moſt ca/nal 
Converſation is an Avenue to Friendſhip, and 
the ſtricteſt Unions generally are founded 
on ſlight Occurences. Familiarity and Con- 
verſe are the genuine Products and En- 
joy menrs of true Friendſbip; and the higheſt 
Pleaſure the beſt Friends aim at, is a u- 
tual Exchange of good Humour, a daily 
Complacency in each other's Company, and 
a free Communication of their Thoughts, De- 
Hus, and Counſels, 


Fhat 


Fabit of Viriue; than which 
nothing is more rarely found in Nature, 
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88 CONVERSATION, and the 


That which procures Love and Friend. 
ſoip in the World, is a ſweet and obliging 
Temper of Mind, a lively Readineſs in do- 
ing good Offices, together with a conſtant 


1al1fications, 


This World is linked together by Love, and 
Men by Converſation; and one of the great- 
eſt Pleaſures we enjoy herein (if duly 
weigh'd) is the ſweet Society of a Friend, 


which multiplies our Js, and divides our 
Grieß. There can be 10 ſtricter Union up- 


on Earth, than that of a virtueus Friendſbip. 
And nothing can be more ſatisfactory, than 
to improve and benefit that Perſon who is 
thus become a Part of us. 

I ' would not be thought to aſſert, That 
we ought to confine ourſelves only to on 
Friend; but, amongſt the reſt, there ſhould 
be one eminently ſo. The Term carries 


| Society in it; but affects not a Herd or 
Number. 


A Friend being uſually called 
and eſteem'd another Self, is a convincing 
Argument, that the Number Two 1s the 
adequate and compleat Number of Friend- 
ſhip; and ſuch was it accounted by the 
Roman Poet, when he ſaid, Nos duo turbs 
fumus, The moit eager Affection, if deri- 
ved among numerous Objects, like a Ri- 
ver derived into ſeveral Channels, muſt 
needs flow very weak and languiſhing. Lay- 
| ing 
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CHOICE of FRIENDS. 89 
ing all at once the Foundations of ſeveral Ac- 
quaintances, we leave each unfiniſh'd; and 
when we have ſcarce fixed on one, our 
Love immediately palls there, while we 
paſſionately purſue ſome other: Like Wo- 
men of the Town, admitting the Embraces 
of all Gallants that come; at the gay Ap- 
pearance of the laſt which occurred, we 
neglect, ſlight, and forget the former, and 
one joſtles the Image of the other out of 
our Fancies, | 


The uſeful and profitable Converſations, 


© which give a right Stamp and Impreſſion 


to our Minds, are thoſe Friends that will 
be Supporters to us in our Proſperities, 
Safeguards in our Difficulties, Counſellors in 
our Doubts, and Comforts in our Adverſities. 
With thoſe we ought to contract a ſtrict Ac- 
quaintance and Inwardneſs, and embrace 
their Company upon all fitting Opportu- 
nities. We ſhall ſee ſome who have hot 
and cold Fits of Friendſhip; that ſhall hug 
you one Day, and not know you the next. 
This Unevenneſ5 of Temper is by all means 
to be avoided in Converſation: A good Man 
will always keep a ſteady Courſe of Friend- 
ſhip, which may always run like a ſmooth 
Stream, and never change, but be a perpe- 
tual Spring. 

There are three Requiſites, as Plutarch 


tells us to true Friendſhip ; Virtue, as a 


Thing 


90 CONVERSATION, and the 
Thing lovely and deſirable; Familiar Con. 
verſation, as pleaſant; and Advantage, as 
neceſſary. For we muſt firſt chuſe a Friend 
upon a right Judgment made of his ex- 
cellent Qualities : Having choſen him, we 


muſt perceive a Pleaſure in his Converſe ; 


and upon Occaſion, he muft be »/eful to 
us in our Concerns. All which (eſpecially 
Judęment in our Choice, the main Point 
of all) are inconſiſtent with @ numerous Ac- 
quaintance, 4 

Now, that human Friendſbips are partly 
founded upon the Wants and Imperfectiom 
of Nature, may be ſaid without Diſparage- 


ment to ſo noble a Relation. The Exchange 


of Offices, when *tis managed with Frank- 
neſs and Fidelity, excites native Genere/ity, 
and improves into Confidence and Affection. 
Indeed, to derive Friendſbip meerly from 
Indigence, is, in my Opinion, to miſtake 
its Original, and aſſign it too mean an Ex- 
traction. Inclination, and Eſteem, and Gene- 
roſity, ſeem more creditable and likely Cauſes 
of ſo noble a Production. *Tis Worth, and 
Bravery, and good Humour, which engage 
one virtuous Perſon to another. Theſe 
Qualities excite Admiration, and Admiration 
improves into Love, and Love proceeds to 
Intimacy and Union. 

I believe I may add, that Conformity of 


Judgment and Temper ſeem no inconſi- 
| derable 
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| Choice of FRIENDS. 91 
derable Motives to begin a Friendſhip. A 


 Reſemblance in Humour or Opinion, a Fancy 


© for the ſame Buſineſs or Diverſion, is often- 
times a Ground of Affection. Men love to 
ſee their Thoughts and Inclinations ap- 


proved; and Nature, like Narciſſus, 1s 


| ſtrangely taken with its. own Reflection. 
A Man ſees his own Being, as it were, 


doubled and extended in his Friend; and 
then *tis no wonder if he loves him. 
ſo frequent Riſe of Friendſhip gives no ſmall 
| Sanction to Ariſtotle's Definition of it, 
| Mizy PN Jvoiv owpdro ig, that it is 
| _— of a ſingle Soul inbabiting a Pair of 
Bodies. 


This 


The Poets, whoſe Deſcriptions ought al- 


ways to have Truth and Nature in View, 
| through all Ages, even down to the Mo- 
| derns, have kept up to the ſame Notions 
| of this great Union, and Dryden's Anthony 
and Dolobella, are a ſubſtantial Proof of it, 


T had a Friend that lov'd me, 

I was his Soul, he liv'd not but in me. 

Me were ſo chs'd within each other's Breaſts, 
The Rivets were not found that join'd us firſt : 
Toat dies not reach us yet ;—IVe were ſo mix'd 
I meeting Streams; both to our ſelves were loſt. 
e were one Maſs ; we could not give or take 


But from the ſame; fer He was I; J He. 
Tully 


92 CONVERSATION, and the 


Tully was the firſt who obſerved, Thit 
Friendſhip improves Happineſs, and abate; 
Miſery, by the doubling of our Joy, and 


dividing of our Grief, Theſe are Effects, 
indeed, that extreamly add to the Price of 
an Intimacy; for the beſt Society and Con. 
verſation, is that in which the Heart has 
a greater Share than the Head. 75% 
who have no Friend to diſcharge their Cares, 
and their Grievances upon, ſays Mr. Collier, 
are (if one may uſe ſo harſh an Expreſſion ) a 
ſort of Cannibals to themſelves, and prey upon 
their own Vitals, A {ſwelling Diſcontent 
is apt to ſuffocate and ſtrangle without 
Paſſage: Whereas thoſe who live within 
the Communication of ' Friendſhip, have a 
Vent for their Misfortunes. They may fafe- 
ly go to the Bottom of the Matter, report 
the niceſt Caſe, and expoſe the Part affect. 
ed to Cure and Compaſſion. Friendſbi 
has a noble Effect upon all Accidents and 
Conditions: It reheves our Cares, raiſes cur 
Hopes, and abates our Fears: It doubles oil 
Joys, and divides our Griefs. A Friend 
who relates his Szcce/5, talks bimfelt in 
a new Pleaſure: And by opening his Mi 
fortunes, leaves Part of them behind him. 
Friendſhip, like fome univerſal Medicus, 
works contrary Ways, but always to Ul 
Benefit of Nature. And as the Union 
Bodies fortifies the Action at Home, 2 
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| weakens the Impreſſions of Violence; fo 
there is a proportionable Improvement from 
the Union of Minds. | 
It is Ciceros Advice, That we ſhould 
prefer Friendſhip to all human Things; and 
| his Reaſon is, Nihil eft enim tam Nature 
| aptum, tam conveniens ad res, vel ſecundas 
| vel adverſas: Becauſe there is nothing ſo 
agreeable to Nature, or ſo convenient to our 
Affairs, whether in Proſperity or Adverſiy. 
It is a Quality of that refin'd Nature, that 
it abſolutely renounces a Commerce with 
| Vie; and Virtue alone begets or maintains 
95 52 | 
What is Life to him who cannot repoſe 
| his Cares on the mutual Benevolence of a 
| Friend? What greater Bleſſing is there, 
| than to poſſeſs the Man with whom you 
may intruſt the Secrets of your Soul as 
| ſafely as with yourſelf ? Where would 
| be the great Advantage of good Fortune, 
| Without a Partner to ſhare the Joys of your 
Succeſs? So Calamity would be an inſup— 
| portable Weight, without one whoſe Pity 
| and condoling Kindneſs are fond of eaſin 
| you of half your Burthen. All other Things 
| defirable in Life are good, as appropriated 
to ſome Particular: Money ſerves our U ſes; 
Riches procures us Reſpect; Honours gain us 
| Applauſe; Pleaſures contribute to our En- 
| joyment of the World; Health ſecures us 
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04 CONVERSATOIN, and the 
againſt Pain, and gives us the true Uſe of 
our Limbs. Friend/bip contains in it a 


Number of Conveniences: It is of Service 


in all Exigencies and Circumſtances of Life; 
is to be excluded from no Place or Occa. 


ſion; can never be unſeaſonable, never 


troubleſome. 

The ſame great Orator gives a ſignal In- 
ſtance of the Force of Friendſbip, and its 
Conſonance to human Nature, When Max. 
cus Pacuvius wrote his Tragedy of Pylades 
and Oreſtes, wherein the latter being in Dan- 


ger from the Reſentments of a Prince, to 


whom he was perſonally unknown, the gal. 
lant Pylades, to reſcue his Friend from Death. 
proclaim'd that he was Oreſtes; and Oreſies, 
as fearful of his Friend's Danger, ſtrove to 
convince them of the Error they were run- 
ning into through the Generoſity of Pylades, 


and as conſtantly aſſerted, that he alone was 


the obnoxious Perſon. The Philoſopher 
makes the following Remark on ſo pathe- 
tic an Incident: Stantes plaudebant in re 
44: quid arbitramur in verd fuiſſe fatturos? 
Facile indicabat ipſa natura vim ſuam; un 
bomines, quod facere ipſi non poſſent, id reli 
fieri in altero judicarent: The Audience, lays 
he, applauded the Fiction; what are we 10 
think they would have done, bad it been a Re- 
ality? Nature herſelf, without Conſtraim, 
confeſ9d ber Force, when Men Judg'd that 
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bravely done in another, which they could not 
have perform'd themſelves. CER, 

Now, though many and ſignal Advan- 
tages are reap'd from Friendſhip, yet it ought 


not to flow from a ſordid Hope thereof, or 


be founded on ſo baſe a Bottom as Intereſt : 


For as we are liberal, and inclin*d to good 


Offces, not to make a Merit, or be thanked 
for our Services, (for we are not to play 
the Uſurers in Benefits, but be carried to 


© Bounty by a Propenſity in Nature 3) ſo we 
muſt conceive, that Friendſbip is not to be 
” ſought from a View to Profit, and an ava- 
| ricious Inclixation, but all its Fruits and Ad- 


| vantages ſhould conſiſt in the Paſſion of Love 


and mutual Benevolence. 


This Correſpond- 


ence of Love is to put them on an abſolute 


; Equality; and all their Emulation and Strife 
* muſt be, which can get the Start in Acts of 
| Kindneſs, | 


On whatever Terms of Inequality the 


| Union be contracted, Love muſt reconcile 
| the Lines of Difference, and make them 
| run parallel. He that ſtands on an Emi- 
| nence of Fortune, muſt ſtoop his. Hand for 
| his Friend, and raiſe him up towards his 
own Ground: The Advantage muſt be 
| laid aſleep. 
| of Superiority, or diſcountenancing of Free. 
dm on the one Hand; nothing of Envy 
or Repining on the other. As far as Pru- 


There muſt be no Challenge 


dence 
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96 CONVERSATION, 47nd the 
dence and Fuſtice will permit we ought to 
uſe a Friend with all the Frantneſs and Ge- 
neroſity imaginable, There muit be no 
Stinting of Inclination, no Computing upon 
Favours, for fear we ſhould do more than 
we receive; for this is more like Mer. 
chandize than Friend/hip. Exactneſs, and 
Management, and Obſervation, are Signs 
of Indifferency and Diftruſt: Such a Prac- 
tice may do well enough among Strangers; 
but a Friend ſhould be treated at a nobler 
Rate, and uſed with more Confidence and 
Affection. We ſhould examine his Occa- 
ſions, and prevent his Deſires; nor give 
him Time to think he wanted an Aſſiſtance, 
A Forwardneſs to oblige, is a great Grace 
upon a Kindneſs, and doubles the intrinſic 
Worth. 201% bres ;; 

If the Conſiderations of Profit were to 
be the Cement of Friend/hip, as the Ad- 
vantage ſlacken'd, the Union would diſſolve: 
+ But as Nature cannot be chang'd ; ſo Friend. 
ſhips, eſtabliſhed on her Principles, are ne- 
ver impair'd, but are of equal Duration 
with Life. e 

It ought to be a principal Law in Friend. 
ſ#ips, neither to require an unjuſt Thing to 
be done, nor to do one on Importunity: 
Friendſbip there loſes its Name, where Vio- 
lations of Conſcience or Honour intrude. All 
Importunities againſt Juſtice, are feveriſh 
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Defires and not to be qualified, He that 
would engage me unwarrantably, takes me 
for an ill Perſon: His Motion is an Af- 
front, and I ought to renounce him for the 
Injury of his Opinion : This Rule proves 
the Maxim I but now advanced, That real 
Friendſhip could only be amongſt good Men, 
and exiſts in Virtue, | 

I has been a pretty difficult Queſtion (ſays 
CicERO) whether wew Friends, that are not 
xmrworthy of being admitted into Friendſhip, 
are ever to be preferred to old ones: As it is 
uſual to eſteem young Horſes above thoſe worn 
with Years and Service. A Doubt, ſays he, 
unworthy of a Man: For wwe ought not to be 
ſatiated with Friendſhip, as with other Things, 


Moſt Things (like Wines that will bear 


Age) ſhould have an Aditional Sweetneſs 
from Time: And in this one Inſtance under 
Debate, we may believe the Wiſdom of the 
Son of Sirach: Forjake net an old Friend; 


| for the new is not comparable to bim: A new 


Friend is as new Wine; when it is old thou 


Halt drink it with Pleaſure. 


As we are to indulge a Friend when choſe, 
ſo likewiſe our Election muſt be regulated 
by Time : We are not to be raſh and pre- 


cipitate, but Jet Deliberation and Judgment 


approve our Choice, Beadiugs pv AQ” 


yive, ſays SOCRATES; Make thyſelf a 
| Friend ſlowly, The ſacred Author, J be- 
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98 CONVERSATION, and the 


fore quoted, ſtrikes in with the Rea ſonable · 


neſs of this Opinion; F thou wouldſt get a 
Friend, prove him firſt and be not haſty 10 
credit : For ſome Man is a Friend for bis own 
Occaſion, and will not abide in the Day of 
thy Trouble: And there is a Friend, who ing 
turd to Enmity aud Strife, will diſcover thy 
Reproach, *Tis plain, therefore, that we 
ought to make choice of Perſons of ſuch Ho- 
nour, for our Friends, as, if they ſhould ceaſe 
to be fo, will not abuſe our Confidence, nor 
give us cauſe to fear them as Enemies, 


As the Danger of Converſation lies in the 


Society of Perſons of vicious Principles, ſo 
the greateſt Hazard of contracting Friend. 
ſhips, is for fear of falling into the Hands 
of Flatterers : For, Flattery, to deſcribe it, 
in a Word, is no better than Iutereſt under 
the Diſguiſe of Friendſbip: Tis a ſmooth 
Application to the Vanily of another, The 
Art conſiſts in ſtealing on the blind Side, 
ſeizing the Humour, and managing the 
Weakneſs of a willing Property: With one 
of this Conſtitution, Terence's Obſervation 

valid, Ob/Jequium amicos, veritas odiun 
parit : That Obſequiouſne/s alone. makes them 
Friends, and: telling the Truth incurs their 
Averſion. 

The Wealthy and the Ne are moſt 
obnoxious to this Sort of Impoſition. A 


Flatterer's Aim is * Iniereſt; 4 and 
tnere* 
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the moſt of his Diſcretion, if he 
To 
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therefore he11 endeavour to ply where there's 
moſt to be gotten, Thieves don't uſe to 
ſet upon Beggars; a poor Man's Brains 
are not worth the plundering: He may be 
allowed to underſtand himſelf, and make 
pleaſes. 
purſue ſuch Game as this, is but Loſs of 
Time, and ſetting a Butterfly. 

As Conformity of Manners goes one Step 
towards the eſtabliſhing of Friendſbip; the 


FHlatterer will be ſure to take care to ſuit the 


Temper of him he means to play upon : 
His Buſineſs is to counterfeit the Inclina- 


tion, and affect the Diverſions of another: 


He is for Town or Country, for Company 
or Retirement, for Exerciſe or Eaſe, as 
the World is given, and the Freak of his 
Property directs, : 

Did #!attery, indeed, as moſt other Mis- 
fortunes do, generally, or altogether, wait 
on the debauch'd and ignoble Part of Man- 
kind, the Miſchief were of leſs Conſequence, 
and might admit of an eaſier Prevention: 
But, as Worms breed moſt in ſweet and 
tender Woods, ſo ufually the moſt obliging, 
the moſt brave, and generous Tempers, 


readylieft receive, and longeſt entertain the 


flattering Inſect that hangs and grows upon 
them, It is a Diſeaſe, which I fear, too 
many bring upon themſelves by hatbouring 
too large Ideas of their own Merit, which 
— — F 2 | makes 
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makes them think another cannot well out- 
praiſe them, Our Affections uſually blind 
our diſcerning Faculties; and hence it is that 
we are fo frequently expoſed to the At- 
tempts of a Paraſite, under the Diſguiſe 
and Vizard of a Friend, For Self-Love, 
that grand Flatterer within, willingly enter- 
| tains another from without, who will but ſooth 
up and ſecond the Man in the good Opi- 


nion he has conceived of himſelf. For he 


who deſervedly lies under the Character of 
one that loves to be flattered, is doubtleſs 


ſufficiently fond of himſelf z and through 


abundance of Complaiſance to his own Per- 
ſon, not only wiſhes, but thinks himſelf 
Maſter of all thoſe Perfections which may 
recommend him to others, 

It is a Buſineſs, of no ſmall Importance, 
and which requires no ordinary Circum- 
| ſpeCtion, ſo to be able to know a Flatterer 
in every Shape he aſſumes, that the coun- 
terfeit Reſemblance ſome Time or other 
bring not true Friendſbip itſelf into Suſpici- 
on and Diſrepute: A Man may hold an 
unknown Flatterer in his Boſom, till the 
Hour of Trial once advances, when his 
verbal Friendſhip ſhould be put in Practice, 
and his ſwoln Pretenſions of Service amount 
to ſomething more than a bare Profeſſion. 
For then he begins to confeſs Falſchood, 
withdraws his Familiarity, puts on Airs of 

Do Con- 


„e 


ps q 
[2 
Sed 


Sbakeſpear, in a Speech of his Julius Caſar, 
has admirably deciphered theſe Shadows of 


feſſing Friend, and the direct Oppoſite of 


kind Things, engages him to ) confirm his 
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Conſtraint and Coolneſs, and yet would be 
thought rather to ſeem ſorry that he can 
not, than unwilling to lend his Aſſiſtance. 


Friendſhip, where he thus obſerves ; 


Ever note, Lucilius, 
When Love begins to lachen and decay, 
It uſeth an inforced Ceremony; 
There are no Tricks in plain and ſimple Faith : 
But hollow Men, like Horſes hot at Hand, 
Aale gallant Shew and Promiſe of their Metrle; 
But when they ſhould endure the bloody Spur, 


They fall their Creſt, and like deceitful Fades, 
Sink in the Trial. 


This is the true CharaRteriſtic of a pro- 


a real active one. Amicus cerius in re in- 
certd cernitur, ſays Ennius : A true Friend 
is diſtinguiſhed in the Criſis of Hazard and 
Neceſſity; when the Gallantry of his Aid 

may ſhew the Worth of his Soul, and the 


Loyalty of his Heart, The ſame Sincerity 


of Love, that taught his Tongue to ſpeak 


Kindneſs by Action. 


Flaltery, in ſhort, is nothing but falſe 
Friendſhip, fawning Hypocriſy, diſhoneſt 
a baſe Merchandize of Words, and 
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a plauſible Diſcord of the Heart and 
Lips. His Tongue walks ever in one 
Track of unjuſt Praiſes z and can no more 
tell how to diſcommend, than to ſpeak 


true, His Heart is nothing but a delightful 
Couſenage, whoſe Rules are ſmoothing and ſt 
guarded with Perjury 3 whoſe Scope is to s 
make Men Fools, in teaching them to over- | ca 
value themſelves. SF fa 
As Euripides ſays of Truth, That i loves WW In 
plain Language; ſo the Temper of a Friend | tc 
is ſincere, natural, without Paint or Var- ba 
niſh ; but that of a Flatterer, as it is cor- S fo! 
rupt and diſeas'd in itfelf, ſo ſtands it in his 
need of many, and thoſe curious and e- |W re 
quiſite Remedies too, to correct it. | vel 
It muſt be our Care, therefore, with the | anc 
utmoſt Penetration we are Maſters of, to By 
make Diſcoveries of the Man we would qu⸗ 
cheriſh ; to know ourſclves and diſtinguiſh if 
him. For Hlattery is an enſnaring Quality, coc 
and leaves a very dangerous Impreſſion; | hoo 
It ſwells a Man's Imagination, entertains Beh 
his Vanity, and drives him to Dotage upon onl. 
his Perſon. Some People are flattered out i Cor 
of common Senſe, their Underſtanding is E 
ſpirited away, and they have hardly the MW till! 
leaſt Glimpſe of themſelves. They live, WM Ex 
as it were, under Deluſion, repoſe prodi- lets, 
gious Confidence in the Succours of their | ade 
ſpecious Friend, and think it is impoſſible ſelf 


they 
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they can ever be unhappy. Indeed, the 


Friend whom Virtue or Religion hath gain'd, 
who is not fix*d either by Gain or Pleaſure, 
him Extremity doth but faſten ; whilſt, 
like a well-wrought Vault, he les the 
ſtronger, by how much more Weight he 
bears, When Neceffity calls him to it, he 
can be a Servant to his Equal, with the 
ſame Will wherewith he can command his 
Inferior, Theſe Qualities are the Touch- 
ſtones of Friendſhip, and that diſcover the 
baſe Metal of the Hatterer: For when Mis- 
fortunes begin to pinch and embaraſs, when 
his Aid is required to diſengage you, if he 
regards your Perſon, and values your Con- 


verſation, the Correſpondence will go on, 


and the old Signs of Friendſhip continue : 


| But if he grows willing to drop the Ac- 


quaintance, and withdraw his Ceremony, 


if his Air grows flat, and his Countenance 


cools, theſe are all Indications of Falſe- 
hood and Management. This Change of 
Behaviour argues his former Fondneſs was 
only to furniſh his Fancy, and ſerve his 
Convenience. 8 

But it will not be Wiſdom in us to ſtay 
till ſuch fatal Junctures, and then to try the 
Experiment; which will not only be uſe- 
leſs, but dangerous and hurtful : For 'tis 
a deplorable thing for a Man to find him- 
ſelf then deſtitute of Friends, when he 
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moſt wants them, and has not an Oppor- 
tunity neither of exchanging his falſe and 
faithleſs for a faſt and honeſt Friend. And 
therefore we ſhould rather try our Friend, 
as we do our Money; whether or no he be 
5 and current, before we need him. 


or 'tis not enough to diſcover the Cheat 


to our Coſt, but we muſt ſo underſtand the 
Flatterer, that he put no Cheat upon us: 
Otherwiſe we ſhould act like thoſe who 
needs take Poiſon to know its Strength, 
and fooliſhly hazard their Lives, to inform 
their Judgments. 


But as a reaſonable Caution is neceſſary, 


as our Reaſon muſt endeavour to defend us 
againſt Frauds; ſo, on the other Hand, 
Prejudice and capricious Jealouſies are not 
to lead us into too light Suſpicions. We 
need not think every Compliment paid us, 
1s deſigning and treacherous; Commenda- 
tions, though too often ſavouring of Arti- 
fice, are not always certain Proofs of Flat- 
tery. *Tis true, to be always ringing of 
People's Praiſes in their Ears, and burning 


Pertumes before them, ſmells ſtrongly of 


Deſign : However, to commend upon fome 
Occaſion is a defenſible Practice, proper 
Acknowledgment, and a ſerviceable Office. 
It ſhews the Juſtice and Benevolence of our 
Temper, and that we are pleaſed with the 


Advantage of our Neighbour. We are not 
imme— 
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immediately to ſuſpect a pleaſant and an 
eaſy Converſation for a Cheat: For a Friend 
is not a dull taſteleſs thing; nor does the 
Decorum of Friendſbip conſiſt in Soureneſs 
and Auſterity of Temper, but its very Port 
and Gravity is ſoft and amiable. 
Indeed, did not the Laws of Friend/hip 
admit of a little Pleaſantry and good Hu- 
mour, why would the Paraſite inſinuate 
himſelf under that Diſguiſe? And yet he, 
as counterfeit Gold, imitates the Brightneſs 
and Luſtre of the true, always puts on the 
Eaſineſs and Freedom of a Friend, is al- 
ways pleaſant and obliging, and ready to 


comply with the Humour of his Compa- 
ny. And therefore *tis no way reaſonable 


to look upon every juſt Character that's 


given us as a Piece of Flattery : For cer- 


tainly a due and ſeaſonable Commendation * 
is as much the Duty of one Friend to 
another, as a pertinent and ſerious Repre- 
henſion: Nay, indeed, a ſoure querulous 


Temper is perfectly repugnant to the Laws 


of Friendſhip and Converſation : Whereas 
a Man takes a Chiding patiently from a 
Friend, who is as ready to praife his Vir- 
tues, as to animadvert upon his Vices; wil- 
lingly perſuading himſelt that mere Neceſſi- 
ty oblig'd him to reprimand, whom Kind- 
nels had firſt moved to commend him. 
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May it not be ſaid then, that *tis infi- 
nitely difficult to diſcover the Diſparity, 
and diſtinguiſh the Flatterer from the Friend, 
ſince there is no apparent Difference eicher 
betwixt the Satisfaction they create, or the 


Praiſes they beſtow, For ſince Friendſbip 
is agreeable and entertaining, Flatlery re- 


fines upon the Character, and creeps in un- 
der this Diſguiſe. Nothing is ſo {ſmooth as 
a Paraſite, He ſtrains his Courteſy, and 
carries the Complaiſance to an Exceſs : 
He waits upon every Turn of Humour, 
ſtrikes in with the Freaks, and commends 


the Follies of his Property : But then to 
cover himſelf from Sufpicion, he makes 


Profeſſion of great Impartiality, and clear 
Dealing. He declares againſt winking at 
the Weakneſs of a Friend, and ſuffer him 
to miſcarry without Notice, Without this 
Quality, he cries, Friendſbip is betray'd, and 
tberes no being true to the Engagements f 
Honour, By ſuch Kinds of Artifice does 
he faſten his Intereſt, make himſelf Maſter 
of the Perſon he practiſes upon, works 
himſelf into Credit, Efteem, Careſſes, and 
is let into Affection without being ſul- 
ipected. 

It was an artful, as well as noted Dil- 


ſimulation, in Altibiades, to fmother his 
particular Genius and Inclination, and con- 


lor ming himſelf to Appearance, to put " 
[ 
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the Manners and Diſpofitions of every 
Country where he reſided : Was it not be- 
ing a great Maſter in the Profeſſion, and 
flattering a whole City or Nation at once? 
While he liv'd at Athens, he affected Plea- 
ſantry and Jeſting, kept Horſes for the 


Race, followed the Mode, and appeared 


with an Equipage: When he dwelt at Spar- 
ta, he walked the Streets in a mean Habit, 
and conformed to the Diſcipline and unor- 
namented Manner of that Republic : When 
he travelled into Thrace, he put on a Milt- 
tary Humour, and was all for Fighting and 
Battle: When he removed from thence into 
the Perſian Dominions, he became a finiſh'd 
Debauchee, comply*d with the Licence of 
the Place, and ſpent his Time in Balls, In- 
trigues, and Entertainments. The common 
Hlatterer is but ſuch a Conformiſt in a nar- 
rower Circle; his Game is confin*d to one 
Object, and that he indefatigably purſues, - 
*T1s the Height of Injuſtice, ſays Plato, to 
appear juſt, and be really a Knave. So are 
we to look on thoſe 1 as moſt 
dangerous, who walk not barefaced, but in 
Diſguiſe 3 who make no Sport, "Wa mind 
their Buſineſs + For theſe often perſonate the 
true and ſincere Friend ſo exactly, that *tis 
enough to make him fall under the like 
Suſpicion of a Cheat, unleſs we be extreme- 
ly curious in remarking the Difference be- 
F 6 twint 
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twixt them. Now, becauſe the Enjoyment 
of a Friend is attended with the greateſt 
Satisfaction incident to Humanity, there- 
fore the Flatterer always endeavours to ren- 
der his Converſation highly . and 
agreeable. 

- It has been an Obſervation, that a Flat- 
terer may be diſcerned by counterfeiting 
Imperfections, imitating bad Qualities, and 
pretending a Reſemblance of Misfortune. 
When Dionyſius of Sicily grew dim-fighted, 
his Courtiers pretended it was an Epide- 
mical Diſtemper, tumbled upon one ano- 
ther, as if they were almoft blind, and 
threw down the Side-Boards, and the 
Diſhes. Thus, in the Reign of Alexander 
the Great, a wry Neck was the general 
Faſhion. This Imitation of Depravities is 
every Day conſpicuous amongft the Claſs 
of Mankind, who think to infinuate them- 
ſelves by Compliance of Fafhions and 
Geſtures, which it would be more com- 

mendable to avoid. 
It is a Taſk above my Power to aſcer- 
tain all the Rules by which a Flatterer 
may ſtand diſcloſed, or to enter into a De- 
tail of Cautions, by which any one may be 
fecured againſt his Attempts: The Art of 
the Vocation is ſo dependant on Circum- 
ſtances of Action and Fortune, and a thou- 
fand Varieties that cannot be preſcribed to. 


As 
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As I have before faid, we muſt uſe our 
Senſe and Judgment in the Election of our 
Friends, grow acquainted with the Cha- 
rater they bear in the World, before we 
take them into our Boſom, and by the beſt 
Pre-knowledge we can gather from Ob- 
ſervation and Report, prevent the Danger of 
being ſurprized with Treachery. For there 
1s nothing more troubleſome in human So- 
ciety, than the Diſappointment of Truſt, 
and Failing of Friends: For beſides the 


| Diſorder that works in our own Affairs, it 


commonly is attended with a neceſſary De. 
ficiency of our Performance to others. The 
leaning upon a broken Reed gives us both 
a Fall and a Wound: Such is a falſe Friend, 
who after Profeſſions of Love, and real Of- 
fices, either ſlinks from us, or betrays us. 
Plutarch, in his Books of Merals, has 
wrote a copious Chapter concerning the 
Differences of a Friend and Flatterer, and 
laid down ſeveral Rules whereby they may 
be known afunder : The Steps which the 
Flatterer takes to conceal his Hypocriſy, 
and appear a Friend, and the Means by 
which his Artifice may be diſcovered. The 
curious Reader may conſult him on this 
Head; but I believe he will be able to help 
himſelf more from natural Prudence, and 
a little Obſervation, than Volumes of writ- 
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Left I ſhould. be thought more prolix, 
than uſeful on this Subject, I ſhall ſubjoin 
but a few Obſervations more, and proceed 


on another Topic. It is granted, as I have 
above advanced, That the Comfort of Life 


depends upon Converſation, on good Of. 


fices and Concord: For Human Society is like 
the working of an Arch of Stone; all 
would fall to the Ground, if one Piece did 
not ſupport another. We ſhould remem- 
ber, that we are ſeveral Members of one 
great Body; that we are al] of a Conſan- 
guinity, formed of the ſame Materials, 
and deſigned to the fame End: This 
obliges us to a natural Tenderneſs and Con- 
verſe; and the other to hve with a regard 
to Equity and Juſtice. 

I have likewiſe obſerved, that the Love 
of Society is natural; but that the Choice 
of our Company is Matter of Virtue and 
Prudence, III Examples, Pleaſure, and 
Eaſe, are, no doubt of it, great Corrupters 
of Manners ; and as an ill Air may endan- 
ger a good Conſtitution, ſo may either 2 
Place or Perſon of ill Example endanger 
a good Man. He that converſes with the 
Proud, ſhall learn inſenſibly to be puffed 
up; and an Acquaintance with the Licen- 
tious and Diſſolute, ſhall teach a Man to be 
a Libertine and incontinent. Hannibal him 
elf was unmann'd by the Looſeneſs of Cam 
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pania and: though a Conqueror by his 


Arms, was overcome by his Pleaſures, and 


ſhrunk from all the Glory obtain'd at Can- 
na, by the Luxury he ſuffer'd himſelf to 
fall into at Capus. | 3 

Let us know never ſo many ſage Rules 
for our Conduct, and be taught by written 
Wiſdom to avoid the Paths of Error and 
Hazard, yet if we meet with living Pre- 
cedents to warrant our Deviation, the In- 
ſtruction loſes Ground with the Mind, and 
we are won over to Vice and Folly by the 
powerful Influence of evil Communication: 
Men may give great Credit to their Ears; 
but they take much ſtronger Impreſſions 
from Example, than Precept. For there 
is juſt the ſame Difference in this Reſpect, 
as there is in Dramatic Poetry, betwixt 
the Force of a Narration, and an Object 
preſented : 21 ot. init ig 5 


Segnius irritant animos demiſſa Per aures, 
Quam que ſunt oculis ſubjecta fidelibus, 


It often happens, that, what we read, 
though we firmly believe it to be right, we 
neglect to put in practice; but what we 
ſee, through we know it to be a wrong 
Strain, and of fatal Conſequence, we are 
too ſubject to follow and incline to. 


Bat 
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But leaving it for granted, that of al 
Felicities, the moſt charming is that of 3 
firm and gentle Friendſhip z but that the 
great Difficulty reſts in the Choice of the 
Perſon, I ſhall conclude-with a ſhort View 
of the Advantages reſulting from this ſa. 
cred Intimacy, when this Choice is pro- 
perly made. 

Now, that Advantages may follow from 
our contracting Friendſhips, it is very eſ- 
ſential to this End, that the Partner of our 
Love be virtuous and honeſt : For Vice is 
contagious, and there is no truſting of the 
Sound and the Sick together. That Friend. 
ſhip, where Mens Affections are cemented 
by an equal and common Love of Gv04- 
neſs, it is not either Hope or Fear, or any 
private Intereſt, that can ever diſſolve; but 
we carry it wich us to the Grave, and lay 
down our Lives for it with Satisfaction. 

True Friends are the whole World to one 
another; their Converſation is ever new to 
each other, ever endearing: For as there is 
no Reliſh in the poſſeſſing of any thing 
without a Partner, ſo there is no Reliſh 
wanting to any Thing dividing 1t with a 
true one. Even the Correſpondence by Let- 
ter of an abſent Friend, gives more real Sa- 
tisfaction, than the Society of twenty in- 
different Perſons: In reading his Epiſtles, 
I can ſuffer my ſelf to be deluded, and = 
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I have his Company; and when I anſwer 
them, I do not only write, but ſpeak : For 
in effect, a Friend is an Eye, a Heart, a 


a Tongue, a Hand, at all Diſtances. I look 
upon my Thoughts to be as ſafe in his Breaſt 
as my own; and in this Belief can I un- 
burthen my Soul, and eaſe my Heart of all 
its Diſquietudes. I can depend on his Vir- 
tue and ſincere Kindneſs; and therefore 
ought, without any Scruple, to make him 
the Confidant of my moſt ſecret Cares and 
Counſels: For it goes a great Way towards 
the making of a Man faithful to let him 


| underſtand that you think him ſo: And he 


who does but ſo much as ſuſpe& that I will 


deceive him, gives me a Sort of Right to 
| couzen him. 
ſo muſt be our Intereſts and Convenience: 
| For Friendſhip lays all Things in common 
| and nothing. can be Good to the one, that 
is II] to the other, 
| city, this an Advantage? 


If then our Hearts are one, 


And is not this a Feli- 


In a Word, unleſs then we can find a 


| Perſon in whom we may repoſe tbis ab- 
| ſolute Confidence, with whom we may 
| ſhare our Fortune and Diſappointments, let 
us be cautious how we carry our Intimacy 
| farther than an Acquaintance ; but when 
| we have once fixed on the Man in whom 
| our Friendſhip 


| be the Buſineſs, as well as the Pleaſure of 


may be ſecure, it ſhould 


Our 
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our Lives, to improve the Union, and 
never let it be diſſolved but by that which 
ſeparates the Sou] from the Body, I ſhall 


Au wt with the Advice of Polonius in 
Hamlet : 3 


The Friend thou haſt, and . try d, 
Grapple them to thy Soul with Hoops of Steel, 
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Age are no ſooner entered into Converſa- 
| tion, but they muſt likewiſe have an Amer 
on their Hands, and run into a Vein of 
nodiſo Gallantries, Nature and Conſtitu- 
| tion invite to the former; and Companions, 
| that ſtrike in with the Gaiety of their Years, 
| provoke them to the latter: Yet to be in 
| Love, is not always the Effect of Nature, 
| but mere Gallant z and young Gentlemen 
| eſteem it a Part of their Duty, to make 


| Addreſſes of Complaiſance, S not of Sin- 
dg a Ladies. | L334 
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I confeſs, I would not chufe to have my 
Son too forward in this Paſſion : A Love of 
Sincerity too early begun has Inconveni- 
ences and uneaſy Conſequences ; and an 
Amour of perfect Gallantry is a Deceit | 
would bluſh to have him guilty of. Love 
ſeizes on us ſuddenly, without giving us 
Time to reflect; our Diſpofition, or Weak: 
neſs favours the Surprize ; one Look, one 
Glance from the Fair, fixes and determines 
us. Young Hearts are tender and flexible, 
and apt to take ſtrong, as well as ſudden 
Impreſſions from Beauty; and as the Ifluey 
of this Paſſion are of the greateſt Moment 
in Life, a thouſand Circumſtances are to 
regulate its Raſhneſs, and every Youth 
ſhould ſet a Guard on his Eyes and Breaſt, 
for fear of being captivated by an improper 
Object. It is for this Reaſon that I would 
endeavour to direct, and not pretend to 
eradicate the Inclinations of the Sexes to 
each other. Daily Experience ſhews us, 
that the moſt rude Ruſtic grows humane, 
as ſoon as he is inſpired by this Paſſion; 
it gives a new Grace to our Manners, a 
new Dignity to our Minds, a new Viſage to 
our Perſons: Whether we are inclined to 
liberal Arts, to Arms, or Addreſs in our 
Exerciſe, our Improvement is haſtened by 
a particular Object whom we would pleaſe. 
Chearfulnefs, Gentleneſs, Fortitude, any 
| 10 
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lity, Magnificence, and all the Virtues which 


conſpicuous in Lovers; but yet this Re- 
finement of the Soul may overtake us at a 
wrong Seaſon, and attach us to a Perſon, 
| in the careſſing of whom Parents may be 
diſobeyed, and Friends diſobliged. 
It is remarkable that no Paſſion: has been 
treated by all Who have touched upon it 
with the ſame Bent of Deſign, but this. 
The Poets, the Moraliſts, the Painters, in 
all their Deſcriptions, Allegories, and 
Pictures, have repreſented it as a ſoft Tor- 
nent, a bitter Sweet, a pleaſing Pain, or an 
agrecable Diſtreſs, and have only expreſſed 
the ſame Thought in a different Manner. 
It is certain there is no other Paſſion which 
does produce ſuch contrary Effects in ſo 
great a Degree. But this may be ſaid for 
Love, that if you ſtrike it out of the Soul, 
Life would be inſipid, and our Being but 
half animated. Human Nature would ſink 
into Deadneſs and Lethargy, if not quick- 
ned with ſome active Principle; and as 
for all others, whether Ambition, Envy, 
or Avarice, which are apt to poſſeſs the 
Mind in the Abſence of this Paſſion, it muſt 
| be allowed that they have greater Pains, 
| without the Compenſation of ſuch exquiſite 
Pleaſures,” as thoſe we find in | Love. 


The 


adorn Men, which inſpire Heroes, are moſt 


* 
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The old Mythologiſts made Venus the 
Mother of two different Cupids; the one of 
which, was the God of innocent and pure 
Deſires ; the other of ànlateful and carnal 
Pleaſures. To unperſonate theſe chimeri- 
cal Beings, and reduce them to Qualities, 


the firſt is what we call Love; and the lat. 


ter Luſt; which, in their Natures, differ 
as much as a Matron from a Proſtitute, or 
a Companion from a Buffoon. Their diſtinct 
Deſcriptions in the Poets, are full of In- 
ſtruction, as well as Spirit. Love is a beau- 
teous blind Child, adorn'd with a Quiver 
and a Bow, which he plays with, and ſhoots 
around him, without Deſign or Direction; 
ro intimate to us, that the Perſon belov'd 
has no Intention to give us the Anxieties 
we meet with, but that the Beauties of a 


worthy Object are like the Charms of a 


lovely Infant. On the other Side, the 
Sages figur'd Luſt in the Form of a Satyr, ol 
Shape, Part human, Part beſtial; to 


ſignify, that the Followers of it proſtitute 


the Reaſon of a Man to purſue the Appetites 
of a Beaſt. This Satyr is made to haunt 
the Paths and Coverts of the Vood Nympb. 
and Sbepberdeſſes, to lurk on the Banks of 


Rivulets, and watch the purling Streams, 3 


the Reſorts of retir*d Virgins; to ſhew, that 
lawleſs Deſire tends chiefly to prey upon 
Innocence, and has ſomething ſo unnaturi 
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a fine Gentleman. 
Life is ſeen in all his Actions; and ſuch as 
have the beauteous Boy for their Inſpirer, 
| have a Simplicity of Behaviour, and a cer- 
| tain Evenneſs of Deſire, which burns like 
the Lamp of Life in their Boſoms ; while 
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in it, that it hates its own Make, and ſhuns 
the Object it lov*d, as ſoon as it has made 


| it like itſelf. Love, therefore, is a Child 
| that complains and bewails its Inability to 

| help itſelf : Luſt, a watchful Thief, which 

| ſeizes its Prey, and lays Snares for its own 

Relief; and its principal Object being Inno- 

| cence, it never robs, but it murders at the 
| ſame Time. 


From theſe two diſtin dens, we ma 


| ſettle our Notion of the different Deſires, 
| and accordingly rank. their Followers, *Tis 
| true, as Charity is eſteemed a Con junction 
| of the good Qualities neceſſary to a vir- 
ſuous Man; ſo Love is the happy Compo- 


ſition of all the Accompliſhments that make 
The Motive of a Man's 


they who are inſtigated by the Satyr, are 
ever tortured by Jealouſies of the Object 
of their Wiſhes, often deſire what they 
ſcorn, and as often conſciouſly and know- 
ingly embrace where they are mutually in- 
different, He certainly does not under- 


| ſtand either Vice or Virtue, who will not 


allow that Life, without the Rules of Mo- 
ralty, is a wayward uneaſy Being, with 
3 5 . Snatches 
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erciſe or Recreation: When the Hours of 


tender Things they utter, is pleaſed at the 


She is only courted perhaps to be betrayed; 
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Snatches only of Pleaſure z but under the 
Regulation of Virtue, a reaſonable and uni- 
form Habit of Enjoyment. Cupid would 
not looſe his Divinity, if too many of his 
Votaries did not take their Direction from 
the Satyr; but the generality of Lovers are 
of that vile and degenerate Stamp, that it 
forces us to conclude with Phocylides, 


Ov yup Fows 281 1 e d aidnnev mol, 


that Love is no God, but a blind Paſſion, 10 
which all are ſubjeft: It is a too common 
Levity in Youth, to make Love an Ex- 


Life hang heavy on their Hands, they are 
for whining them away with Phillis, or Sil- 
dia; The Nymph hears, and ſmiles at the 


Raptures ſhe imagines her Beauty has 1n- 
ſpired, is tranſported at being compared to 
a Goddeſs, diſolves to Softneſs, and looks 
upon the amorous Flatterer as one who will 
adore her to the End of her Life. And 
what is the Conſequence of all this Paſſion? 


all rhe fine things that are ſaid, prove but 
extempore and accidental; imply no real De- 
fire, no Deſign, except of making the Fe- 
male fond of herſelf, and working her into 
the Toil that is ſet for her Honour, Or 
ſuppoſing the Gallant proceeds with more 

7 | Lojaly 
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Loyalty, that he views her as an Object 
in which he propoſes Happineſs and Foy ; 


that he conſents to take her to his Arms - 


for Life; 'tis ten to one, if Fruition do not 
alter his Opinion of her Charms, if his Ap- 
petite do not grow dull with the Feaſt, 
and his Fancy and Aﬀefns begin to covet 
a new Object. The Truth is, we generally 
make Love in a Stile, and with Sentiments 


very unfit for ordinary Life; they are half 


Theatrical, half Romantic. By this Means 
we raiſe our Imaginations to what is not 
to be expected in human Life: And be- 
cauſe we did not before-hand think of the 
Creature we were enamoured of, as ſubject 
to Diſhonour, Age, Sickneſs, Impatience, or 
Sullenneſs, but altogether conſidered her as 
the Object of Joy, human Nature itſelf is 
often imputed to her, as her particular Im- 
perfection or Defect: Whereas we ſhould 
conſider things in their right Light, and 
as Nature has formed them, and not as our 


own Fancies or Appetites would have them. 


Love was always accounted the Mother 
of Poetry; and ſtill produces among the 
moſt ignorant and barbarous, a thouſand 
imaginary Diſtreſſes and poetical Com- 
plaints. It makes even a Lacquey talk like 


| Oroondates, and converts a brutal Ruſtic 


into a gentle Swain. The moſt ordinary 
Plebeian or Mechanic in Love, bleeds and 
500 8 pines 
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pines away with a certain Elegance and 


Tenderneſs of Sentiments which this Paſ- 
Gon naturally inſpires. Theſe inward Lan- 
guiſhings of the Mind, infected with this 


_ Softneſs, hath given Birth to a Phraſe, 


which is made uſe of by all the Melting 


- Tribe, from the higheſt to the loweſt ; 1 


mean that of Dying for Love. | 
Romances, which owe their very Being to 
this Paſſion, are full of theſe metaphorical 
Deaths. Heroes, and Heroines, Knights, 
Squires, and Damſels, are all of them in a 
dying Condition ! Many of the Poets, to 
deſcribe the Execution which is done by 
this Paſſion, repreſent the Fair Sex as Ba- 
ſiliſes, that deſtroy with their Eyes: And 
Mr. Cowley has, with great Juſtneſs of 


Thought, compared a beautiful Woman to 


a Porcupine, that ſends an Arrow from every 
Part. . 
There is no Way ſo effectual for the 
Cure of this general Infirmity, as a Man's 
reflecting upon the Motives that produce 
it. When the Paſſion proceeds from the 
Senſe of any Virtue or Perfection in the 
Perſon beloved, I would by no means dil- 
courage it; but if a Man conſiders that all 
his heavy Complaints of Wounds and Deaths 
riſe from ſome little Affectations of Cogue!- 
try, which are improv'd into Charms by his 
own fond Imaginations, the very . 
ore 
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fore himſelf the Cauſe of this Diſtemper, 
may be ſufficient to effect the Cure of it. 

It is one of the greateſt Faults of too 
juvenile a Paſſion, that the Miſtreſs is more 
ador'd than lov'd, and rather worſhip'd as 
an Idol, than courted as a mortal Beauty. 
She is accoſted in the Language proper to 
the Deity ; Life and Death are in ber 


to Power; Foys of Heaven, and Pains of Hell, 
cal are at ber Diſpoſal : Paradiſe is in ber Arms; 
ats, 91d Eternity in every Moment that you are 
na Preſent with ber; Raptures, Tranſports, and 


fers; Sigbs and Tears, Prayers and Bro- 
ken Hearts, are the Offerings which are paid 
to her: Her Smiles make Men happy; and 
her Crowns drive them to Deſpair. 

I grant, the pleaſanteſt Part of a Man's 
Life generally is that which paſſes in Court- 
ſbip, provided his Paſſion be ſincere, and 
the Party belov'd kind with Diſcretion : 
Love, Deſire, Hope, all the pleaſing Motions 


however, for an artful Man, who is not in 
Love, to perfuade his Miſtreſs he has a 
Paſſion for her, and to ſucceed in his Pur- 
ſuits, than for one who loves with the 
greateſt Violence. True Love hath ten thou- 


that render a Man unamiable in the Eyes 
of the Perſon whoſe Affections he ſollicits: 


, beides 


Extacies, are the Rewards which ſhe con- 


of the Soul, riſe in the Purluit, It is eaſier, 


land Griefs, Impatiences, and Reſentments, 


124: Love and GALLANTRY. 


beſides, that it ſinks his Figure, gives him 
Fears, Apprehenſions, and Poorneſs of Spi- 
rit, and often makes him appear ridicu- 
lous, where he has a Mind to recommend 
himſelf. 

There is one particular Occaſion of unhap- 
Dy Marriages, which, though very common, 
is not very much attended to. What I mean 
is this: Every Man in the Time of Courtſhip, 
and in the firſt Entrance of Marriage, puts 
on a Behaviour like a Holiday Suit, which 
is to laſt no longer than till he is ſettled 
in the Poſſeſſion of his Miſtreſs, He reſigns 
his Inclinations and Underſtanding to her 
Humour and Opinion : He neither loves 
nor hates ; nor talks, nor thinks, in Contra- 
diction to her: He is controuled by a Ned, 
mortified by a own, and tranſported by a 
Smile, The poor young Lady falls in Love 
with this ſupple Creature, and expects of 
him the ſame Behaviour for Life. In a little 
Time ſhe finds that he has a Will of his 
own; that he pretends to diſlike what ſhe 
approves ; and that inſtead of treating her 
like a Goddeſs, he ſcarce uſes her like a Mo- 
inan. What {till makes the Misfortune work, 

we generally find the moſt abject Flallerers 
degenerate into the greateſt Tyran!s. 

To diſcourſe on this Paſſion in its full 
Extent, to examine all its Cauſes and Et- 
fects, 1 its Influence and Power, and its va- 

rious 
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rious Ways and Degrees of aQtuating, were 
to ſwell this Treatiſe on Love to the Bulk 
of a Volume, I ſhall! therefore cloſe this 
Subject with a Reproof to thoſe Knight- 
Errants m the World, who, quite contrary 
to thoſe in Romance, are perpetually ſeek- 
jag Adventures to bring Virgins into Di- 
ſtreſs, and to ruin Innocence. When Men 

of Rank and Figure paſs away their Lives 
in theſe criminal Purſuits and Practices, they 


: ought to conſider, that they render them- 
h ſelves more vile and deſpicable than any 
d innocent Man can be, whatever low Sta- 
18 tion his Fortune or Bitth have placed him 


m. To bring Sorrow, Confuſion, and In- 
famy into a Family, to wound the Heart 
of a tender Parent, and ſtain to Life a 
poor deluded young Woman with a D 
honour that can never be wiped off, are Cir- 
cumſtances, one would think, ſufficient to 
check the moſt violent Paſſion, in a Heart 
which has the leaſt Tircture of Pity and 
Good. Nature, | 

And yet fo corrupt are the Faſhions and 
Principles of the Age, that Facts of this 
Nature are conſidered but as Flights of 


Gallantry and Sprighiline/s, We are come 
up to ſuch an extraordinary Pitch of Pclite- 
eh, that the Affectation of being Gay and 
in Faſbion, has very near caten up our goed 
Senſe and our Religion. Is there any thing 

83 o 
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fo juſt, as that Mode and Gallantry ſhould 


be built upon exerting ourfelves in what 


ts proper and agreeable to the Inſtitutions 
of Juſtice and Piety among us? And yet 


is there any thing more common, than to 


run in perfect Contradiction to them? All 


which is ſupported by no other Pretenſions, 


than that it is done with what we call a 
Good Grace. 

Nothing ought to be held laudable or 
becoming, but what Nature itſelf ſhould 
prompt us to think ſo: Nor is there any 
Evil under the Sun ſo great as the Abuſe 
of Underſtanding; and yet there is no one 
Vice more common. It has diffuſed itſelf 


through all Degrees and Qualities of Man- 
kind; and there is hardly that Perſon to 


be found, who is not more concern'd for 
the Reputation of Vit and Senſe, chan 
Honeſty and Virtue. 

Thoſe Errors of Life which owe their 
Riſe particularly to what we call Gallan- 
try, are often of a more pernicious Kind, 
than thoſe we commit from a Spirit of 


Libertiniſm. The Rake, who, without Senſe 


of Character or Decency, wallows and ran- 
ges in common Houſes, is guilty no further 
than of proſtituting Himſelf, and expoling 


his Healtb- to Diſeaſes : But the Man of 
Gallantry cannot purſue his Pleaſures with- 


out Treachery to ſome Man he ought to 


love, 
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love, and making deſpicable the Woman 
he admires. To live in continual De- 
ceit, to reflect upon the Diſbonour you do 
ſome Huſband, Father, or Brother, who does 
not deſerve this of you, and whom you 
would deſtroy, did you know they did the 
like towards you, are Circumſtances which 
pall the Appetite, and give a Man of any 
Senſe of Honour very painful Mortification: 
What more need be ſaid againft a Gentle- 
man's Delight, than that he bimſelf thinks 
bimſelf a bafe Man in purſuing it? When 
it is thoroughly conſidered, he gives up his 
very Being as a Man of Integrity, who com- 
mences a Gallant. 

There are ſcarce any Actions beneath a 
Man of common good Morals, which do 
not make a Part in the Compoſition of a 
bright Man of Gallantry, who goes on in 
a conſtant Purſuit of criminal Satisfactions. 
In the Account of Faſbion and Cuſtom, it is 
but giving ones ſelf a genteel Air, to get 
immoderately drunk, and break a Drawer's 
Head ; to quarrel with a Watchman, draw 
the Sword on a Paſſenger, and enter on 
perpetual Riots and Intemperance. The Af 
fectation of theſe Airs and Freedoms of 
Action, inſenſibly grow into habitual Diſ- 
foluteneſs ; and then the Perſon who ſers 
| out a Gallant, finiſhes his Courſe in a com- 
| plete Rake, Thoſe Actions which. we are 
G 4. driven 
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driven into, generally through the Heat of 
Wine or Youth, Mr. Hobbs calls the Effects 


fore we are conſequently more excuſable 
for any Errors committed during the De- 
privation or Suſpenſion of our Reaſon, than 
in the Poſſeſſion of it. I am afraid we 
cannot have the Benefit of this Excule for 


drawn into them barely by our Will; 

are fond of hazarding our. Characters by 
Flights borrowed from others; we are 
forced by no Neceſlity on committing them; 


and a Diſpolition of Fluttering and Fop- 
pery. It is unaccountable to conceive, that 
Men who have had a liberal Education, and 
have a good Foundation of Senſe and Un- 
derſtanding; who know that Reaſon ſhould 
be the Meaſure of their Conduct, and Stan- 
dard of their Actions, ſhould ſuffer them- 
ſelves ſo far to be ſwayed by Levity, as to 


tion, merely out of a Humour of being ta- 
[ ſhionably Gay, and an Affectation of miſta- 
ken Gallantry. 

IT would as ſoon poet the Character 
of a Rake, as like to be diſtinguiſhed for 
. a Man of Gallantry : and yet a Rake is a 
Man always to be pitied; and, if he lives, 
is one Day certainly reclaimed ; For his 
Faults 


of a natural Drunkenneſs, and that there- 


our Extravagances of Gallantry : We 2 


and have no Impulſe to them but Vanity, 


forfeit all Pretences to Modeſty and Diſcre- 


PRO 
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Faults proceed not from Choice or [nclina- 
tion, but from ſtrong Paſſions and Appetttes, 


which are in Youth too violent for the Curb 


of Reaſon, good Senſe, good Manners, and 
good Nature. He is a poor unwieldy 


Wretch that commits Faults our of the 
Redundance of his good Qualities : His 
Deſires run away with him through the 
Strength and Force of a lively Imagina- 
tion, which hurries him on to unlawful 
Pleaſures, before Reaſon has Power to come 


in to his Reſcue. There is not a Being 


under the Sun ſo miſerable as this: He goes 
on in a Purſuit he himſelf diſapproves ; and 


has no Enjoyment, but what is followed 


by Remor/e ; no Relief from Remorſe, but 
the Repetition of his Crime. 

This is the Character of a Rake ; and 
every Man of thorough Gallantry 1s a zea- 
lous Pretender to it. We ſhould labour to 
aſſume no' Gallantry, but that of Spirit, 
which is ſtiled Magnanimity and Greatneſs 
of Soul; an Air of doing great and good 


Offices; a Pleaſure in exerciſing our Vir- 


tues, and drawing them out to Light for 
the Service of Mankind, This is Gallantry, 
this is Elegance of Action; and the other, 
wy called ſo by Faſhion and Folly, 1s but 


a poor and mean. Imitation of Vice in Dit- 
guile, 
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"WU RA E and Honour are two Quali- 
ties very eſſential to our Characters in 
the World, yet often miſtaken by the Con- 
ſtructions which are put upon them. The 
former is a Quality which we have from 
Nature; the latter is to be acquir'd and 
cheriſh*d by Rule and Diſcipline. 

I ſhall conſider Honour as two-fold ; as 
a Fortulude of Soul, and an Inclination to 
Honeſty : In the Jatter Senſe, it ſtands for 
Fuſtice, fair Dealing, and Uprightneſs of 
Actions. The old Academics laid it down 
for a Principle, That when Profit and Juſtice 
came to a Competition, the latter ſhould 
always carry it. This did not ſatisfy Twlly : 
He has ſtated the Caſe higher, and de- 
termined, That every thing that was honeſt, 
1was for a Man's Intereſt ; and that nothing 
unjuſt 
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wnjuſft could poſſibly be ſerviceable. Juſtice is 
the Cement of the World : All Societies 


ſtand upon this Baſis 3 and therefore Fraud 
and Violence are every where puniſh*d. No 
Advantage can countervail the Loſs of 


Honeſty : He that diſpenſes with Juſtice 
and ia Dealing, degrades himſelf to a 
Brute, though he does not go upon All- 
four : For what ſignifies the Diverſity of 


Shape, when the Qualities are the ſame > 


In ſhort, Honeſty is the Support of Com- 
merce; and even Knaves would be undone 
without it. 

To do as we ju be done dy; our Bleſſed 
Saviour tells us, is the Law and tube Prophets; 
that is, it contains the Senſe, includes the 
Compaſs, and obliges to the ſame moral 


Duties which they do. The Meaning of 


Honeſty may be eafily known, if a Man is 
but willing to be inform'd. To acquit our 
ſelves fairly in this Matter, there's general- 
ly required no great Reach of Thought, 
no rehn*d Underſtanding, no Advantage 
of Education, We need not turn over the 
Pandefts, nor tire ourfelves with Hatutes 
and Reports: *T'was the Diſhoneſty, more 
than the Weakneſs of Mankind, which oc- 
cafion*d theſe Volumes. Did not defigning; 
Men make it their Buſineſs to ſtart Ambi- 
gunties, to entangle Property, and lay in, 
Wait to deceive, moſt People might de 
G & their 
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their own Lawyers, If in doubtful Cafes 


they would ask their Reaſon a few Queſti- 
ons, and try their Uſage of their Neigh- 
bours upon themſelves, the World would 
ſeldom have any juſt Ground to complain 
of them. 

Was this Rule generally obſerved, did 
People do as they would be done by, the World 
would have quite another Face, What in- 
violable Friendſhip might we then expect? 
What Exadineß in Commerce? What Zaſi- 
neſs in Converſation ? Want would be in a 
great meaſure removed, and Envy thrown 
out of Society, The Poor would not ſteal 
from the Rich ; nor the Rich ſtarve the 


Poor, There would be no ſuch thing as 


Fraud and Oppreſſion ; no ſecret Miſchiefs, 
or open Barbarities : No Sallies of Ambiti- 
on, no graſping at forbidden Greatneſs, to 
diſturb the World. What Largeneſs of 
Mind, what Harmony of Humours, what 
Peace in Families and Kingdoms would 
this one Maxim produce? Upon this Prin- 
ciple public Quarrels would be eaſily recon- 


ciled: there would be 10 leading into Cap. 


tivity, no complaining in eur Streets : Men 
might then beat their Swords into Plows- 
ſhares, and their Spears into Pruning-hooks, 
Nation would not riſe againſt ' Nation, neither 

would they learn War any more; but Juſtice 
would 
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„ Vould run down like Water, and Rig bteoii,- 
| ne like a mighty Stream. 

To define a Man who is rightly honeſt, 
is to fpeak of one who looks not to what 
he might do, but what he ſhould, Fuſtice is 
his faſt Guide, and the ſecond Law of his 
Actions is Expedience. He had rather com- 
plain than offend z and hates Offence more 
tor the Indignity of it than the Danger. 
He hath but one Heart; and that lies open 
to Sight: And were in not for Diſcretion, 
he never thinks aught whereof he would 
avoid a Witneſs. All his Dealings are 
ſquare and above-board ; he diſcovers the 
Fault of what he would ſell ; reſtores the 
over-ſeen Gain of a falſe Reckoning; and 
eſteems a Bribe venemous, though it comes 
gilded over with the Colour of Gratuity. 
HisCheeks are never ſtained with the Bluſhes 
of Recantation; nor does his Tongue faul- 
ter to make good a Lye, with the ſecret 
Gloſſes of double or reſerved Senſes. His 
Ear is the Sanctuary of his abſent Friend's 
Name, of his preſent Friend's Secret; nei- 
ther of them can miſcarry in his Truſt, His 
fair Conditions are without diſſembling, and 
he loves Actions above Words; hates Falſe- 
hood worſe than Death; is a faithful Cli- 
ent of Truth, and no Man' s Enemy; it is 
doubtful, whether he 18 more another Man's 
Friend, or his own 3 and, to conclude his 
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Commendation, 1f there were no TRAN; 
yet would he be virtuous. 

Thus far have I treated of Honour, as it 
is Honeſty ; and I muſt now conſider it un- 
der that other Denomination, Every Prin- 


ciple that is a Motive to good Actions 


ought to be encourag'd, fince Men are of 
ſo different a Make, that the ſame Princi- 
ple does not work equally upon all Minds. 


What ſome Men are prompted to by Con. 


ſcience, Duty, or Religion, which are only 
different Names for the ſame thing, others 
are prompted to by Honour. 

The Senſe of Honour is of fo fine and de- 


licate a Nature, that it is only to be met 


with in Minds which are naturally noble; 
or in ſuch as have been cultivated by great 
Examples, or a refined Education. True 
Honour, though it be a different Principle 
from Religion, is that which produces the 
ſame Effects. The Lines of Action, thoug[: 
drawn from different Parts, terminate in 
the ſame Point: Religion embraces Virlue, 
as it is enjoin'd by the Laws of God: Ho- 


nour, as it is graceful and ornamental to hu- 


man Nature. The religious Man fears, the 
Man of Honour /cerns to do an ill Action: 
The former conſiders Vice as ſomething that 
is beneath him; the other as ſomething that 
is offenſive to the Divine Being; the one, 
as what is zxbecoming, the other, as what 
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is forbidden. Thus Seneca ſpeaks in the na- 
tural and genuine Language of a Man of 
Honour, when he declares, That were there 
no God to ſee or puniſh Vice, he would not 
commit it; becauſe it is of ſo mean, ſo baſe, 
and fo vile a Nature. VV 

There are Perſons who treat this Prin- 
ciple as chimerical, and turn it into Ridi- 
cule. Men who are profeſſedly of no Ho- 
nour, are of a more profligate and aban- 
don'd Nature, than even thoſe who are 
ated by falſe Notions of it; as there is 
more Hopes of a Heretic, than of an Atheiſt. 
Theſe Sons of Infamy confider Honour as 


a fine imaginary Notion, that leads aſtray 


young unexperienced Men, and draws them 
into real Miſchiefs, whilſt they are engaged 
in the Purſuits of a Shadow. Theſe are 
generally Perſons, who, in Shakeſhear's 
Phraſe, are worn and backney'd in the Ways 
of Men ; whoſe Imaginations are grown 
callous, and have loſt all thoſe dclicate Sen- 
timents which are natural to Minds that 


are innocent and undepraved. Such old 


batted Miſcreants ridicule every thing as 
romantic, that comes in competition with 
their preſent Intereſt 3 and treat thoſe Per- 
ſons as Viſionaries, who dare ſtand up, in 
a corrupt Age, for what has not its imme- 
diate Reward joined to it. The Talents, 
Intereſt, or Experience of ſuch Men, make 

1 85 them 
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them very often uſeful in all Parties, and 
at all Times. But whatever Wealth and 

Dignities they may arrive at, they ought 
to conſider, that every one ſtands as a Blot 
in the Annals of his Country, who arrives 
at the Temple of Honour by any other Way 
than through that of Yirtue, 

Honour is a Theme whoſe Deſcription has 
employed the Pens of the greateſt Poets ; 
but none have touch'd it with that Doli- 
cacy and Elegance as the ingenious Lord 
Hallifax, His Verſes ſet it in ſo fair and ad- 
vantageous a Point of Light, and give it 

that Beauty, as well as Grandeur, that they 
deſerve a. Place in the politeſt ae 


Not all the Threats, or Favours of a Crown, 
A Prince's Whiſper, or a Tyrant's Frown, 
Can awe the Spirit, or allure the Mind 
Of him who to ſtrict Honour is inclin'd. 
Tho all the Pomp and Pleaſure that does wail 
On public Places, and Affairs of State, 
Should fondly court him to be baſe and great; 
With even Paſſions and with ſettled Face, 
He would remove the Harlo?”s falſe Embrace, 
Tho all the Storms and Tempeſts ſhould ariſe, 
That Church- Magicians in their Cells deviſe, 
| And from their ſettled Baſis Nations tear, 
| He would unmav'd the mighty Ruin bear; 
Secure in Innocence, contemn them all, 
And, decently array'd in Honour fall. 

Honcur ! 
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Honour ! that Spark of the Celeſtial Fire, 

That above Nature makes Mankind aſpire, 

Enobles the rude Paſſions of our Frame: 

With Thirſt of Glory, and Deſt ire of Fame : 

The richeſt Treaſure of a gen'rous Breaſt, 

That gives the Stamp and Standard to the reſt. 

Wit,Strength, and Courags, are wild dang*rous 
Force, 

Unleſs this ſoften and direct their Courſe. 

Of Honour, Men at firſt, like Women nice, 

Raiſe maiden Scruples at unpractisd Vice; 

Their modeſs Nature curbs the ſiruggling 
Flame, 

And ſtifles what they wiſh 10 af? with Shame 

But, once this Fence thrown down, when they 
perceive 

That they may taſte ferbidides Fruit, and live; 

They ſtop not bere their Courſe, but ſafely in, 

Grow ſtrong, Iuxuriant, and bold in Siu: 

True to no Principles, preſs forward ſtill, 

And only bound by Appetite their Will; 

New fawn and flatter while this Tide prevails, 

But ſhift with every veering Blaſt their Sails. 

On higher Springs true Men of Honour move, 

Free is their Service, and unbought their Love. 


When Danger calls, and Honour leads the 
Way, | 


With Toy they fellow, and with Pride obey. 


True 
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True Honour is, in a great Meaſure, con- 
fined to what we, in other Words, might 
term Fortuude; a Virtue, that implies a 
Firmneſs and Strength of Mind which en- 
ables us to do and ſuffer as we ought, It 
puts us into a Condition to maintain our 
Reaſon, to ſtand by our beſt Intereſt, and act 
up to Decency and Conſcience, *Tis a vigor- 
ous and enterpriſing Virtue; and won't be 
beaten off a brave Action by any Menaces 
whatever. When the Cauſe is good, For. 
titude is rather animated, than diſcourag d 
by Difficulty: It riſes upon an Oppoſition; 8 
and when Glory rightly ſtated, when pub- 
lic Service, and the Benefit of Mankind; 
when theſe Colours are diſplay*d for Invi- 
tation, the Man of Fortitude chuſes the Poſt 
of Honour, and ſeeks the tare  Opportuni- 
ties to diſtinguiſh himſelf. 

Tis the Property of this Quality, to be 
always under the Direction of Reaſon. A 
Perſon truly brave, never ventures at any 
thing ill or impoſſible. To be bold in an 
indefenſible Enterprize, is brutiſh Impetuo- 
ſity, and no Part of the Credit which be. 
longs to a Man. Courage, without Condu3 
and Conſcience, is one of the molt perniciois 
Things in the World ; and ſerves only to 
furniſh People to do Miſchief to themſclves 
and their Neighbours, 
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In truth, it is no new thing to meet with 
Reſolution without Juſtice, and to find 
People daring in unwarrantable Underta- 
kings. If Mens Spirits ſunk in Proportion 
to the Declenſion of their Honeſty, if they 
could not diſmiſs their Conſcience without 
parting with their Courage, tlie Peace of 


Society would be wonderfully ſecured. 


There are Men in the World who owe 
their Courage to Infidelity ; others to Igno- 
rance : Some fear nothing, becauſe they be- 


| leve nothing: Others are bold, becauſe they 


are blind, Do but ſurprize their Underſtand- 
ings, and you may warm their Blood, pre- 
ſcribe their Motions, and bring all their 
Paſſions to your Pleaſure, He that lets him- 
ſelf looſe without a warrantable Motive; he 


| that ventures beyond Reaſon ; and runs 
- great Hazards for ſmall Returns; has no 


jaſt Pretenſions to this Virtue : A bold 
Man we call him; but he is far from be- 
ing a brave one. True Courage maintains 
itſelf without foreign Aſſiſtance ; needs no 
languine Complexion, or Heat of Youth, 
or Paſſion ; *tis made up of more laſting, 
Principles, and furniſh'd from a better 
Fund than this amounts to : It ſubſiſts upon 
Thought, and grows out of the Strength 
of the Mind. Our Reſolution muſt be go- 
vern'd by ſuch Notions of Honour as will 


endure the Touchſtone, and ftand the Teſt 
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of this World, and a better. Thoſe who 
kindle upon a ſlight Provocation, run the 
utmoſt Riſque for a lewd Cuſtom, and fight 
the Quarrels of Debauchery and Pride, fall 
lamentably ſhort of this Quality. To throw 
away our Courage in ſuch Service, is a dil- 
mal Inftance of Folly and Diſtraction : He 
that leaps from a Garret, or drives down a 
Precipice, may put in for a Heroe at this 

Rate. But the Seat of ſolid Honour 1s in a 


Man's own Boſom ; and no one ean want 


Support, who is in Poſſeſſion of an honeſt 
Conſcience, but who would ſuffer the Re- 
proaches of it for other Greatneſs. 

There are Numbers who entertain very 
miſtaken Notions of Honour; and theſe are 
ſuch as eſtabliſh any thing to themſelves 
for a Point of Honour, which is contrary 
either to the Laws of God, or of their Coun- 
try; who think it more honourable to re- 
venge, than to forgive an Injury; who make 
no Scruple of telling a lye, but would put 
any Man to death who accuſes them of it; 
who are more careful to guard their Repu- 
tation by their Courage, than by their Virtue. 
True Fortitude is indeed ſo becoming in Hu- 
man Nature, that he who wants it, ſcarce 
deſerves the Name of a Man : But we find 
ſeveral who ſo. much abuſe this Notion, 
that they place the whole Idea of Foxcur 
in a kind of brutal Courage: By which 
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Means we have had many among us, who 
have called themſelves Men of Honour, that 
would have been a Diſgrace to a Gibbet. 
In a Word, the Man who ſacrifices any Du- 
ty of a reaſonable Creature to a prevailing 
Mode or Faſhion, who looks upon any 
thing as honourable, that is diſpleaſing to 
his Maker, or deſtructive to Society, who 
thinks himſelf obliged by this Principle to 
the Practice of ſome Virtues, and not of 
others, is by no means to be reckon*d among 


true Men of Honour. 


All Gallantry and Faſhion, one would 
imagine, ſhould riſe out of the Religion and 
Laws of that Nation wherein they prevail: 


But, alas! Gay Characters and thoſe which 


lead in the Pleaſure and the Inclinations of 


| the faſhionable World, are ſuch as are rea- 
dieſt to practiſe Crimes the moſt abhorrent 


to Nature, and contradictory to our Faith. 


| A Cbriſtiun and a Gentleman, are made in- 
| conſiſtent Appellations of the ſame Perſon : 
| You are not to expect eternal Life, if you 


do not forgive Injuries ; and your mortal 


| Life is uncomfortable, if you are not 

ready to commit a Murder, in Reſentment 
| for an Affront: For good Sex/e, as well as 
Religion, is ſo utterly baniſh'd the World, 


that Men glory in their very Paſſions, and 
purſue Trifles with the utmoſt Vengeance : 


So little do they know that to forgive is the 


moſt 
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- moſt arduous Pitch human Nature can ar. 
rive at. | | 
When Honour is a Support to virtuous 
Principles, and runs parallel with the Laws 
of God and our Country, 1t cannot be too 
much cheriſh*d and encouraged : But when 
the Dictates of Honour are contrary to thoſe ea 
of Religion and Equity, they are the greatelt I 
Depravations of Human Nature, by giving 
wrong, ambitious, and falſe Ideas 45 what WW 
is good and laudable ; and ſhould therefore * 
be exploded by all Governments, and dri. for c 
ven out, as the Bane and Plague of human 
o 
I cannot diſmiſs this Subject of fa W 4. 
Honour nnd miſtaken Courage, which has 
| Fran too many Men on Duelling and 
urder, without ſome Notice taken of that 
criminal, but prevailing Cuſtom, It s 
pity but the Puniſhment of ſuch miſchic- 2 
vous Notions ſhould have in it ſome par- 
ticular Circumſtance of Shame and Infa- 
my, that thoſe who are Slaves to them, 
may ſee, that inſtead of advancing their 
Reputations, they lead them to Igxominy and W Diſer 
Diſhonour, Death is not ſufficient to deter is ſu 
Men, who make it their Glory to deſpiſe W 3 
it: But if every one that fought a Due, Deatl 
were to ſtand in the Pillory, it would of Se 
quickly leſſen the Number of theſe imagl. do ref 
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| to ſo abſurd a Practice; to a Cuſtom which 


has prevailed: only among ſuch as had a 
Nicety in their Senſe of Honour; for it 


has often happen'd, that a Duel has been 


fought, to ſave Appearance to the World, 
when both Parties have been, in their 
Hearts, in Amity and Reconcthation to 
each other. 1 2 
It is a notorious Fault, that Faſhion ſhould 
prevail in Contempt of all Laws, Divine and 


Human; and that it ſhould become a Cuſtom 
for Gentlemen, upon flight and trivial Pro- 


vocations, to invite each other into the 
Field: There by their own Hands, and of 


| their own Authority, to decide their Con- 
troverſies by Combat; when thereby, in De- 
| ſpite of all the Precepts of Religion, and 


the Rules of right Reaſon, the greateſt Act 
of a Human Mind, Forgiveneſs of Injuries, 
is become vile and ſhameful ; when there- 
by, the Rules of good Society and virtu- 


| ous Converſation are inverted and bro- 


ken ; when thereby the Looſe, the Vain 
and the Impudent inſult the Careful, the 
Diſcreet, and the Modeſt ; when all Virtue 


zs fuppreſ&d, and all Vice ſupported, in the 
= Act of being capable to dare to the 
Death. 


It were to be wiſnh'd that all Men 
of Senſe would think it worth their while, 
to reflect upon the Dignity of Chriſtian Vir- 


tues: It would poſlibly enlarge their Souls 


into 


ments diſſolve with fervent Heat; when 
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Into ſuch a Contempt of what Faſhion and 
Prejudice have made honourable, that their 
Duty, Inclination, and Honour, would 
tend the ſame Way, and make all their 
Lives an uniform Act of Religion and Vir. 
due. How ſhall the Man who ſhall die 
by the Sword of Pride and Wrath, and in 
Contention with his Brother, appear be- 
fore him, at whoſe Preſence Nature ſhall 
be in an Agony, and the great and glo- 
rious Bodies of Light be obſcured; when 
the Sun ſhall be darkened, the Moon turn'd 
into Blood, and all the Powers of Heaven 
ſhaken ; when the Heavens themſelves ſhall 
| paſs away with a great Noiſe, and the Ele- 


the Earth alſo, and all the Works that are 
therein, ſhall be burnt up? What may juſtly 
damp in our Minds th. diabolical Madneſs, 
which prompts us to decide our petty Ani- 
moſities by the Hazard of Eternity, 1s, 
That in that one Act, the Criminal does 
not only highly offend, but forces him- 
ſelf into the Preſence of his Judge: That 
is certainly his Caſe who dies in a Duel. 
cannot but repeat it: He that dies in 
a Duel knowingly offends God; and in 
that very Action, ruſhes into his offended 
Preſence. Is it poſſible for the Heart of 
Man to conceive a more terrible Image, than 
that of a departed Spirit in this Con- 
112 8 dition? 
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dition? Could we but ſuppoſe it has juſt 
left the Body, and ſtruck with the terri- 
ble Reflection, that to avoid the Laughter 
of Fools, and being the By-word of Idiots, 
it has now precipitated itſelf into the Den 
of Demons, and the Howlings of eternal 
Deſpair; how willingly now would it ſuf- 
fer the Imputation of Fear and Cowardiſe, 
to have one Moment left not to tremble in 
vain. | 

The Concern of declining the Infamy of 


Fear, of being branded with Cowardiſe in 


the Eye of the World, and the Regard to 
the Preſervation of a Character of Bravery, 
has urged Men on to this Act of impi- 
ous Temerity, Duelling is the Triumph 
of the Faſhion, and the Thing in which ic 
has exerciſed its greateſt Tyranny : This 
Cuſtom does not give the Coward the Li- 
berty to live, and leads him out to be killed 


| by a Man of more Bravery than himſelf, 
and makes him fall undiſtinguiſhed from the 
Man of Courage: It has entailed Honour 
| and Renown on an Action full of Folly and 
| Extravagance 3 has obtained Reputation by 


the Preſence of Kings ; and ſometimes has 
had a Sort of Religion to countenance its 
Practice: It decided the Innocence of Men; 


| and whether Accuſations in capital Crimes 


were true or falſe: It was ſo deeply rooted 
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an entire Poſſeſſion of the Minds of- Men, 
that it has been one of the moſt glorious 
Actions of the Life of a potent Monarch 
to cure them of this Folly. Cuſtom has 
made it a Maxim, that we muſt defend 
what we call our Honour : For to ſuffer un- 


der the Imputation of Cowardiſe, is worſe 


than being buried alive. 

But may it not be reply'd to thoſe ad- 
vent'rous Heroes, What it it was the Cuſtom 
to fili your Heads againſt a Poſt for a Mor- 
ning's Exerciſe; would you venture the 
Beating out your Brains, rather than be un. 
faſhionable? What if it was the Cuſtom for 
People of Condition to betray a Truſt; to 
ſoi ſwear a Debt; or forge a Conveyance; 
would you follow the Precedent, or forfeit 


their good Opinion? 


As much a Cuſtom as we wuld wick 
Dueling, *tis not improv'd into Common 
Law? Therefore if Men of Honour are too 
great to be govern'd by the Law, they 
ſhould be ſo modeſt, as not to plead it for 


their Advantage, The Notion of Honour b 


certainly to be taken from the Laws and Go- 
vernment, and not from any private Sct of 
People, how valuable ſoever in other Re- 
ſpects. Duelling, therefore ſhould be a ver) 
diſhonourable Practice: For when you have 
given the beſt Proof of your Sufficiency, 


and! WP your Nan, you are ſeiz'd into 5 ; 
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Hands of Juſtice, treated like Aſſaſſins, and 
condemn'd to die with Circumſtances of Ig- 
nominy. You are not indicted for acquit- 
ing yourſelves like Gentlemen; but for 
diſturbing the public Peace, and murder - 
ing the King's Subjects, Now, the Law 


_ never loads a Man with Reproaches, nor 


puniſhes him thus coarſely, for doing a 
handſome Action. To be plain, your com- 
mon Fighters are a Tribe of Murderers by 
Principle, which 1s ſomething worſe than 
Malice propenſe; becaule *tis ready upon all 
Occaſions, and often acts without any Pro- 
vocation, except the Vanity of complying 
with a barbarous Cuſtom. As if it was as 
indifferent a T hing to cut a Man's Throat, 
or let 1t alone, as to wear a broad or nar- 
row- brim'd Hat; and that theſe little Con- 
cerns of Blood ought to be perfectly govern'd 
by the Faſhion: And when the Barbarity is 
committed, you have the Aſſurance to 
maintain it, and to argue for the Murder 
againſt Law and Goſpel. 

To have our Swords ready to execute 
the Orders of every paultry Paſſion, to 
put Murder into our Creed, and cut 
Throats upon profeſs'd Principles, is a 
tragical Buſineſs. Beſides that, it is renoun- 
cing the public Senſe in Matters of the 
higheſt Importance: It is counting that a 
noble Atchievement, which the Laws pu- 

| I 2 _niſh 
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niſh as a capital Offence. Now to ſet up 
a Notion of Honour againſt the Govern- 
ment, with ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, is 
of very dangerous Conſequence, Tis ſuch 
an Affront to the Conſtitution, ſuch a de- 
liberate Conteinpt, ſuch an open Defiance 
of Authority, as nothing can be more. It 
makes the Laws cheap and ridiculous; the 
Solemnities of Juſtice of Piece a Pageantry ; 
the Bench a few Reverend Puppets or Sca- 
ramouches in Scarlet: And thus by expo- 
ſing the Adminiſtration, the very Founda- 


tions of Peace and Property are ſhaken and 


ſapped. The Methods of killing, and that 
of Highway-Men, are alike fair in the Eye 
of Juſtice, and the ſame Rewards are aſſign- 
ed to both. Princes ought to reſent the 
Breach of their Laws, and the Loſs of their 
Subjects, a little more heartily ; they ſhould 
not encourage a Practice which inſults their 
Authority, ridicules their Miniſters, and 
keeps up a Spirit of Barbarity throughout 
the Nation, 

What an inſufferable Pride muſt it be 
for private Men to erect a Magiſtracy of 
their own; to judge and execute in Matters 
of Life and Death, and to hang and draw 
within themſelves. If the Subjects may {ct 
the Laws aſide with ſo little Ceremony, 
and make ſupplimental Proviſions at Dil- 


cretion, the Significancy of Government 
will 
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will be unintelligible, Tf Authority may be 
lighted in an Inſtance of fo high a Nature, 
why not in an Hundred? And when the 
Fences are broken down, Impiety will flow 
in like a Torrent. 15 

If all Subjects ſhould take the ſame Li- 
berty as theſe dangerous Duelliſts, we ſnould 
have wild Work? if the under Sort of Peo- 
ple ſhould take the Hint, and practiſe up- 
on it in the Inſtance of Property? What 
theſe daring Advocates for Vengeance al- 
jedge in their Juſtification is, that par- 
ticular Satisfaction for every Affront in 
Converſation, cannot be awarded by ſtated 


be brought within a Rule; the Giving the 
Lye or any ſuch Indignities, will not allow 
of a Complaint to a Magiſtrate, or juridical 
Proſecutionz and ſince the Government 
is defective in conſidering the Reſpects of 
Honour, they think themſelves privileged 
to be their own Carvers? Theſe at beſt are 
but Pleas of Pride and Miſtake; the Affronts 
which the Laws take no Cognizance of, 
are beneath our Obſervation; and ſuch In- 
dignities are to be anſwered with Con- 
tempt, and not Revenge, For unauthorized 
Reparations, where the Injury is either 
overlooked by the Law, or the Injured has 
no public Warrant for Repriſals, are by 
no Means defenſible or convenient. Pri- 

A vale 


159 COURAGE and HONOUR. 


vate Revenge is moſt dangerous to Society; 
were every Man his own Magiſtrate, and 
truſted with the Power of puniſhing, there 
would be ſtrange Confuſion in a ſhort Time, 
and the World be ruin*d by doing Juſtice, 

If Ignorance and Ill- nature might con- 


demn and execute at Diſcretion, if Spleen 


and Pride might play without Controul, 
and Reſentment make a Sally upon every 
Pretence, the four Winds might better be 
let looſe upon us, than all the Paſſions of 
ſuch a Liberty. Beſides that Heat and Im- 
patience are very ill Directors; when the 
Mind is thus clouded with Paſſion, *tis odds 
but that a Man miſſes his Way : When 
Violence hurries on too faſt, and Caution 
does not keep pace with Revenge, People 
generally do themſelves more Hurt than 
the Enemy. 

Our wearing a Sword, gives us no Power 
of perſonal Satisfaction; nor are we to take 
a greater Freedom with the Government 
than the Vulgar: Our Quality cannot be 
our Excuſe, or bear us out in the uſurp'd 
Privilege: Quite contrary a Gentleman is 
ſuppoſed to be better acquainted with Laws 
than a Peaſant ;z therefore his breaking of 
them mult be a greater Fault; becaule it 
implies more of Contempt in the Action, 


Beſides, where the Example is of worſe 


Conſequence, the Care to check it ſhould 
be 
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be the greater. The Influence of Men of 
Figure is conſiderable; when they are at 
the Head of an ill Cuſtom, they have pre- 
ſently a Train to attend them. The Intec- 


tion ſpreads like Lightning; and 'tis a Cre- 


dit to live counter to Reaſon and Regulari- 
ty. Nor is it an Allegation of any Weight, 
to ſay, that the Cuſtom of Duels puts Gen- 
tlemen upon their good Behaviour; or that 
cis a Check upon Converſation, and makes 
it more inoffenſive than it would be other- 
wiſe: For though Miſunderſtandings will 
happen ſometimes in Company, yet the 
Diſorders of Converſation may be prevent- 
ed without ſuch a dangerous Expedient: 


For not to mention Religion, a moderate 


Share of Prudence and Behaviour will do the 
Buſineſs. * 


There is another ſpecious Defence for 
Daelling, which is, that the Cuſtom has pre- 
vail'd for ſeveral Ages: But let us re- 
member an Objection to this, that there is 
ſcarcely any Extravagance ſo ſingular, as 
to want a Precedent; but Cuſtom, with- 
out Reaſon, is no better than ancient 
Error. If we look back to the Old Ko- 
mans, who were as brave as any People can 
pretend to be, we ſhall meet with no In- 
ſtances of theſe private Deciſions. Indeed, 
there was a fort of Duelling among them, 
as that of the Horatii and Curatii; of 


H 4 Maulius 
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Manlius Torquatus, and the Gaul that chal- 


lenged the Army. But then there was a2 


Difference in the Perſons and Occaſions. 
Theſe Duelliſts were Enemies, Subjects of 
different Princes, and a fort of fighting Re- 
preſentatives, choſen to decide the Contro- 
verſy of the Field. At leaft, the Conteſt 


was allowed by public Authority, and un- 


dertaken upon the Score of their Country, 
But as for one Subject's cutting another's 
Throat about private Diſputes, they were 
perfect Strangers to theſe Methods of Ju- 
ſtice. And when Mark Anthony, after the 
Battle of A#ium, challenged Auguſtus, he 


took no further Notice of the Infult, than 


ſending back this Anſwer, That if Antho- 


ny was weary of his Life, there were other 


Ways of Diſpatch beſide Fighting him; and 
for his Part he ſhould not trouble himſelf to be 
his Executioner. | 

There is a further Varniſh may be put 
on this execrable Cuſtom, that it is fine to 
ſcem above the Impreſſions of Fear, and 
ro flaſh in the Face of Danger. Indeed 
Fortitude is a very valuable Quality : But 
then, as I have already obſerved, it muſt 
be under the Conduct of Prudence and Ju- 
ſtice: Without this Aſſiſtance, the beſt Event 
will prove ruinous, and the Victory itſelf 
a Defeat. 


To 


COURAGE and HONOUR. 1 E 


To be eaſily penetrated by an Injury, is 
a Sign we want either Reaſon to guard, or 
Strength to endure the Blow; whereas For- 
titude and Greatneſs of Mind, makes a Man 
almoſt invulInerable, fences off the Stroke, 
turns the Edge of an Afront, and ſtupifies 
the Pain. They are generally Children, Sick, 


and Unfortunate People, that are moſt tonchy 
and reſonting; and who would be fond of 


ſo ill-deſcended a Quality? Beſides, thoſe 
who are nice and exceptions, are ſoon thrown 
off their Temper; thoſe who can bear, and 
pardon nothing, lie mightily expoſed. 
Their Satisfaction requires ſuch an entire 
Ob/equiouſneſs of Men and Things, that it is 


impoſſible to laſt long: A Word, a Look 


miſmanaged or miſunderſtood, 1s enough to 
diſconcert them. They make no Allowance 
for the Miſtates of Ignorance, the Freedoms 
of Friendſbip, or the Rudeneſs of Paſſion : 
But ſally out immediately, without diſtin- 
guiſhing upon Circumſtance, or Intention, 
as if every Slip was unpardonable, and all 
the Reaſon of Mankind was obliged to be 
upon Duty, to pleaſe their Humour, and 
gratify their Pride. 

In a Word there is much more Ho- 
nour in contemning Injuries, and paſſing them 
by, than in deciding the Controverſy by 
the Sword, or humouring a Spleen and Vein 


of Revenge, For Vindifttveneſs is an un- 
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creditable Quality, argues a little Mind, 
and a Defe of Generoſity and Good Na- 
ture, Revenge, when improved into Habit 
and Irclination, is the Temper of a Tyrant : 
Tis a ſtrong Compoſition of Pride and 
Cruelty, impatient of the leaſt Provoca- 
tion, and unconcerned at the Miſchief of a 
Return. 

How much nobler is it, to alata, than 
aggravate; to pardon, than reſent? Good 
Nature will teach us to ſtifle our Reſent- 
ments, to diſſemble the Pain, and ſmother 
the Injury, rather than let them break cut 
to the Diſturbance of another: A generous 
Perſon will pity that in another, which he 
will by no means pardon in himſelf. Good 
Nature is willing to make Excuſes, and 
interpret Things to the beſt Scnſe; and 

always drives the. Reaſons. of Clemency as 
far as they will go: It conſiders, that IgH- 
rance 1s often at the Head of a Fault; that 
Generaſiiy never goes to the Rigcur of Mat- 
ters, nor delights in giving Pain and Pu- 
niſbment; is willing to overlook and pity 
the uneven Starts, and Miſperformances of 
Life and Converſation, backward to ex- 
poſtulate and complain, to expoſe Defects, 
or demand Reparations, 

A ſavage and inhoſpitable Diſpoſition, is 
the moſt unbeloved Quality; we ſhould en- 
deavour to ſweeien our Humours, and keep 
the Th 
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the Ferment down, I confeſs, the World 
affords Provocations enough, and ſome Men 
deſerve to be mortified; but we may ſer, 
the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe, We 
ſhould therefore arm ourſelves with Think- 
ing, and keep Reaſon upon the Guard: We 
ſhould always look out for the beſt Con- 
ſtructions, wiſh every Body well, pity I- 
norance, and deſpiſe ill Uſage. In a Word, 
irue Honour is always lodged with Fuſtice 
and Humanity; and Courage muſt be blend- 
ed with Fortitude, and have more in it than 
Force and Daring, to make it valuable. 


H6 AFFECT A- 


AFFECTATION, 


S bad as the World is, we may find, 
A by a ſtrict Obſervation upon Virtue 
and Vice, that if Men appeared no worſe than 
they really are, there would be much leſs 
Work for Reformation than there is, as they 
order the Matter. For they have generally 
taken up a kind of inverted Ambition, and 
alfelt even Faults and Imperfections of 
Which they are innocent. 

Mr. Locke has defined Affectation to be 
an aukward and forced Imitation of what 
ſhould be genuine and eaſy, wanting the 
Beauty that accompanies what is natural, 
becauſe there is always a Diſagreement be- 
tween the outward Action and the Mind 
within, e 

Nature does nothing in vain; the Crea- 
tor of the Univerſe has appointed every 
Thing to a certain Uſe and Purpoſe, and 
determined it to a ſettled Courſe and Sphere 
of Action, from which if it in the leaſt de- 
viate, it becomes unfit to anſwer _ | 

| nds 
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Ends for which it was deſigned. ' It is, I 
think, pretty plain, that moſt of the Ab- 


fardity and Ridicule we meet with in the 


World, is generally owing to the imperti- 
nent Affectation of excelling in Characters 
Men are not fit for, and for which Nature 
never deſigned them. Plain and rough Na- 
ture, left to itſelf, is much better than an 
artificial Ungracefulne/s, and ſtudied Ways 
of being ill-faſnioned. The Want of an 
Accompliſhment, or ſome Defect, in our 
Behaviour coming ſhort of the utmoſt 
Gracefulneſs, often efcapes Obſervation and 
Cenſure : But Afefation, in any Part of 
our Carriage, is lighting up a Candle to 
our Defects, and never fails to make us 
be taken notice of, either as wanting Senſe, 
or wanting Sincerity. | 

It is one Part and Symptom of Affecta- 
tion, when a Man would outwardly put on 
a Diſpoſition of Mind, which then he 
really has not, but endeavours, by a forced 
Carriage, to make a Shew of; yet fo, that 
the Conſtraint he is under diſcovers itſelf : 
Thus a Man affe&ts ſometimes to appear 
Jad, merry, or kind, when in Truth he is 
not ſo. Another Indication is, when Men 
do not endeavour to make Shew of Diſpo- 
ſitions of Mind which they have not, but to 
expreſs thoſe they have by a Carriage not 
luited to them, And fuch in Converſation 
a, are 
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are all conſtrain'd Motions, Actions, Words, 
or Looks, which, though deſign'd to ſhew 
either; their Reſpect or Civili y to the Com- 


pany, or their Satisfaction and Eaſineſs in it, 


are not yet natural nor genuine Marks of 
the one, or the other, but rather of ſome 
Dee or Miſtake within. 

Aſfettation, indeed, is a Diſeaſe which 
breaks out upon us in various Kinds: It 
ſometimes ſhews itſelf in our Cloaths and 
Habit, ſometimes in our Features and Mien 
of the Face, often in our Ackions and De- 
portment of the Body, and too frequently 
in our Words and Converſation, Each Spe- 
cies of it ſubjects a Man to a Proportion of 
Ridicule ; but the Stiffneſs and affected Pe- 


dantry of Expreſſion makes him moſt the 


Object of Contempt. 

There are many Men, and ſame of great 
Senſe too, that loſe: both the Profit and the 
Reputation of good Thoughts, by the un- 
couth Manner of expreſſing them. They 


love to talk in Myſtery, and take it for a 


Mark of Wiſdom not to be underſtood. 
They are ſo fond of making themſelves 
public, that they will rather be #idiculqus, 
than not taken notice of, When the Mind 
grows ſqueamiſh, and comes to a loathing 
of Things that are common, as if they were 
fardid, that Sickneſs betrays itſelf in our Way 


of ſpeaking too: For we mult have new 
Words, 


AFFECTATION. 159 


Words, new Compoſitions; and it paſſes for 
an Ornament, to borrow from the other 
Tongues, where we may be better furniſh'd 
in our . 

An Afﬀettation in Writing | is equally nau- 
ſeous as in Expreſſion; in Matters of Com- 
poſition, we ſhould twrite, as we would ſpeak, 
with Eaſe and Freedom; if we put our 
Thoughts in good Senſe, the Matter of 
Ornament we may leave to the Orators. 
tet where we can be eloquent, ſays SENECA, 
without more Pains than the Thing*s worth, 
let us uſe our Facully provided that wwe value 
ourſelves upon the Matter, more than upou 
the Words; and apply ourſelves rather to ihe 
Underſtanding, than the Fancy: For as ſor 
eſteeming any Man purely upon the Score of 
his Rhetoric (continues the Philoſoper) I 
would as ſoon chooſe a Pilot for a good, Head 
7 Hair. 

But to ſpeak more © immediately of our 
Actions and Behaviour : Every Man has one 
or more Qualities, which may make him 
uſetul both to himſelf and others: Nature 
never fails of pointing them out; and while 
the Infant continues under her Guardianſbip, 
the brings him on in his Way, and then 
offers herſelf for a Guide in what remains of 
the Journey: If he proceeds in that Courſe, 
he can hardly miſcarry: Nature makes good 
her Engagements; 3 for as ſhe never pro- 

miles 


160 AFFECTATION. 
miſes what ſhe is not able to perform, ſo 


| ſhe never fails of 


performing what ſhe pro- 


miſes, But the Misfortune is, Men deſpiſe 
what they may be Maſters of, and affect 
what they are not fit for: They reckon them- 


ſelves already poſl; 


efled of what their Genius 


inclined them to, and ſo bend all their Am- 
bition to excel in what is ont of their Reach: 
Thus they deſtroy the U/e of their natural 
Talents, in the fame Manner as covetous Men 
do their Quiet and Repoſe; they can enjoy 
no Satisfaction in what they have, becauſe 
of the abſurd Inclination they are poſſeſſed 
with for what they have not, 

The great Misfortune of theſe AfeFati- 
ons is, that Men not only 4% a good Qua- 
lity, but alſo contract a bad one; they not 
only are unfit for what they were deſigned, 
but they aſſign themſelves to what they are 
unfit for; and inftead of making a very good 


Figure one Way, 


make a very ridiculous one 


another. It is to AfeFation the World 
owes its whole Race of Coxcombs : Nature 
in her whole Drama never drew ſuch a 
Part: She has ſometimes made a Fool; but 
a Coxcomb is always of a Man's own making, 


thoſe that do ſo. 


by applying his Talents otherwiſe than Na- 
ture deſigned ; who ever bears an high Re- 
ſentment for being put out of her Courſe, 
and never fails © 


taking her Revenge on 
— — 
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If Men would be content to graft upon 
Nature, and aſſiſt her Operations, what 
mighty Effects might we expect? For 


wherever Nature defigns a Production, ſhe 


always diſpoſes Seed proper for it; which 
are as abſolutely neceſſary to the Formation 
of any moral or intellectual Excellence, as 
they are to the Being and Growth of a Plant. 
But oppoſing her Tendency in the Applica» 
tion of a Man's Parts, has the ſame Succeſs 


as declining from her Courſe in the Pro- 


duction of Vegetables: By the Aſſiſtance 
of Art, and an hot Bed, we may pofſibly 
extort an unwilling Plant, or an untimely 


Sallad ; but how weak, how taſteleſs and 


inſipid! All AfeFations, which endeavour 
to correct natural Defects, and have always 
the laudable Aim of pleaſing, yet always 
miſs itz and the more they labour to put 


| on Gracefulnefs, the farther they are from it. 
He that will examine wherein that Graceful- 


neſs lies, which always pleaſes, will find it 
ariſes from that natural Coherence which 
appears between the Thing done, and ſuch 
a Temper of Mind, as cannot but be ap- 
proved of as ſuitable to the Occaſion. 

In a Word, could the World be reform'd 
to the Obedience of that famed Dictate, fol- 
low Nature, which the Oracle of Delphos 
pronounced to Cicero, when he conſulted 


what Courſe of Studies he ſhould purſue, we 


ſhould 
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ſhould ſee almoſt every Man as eminent in 


his proper Sphere, as Tully was in his; and 


ſhould, in a very ſhort Time, find Imperti- 
nence and Afﬀettation baniſn'd from the Wo- 
men, and Coxcombs and falſe Characters from 
among the Men. Imitation of others, with- 
out diſcerning what is graceful in them, 
or what is peculiar to their Characters, of- 
ten makes a great Part of our Faults. But 
Aſfectation, of all Kinds, whenceſoever it 
proceeds, is always offenſive; becaule we 
naturally hate whatever is counterfeit, and 
condemn thoſe who have nothing better to 
recommend. themſelves by. 
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O true to Induſtry, and ſo zealous for 

Employment, have wile Men been in all 
Ages, that they have look*d upon 1dlene/s 
and Jnactivity, as Crimes of a heinous Na- 
ture, I remember it is a Reflection of Old 
Hejiod : 
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That beth God and Men are angry at him that 


lives unatttve, like Drones in an Hive, that 
azvour the Fruit of the Bees Labour, 


[dleneſs is of fo general a Diſtemper, that 
a copious Treatiſe on this Subject could not 
but be of univerſal Uſe, There is hardly 
any one Perſon without ſome Allay of it; 
and thouſands ſpend more-Time in an idle 
Uncertainty, which to begin firſt of two 

Airs, 
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Affairs, than would have been ſufficient to 
have ended them both. The Occaſion of 
this ſeems to be the Vant of ſome neceſſa- 
ry Employment to put the Spirits in Motion, 
and awaken them out of their Lethargy, 
Were one's Time a little ſtreightned by Bu- 
fneſs, like Water encloſed in its Banks, it 
would have ſome determined Courſe ; but 
unleſs it be put into ſome Channel, it has 
no Current, but it becomes a Deluge, with- 
out either Ve or Motion. 8 

It has been obſerved by Writers of Mora- 
ty, that in order to quicken Human In- 
duſtry, Providence has ſo contrived it, that 
our daily Food 1s not to be procured without 
much Pains and Labour. The Chaſe of 
Birds and Beafts, the ſeveral Arts of Fiſhing, 
with all the different Kinds of Agriculture, 
are neceſſary Scenes of Bufineſt, and give 
Employment to the greateft Part of Man- 
kind. If we look into the brute Creation, 
we find all its Individuals engaged in a 
painful and laborious Way of Life, to pro- 
cure a neceſſary Subſiſtance for themſelves, or 
thoſe that grow up under them. The Pre- 
ſervation of their Being is the whole Bu/ine/* 
of it. An idle Man is therefore a Kind of 
Monſter in the Creation. All Nature is 
buſy about him; every Animal he ſees re- 
proaches him. Let ſuch a Man, who lies 
as a Burthen or dead Height upon the Species, 


and 
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and contributes nothing either to the Riches 


of the Commontwealib, or to the Mainte- 
nance of himſelf and Family, conſider that 
Inſtinct with which Providence has endowed 


the Ant, and by which is exhibited an Exam- 


ple of Taduſtry to rational Creatures, 
Notwithſtanding we are obliged by Duty 


to keep ourſelves in conſtant Employ, after 


the ſame Manner as inferior Animals are 
prompted to it by Inſtinct, we fall very 
ſhort of them in this Particular. We are 
here the more inexcuſable, becauſe there is 
a greater Variety of Buſineſs to which we 
may apply ourſelves. Reaſon opens to us 


a large Field of Affairs, which other Crea- 


tures are not capable of: Beaſts of Prey, 
and I believe of all other Kinds, in their 
natural State of Being, divide their Time 
between Action and Reſt. They are always 
at work, or aſleep. In ſhort, their waking 
Hours are wholly taken up in ſecking after 
Food, or in conſuming 1t. The buman 
Species only, to the great Reproach of our 
Natures, are filled with Complaint that the 
Day hangs heavy on them; that they do 
not know what to do with themſelves z that 
they are at a Loſs how to paſs away their 
Time; with many of the like ſhameful 
Murmurs, which we often find in the Mouths 
of thoſe who are ſtiled rational Beings. How 
monſtrous are : ſuch Expreſſions amongſt 
Creatures 
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Creatures who have the Labours of the Mind, 
as well as thoſe of the Body, to furniſh them 
with proper Employments; who, beſides 
the Buſineſs of their proper Callings and Pro- 
feſſions, can apply themſelves to the Duties 
of Religion, to Medilation, to the reading of 
uſeful Books, to Diſcourſe : In a Word, who 
may exerciſe themſelves in the unbounded 
Purſuits of Knowledge and Virtue, and every 
Hour of their Lives make themſelves wier 
-or better than they were before, 

The irregular Starts of vicious Appetites, 
are in Time deſtroyed by the Gratification 
of them; but a well ordered Life of Sloth, 
receives daily Strength from its Continuance. 
J went (ſays Solomon) by the Field of the 
Slothful, and the Vineyard of the Man wid 


of Underſtanding ; aud lo] it was all grown 
over with Thorns, and Nettles had covered th: 


Face thereof; and the Stone Walls thereof were 
broken down, To raile the Image of this 
Perſon, the ſame Author adds, The ſlolb- 
ful Man hideth bis Hand in his Boſom, and it 
grieveth him to bring it again 10 bis Mouth, 
If there were no future Account expected 
of ſpending our Time, the immediate Jncon- 


venience that attends a Life of Ialeneß, ſhould 


of itſelf be Perſwaſion enough to the NMen 

of Senſe to avoid it. 
believe I may ſay, there is more Toll, 
ann and Uneaſineſs in Sleth, than can 
be 
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be found in any Employment a Man will 
put himſelf upon. When a thoughtful Man 

is once fix d this Way, Spleen is the neceſſa- 
ry Conſequence. This directs him inſtant- 
ly to the Contemplation of his Health, or 
Circumſtances, which muſt ever be found 
extremely bad upon thete melancholy En- 
quiries. If he has any common Buſineſs upon 


his Hands, numberleſs Objections ariſe, that 


make the Diſpatch of it impoſſible ; and 
he cries out with Solomon, There is a Lion 
in the Way, a Lion in the Streets, that is, 
there 1s ſome Difficulty. or other, which, to 
his Imagination, is as invincible as a Lion 
really would be. 9 
If we would but take the Pains to con- 
ſider the Conſequences of Jaleneſs, and to 
bow many Inconveniences we are ſubject, 
by an habitual Inactivily, our Reaſon would 
prompt us to fly from Danger, and take 
Shelter under Exerciſe and Employment: The 
Man that wallows in the Bed of Idleneß, is 
fit to invite Temptation: The induſtrious 
Man hath not ſo much Leiſure to fin: The 
Idle hath neither Leiſure nor Power to avoid 
it. Exerciſe is not more wholſome for the 
Body, than for the Soul; the. Remiſſion 
whereof breeds Matter of Diſeaſe in both. 
The Water that hath been heated, ſooneſt 
treezeth, the moſt active Spirit ſooneſt tireth 
with Slacking: The Earth ſtands ſtill, and 
| 18 
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is all Dregs; the Heavens ever move, and 
are pure. We have no Reaſon to complain 
of the 4b/ardity of Work; the Toi of Action 
is anſwered by the Benefit ;, if we did leſs, 
we ſhould ſuffer more. Satan, like an idle 
Companion, if he find us buſy, flies back and 
ſees it no Time to entertain vain Purpoſes 
with us: We cannot pleaſe him better than 
by caſting awayour Work, to hold chat with 
him; we cannot yield ſo far, and be guiltlels, 

There are indeed but very few who know 
how to be idle, and innocent; or have a Re. 

liſh of any Pleaſures that are not criminal, 
Every Diverſion they take, is at the Ex- 
pence of ſome one Yir!ue or another; and 
their very firſt Step out of Buſineſt, is ini 

Nice or Folly, A Man ſhould endeavour 
therefore to make the Sphere of his innocent 
Pleaſures as wide as poſſible, that he may 
retire into them with Safety, and find in 
them ſuch a Satisfaftion as a wiſe Man would 
not. bluſh to take. 

If we look into the Behaviour of many 
whom we daily converſe with, we ſhall 
find that moſt of their Hours are taken up 

in thoſe three important Articles of Ea:ing, 
Drinking, and Sleeping. I do not ſuppoſe 
that a Man loſes his Time, who is not en- 
gaged in public Affairs, or in an illuſtrio, 
Courſe of Action. On the contrary, I believe 
one may ſpend his Hours more agrecab!y 


In 
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the World, than in ſuch as are apt to draw 
upon them the Attention of Mankind, One 
may become cviſer and better, by ſeveral 
Methods of employing one's ſelf in Secre- 


Cy and Silence, and do what is laudable 


without Noſe or Oftentation. 
Bodily Exerciſe is of two Kinds: Either 
that which a Man ſubmits to for his Liveli- 
baud; or that which he undergoes for his 
Pleaſure, The latter of them generally 
changes the Name of Labour for that of 
Exerciſe; but differs only from ordinary La- 
bour, as it riſes from another Motive. Let 
us but confider the Anatomy of an human 
Body, and we ſhall diſcover how abſolutely 
neceſſary Labour is for the right Preſerva- 
tion of it. There muſt be frequent Motions 
and Agitatians, to mix, digeſt, and ſeparate 
the Juices contained in it, as well as to clear 
and to cleanſe that Infinitude of Pipes and 
Strainers, of which it is compoſed ; and to 
give their ſolid Parts more firm and laſting 
Tones, Labour or Exerciſe ferments the 
Humours, caſts. them into their proper 
Channels, throws of Redundancies, and 
helps Nature in thoſe ſecret Diſtributions, 
without which, the Body cannot ſubſiſt in 
is Vigour, nor the Soul act with Chearfulneſs. 
Had not Exerciſe been abſolutely neceſſary 
lor our Well-being, Nature would not have 
; I 2.5 Whads 


in ſome Purſaits which make no Figure in 
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made the Body ſo proper for it by giving 
ſuch an Activity to the Limbs, and ſuch a 
Pliancy to every Part, as neceſſarily produce 
thoſe Comprelſions, Extenſions, Contortions, 
Dilatations, and all other kinds of Motions, 
that are neceſſary for its Preſervation, as I 
have before obſerv'd. And that we might 
not want Inducements to engage us in ſuch 
an Exerciſe of the Body as is proper for its 
Welfare, it is ſo order'd, that nothing va- 
luable can be procured without it. Not to 
mention Riches and Honour, even Food and 
Raiment, are not to be come at without the 
Toil of the Hands, and Sweat of the Brows. 
Providence furniſheth Materials, but expects 
that we ſhould work them up ourſclves. 
The Earth muſt be labour'd before it gives 
its Increaſe; and when it is forced into 
its ſeveral Products, how many Hands mult 
they paſs through before they are fit for Uſe? 
Manufactures, Trade, and Agriculture, na- 
rurally employ more than nineteen Parts of 
the Species in twenty: And as for thoſe 
who are not oblig*d to labour, by the Condi- 
tion in which they are born, they are more 
miſerable than the reſt of Mankind, unleſs 
they indulge themſclves in that voluntary La- 


bour which goes by the Name of Exerci/e. | 


Thoſe who have ſearch'd into human Na- 
ture obſerve, that nothing ſo much ſhews 
the Nobleneſs of the Soul, as that its Felicity 

8 26 . con- 
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conſiſts in A#ion. If we look back into the 
old World, we ſhall find, that all its Vi- 
gour was owing to Exerciſe, Sprightlineſs, 
and Activity: Luxury and [dleneſs firſt de- 
bilitated and impair'd the Strength of Na- 
ture. I remember ſome fine Lines in a Poem 
of Mr. Dryden's, which are an elegant Con- 
firmation of what I have here aſſerted. 


The firſt Phyſicians by Debauch were made; 
Exceſs began, and Sloth ſuſtains the Trade, 
By Chace our long-liv'd Fathers earn'd their 
Food, "471 
Toil ſtrung the Nerves and purify'd the Blood: 
But we, their Sons, a pamper d Race of Men, 
dre dwindled down to Threeſcore Years and 
Ten. | 5s 
Better to bunt in Fields for Health unbought, 
Than ſee the Doctor for à nauſeous Draught. 
Toe Wiſe, for Cure, on Exerciſe depend, 
God never made-bis Wark for Men to mend. 


Yet as neceſſary as Aion is, and as much 
a Duty as it is on Mankind, we, by our Be- 
haviour and Carriage in the World, ſeem 
of the Stamp which Horace complains of, 


Nos numerus ſumus & fruges conſumere nati, 


We make up the Number of Creatures, 
Creeping oer the Surface of the Earth, and born 
alone to conſume its Produce, If we look into 


12 the 
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the Bulk of our Species, they are ſach as are 


not likely to be remembered a Moment af- 


ter their Diſappearance. They leave be- 
hind them no Traces of their Exiſtence, but 
are forgotten, as though they never had 
been. I could wiſh, that Men, while they 


are in Health, would conſider well the Na- 


ture of the Part they are engaged in, and 
what Figure it will make in the Minds of 
thoſe they leave behind them: Whether it 
was worth coming into the World for? 
Whether it be ſuitable to a reaſonable Being? 
In ſhort, Whether it appears graceful in this 
Life, or will turn to Advantage in the next? 
Would we give ourſelves the Trouble of 
a little Se, Examination, we ſhould certainly 


be cured of that Indolence which betrays us, 


grow ſick of Negligence and Procraſtination, 
and rouſe and exert ourſelves to Action 
ſuiting the Dignity of our Nature. The 
Time we live, ought not to be computed 
by the Number of Years, but by the Ce 
has been made of it: Thus *tis not the Ex- 
tent of Ground, but the yearly Rent, which 
gives the Value to the Eſtate, >— 

There is nothing now-a-days ſo much 
| avoided, as a ſollicitous Improvement of every 
Part of our Time: Nothing lies upon our 
Hands with ſuch Uneaſineſs; nor has there 
been ſo many Devices for any one Thing, as 
w make it ſlide away imperceptibly, and to 
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no Purpoſe. We fear the Imputations of 
Labour and Aſiduity, Diligence and Induſtry, 
have a mechanic Reportz and Employment 
and Application ſavour of Drudgery. Theſe 
Prepoſſeſſions make us pleaſed with our 
Ruin: We think Lazine is a deſireable 
Character; and poltpone and procraſtinate 
every Intention to Buſineſs: To morrew, is 
ſtill the fatal Time when all is to be recti- 
fy'd: To morrow comes; it goes; and ſtill 
we pleaſe ourſelves with the Shadow, whilſt 
we loſe the Reality: Unmindful that the 
preſent Time alone is ours, the ſuture is yet 
unborn, and the paſt is dead, and can only 
live (as Parents in their Children) in the 
Actions it has produced, To conclude : 
We ſhould labour to make this the Rule of 
our Conduct, which Seneca tells Lucilius 
was his Practice. Id ago, ut mibi inſtar to- 
tius vitæ fit dies quiſue. Nec meberculè tan - 
quam ultimum rapio : Sed illum fic aſpicio, 
tanquam eſſe vel ullimus peffit. Ante ſenefty- 
tem curavi, ut bene viverem in [eneffute, ut 
bene morirer : bene autem mcri, eſt libenter 
mori. We ſhould order it ſo, that every ſingle 
Day ſhould be like our «whole Lives do us; not 
to lay bold on ut as the laſt, but loo upon it in 
a Poſſibility of being ſuch : To take care before 
Age ſurprizes us, to live well; and when 
Ae advances to die as well: Now to die well, 
ij to die willingly. a a 
bas -- 13 ENV 
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N has been defined by Mr. Collier, 
to be a Diſpleaſure for ſome ſuppoſed Ad- 


Dantage in another : And Plutarch tells us, 


that Envy and Hatred are Paſſions ſo like 
each other, that they are often taken for the 
ſame. Generally, indeed, all the Vices are 
fo confuſedly twiſted and entangled, that 
they are not eaſily to be diftinguiſh'd : For 
as differing Diſeaſes of the Body agree in 
many the like Cauſes and Effects, ſo do the 
Diſturbances of the Mind. 

Whatſoever Reſemblance theſe two Paſ- 
ſions bear to each other, they have ſtil] pe- 
culiar Marks to make them diſtinct. Hatred 
proceeds from an Opinion, that the Perſon 
ve deteſt, is vi; and if not generally ſo, 
yet at leaſt, in particular to us: For they 
who think themſelves injured, are apt to 
hate the Author of their Wrongs; and even 
thoſe, who upon other than Self. Reſpects, 
are reputed ixjuriaus, we uſually OY 

an 
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and abhor. But Envy has only one Sort of 


Object, the Felicity of others ; yet by this it 
becomes infinite, and like an evil or diſeaſed 
Eye, is offended with every thing that is 
bright. 

The Object of this Paſſion is ſomething 
deſirable; and though Excellency, preciſe- 
ly conſider'd, cannot occaſion Diſlike; yet 
Excellency miſplaced, may. The Euvicus 
believes himſelf eclipſed by the Luſtre of bis 
Neighbour. It muſt be certainly from this 
Motive, that Authors are not conſidered 
with due Regard whilit alive, though 


Juſtice is done their Memory in Aſhes. 


Virtutem preſentem odimus, 
Sublatam ex oculis querimus invidi, Hog, 


Superior Wit or Excellence in any kind, are 
Reproaches to the Character of him that can- 
not ſtand in Competition for them; and when 
bis Abilities do not riſe, be envieth the Man for 
poſſeſſing Qualities of Advantage, which /ccm 
to ſet his Inferiority more to View, The Rea- 
ſon that we ſcarce ever eſteem a Man equal to 
his Meri, till we have loſt him, ſeems to 
be juſtly touch'd by Yelleins Paterculus, in 
theſe Words, Præſentia invidid, preterita 
veneratione proſequimur. Et illis nos obrui, 
his inſtrui credimus. We always treat Things 
preſent with Envy, Things paſt with Venera- 
| 14 | tion; 
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tion; for wwe believe ourſelves kept under by 
the former, but inſtructed by the latter. 

Envy muſt be determin'd a moſt ill na- 
turd Vice; *tis made up of Meanneſs and 
Malice; it wiſhes the Force of Goodneſs re- 
ſtrain'd, and the Meaſure of Happineſi 
abated. It laments over Proſperity, and 
fickens at the Sight of Health. Had this 
Paſſion the Governing of the' Creation, we 
fhould have a ſad World of it. How would 


it infe the Air, and darken the Sun; 


make the Seas unnavigable, and blaſt the 
Fruits of the Earth ? How would the Face 
of Nature be overcaſt? We ſhould ſee Con- 
fuſion without Settlement, Madneſs without 
Intervals, and Poiſon without" Antidotes, 


Could the Euvious prevail, all noble Under- 


ee would be cruſnh'd, and Invention 

nipp'd in the Bud. Nothing extraordinary 
in Induſtry, Senſe, or Bravery, would be 
endured : Whatſoever was /b1ming, would 
foon be eclipſed : To excel either in Art or 
Nature, would be a Crime ; and none could 
be ſafe, but the I and the Uſe. 

The envious Mar is in Pain upon all Oc- 
caſions, which ought to give him Pleaſure. 
The Reliſb of his Life is inverted; and the 
Objects which adminiſter the higheſt Satiſ- 
6 ben to thoſe who are exempt from this 


Paſſion, give the quickeſt Pangs to Perſons 
who are ſubject to it. All the Perfettions of 


their 
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their Fellow Creatures are odious; Muth, 


. Beauty, Valour, and Wiſdom, are Provoca- 


tions of their Diſpleaſure. What a wretched 
and apoſtate Seite is this! To be offended 
with Excellence, and hate a Man becauſe 
we approve him | The Condition of the en- 
vious Man is the moſt emphatically miſera- 
ble: He is not only incapable of- rejoicing 
in anotber*s Merit or Succeſs, but lives in a 


World wherein all Mankind are in a Plo: 


2gainſt his Quiet, by ſtudying their oron 
Happineſs and Advantage. 

It is no ſmall Confirmation of the Baſe- 
neſs of this Paſſion, that the Reliefs of the 
envious Man are thoſe little Blemiſhes and 
Imperfections, that diſcover themſelves in an 
illuſtrious Character. It is Matter of great 
Conſolation to an envious Perſon, when a 
Man of known Honour does a Thing un- 
worthy himſelf; or when any Action, which 
was well-executed, upon better Information, 
appears ſo altered in its Circumſtances, that 
the Fame of it is divided among many, in- 


ſtead of being attributed to one. This is 


a ſecret Satisfaction to theſe Malignants : 
The Perſon whom - before they could not 
but admire, they fancy is nearer their 0272 


Condition, as ſoon as his Merit is ſbared 
among others. 


There is nothing that more Cenotes a 
ne Mind, than the Abhorrence of Envy 
| I 5 and 
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and Detraction. That which gives Birth to 
this deteſtable Paſſion in a baſe Soul, produces 
a generous Emulation in better Dilpoſtion: 
Now, Emulation is an handſome Paſſion; tis 
enterprizing, but juſt withal; it keeps a Man 
within the Terms of Honour, and makes the 
Conteſt for Glory fair and generous. Here is 
nothing malevolent and inſidious: The Ad- 
vantage isgain'd by Improvement, not by In- 
The Man ſtrives to excel; but then *tis 
by raif ing himſelf, not by dopreſ ing another. 
*Tis an honourable Heat, that takes fire at 


another's Excellence, and blazes out into the 


Rivalſhip of his Virtues; to give the Man we 
contend with all hs Merit, and ſtrive fairly 
to outſhoot him. But Envy always wants the 
Spirit, as well as the good Nature and Honour 


to exert itſelf ſo commendably; and, as if 


it were conſcious of its own Impotence, folds 
its Arms in Deſpair, and fits cur ing in a 


Corner: For when Envy conquers, tis com- 


monly in the Dark, by Treachery and Under- 
mining, by Calumny and Detraction. The 


Envious are always ungrateful ; they hate a 


noble Temper, though ſhewn upon them- 
ſelves. If you oblige them, *tis at your 
Peril; they'Il fly in the Face of a good Turn; 
and outrage where they ought to reward. 
Whoſoe ver will read, and with Delibera- 
rion weigh the Character which the Learned 


Biſhop HALT has given us of the envicus 
1 Mau, 
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Aan, if he has either Senſe or Integrity 
on his Side, will utterly deteſt ſo ſordid a 
Paſſion. It may not be amiſs to tranſcribe 


ſuch Part of it as ſeems to be general in the 


Application. An envious Man (lays he) 


feeds on others Evils, and bath no Diſeaſe, but 


his Neighbours Welfare; whatſoever God doth 


for him, be cannot be bappy in Company; and 


if be were put to chuſe, whether he would ra- 
ther bave Equals in a common. Felicity, or Su- 
periors in Miſery, be would demur upon the 


Election. You ſhall have him ever enquiring 


into the Eſtales of his Equals and Belters : 

Wherein be ts not more deſirous to hear all, 
than loth to bear any thing over good; and 
if juſt Report relate aught better than be would, 
be redoubles the Queſtion, as being hard io be- 
lieve what be likes not. Whom be dares noi 
openly backbite, nor wound with a dire Cen- 
ſure, be ſtrikes ſmoothly with an over-cold 
Praiſe ; when bis Equal ſhould riſe to No- 


nour, be ſtrives againſt it unſeen, and ſuboru- 


ety Obſzacles: But when be ſees bis Reſiſtance 
vain, be can give an hollow Gratulation in 
Preſence, but in ſecret aiſparages- that Ad- 
vancement z either the Man is unfit for the 
Place, ar the Place for the Man. No Per: 
fon is ſafe from his malignant Cenſure; no 

Aztion from bis fealous Conſtruction. 
Since Envy is ſo odious, and every way 
unlucky; ſince it makes ſo diſagreeable a Fi- 
3 Þ gute, 
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gure, and does fo much Miſchief to itſelf 
and others, it may not be improper to of- 
fer ſomething particular to prevent it. 
We ſhould conſider, that Providence has 
given the leaſt of us more than we can pre- 
tend to: If we could make out a Title to 
more Privilege, to complain were not un- 
reaſonable; but none can be ſo hardy, as to 
fay Heaven is in his Debt, and owed him a 
nobler Being or Subſiftance. We ſhoulg re- 
member that we are liberally dealt with ; 
and then we ſhould not be troubled to ſee 


another in a better Condition, To confider 


that we have more than we deſerve, will help 
our Reaſon to ſilence our Murmuring, and 
make us aſham'd to repine. If we don't 
over-rate our Pretenſions, all will be well: 
Humility diſarms Envy, and ſtrikes it dead. 

We ſhould endeavour likewiſe toimprove 


our IVE Abilities :. Men naturally de- 


fire to ſtand fair in the Opinion of others ; 
and to have ſomewhat of Value to ſupport 
them in their own Thoughts, To be eaſy, 
a Man ſhould examine his Genius, exert his 
Spirits, and try to make the moſt of himſelf. 
There are few but may be remarkable in 
their Station; fo far, at leaft, as to guard 
off Contempt, and ſecure a moderate Repute 
to themſelves. And thoſe that are good for 
fomething tbemſelves, will be contented that 
ethers ſhould be ſo too. 1 
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To conclude: Let us entertain ſo vile 
Notions of this Paſſion, as to think ill af 
ourſelves for giving it Harbour: Let us 
paint it in its worſt Colours to our Imagi- 
nation, and ſo we ſhall diſcountenance our 
Opinion of it: Let us reflect on it as a Com- 
pound of Impotence and Malice; as a Quali- 


ty that will prey on our Eaſe and Satisfaction, 


diſgrace us to the World, and us 
miſerable to ourſelves. 
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E all of us complain of the Shori- 
neſs of Time, ſaith Seneca; and yet 
have more than we know what to do with, 
Our Hours, ſays he, are either ſpent in 
doing nothing at all, or doing nothing to the 
Purpoſe, or in doing nothing that we ought 
10 do. We are always complaining our 
Days are but few, and acting 'as though 
tbere would be no End of them. ' Thus al- 
though the whole Life is allowed by-every one 
to be ſhort, the ſeveral Diviſions of it appear 
long and tedious. We are fer lengthening 
aur Span in general, but wou 4 fain contraft 
the Parts of which it is compoſed. 

How acceptable a Piece of Service would 
it be to the World, if any one could be hap- 
py enough to point out to them certain 
Methods for their filling up the empty Spaces 


of Life? There arc uſeful and innocent Di- 
wer ons 
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verſions to rub off Part of our Time, but we 


are not eaſy to be fix*d at them: We are 
continually wanting an Amuſement; but at 
a loſs to determine in what Recreations it 
muſt conſiſt, I muſt confeſs, I think it is 
below reaſonable Creatures to be altogether 
converſant in ſuch Diverſions as are merely 


imocent, and have nothing elſe to recom- 


mend them, but that there is no Hurt in 
them. 9 . | Re 082-2 08 
Pleaſure and Recreation, of one Kind or 
other, are abſolutely neceſſary to relieve our 
Minds and Bodies from too cenſtant Attention 
and Labour. Indeed the Uſe of Wiſdom ſtands 
in tempering our Pleaſures: There are ſome 


ſo rigid, or ſo timorous, that they avoid all 


Diverſions, and dare not but abandon /awful 
Delights, for fear of offending. Theſe are 
hard Tutors, if not Tyrants to themſelves, 
whilſt they pretend to a mortified Strictneſs, 


are injurious to their own Liberty, and to the 


Liberality of their Maker. We ſhould learn 
firſt, by a juſt Survey, to know the due and 
lawful Bounds of Pleaſure; and then beware 


either to go beyond a known Boundary, or 


in the Licence of our Deſires, to remove it. 
When Pleaſure is made the chief Purſuit 
of Life, a conſtant Application to its Allure- 
ments will naturally root out the Force 
of Reaſon and Reflection, and ſubſtitute in 


their Place a general Impatience of Thought, 
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and a conſtant Pruriency of inordinate De- 
fire... He that buys his Satisfaction at the 


Expence of Duiy or Diſcretion, is ſure to 


over-purchaſe. When Virtue is facrificed 
to Appetite, Repentance muſt follow; and 
that is an uneaſy Paſſion, All auwarrant- 
able Deligbis have an ill Farewell; and deſtroy 
thoſe that are greater. The main Reaſon 
why we have Reſtfaints clapp'd-upon us, is 
becauſe an unbounded Liberty would undo us, 
Beſides Plzaſure, when it is a Man's chief 
Purpoſe, diſappoints itſelf; and the conſtant 
Application to it palls the: Faculty of en- 
Joying it, though it leaves the Senſe of our 
Inability for that we wiſh, with a Diſreliſh 
of every Thing elſe. There is more Fatigue 
in a Round of circulary and continued Plea- 
ſures, than in the Proſecution of Bujine/s and 
Affairs: The Enjoyments we purſued, grow 
ſtale in the Poſſeſſion; and when we have 
run through them, leave us flat and inſipid, 
ſpent and over-labour'd. Tis a fair Infer- 
ence from hence, chat Pleaſſire can be only 
io, when purſued with Moderation. As far 
as Health is kept up. and Melancholy dil- 
charged by theſe Amuſements, they may be 
tolerable enough within a Rule, The Eu 
of Pleaſure is to ſupport the Offices of Life, 


to relieve the Fajigye of Buſineſs, to reward 


a regular Action, and encourage the Conti, 
nuance. 1 8 
| I re- 
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' Tremember Mr. Lorke, ſpeaking of Re- 


creations, reckons the Exerciſe. of Manual 
Arts under this Head; and fays, That it bas 
been nothing but the Vanity and Pride of Great- 
neſs and Riches, that has brought unprofitable 
and dangerous Paſtimes into Faſhion, and per- 


fwaded People into a Belief that the learning, 


or putting their Hands to any Thing that was 
uſeful, could not be a Diverſion fit for a Gen- 
tleman: For that the great Men among the 
Ancients, underſtood very <vell how to recon- 
cile manual Labour with Affairs of State; 
and thought it no leſſening io their Dignity, 10 
make the one the Recreation to the otber. 

I am not about to preſcribe any particular 
Diverſions, ſo they in general be innocent in 
the Object: Inclination in every one, mult be 
left to its Choice, Indeed, when the Mind 
demands Relaxation and Refreſhment, if we 
would fill up the Vacancies of our Leiſure 
by Phyſical Dire&ion, it ſhould be in ſome 
Exerciſe of the Body which unbends the 
Thought, and confirms the Health and 
Strength, But what ſhall we ſay, when 
every Man has a peculiar Guſt of Pleaſure ? 
The Tempers of ſome are ſo ſolid, and their 
Conſtitutions ſo ſedentary, that they cannot 
reliſh Activity, or rough Exerciſe; their 
very Diver ſions are in a manner contempla- 
tive, and bent on Speculation; therefore they 
require Amuſements of a more refined N _ 
| or 
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For my own Part, I cannot think the 
 Jooſe Hours of Life better employ'd than in 
the Diverſions of the Theatre, if our Vices 
do not ſtrike in to marr the Intention of the 
Entertainment. There are Materials fitted 
both for Pleaſure and Improvement. Every 
Scene has, or ought to have a Moral, Hu- 
man Life may be inſtructed from fictitious 
Characters; and we learn to demean our- 
ſelves in real Actions, from ſeeing how 
others have either ſucceeded or miſcarry'd 
in reprefented ones. But of this no more: 
It may look odd for me, in a Moral Wort, 
to turn Advocate for a Play-Houje. Though 
the Stage might be made a perpetual Source 


of the moſt noble and uſejul Entertainments, 


were it under proper Regulations. 

There are many other uſeful Amuſements 
of Life, which one would endeavour to 
multiply, that one might on all Occaſions, 
have Recourſe to ſome Things, rather than 
ſuffer the Mind to lie idle, or run a-drift 
with any Paſſion that chances to riſe in it. 
Nor am I againſt having a Gentleman ac- 
commodate himſelf to the innocent Dive. 
ons in Faſhion amongſt thoſe of his Age and 
Condition. I am ſo far from having him ai. 
ſtere and moroſe to that Degree, that I would 
perſwade him to more than ordinary Con 
plaiſance for all the Gaieties and Diverſions ol 


thoſe he converſes with, and to be averſe ane 
5 hw telty 
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tefty in nothing they ſhould deſire of him, 
that might become a Gentleman and an 
honeſt Man ee THOR 

Indeed, as to the Diverſions of Cards and 
Dice, however engaging, I muſt declare 
myſelf for them with Abſtinence, and that 
they are to be uſed with Caution, Theſe 
Sorts of Plays are oftener Provocatives to 
Avarice and Loſs of Temper, than mere 
Recreations and innocent Amuſements. They 
are ſo betraying and dangerous in their Con- 
ſequences, that People fit down to them 
rather with the Spirits of Gameſters, than a 


Deſign to while away the vacant Hours, 


They purſue it with as much Ardour as 
they would a Hunting-Match; and the only 
Difference is, that here they are each other 
Prey. e 
Thouſands have been ruin'd by Gaming, 
ſays Bruyere; and yet they tell yoy very cold- 
ly, they cart live without it. What an Ex- 
cufe is this? Is there any violent and ſhame- 
ful Paſſion which may not uſe the ſame Lan- 
guage? Would we admit one to ſay, he 
can't live without murdering, raviſhing, and 


| robbing ? Is playing without Bounds, without 
| Conſideration or Intermiſſion, to the total 


Ruin of your Adverſary, whilſt tranſported 
with a Deſire of Gain, made outrageous by 
Taſſes, and inflam'd by Avarice, you expoſe 
ona Card or the Chance of a Dye, your own, 

| your 
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your Wives, and your Childrens Fortune; 
Is this allowable? Is this the Sport you 
cannot live without? Are there not worſe 
Conſequences than theſe often at Play? 
When entirely routed, you are obliged to 
part with your Cloatis, your Food, and 
the Proviſion of your-Family, for this un- 
reaſonable Diverſion. There is too much 
Folly and Puerility in expoſing one's ſelf to 
theſe great Loſſes. There is but one Af 
fiction which is laſting, the L of an Eſtate: 
Time, which ſweetens all others, fharpens 
this; we feel it every Moment during the 
Courſe of our Lives, that we mi the For- 
tune we have loſt. | 

Tis ſaid of Play, that it equals all Con. 
ditions: But there is often ſuch ſtrange Diſ- 
proportions, and ſuch vaſt Diſtance between 
this and that Condition, that our Eyes are 
ſhock*d- and offended to ſee ſuch Extremi- 
ties meet together. Tis like Diſcord in 
Muſic; Colours ill-ſorted z Words which 
jar the Ear; Sounds and Noiſes which make 
us ſhudder. In a Word, *tis overturn? 
all Diſtinction and Decency: A jumbling of 
Qaalities and Degrees together upon the 
Level; and ſorting Men of Rank, by the 
Privilege of the Table, with Fellows that 
are too vile for the moſt menial Offices. 

But ſetting aſide the Regard to Equaiits, 


and Conver/ation in your own Sphere, We 
ſhould 
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ſhould dread the Cuſtom of common Gaming, 
for the Paſſions it excites, and the unreaſon- 
able Ferments, Commotions, and Inquietudes, 
it puts its Clients into: Becauſe it baniſhes 
Mirth, and the Reliſh of Society; and ties 
down the Eyes and Affections to the Con- 
cern and Eagerneſs of Winning. An Aſſem- 
bly of States, or Courts of Juſtice in capital 
Caſes, appear not more ſerious and grave, 
than a Table of Gameſters playing very 
high; a melancholy Severity reigns in their 
Looks, implacable to one another, and irre- 
concileable Enemies while the Meetin 
laſts; they conſider neither Friendſhip, Al- 
liances, Birth, nor Diſtinftions. Chance 
alone, that blind and wild Divinity, pre- 


ſides over the Circle, and decides ſovereign- 
ly there on all Occaſions; they all adore 
| her by a profound Silence and Attention, 


which they are not able to obſerve elſe- 
where; and all the Paſſions ſeem ſuſpended, 


| to give place only to one. I think it is very 
| wonderful, ſays the SpRCTATOR, 7o ſee 


Perſons of the beſt Senſe paſſing away a Dozen 
Hours together, in ſhuffling and dividing a 
Pack of Cards, with no other Converſaticn 


| but what is made up of a few Game Phraſes, 


and no other Ideas, but thoſe of black or 
red Spots ranged together in different Figures. 
Would not à Man laugh to bear one of this 
Spectes complaining that Life is ſhort? - - © 
5 5 Ss I am 
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I am not ſurpriz'd, that there are ſo many 
public Gaming-Houſes: z which are like fo 
many Snares laid for Mens Avarice, like 
IWhirlpools, where the Money of private Men 

is ſunk without Hopes of Return, like 
Rocks, where ſuch as play, are loſt, and 


daſh'd in Pieces; that Sharpers have con- 


tinually their Emiſſaries abroad, to learn who 
comes laden from the Country with the Price 
of an Eſtate lately fold ; who has got a Suit 
at Law, which has brought him in a great 


Sum; who has been ſucceſsful at Play; what 


Heir has leap'd into a large Inheritance; or 
what Officer will venture his whole Caſh on 
the Turn of a Card. Cheating, tis true is 
a filthy raſcally Trade; but *tis an ancient 
known Trade, and practiſed in all Times 
by the Men we call profeſ®d Gameſters; 
they have a Sign at their Doors, and this 
may be their Inſcription, Here is Cheating upon 
Honour; for, I ſuppoſe, they will not pre- 
tend to be unblameable. Every one knows, 
that to enter, and Joſe in their Houſes, is one 
and the ſame Thing; but that they ſhould 
have Bubbles enough to make a Subſiſtance 
on't, is what I cannot comprehend, But [ 


have treated this Head at all the Extent I 


allow, and proceed now to the Second Sub- 
jelt propoſed in this Chapter. 
Of all the Diver/ions of Life, there is none 


ſo proper to fill up its empty Spaces, as the 


7 eading 
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ſ reading of uſeful and entertaining Authors : 
0 And the beſt Employment of our dead un- 
0 active Hours, is in Improvements by Study 
n and Purſuits of Knowledge, The Truth of 
e it is, there is not a ſingle Science, or any 
d Branch of it, that might not furniſh a Man 
5 with Buſineſs for Life, though it were much 
10 longer than it is; yet this Conſideration 
be ſhould not cut us off from our Enquiries, 
It or ſtint our Diſquiſitions: Let us make our 
at Inroads as far as we can, and not entirely 
at withdraw our Troops, becauſe we cannot be 
or 1 Maſters of the whole Country. The Uſe- 
on fulneſs of Knowledge, and the Pleaſure and 
is Perfection it gives the Mind, ſhould excite 
nt our Ambition to as many Conqueſts as we 
1cs FF can make this Way. How different is 
T the View of paſt Life, in the Man who is 
his WW grows old in Knowledge and Wiſdom, from 
bon that of him who is grown old in Tenorance 
re- ad Folly? The latter is like the Owner of 
vs, a barren Country, that fills his Eye with the 
one Proſpect of naked Hills and Plains, which 
uld produceth nothing either profitable or or- 
Ce namental ; the other beholds a beautiful 
it [ and a ſpacious Landſkip, divided into de- 
tl WU lightful Gardens, green Meadows, fruitful 
10 Fields; and can ſcarce caſt his Eye on a 
ſingle Spot of his Poſſeſſions, that is not 
one covered with ſome beautiful Plant or Flower. 


4 have 
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I have already ſpoken on the Subject of 
Reading Books, in my Chapter on Lzarx- 
ING; all I have to add on the Occaſion here, 
is, to adviſe to keep our Studies within the 
Compaſs of L/ and Utility. There are ſome 
Studies which are only Matters of Curioſity, 
and Trials of Skill: Others of Pleaſure, and 
of Uſe. But ſtill there are many Things worth 
our knowing, perhaps, that were not worth 


our learning. There are ſome Tricks of Wit, 


like Shghts of Hand, which amount to no 
more than the tying of Knots only to looſen 
them again; and it is the very Fallacy that 
pleaſes us; for, ſo: ſoon as ever we know 
how they are done, the Satisfaction is at an 
End. , 6 : 

He that duly conſiders the Buſineſs of Life 
and Death, will find that he has little Time 
to ſpare from that Study; and yet, how we 
trifle away our Hours upon impertinent Ni- 
ceties and Cavils ! There are impertinent Stu- 
dies, as well as impertinent Men, Didymus, 
theGrammarian, wrote four thouſand Books, 
wherein he is much concern'd to diſcover 
where. Homer was born; who was - 
neass true Mother; and whether Anacreon 
was the greater Whore-Maſter or Drun- 
kard. A Man is never a Jot the more learn- 
ed for this Curioſity, but much the more 
troubleſome: Are not thoſe Speculations 


of much more Importance, that teach us 
| Our 
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to Providence, to our Neighbour, and to cur- 
ſelves; to maſter our Appetites, and to re- 
nounce the World? Bows 
Profit and Pleaſure are the Ends that a ra- 
tional Creature ſhould propoſe to obtain by 
Study, or, indeed, by any other Undertak- 
ing. There 1s no Entertainment upon Earth 
more noble and befitting a reaſonable Mind, 
than the Peruſal of good Authors; or that 
better qualifies a Man to paſs this Life with 
Satisfaction to himſelf, or Advantage to the 
Public. Reading is to the Mind, what Ex- 
erciſe is to the Body : As by the one, Health 
is preſerv'd, ſtrengthen'd, and invigorated ; 
ſo by the other, Virtue (which is the Health 
of the Mind) is kept alive, cheriſh'd, and 
confirm'd. And yet there is nothing in which 
Men deceive themſelves more ridiculouſly, 
than in the Point of reading; which, as 'tis 
commonly practiſed under the Notion of 
Improvement, has leſs Advantage. The Gene- 
rality of Readers, who are pleaſed with wan- 
dering over a Number of Books almoſt at the 
lame Inſtant or if confin'd to one, who pur- 
fue the Author with much Hurry, and Im- 
patience to his Jaſt Page, muſt without 
doubt be allowed to be notable Digeſters. 
This unſettled Way of reading naturally ſe- 
duces us into as undetermin'd a Manner of 
thinking; which unprofitably fatigues the 
Imagination, when a continued Chain of 
K Thought 


194 RECREATIONS and STUDIES. 
Thought would probably produce ineſtima- 
ble Concluſions. The fwift Diſpatch of com. 
mon Readers, not only eludes the Memory, 
but betrays their Apprebenſion; when the 
Turn of Thought and Expreſſion would inſen- 
fibly grow natural to them, would they but 
give themſelves Time to receive theImpreſ- 
ſion. The common Defence of theſe People 
is, that they have no Deſign in reading, but 
for Pleaſure ; which I think, ſhould rather 
ariſe from the Reflection and Remembrance of 
what one has read, than from the tranſient 
Satisfaction of what one does; and we ſhould 
be pleaſed proportionably as we are profited. 

I cannot conclude this Topic of Studies, 
without taking notice, that as Books are 
profitable, and Reading an Improvement, ſo 
much more will the reading of our own 
Lives, a Survey of our Actions, and an In- 
ſpection into the Diviſion of our Time, be 
an Advantage, as it certainly is a Duty. The 
Shortneſs of Life, 1 know, is the Complaint 
both of Fools and Philoſophers; as if the Time 
we have, were not ſufficient for our Duties: 
But *tis with our Lives, as with our Eſtates: 
A good Huſband makes a Intle go a great 
Way; whereas, let the Revenue of a Prince 
fall into the Hand of a Prodigal, 'tis gone 
in a Moment: So that the Time alotted us, 
if it were well employ'd, were abundantly 


enough to anſwer all the Ends and Purpoſes 
| of 
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of Mankind. The Truth is, we are more 


folicitous about our Dreſs, than our Manners ; 
and about the Order of our Perizwigs, than 
the Regularity of our Conduct. We live as if 
we ſhould never die, and without any 
Thought of human Frailty : Whereas we 
ſhould do by Time, as we do by a Torrent, 
make uſe of it while we may have it; for 
it will not laſt always, It is the Duty of 
Life to prepare ourſelves for Death; and 
there is not an Hour we live that does not 
mind us of our Mortality, 

That Time which is good for aden 
elſe, we dedicate to Virtue; but 'tis not 


enough to philoſophize, when we have nothing 


elſe to do; we mult attend J/7/dom, even to 
the Neglect of all things elſe z for we are 
ſo far from having Time to ſpare, that the Age 
of the World would be yet 20 narrow for our 
Buſineſs, There is nothing that we can pro- 
perly call our own, but our Time; and yet 
every body fools us out of it, that has a Mind 
to't. *Tis good Advice yet, to thoſe who 
have the World before them, to play the 
good Huſband betimes; for 'tis too late to 
{pare at the Bottom, when all is drawn out 
to the Lees: Twould be a ſtrong Motive to 


the right Diſpoſition of our Lives, to confi - 


der, that he that is ut at Leiſure many 
Times to live, muſt, when his Fate comes, 
whether he will, or no, b2 at Leiſure to die. 

* COVE- 


COVETOUSNESS: 


HE two great and moſt general 
Principles of Action in the Breaſt 
of Man are Luxury and Avarice : The firſt 
of which has its Origin from the Love / 
Pleaſure; and the latter from the Fear of 


Fant, The Vice of Covetouſneſs is what 


enters deepeſt into the Soul of any other ; 
and you may have ſeen Men, otherwile the 


molt agreeable Creatures in the World, ſo 


ſeized with a Deſire of being richer, that 
they ſhall ſtartle at indifferent Things, and 
live in a continual Guard and Watch over 
themſelves from a remote Fear of Expence. 
No pious Man can be fo circumſpect in the 
Care of his Conſcience, as the covetous Man 
is in that of his Pocket. 

It a Man would preſerve his own Spirit, 
and his natural Approbation of higher and 
more worthy Purſuits, he could never fall 


into this eg but his Mind would 
ſtil 


a... 
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ſtill open to Honour and Virtue, in ſpite of 
Infirmities and Relapſes. There is an uni- 
verſal Defection from the Admiration of 
Virtue. Riches and outward Splendor have 
, taken up the Place of it; and no Man thinks 
he is mean, if he is not poor. But, alas! this 
deſpicable Spirit debaſes our very Being, and 
makes our Paſſions take a new Turn from 
their natural Bent. 
F The Man that would be truly rich, ſays 
SENECA, muſt not increaſe his Fortune, - but 
retrench his Appetites. For Riches are not only 


ll ſuperfluous, but mean, and lillle more lo the 
{t Polſeſſor than to the Looker-on. Avarice is jo 
ſt inſatiable, that it is not in the Power of Li- 
of berality to content it; and our Deſires are ſo 
of boundleſs, that whatever we get, is but in the 
at Way to getting more without End: And ſo long 
1 as we are ſollicitous for the Increaſe of Wealth, 
he we loſe the true Uje of it; and ſpend our Time 
ſo in putting out, calling in, and paſſing our Ac- 
at counts, without any ſubſtantial Benefit, either 
nd to the World, or to ourſelves, 
er Every Step that a Man makes beyond a 
ce, moderate and reaſonable Proviſion, 1s taking 
the ſo much from the Worthineſs of his own 
lan Spirit; and he that is entirely ſet upon 
making a Fortune, is all that while undoing 
rit, the Man. He muſt grow deaf to the Wretch- 
and ed, eſtrange himſelf from the Agreeable, 
fall | — learn 
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learn Hardneſs of Heart, diſreliſh every thing 
that is noble, and terminate all in his deſpi- 
cable Self. Indulgence in any one immo- 
derate Deſire or Appetite, engroſſes the whole 
Creature, and his Life is ſacrificed to that 


one Deſire or Appetite; but how much 


otherwiſe is it with thoſe that preſerve alive 
in them ſomething that adorns their Con- 
dition, and ſhews the Man, whether a 
Prince, or a Beggar, above his Fortune? 
To proceed to a ſort of Definition of this 
Vice, it will be beſt diſcovered in the In- 
fluences and Effects it has on the Perſons 
tainted with it. The Man then may be de- 
termin'd to be covetous, who balks any 


Part of his Duty, for fear he ſhould grow 


the poorer, and chuſes rather to ſave his 
Money, than his Conſcience : He that denies 


himſelf the Conveniences of Life, without 


either Neceſſity or Religion; he that is 


anxious in Riches; he that ſets his [ntereſts 


above his Honour, and values inſignificant 
Gains, which hold no Proportion with his 


Fortune. 


In his Acquiſitions, a covetaus Man never 


troubles himſelf with the Niceties of Mora- 
Jityz his Buſineſs is to ſecure the End, not 
to diſtinguiſh upon the Means, With him, 
as Juvenal has worded it; 
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— Duzrenda pecunia primum eſt, 
Virtus poſt nummss. 


A good Share of Coin is his great and 
principle Ambition; and Viriue muſt wait 
without Doors, till his Avarice is ſatisfied. 
Let the Project be but rich and practicable, 
and he enquires no further: Foncur and Con- 
ſcience are fine things; but they ſeldom fill 
the Pocket, When they will ſerve a Turn, 
and purchaſe any thing, a good Manager 
can counterfeit them bur to be ty'd down 
to a ſet of Notions, is the Way to be a 
Beggar. He that reſolves to !hrive, won't 
be diſcourag'd by a few hard Names: 
Though Reafen and Neligion ſhould inter- 

pole ſometimes, the eovetous Man can either 
Fa them aſide, or ſtep over them, 

To. recount the Diſorders of Life, the 
Knavery.and little Practices that flow in up- 
on us from this Spring, were almoſt infi- 
nite. Whence comes all Circumvention in 
Commerce? Whence Over- reaching and im- 
poſing on the Ignorance or Nece/ity of our 
Neighbours? *Tis nothing, for the Genera- 
lity, but the Love of Money, which makes 

the Court and the Camp, the Bar and the 
| Pulpit, mean and mercenary : How many 
Truſts are abuſed, Wills forg'd, Orphans and 
Widows robb'd and ruin'd, upon this Score? 
% EE 45" Where 
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Where Avarice, rules and rages, there is 
nothing of Humanity remaining. Conſcience 
and Covetouſneſs are never to be reconcil'd; 
like Fire and Water, they always deſtroy 
each other, according to the Predominancy 
of the Element. 

Now one would think, that he who 
takes ſo much Pains for a Fortune, and pur- 
chaſes ſo dear, ſhould know how to uſe it: 


One would think he had refined upon the 


Satisfactions of Life: One would imagine 
his Appetites were more keen and laſting 

his Capacity enlarg'd; and that he wh 
pleaſe himſelf faſter and farther than his 


Neighbours, For why ſhould we put our- | 


ſelves to an uncommon Trouble, for a com- 
mon Advantage ? Or how can Anxiety and 
Faſe ſtand together? He that is always 
afraid of /o/ing, has little Leiſure to enjoy: 

"Beſides, a continual Load of Cares depreſſes 
the Vigour of the Mind, dulls the Inclina- 
tion, and clouds the Chearfulneſs of the Spi- 
rits. But, alas? were he never ſo much diſ- 
poſed, he has not the Courage to recreate his 
Senſes, and reward his Induſtry : No, he 
has more Reſpect for his Wealth, than to 
take thoſe Freedoms. Tis true, he can com- 
mand the Sight ont, and call it his own too; 
but with great Impropriety of Language; 
for Property without Application to Advan- 


tage, is mere Cant and Notion. But where 


 Covetouſue)s 
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Covetouſneſs governs, the Appetite is ty'd 
up, and Nature 1s put under Penance, Tam 
deeſt avaro quod habet, quam quod non habet, 
has always been an Axiom on the Avarici- 
ous: He that dares not enjoy, wants that 
which he has, as well as that which he has 
not. The Increaſe of his Fortune is but an 
Addition to his Trouble; the more he has, 


the more he has to take care for; and an 
Aſs is as much enrich'd by his Burden, as 


ſuch a one is by his Eſtate. 
Now, after all. Wealth does but ſerve t to 


expoſe Covetouſneſs, and make it more ridi- 


culous; for what can be a more wretched 
Sight, than to fee a Man moriify without 
Religion ? To ſubmit to ſuch voluntary 
Hardſhips to no Purpoſe, and Joſe the pre- 


ſent, without providing for the future? It 


is a Frailty likewiſe, that is its own Pu- 


niſhment : They are tortured with raging 
Tears of Want, and the greateſt Abundance - 
is not able to keep them in tolerable 


Humour. Avarice is never without its 
Stings : How miſerable is it in the Deſire? 
low miſerable even in the attaining of our 
Ends? For Money is a greater Torment in 
the Poſſeſſion, than it is in the Purſuit : For, 
fear of loſing it is a great Trouble, the Lojs 


of it a greater; and it is made greater yet 
by Opinion. 
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carice then, it is plain, is founded on 
Error and Folly; *tis a Vice of a mean and 
irrational Stamp; it ſubjects Men to Tor- 


ments from within, and Aver ſion and general 
Contempt from without. Let us endeavour 
thereſore to baniſh it from our Boſom, ex- 
tirpate the latent Seeds of it, and plant in 
their Room Liberality and Kindneſs, Gene- 


roſity and Benevolence. All the Actions that 


flow from theſe Springs, will fill us with 


Pleaſure, and make us dear to Heaven, and 
acceptible to Mankind, Tis an Obſerva- 
tion of Mr. Hobbes, That tbe Senſe of having 
eommunicated Sattsfattion, is naturally de- 
 Rgbiful : If this Maxim hold, Beneficence is 
ſure to be its own Reward : We are certain, 
it is a Quality which gives Satiggactien 
abroad, and that Property entitles it to 
giving Delight at home. 
The Conditions on which we bold the 
Goods of Fortune, or rather Providence, 
ſhould be a Circumſtance to wean us from 


Avarice : They are Talents which we only 


are intruſted with from Heaven ; and we are 
not to fold them up in a Napkin, or Jay 


them in the Bowels of the Earth, with the 


Miſer. We ſhould conſider ourſelves the 
Stewards of the Almighty, and not miſtake 
the Deſign of his Kindneſs. If he lend us 
wherewithal to be communicative, we mult 
ſcarch out the Object, diſtribute his — 

anc 
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and propagate Bleſſings. If we will not look 
thus high, to prompt us to good Offices, the 
very Stats. of human Nature, 1s a tacit In- 
vitation to them : The Diſtreſſes of our Fel- 
Jow-Creatures ſhould work us to Com- 
paſſion : The moſt exalted Station 1s not 


of Grandeur and Plenty; and therefore Po- 
licy ſhould teach us to ſecure a Friend in Fu- 
turity, make a Purchaſe of Compaſſion be- 
fore we ſtand in need of it, and have Pity 


and Aſiſtance wait below to receive us, and 
break our Fall, 


. 


OWEVER coarſe a Title this 
Section may ſeem to have, as the Vice 
18 of ſo mean and contemptible a Nature, 
as not only to be nnworthy of a Gentleman, 
but even of an honeſt Man, and a Diſgrace 
to a Chriſtian yet, as by Cyſtom and Faſhion, 
it is grown epidemical, as the Sin of it 1s 
lighted and over-look*d, and Convenience 
has made it a current Faculty, I think it en- 
_ titled to a Place in my Collection; that I 
ought to ſet its Malignity to View, and 
enter ſome Cautions againſt an Offence that 
is a Stain to our Nature. 

There is a Spirit reigns too largely in the 
World, that ſeems to have an Antipathy to 
Truth, and runs from it without Intereſt or 
Provocation z that delights to make Lying 
a Diverſion, banter Companies, and pals 
Fables for Fact. It is a juſt Matter of 
Complaint, that Sincerity and Platine/s are 


out of Faſhion, and that our Language is 


running, 
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running into a Lye; that Men have almoſt 
quite perverted the Uſe of Speech, and made 
Words to ſignify nothing; that the greateſt 
Part of the Converſation of Mankind is little 


elfe but driving a Trade of Diſſimulation; 


infomuch that it would make a Man hear- 


tily fick and weary of the World, to ſee the 


little Sincerity that is in Uſe and Practice 
in it. 

Amongſt too many other Inſtances of the 
great Corruption and Degeneracy of the Age 
wherein we live, the general Want of Sin- 
cerity in Converſation is none of the leaſt, 
The World is grown ſo full of Diſſemula- 


lion and Compliments, that Mens Words are 


hardly any Signification of their Therghts: 
That generous Integrity of Nature, and Ho- 
neſty of Diſpoſition, which always argues 


| true Greatneſs of Mind, and is uſually ac- 
compained with undaunted Courage and Re- 


ſolution, is in a great meaſure loſt among us. 
In Truth, it is hard to ſay, whether it 
ſhould more provoke our Contempt, or our 
Pity, to hear what ſolemn Expreſſions of 


Reſpect and Kindneſs will paſs between Men, 


almoſt upon no Occaſion; how great Ho- 
nour and Eſteem they will declare for one 
whom perhaps they never ſaw before; and 
how entirely they are all on the ſFdden de- 
voted to his Service and Intereſt for no Rea- 


kn; how infinitely and eternally cbliged to 


him, 
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him, for no Benefit; and how extremely 
they will be concerned and affiiized for him 
too, for no Cauſe! I know it is ſaid in Juſti- 
fication of this hollow Kind of Converſation, 
that there is no real Harm, no Deceit, in 
Compliment , but the Matter is well enough, 
fo long as we underſtand one another z Verba 
valent ut Nummi, is now the Philoſophy ; 
Words are like Money, and when the cur- 
rent Value of them is generally underſtood, 
no Man 1s cheated by them. How unlike 
is this to the Notions of Antiquity, and 
how repugnant to the Tenor of this Moral, 
ors NY © TIC G wg Tois TWPpoveireoui 
1E SHA, That wiſe Men take Words for the 
Shadows of Things. Indeed, Words now-a- 
days are Shadows ; but ſuch as have no Rela- 
tion to the Subſtance. 

There is ſo much Miſchief and Mean. 
neſs in the Practice of Fal/ehood, that, me- 
thinks, we ſhould hate it above all Things. 
Lying in Diſcourſe is a Diſagreement be- 
tween the Speech and the Mind of the Speaker, 
When one Thing is declared, and another 
meant, and Words arc no Image of Thoughts, 
it makes the Marks of Speech inſignificant, 
and the Meaning of one Man unintelligible 
to another: This is a Breach of the Article of 
Commerce, and an Invaſion upon the Fun- 
damental Rights of Society. Words, as fat 


as they reach, are deſigned for feats” + 
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the Breaſtz their Buſineſs is to let in the 
Light, and make the Mind tranſparent. 
St. Joun, in deciſive Language, pro- 
nounces, That no Lye 1s of the Truth: Some 
Commentators would have this relate plain- 
ly to falſe Doctrine; but St. Auguſtine has 
laid a great Streſs upon this Place, and 
conſtrues it to a general Precept againſt 
Lying. Upon this Ground he concludes all 
ilful Deviations from Truth unjuſtifiable. 
All Hes muſt be Breaches upon the Divine 
Law, and Stretches of Iniquity; and to at- 
firm Lying warrantable in any Caſe, is, up- 
on the Matter, to maintain that ſome Sorts 
of Injuſtice are juſt. The ſame Father quot- 
ed is of Opinion, That when one Thing is 
| faid, and another meant, with an Intention 
to deceive, that Expreſſion is a direct Lye. 
This cuts off the Doctrine of Equivecation, 
which 1s a Principle that allows the Uſe of 
ambiguous Expreſſions; and thus the Hearer 
takes them in one Senſe, and the Speaker in 
another. What an Expedient is here found 
| for ſliding from the Truth, and not coming 
within the Verge of a Lye, as they ſuppoſe? 
and how are theſe Equivocalions furthered 
with another Piece of Sophiſtry, called Men- 
tal Reſervations, a Man may ſwear, accord- 
ing to the Tenets of theſe Caſuiſts, that he 
never did a Thing which he had certainly 
done, if he has but the Diſcretion to keep 
theſe 
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theſe Proviſo's in his Mind, that he did not 


do it ſuch a Day, or before he was born; 


or by reſerving to himſelf ſome other re- 
ſembling Circumſtance, which can never 


be diſcovered by the Language of his Diſ 


courſe, What a Latitude is this for down- 
right Lying, and Perjury to boot? what a 
Contrivance to undermine the Foundations 


of Truth, and eradicate the very Eſſence of 


Sincerity! J am fo far from allowing theſe 
Reſerves and pernicious Diſcuiſes, that I am 
of Opinion a Man's Countenance may be un- 
true, as well as his Tongue. When the Signs 
of Affirmation or Denying, of Aſſent ct 


Refuſal, of Pleaſure or Diſlike, appear 
counter to our Thoughts; this is hanging 


out falſe Colours: *Tis being one T hing 
without, and another within, A Mute may 
be guilty of this Sin; for a Man may pc: 
or look a Lye, as well as ſpeak one. 

The Conſequences of Lying are of a fa- 
tal Nature, and ſtrike deep: To wave inſiſt- 


ing on the Injury it does our Souls in our 


future Being, it is a Quality deſtructive to 


Society. Truth is the Band of Union, and 


the Baſis of human Happineſs. Without 
this Virlue, there is no Reliance upon Las- 
guage, no Confidence in Friendſhip, no Secu. 


rity in Promiſes and Oaths, If there was | 


nothing but Ambiguity and Ambuſh in 


Words; if they were made uſe of only 70 
con- 
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conceal Fraud, to evade Juſtice, and over- 
reach the Unwary ; what Fears and Jealoi ſies, 
what Diſtance and Diſregard, what Diſtruſt 
and Averſion, muſt ſuch Practice produce ? 
Nobody can cloſe with a Lyar; there is Dan- 
ger in the Correſpondence; and more than 
that, we naturally hate thoſe who make it 
their Buſineſs to deceive us. In fhort, a Lyar 
is a public Nuiſance; He diſheartens Belief, 
makes Reality ſuſpected, and one honeſt 
Man a Stranger to another. For the Buſi- 
neſs of Lying is unfriendly in the Defign 


there is commonly Circumvention at the Bot- 


tom. Now what can be more unjuſt and 
ungenerous, than to play upon the Belief 
of a harmleſs Perſon; to make him ſmart 
for his good Opinion, and fare the worſe 
for thinking me an honeſt Man. 

It is beſides a mean and a cowardly Qua- 
lity : *Tis altogether unbecoming a Perſon 
of Honour, Ariſtolle lays it down for a 
Maxim, That a brave Man is clear in his 
Diſcourſe, and keeps cloſe to Truth: And 
Plutarch calls Lying the Vice of a Slave. The 
Honour of a Chriſt ian's Profeſſion ties him 
to Sincerity and good Faith; he cannot be 
guilty of Lying without remarkable Mæan- 
neſs, without wronging his Relation, and 
putting ill Uſage upon this Character. A 
Har affects Darknefs and Diſguiſe; he has 
not Courage enough to face the Light, to 
8 report 


210 | LYING: 


report his Practice, and diſcover the Real; 
ty of the Cafe. 


It is uſually a leading Miſchief; *tis a fer- 


tile Principle, and contains the Seeds of va- 
rious Productions; 'tis the Prologue to an 
unhappy Cataſtrophe, and oftentimes the firſt 
il Quality a Sinner ſets up with, *Tis ſcl. 
dom a ſolitary Vice, or a barren Misfortune, 
How often do we ſee People advance from 
Lying to Stealing, and from Theft to Mur— 
der? Nor need we much wonder at the 
Progreſs of Wickedneſs under ſuch En- 
couragement: He that makes no Conſcience 
of a Lye, is mightily in Danger of farther 
Lengths: They prefume ſtrangely upon the 
Advantage of Concealment, they think they 
have Gyge's Ring, and are inviſible to every 
Body; and thus guarded they take their 
Liberty, and move as they pleaſe. 

Mr. Locke in his Treatiſe of Education, ſays 
well, That Zying is fo ready and cheap a Co- 
ver for any Miſcarriage, and ſo much in Faſhion 
amongſt all Sorts of People, that a Child can 
hardly avoid obſerving the Uſe is made of it on 
all Occaſions, and fo can ſcarce be kept, without 
great Care, from getting into it, But it is ſo illa 
Quality, and the Mother of ſo many ill ones 
that ſpawn from it, and take ſhelter under it, 
that. a Child ſhould be brought up in the 
greateſt Abhorence of it imaginable. It 
ſhould bealways (when occaſionally it comes 
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to be mentioned) ſpoke of before him with 


the utmoſt Deteſtation, as a Quality ſo wholly 
inconſiſtent with the Name and Character 
of a Gentleman, that no body of any Credit 
can bear the Imputation a a Lye ; a Mark 
that is judg'd the utmoſt Dz#/ſgrace, which 
debaſes a Man to the loweſt Degree of a 
ſhameful Meanneſs, and ranks him with the 
moſt contemptible Part of Mankind, and the 
abhorred Raſcality 3 and is not to be endur- 
ed in any one who would converſe with Peo- 
ple of Condition, or have any Efzem or Re- 
putation in the World. 

When the Diſguiſe is broken through, and 
the Lyar expoſed, he makes an untoward Figure, 
Now this Mortification 
frequently happens: Lying is a very ha- 
zardous Undertaking 3 there is Danger al- 


| moſt in every Step, and the Ground is as 


hollow as the Man : How many Ways are 
there to draw the Curtain, and diſcover the 
Scene ? Surprize and Slips of Memory, Ig- 
norance of the Subject, Starts of Paſſion, 
or unexpected Company; any Emergency, 
any unfortunate Turn of this Kind, is 
enough to unmaſk the Lyar, and drag the 
Inpeſture into Light. In ſhort, when a Lyar 
15 diſcovered, his Credit is blown up; he 
i diſabled * his Function, and his Buſi- 
neſs is at an End, Whatſoever Convenience 
may be thought to be in Falſtocd and Difſe- 


mulation, 
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mulation, it is ſoon over; but the Income. 
niency of it 1s perpetual, becauſe it brings 
a Man under an everlaſting Jcalouſy and 
Suſpicion ; fo that he is not believed when 
he f aks Fruth ; nor truſted, when perhaps 
he means honeſtly : When a Man hath once 
forfeited the Reputation of his Integrity, he 
is ſet faſt, and nothing will then ſerve his 
Turn, neither Truth nor Falſbood. No ſe- 
rious Air, no Solemnity of Promiſe, no 
Strength of Aſſeveration, will procure him 
any Belief : His Capacity mult ſleep, his 
Parts lie upon his Hands, and he will find 
himſelf good for a great many Things to 
little Purpoſe. 
Tuying is moreover a Character of Cor 
tempt : It throws a Man out of Conſidera- 
tion, makes him look paltry and litile, and 
| forfeit the Regard which would otherwiſe 
belong to him. Well may it ſubject us to 
Contempt and Deteſtation, when it 1s the 
diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic of thePrince 
of Demons. What is it but fal/e Suggeſti- 
ons, wrong Reaſoning, and deceitful Cojours, 
which give Force to his Temptations, and 
bring Mankind within his Power; There- 
fore thoſe who make uſe of Falſbocd, and 
manage by the fame Meaſures, muſt be 
reckoned in his Intereſt ; by playing the 
fame — upon their r Neighbours they 
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imitate his Temper, applaud his Conduct, 
and advance his Kingdorn. 

Are not theſe Conſequences, and igno- 
minious Marks of Lying, ſufficient to make 
Men deteſt and forſake it? And if we look 
into its Oppoſite, Sincerity, we ſhall find it 
has Charms which ought to engage the 
whole World to its Service, There is 
ſomething very ſublime, though very fanci- 
ful, in Plato's Deſcription of the Supreme 
Being, That Truth is bis Body, and Light bis 
Shadow, According to this Definition, 
there is nothing ſo contradiftory to his Na- 
ture, as Error and Falſhood, The Plaloniſts 
had ſo juſt a Notion of the Almighty's 
Averſion to every Thing which 1s falſe and 
erroneous, that they Icok'd upon Truth as no 
leſs neceſſary than Virtue, to qualify an hu- 
man Soul for the E noyment of a ſeparate 
State, 

Truth and Reality (ſays a learned Arch- 
biſhop of our Church) have all the Advan- 
tages of Appearance, and many more, It the 
Spery of any Thing be good for any Thing 
| am ſure Sincerity is better: For why does 
any Man diſſemble, or ſeem to be that which 
he 1s not, but becauſe he thinks it good to 
have ſuch a Quality as he pretends to ? For 
to counterfeit and diſſemble, is to put on the 
Appearance of ſome real Excellence. Now, 


the beſt Way in the World for a Man to 
| ſeem 
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ſeem /o be any Thing, is really 7o be that he 
would ſeem to be. Beſides that, it is many 
Times as troubleſome to make good the 
Pretence of a good Quality as to have it; 
and if a Man have it not, it is ten to one 
but he is diſcovered to want it; and then 
all his Pains and Labour to /eem to have it, 
are loſt. | 

It it is hard to perſonate and act a Part 
long ; for where Truth is not at the Bottom, 
Nature will always be endeavouring to re- 
turn, and will peep out and © betray herſelf 
one Time or other. Therefore, if any Man 


think it convenient to ſcem goed, let him le 


fo indeed; and then his Goodneſs will appear 
to every Body's Satisfaction: So that upon 


all Accounts, Sincerity is true Wiſdom. Par- 


ticularly, as to the Affairs of his World, In- 
tegrity hath many Advantages over all the 
fine and artificial Ways of Diſimulalior 
and Deceit; it is much the plainer and eaſier, 
much the ſafer and more ſecure Way of deal- 


ing in the World: It has 7% of Trouble 


and Diffi culty, of Entanglement and Per- 
plexity, of Danger and Hazard in it: It 
is the ſhorteſt and neareſt Way to our Eud, 
carrying us thither in a ſtraight Line, 


and will hold out and laſt longeſt. The 


Arts of Deceit and Cunning do continu- 
ally grow weaker, and leſs effectual, or ſer- 
viceable to them that uſe them: Whereas 
| | | Integrity 
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Integrity gains Strength by Uſe; and the 
more and longer any Man practiſeth in it, 
the greater Service it does hiin, by confirm- 
ing his Reputation, and encouraging thoſe 
with whom he hath to do, to repoſe the 
greateſt Truſt and Confidence in him; 
which is an unſpeakable Advantage in the 
Affairs and Buſineſs of Life. 

Truth is always conſiſtent with itſelf, and 
needs nothing to help it out; it is al- 
ways near at Hand, fits upon our Lips, and 
is ready to drop out before we are aware: 
Whereas a Lye is troubleſome, and ſets a 
Man's Invention on the Rack, and one 
Trick needs a great many more to make it 
good. It is like building upon a talſe 
Foundation, which continually ſtands in 
need of Props to ſhore it up, and proves at 
laſt more chargeable, than to have raiſed a 
ſubſtantial Building at firſt upon a true and 
ſolid Foundation: For Sincerity is tirm and 
ſubſtantial, and there is nothing hollow and 
unſound in it; and becauſe it is plain and 
open, fears no Diſtovery : Of which the 
crafty Man is always in Danger; and when 
he thinks he walks in the Dark, all his Pre- 
tences are ſo tranſparent, that he that runs 
may read them: He is the laſt Man that 
finds himſelf to be found out; and whilſt he 
takes it for granted, that he makes Fools of 
bers, he renders himſelf ridiculous, 1 
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Add to this, that Sincerity is the moſt com- 
dendious Wiſdom; and an excellent Inſtru- 
ment for the ſpeedy Diſpatch of Buſineſs: It 
creates Confidence in thoſe we have to deal 
with, ſaves the Labour of many Enquiries, 
and brings Things to an Iſſue in a few Words, 
It is like travelling in a plain beaten Road, 
whichcommonly brings a Man ſooner to his 
Journey's End than By-Ways, in which Men 
often loſe themſelves. There is a fine and po- 
etical Commendation of T ruth in the Book of 
Eſdras. All the Earth calleth for Truth, and 
the Heaven bleſſeth it; and all Things are 
ſhaken and tremble z neither is there any unjuſt 
Thing with it. Truth doth abide, and is ſtrong 
for ever, and liveth and reigneth for ever aud 
ever. With her,thereis no receiving of Perſons, 
nor Difference: But. ſbe doth the Things which 
are juſt, and abſtaineth from unjuſt aud wicked 
Tings; and all Men favour ber Works, Net- 
ther is there any unjuſt Thing in her Judg- 
ment; and ſhe 1s the Strength and the Ring- 
dom, and the Power, and Majeſty of all Ages, 
To conclude. We ought to keep our pri- 
vate Life unexceptionable, to diſcharge the 
Buſineſs of our Station, and be in a Condi- 
tion to anſwer a fair Queſtion without 
ſtraining Truth. Innocence is without Ari; 
and thoſe that are true in Life, are true 
in Language. A Man thoroughly honeſt, 
has ſcldom an Occaſion for Lying. 151 
| | | ut 
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\mut keeps up to the Meaſures of Honour, 
and the Limits of Modeſty : If we curb our 
Vanity, and diſmiſs our Pride, our Truth. 
and Sincerity will be preſerv'd at an eaſy 
Rate, and neither our Character lie at Stake, 
nor our Names be recorded in the Regiſter 
of Contempt. | p 


WIT and HUMOUR, 


IJ 7 T and Humour are two Qualities 
which recommend ſo highly in Con- 
verſation, that there are not two Men in 
three to be met with, who do not pretend 
to the one or the other of them : And yet 


their Pretences, ſeriouſly examin'd, are ei- 


ther founded on Impudence or Affectation. 
Nothing is fo much admir'd, or fo little 
underſtood, as Vit; no Author, that I know 
of, has written profeſſedly upon it, and as 
for thoſe who make any Mention of it; they 
only treat on the Subject as it has accident- 
ally fallen in their Way; and that too, in 
little ſhort Reflections, or in general decla- 
matory Hlouriſhes, without entering into the 
Bottom of the Matter. There is nothing 
more certain, than that every Man would 
be a Vi, if he could; but many are diſap- 
pointed by Nature, and more by wrong Ap- 
prehenſions of the Thing they ſet up for. 
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Wit (faith the late Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
in his elegant Sermon againſt the Scorner) 
as it implies a certain uncommon Reach and 


Vivacity of Thought, is an excellent Talent, 


very fit to be employ'd in the Search of Truth, 


and very capable of aſſiſting io diſcern and 


embrace it. JI am afraid, very few are 


ambitious of this Sort of Vit, or fond of 
applying the little Stock they pretend to, 


in Diſquifitions of this Kind. They ra- 
ther exerciſe it in Railleries on Company, 
in Flaſhes of Merriment, or ſuch trivial 
Operations, as diſgrace and degrade the 
Eſſence of it. I am wholly of Opinion with 
a polite Author, That good Nature is more 
agreeable in Converſation than Wit, and gives 
a certain Air to the Countenance, which is 
more amiable than Beauty, It ſhews Virtue 
in the faireſt Light, takes off in ſome mea- 
jure from the Deformity of Vice, and makes 
even Folly and Impertinence ſupportable. It 
is grown almoſt into a Maxim, That Good- 
natur'd Men, are not always Men of the 
moſt Wit. *Tis pity this Obſervation ſhould 
have any Foundation in Nature: And 1 


take it to have ſprung from the following. 


Reaſons : Firſt, Becauſe Il. nature, amon 
ordinary Obſervers, paſſes for Wil: A 


ſpiteful Saying gratifies ſo many little Paſſi- 


ons in thoſe who hear it, that it generally 
meets with a good Reception: The Laugh 
L 2 riſes 
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riſes upon it; and the Man who utters it, 
is look'd upon as a ſhrewd Satyriſt. Ano- 
ther Reaſon why the Good-natur'd Man may 
ſometimes bring his Vit in Queſtion, is, 
perhaps, becauſe he is apt to be mov*d with 
Compaſſion for thoſe Misfortunes or Infirm- 
ities which another would turn into Ridi- 
cule, and by that Means gain the Reputa- 
tion of a Vit; the ill. natur'd Man, though 
but of equal Parts, gives himſelf a larger 
Field, to expatiate in; he expoſes thoſe 
Failings in human Nature, which the other 
would caſt a Veil over; laughs at Voices, 
which the other either excuſes or conceals ; 
gives Utterance to Reflections which the 
other /tifles; falls indifferently upon Friends 
or Enemies; expoſes the Perſon who has 
obliged him; and, in ſhort, ſticks at no- 
thing that may eſtabliſh his Character of a 
Wit. It is no Wonder, therefore, he ſuc- 
ceeds in it better than a Man of Humanity; 
as a Perſon who makes uſe of indirect Me- 
thods, is more likely to grow rich, than the 
| fair Trader. Theſe People are the more 

dreadful, the more they have of what is 
uſually called Mit: For a lively Imagination, 
when it is not govern'd by a good Under- 
{tanding, makes ſuch miſerable Havock 
both in Converſation and Buſineſi, that it 
lays you defenceleſs, and fearful to _ 
| | the 


he 


vwould expect what they are gong to ſays. 


Imagination, while it is ſubſervient to an 
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the leaſt Word in its Way that may give it 
new Matter for Inveteracy. 

What a miſerable Ambition is it in your 
empty Pretenders to Excellence, that to 
carry on their Deſign, they muſt break 
through all Things that other People hold 
ſacred ! Religion and Morality are the To- 
pics of Ridicule ; and all they aim at, is to 
bring them, as they think, into Certempt 
and Raillery. If they thought Wil was no 
way to be uſed, but to the Advantage of 
Society, this Sprightlineſs and Offentaticn 
would have a new Turn; and the World 


with Satisfaction, inſtead of Fear: In ſhort, 
Wil is laudable in the Man who poſſeſſes it 
only for the juſt Application of it. A bright 


honeſt and noble Soul, is a Faculty which 
makes a Man juſtly admir'd by Mankind, 
and furniſhes him with Reflections upon his 
own Actions; which adds Delicatcs to the 
Feaſt of a good Conſcience. But when Wit 
deſcends to wait upon ſenſual Pleaſures, or 
promote the baſe Purpoſes of any Paſſion, it 
is then to be contemn'd in Proportion to 
Its Excellence. 

I do not know any thing which gives 
greater Diſturbance to Converſation, than 
the falſe Netion ſome People have of Raille- 
ry. 1 ought certainly to be the firſt Point 

3 to 


. 
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to be aĩm'd at in Society, to gain the Good- 


will of thoſe with whom you converſe. The 
Way to that is, to ſhew you are well inclin*d 


towards them. What then can be more 


abſurd, then to ſet up for being extremely 
ſharp and biting, as the Term is, in your 
Expreſſions to your Familiars. To rally 
well, it is abſolutely neceſſary, that Kind- 
neſs muſt run through all you ſay, and you 
mult ever preſerve the Character of a Friend, 
to ſupport your Pretenſions to be free with 
a Man, It is really monſtrous to ſee how 


unaccountably it prevails among Men to 


take the Liberty of diſpleaſing each other. 


One would think ſometimes, that the Con- 


tention is, who ſhall be moſt diſagrecable; 
when, if you enquire into the Reaſon, it is 


only done for Exerciſe of Wit. The Free- 


doms of the Pen are much more pernicious 
and ſhocking than extempore Libertics. 
There 1s nothing that more betrays a baſe 
ungenerous Spirit, than the giving of ſecret 


Stabs to a Man's Reputation. Lampoons 


and Satires, that are written with Vit and 


Spirit, are like poiſon'd Darts, which not 


only inflict a Wound, but make it incura- 
ble. Humour and Ridicule, in the Poſſeſſion 
of an ill natured Man, are dangerous Quali- 


fications. But if, beſides the Accompliſh- 


ments of being witty and ill natur'd, the 


the 


Man is vicious into the Bargain, he is one oi 
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the moſt miſchievous Creatures, that can 
enter into a civil Society. So pernicious a 


Thing is Wit, when it is not temper'd with 


Virtue and Humanity. 

As, therefore, it ſuffers by the Mixture 
of an invidious Character, ſo likewiſe it is 
often obſerv'd, that Mit in an ingenious Man 
is turd into Abſurdity, by the meer Force 


of Afectalion. When a Man appears dili- 


gent to do Juſtice to his fine Parts, when his 
Imagination is on the Stretch, to find out 
ſomething uncommon, when you ſee him 
look about for Applauſe, diſcover an itching 
Inclination to be commended, and lay Traps 
for a little Incenſe, even from thoſe whoſe 


Opinion he values in nothing but his own. 


Favour, how do we condemn and deſpiſe 
the Artifice ? How meanly do we think of 
his Qualiftcations? And what Diſtaſtes do 
we take from aſſuming the Quality ? 

A great deal of Fire, and a more than 
ordinary Application to Studies, ſometimes 
gives Mens Converſation a particular Turn, 
and they ſparkle out into falſe Wit. They 
are like young Trees ſhooting out into Blof- 
ſoms before their Time; and, as Lapwings, 
that go from under the Wing of their Dam 
with the Shell on their Heads, they run wild. 
True Wit can never dwell with Extravagance, 
but muſt always border on the Confines of 
Judgment. If Mit is to be meaſured by the 
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Circumſtances of Time and Place, there is 
no Man has generally ſo little of that Ta- 
lent, as he who is a Vit by Profeſſion : 

What he ſays, inſtead of riſing from the 
Occaſion, has an Occaſion invented to bring 
it in. Thus he is new for no other Reaſon, 


than that he talks like no body elſe ; but has 


taken up a Method. of his own, without 
Commerce or Dialogue with other People. 

Mr. Locke has an admirable Reflection 
upon the Difference of Mit and Fudgment , 
whereby he endeavours to ſhew the Reaſon 


why they are not always the Talents of the 


ſame Perſon, His Words are as follow : 
And hence, perhaps, may be given ſome Rea- 
fon of that common Obſervation, that Men 
who have a great deal of Wit and prompt 
Memories, have not always the cleareſt Juag- 
ment, or deepeſt Reaſon : For Wit lying moſt 

in the Aſſemblage q Ideas, and putling theſe 
together with Puickneſs and Variety, wherein 
can be found any Reſemblance or Congruity, 
thereby to make up pleaſant Pictures and agree- 
able Viſions in the Fancy. Judgment, on the 
contrary, lies quite on the other Side; in ſepa- 
rating carefully, one from another, Idea, 
wherein can be found the leaſt Difference, 
thereby to avoid being miſled by Similitude, and 
by Affunty, to take one Thing for another. 
This is a Way of proceeding quite contrary 10 
Atetaphor and Alluſion; wherein, K the moſt 


part, 
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rt, lies that Entertainment and Pleaſantry 

of Wit, which ſtrikes ſo lively on the Fancy, 
and is therefore ſo acceptable to all People. 

This Definition of Yiu and Judęment 


muſt be acknowledged to be very Philoſo- 


phical; but ſtill it gives us a juſt Idea how 
far our Wit may go, and keep its Quality; 
and how eſſential Judgment is to its Regu- 
lation. I ſhall purſue this Theme no tur- 
ther than in a few ſupplemental Rules, for 
the Uſe and Application, of our Mit in Com- 
pany : We ſhould endeavour to wear out 
the Vein of Pedantry and AfeZation, to 
have our Senſe eſteem'd to its Merit: We 
ſhould check in ourſelves all Vanities of glit- 
tering on the Inaginalion of another with the 
Luſtre of our Parts ; we ſhould learn to 
think with the Wiſe, but talk with the Vul- 
gar; to keep our ſublime Notions to our- 
ſelves, and converſe in the common recetv- 
ed Sentiments of Mankind: To believe, 
that though nothing ſo much gains upon the 
Affections as extempore Eloquence, yet that 
we very rarely meet with any who excel in 
it; that if we reſolve to pleaſe, we ſhould 


never ſpeak, to gratify any particular Vanity 


and Paſſion of our own, but always with a 
Deſign either to divert or inform the Com- 
pany : That we ſhould talk extremely little 
of ourſelves, to avoid putting on an Air of 
Wi i/dom by ſpeaking in Proverbs, or deciding, 

L 5 Contro- 
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Controverſics with ſhort Sentences ; and ta 
take care to be ſometimes ſilent, on a Sub- 
J-ct where every one is- ſatisfy'd we could 
tpeak well; for by this, we ſhall often be 
thought no leſs knowing in other Matters, 
where, perhaps, we are wholly ignorant. 
The Obſervation of theſe few Rules, I am 
ſatisfied, will ſecure: real Wit from Odium, 
and cſtabiiſh the Reputation of an imaginary 
one, where Conduct alone conceals Folly, 
Now, as all the World, more or leſs, as 
J have before obſerv'd, are Pretenders to 
Wi, ſo every one is ambitious of putting 
in his Claim to a Share of Humour It is, 
indeed, much eaſier to deſcribe what is not 


Humour, than what it is; and very difficult 
to define it otherwiſe than CowLty has 


done Vit, by Negatives, Among all Kinds 
of Writing, there is none in which Authors 
are more apt to miſcarry, than in Works 
of Humour; as there are none in which they 
are more ambitious to exce], It is not an 
Imagination that teems with Monſters, an 
Head that is filled with extravagant Con- 
ceptions, that furniſh out Productions of 
Humour ; ſo neither are unreaſonable Diſ- 
tortions of the Countenance, whimſical 
Geſticulations of the Body, and an abſurd 
Set of ſurprizing and incongruous Notions, 
to be eſteem'd ſuch in Converſation, 
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True Humour muſt always lie -under the 
Check of Reaſon; and it requires the Di- 
rection of the niceſt Indęment, by ſo much 
the more as it indulges itſelf in the moſt 
boundleſs Freedoms. In ſhort, it muſt con- 
fiſt in a Pleaſantry deriv'd from Nature; in 
Vryacity and Mirth without Affectalion. 
bounded by Truth, and fupported by good 
Senſe, For this Reaſon, a Coxcomb can 
never arrive to an Humouriſt: He may give 
himſelf aukward and ſtrain'd Airs, run into a 
Length of Oddities in Behaviour, and pre- 
tend to be obſtinate in ſome particulars yet 
cannot go out of his own Character. Ir is 
a very juſt and a common Obſervation upon 
the Natives of this Iſland, that in their dif- 
ferent Degrees, and in their ſeveral Profefff- 
ons and Employments, they abound as 
much, and, perhaps, more, in good Senſe, 
than any People; and yet, at the ſame Time, 
there is ſcarce an Engliſhman, of any Life 
and Spirit, that has not ſome odd Caſt of 
Thought, ſome original Humour, that diſtin- 
guiſnes him from his Neighbour. This 
national Mark is viſible among us in every 
Rank and Degree of Men, from the Per- 
ſons of the firſt Quality and politeſt Senſe, 
down to the rudeſt and moſt ignorant of the 
People. Every Mechanic has a particular 
Caſt of Head, and Turn of Wit, or ſome 
uncommon bim, as a Characteriſtic that 

L 6 diſtinguiſhes 
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diſtinguiſhes him from others of his Trade, 
as wel] as from the Multitudes that are upon 
a Level with him. 3 
I confeſs, by an agreeable Singularity of 
Temper, we may furniſh out a perpetual 
Change of Entertainment to ourſelves, and 
diverſify all our Converſations with a Va- 
riety of Mirth; but as I would have a Gen- 
tleman not too conſcious of his Vit, fo neither 
would I have him train too hard in Purſuit 
of Humour. It often throws People unawares 


into a Form of Buffeonery, and runs them 


into an habitual Carriage, that ſavours of 
Pedantry and Affectation. We ſhould rather 
be content to follow Nature, and be guided 


by Senſe, than endeavour to entertain at the 


Expence of our Characters; and chuſe to 


be conſidered as Men of ſound Reaſon, rather 


than be counted Prodigies of Humour. 
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HERE are many Intemperances 

which we fall into in the Courſe of 
our Lives, as it were, without Deſign, 
through Complaiſance, or the Importuni- 
ties of Company: Of this Sort, principally is 
Drinting. We are generally initiated into 
the Science, before the Liquor is in the leaſt 
- palatable : But we conſent to diſoblige our 
Taſte merely in Compliance, *till by the 
babitual Obſcquiouſneſs, we grow to a Re- 
liſþ of the Luxury, and then continue the 
Debauch by Inclination. 

A Method of ſpending one's Time agree- 
ably is a Thing ſo little ſtudied, that the 
common Amuſement of our young Gentle- 
men, is Drinking, This Way of Entertain- 
ment has Cuſtom of its Side; but as much 
as it has prevailed, I believe, there have 
been very few Companies, that have been 
guilty of Exceſs this Way, where there 
have not happen'd more Accidents which 

make 
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make againſt, than for the Continuance 


of it. 3 


It is impoſſible to lay down any deter- 


minate Rule for Temperance; becauſe what is 
Luxury in one, may be Temperance in ano- 
ther : But there are few of common Reaſon 
who are not Judges of their own Conſtitu- 
tions, ſo far as to know what Proportions 
do beſt agree with them. Were I to pre- 


ſcribe a Rule for Drinking, it ſhould be 


form'd upon a Say ing quoted by Sir WII. 
LIAM TEMPLE : The firſt Glaſs. for myſelf, 
the ſecond for my Friends, the third for good- 
Flumour, and the fourth for my Enemies, 
To go further into Antiquity for a Rule, 
Plutarch tells us, it was the Advice of So- 


crates, to beware of ſuch Meats as perſtwade 


a Man, though he be not hungry, to eat 
them; and thoſe Liquors that would prevail 
with a Man to drink them, when he is not 
thirſty. Temperance, indeed, is a grand 
Preſervative, which has. thoſe particular 
Advantages above all other Means of 


Health, that it may be practiſed by all 


Ranks and Conditions, at any Seaſon, or in 


any Place. It is a kind of Regimen, into 
which every Man may put himſelf, without 
Interruption of Buſineſs, Expence of Mo- 
ney, or Loſs of Time. In a Word, if Ex- 
erciſe throws off Superfluities, Temperance 


* them, gives Nature her full Pays 
an 
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and enables her to exert herſelf in all her 
Force and Vigaunr. 

Would we not permit ourſelves to con- 
ſider Temperance as a moral Virtue, and 
that every Receding from its Dictates, is 
a Sin againſt our Souls: Yet if we would 
only make the Li of Conſtitution a Caution, 


the apparent Injury we do to our Hezlihs, 


and the Ridicule and Conſequences to which 
Ebriety makes Men obnoxious, we ſhould 
never fall into Incontinence in Drinking, 
With all a Man's Reaſon and good Senſe 
about him, his Tongue is apt to utter 
Things out of meer Gaiety of Heart, 
which may di/pleaſe his beſt Friends. Who 


then would truſt himſelf to the Power of 


Wine, without ſaying more againſt it, than 
that it raiſes the Imagination, and depreſſes 
the Judgment? Were there only this ſingle 
Conſideration, that we are leſs Maſters of 
ourſelves when we drink in the leaſt Propor- 
tion above the Exigencies of Thirſt; I 
lay, were this all that could be objected, 
— were ſufficient to make us abhor this 
ice. 

But the Eßects are of much more Fata- 
lity; if we continue to gorge ourſelves with 
this Freedom, and dilute with ſuch Pro- 
fuſion and Intemperance, we ſhall find the 
Tone of our Stomachs weakened, the Acids 
1 and our Digeſtion good for nothing: 

And 
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And when we are once diſabled in this 
Faculty, our Conflitution is undermined, 
and the Buſineſs commonly ends in Droph, 
or Conſumption. The Apothecary is perpe- 
tually employ'd to countermine the Cook 
and the Vintner. This Misfortune in the 
firſt Concoction ruins all; for, unleſs the 
Juices are well-prepared in the Stomach, the 
Blood and Spirits muſt ſuffer of courſe, the 
Nerves and Muſcles relax, and the Functicn. 
of Life lie by and Janguiſh. How many 
young People do we ſee miſcarry upon this 
Conduct, and tire upon the Road, before 
the Journey is half reach'd? Men that 
made a promiſing Appearance at firſt, that 
ſet forward with Genius and Improvement, 
have we not ſeen them metamorphoſe them- 
ſelves at a Tavern, drown their Parts, and 


drink away their Shape to that Degree, as 


if the Witchcrafts of Circe had overtaken 
them, and the magical Draught transformed 
them to Brutes : Yet as if this debaſing of 
Humanity, were a Duty, and as it it were 
pleaſant to give way to ſuch a Diſguiſe, 
Gentlemen too frequently invite on purpoſe 
to put the Company in this Condition, 
Now, if the Invitation was ſent in a Let- 
ter, and the Truth ſpoken out, ſays Mr. 
Collier, it muſt run in the Tenor following : 
« Sir, if you pleaſe to do me the Favour, to 
dine with me, I ſhall do my beſt to drink 
66 66 Jou 
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& you out of your Limbs and Senſes, to make 
« you ſay a bundred ſilly things, and play the 
& Fool to Purpoſe, if ever you did it in your 
Life. And, before we part, you Hall 
&« be well prepar'd to tumble off your Horſe, 
„ to diſoblige your Coach, and make your 
« Family fick at the Sight of you: And all 
„ this, for an Opportunity of ſhewing, with 
&© buw much Friendſhip and Reſpett, J am 
% your humble Servant.“ This, ſays he, is 
often the plain Enc11sn of on Entertgain- 


ment; and though the Kindneſs may look ſomes 


thing cdly, lis the main Drift cf the Malter; 
ike Point is purſued, and the Corgueſt boaſted, 

It is a further Argument to the diſcounte- 
nancing this ugly Frailly, that as he who 
drinks but little, is not Maſter of himſclf, 
ſo he who drinks much, is a Slave to him- 
ſelf. As for my Part, I ever efteemed a 
Drunkard, of all vicious Perſons, the moſt 
vicious: For, if our Actions are to be weigh'd 
and conſidered according to the Intention of 
them, what can we think of him who puts 
himſelf into a Circumſtance wherein he can 
have uo Intention at all, but incapacitates 

himſelf for the Duties and Offices of Life, 
by a Suſpenſion of all his Faculties. If a 
Man conſidered, that he cannot, under the 
Oppreſſion of Drink, be a Friend, a Gen- 
lleman, a Maſter, or a Subject; that he has 
lo long baniſe' d himſelf from all that is dear, 


and 
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and given up all that is ſacred to him, he 
would even then think of a Debauch with 
Horror. But when he looks ſtill farther, and 
acknowledges, that he is not only expelled 
out of all the Relations of Life, but alfo 
liable to offend againſt them all, what Words 
can expreſs the Terror and Deteſtation he 
would have of ſuch a deteftable Vice? And 
yet he owns all this of himſelf, who fays, 
he was drunk laſt Night. 


There 1s not certainly an Animal upon 


the Face of the Earth more miſerable than 


a 'Sot: This Wretch, like the Salamander, 
lives in the Mid(t of Fire; his Blood and 


Spirits continually boiling with the Fumes of 


his former Exceſſas, and receiving a freſh 
Supply from his preſent Debaucheries, Nis 
Time is not meaſur'd by the Day or Heur, 
but the Bottle ; and all his Arithmetic is, 
What is io pay, and how mucb be bas drunk: 
His Health, his Fortune, and every thing 


elſe, is divided and ſpht into Tavern Bills; 


and Pints and Quarts ftand at the Foot of 
every Account he makes up. To behold 
one of theſe Creatures with a blaated Face, 
and a waſted Carcaſe, by the Aid of a pa- 
ralytical Hand, lifting up a Glaſs to his 
Head, that works all the while in the ſame 
unequal Motion, is an Object of the utmoſt 
Averſion and Contempt, But his Pleaſure is 
the Vanity of ſaying, He did not ſpill ons 


Drop | 
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Drop of the precious Liquor. Abſurd Wretch! 
And yet, how many of this Claſs are to be 
met with, who work the Day, the Week, 
and Year round, without any Seaſon of Reſt 
or Relaxation. The whole Calendar is turn- 
ed into Holidays with the Drunkard, and his 
Jubilee returns with every Sun that riſes. Is 
it not a pretty Diverſion, for two rational 
Creatures to fit down to murder one another 


by Way of Pleaſure, and ſtrive who ſhall 


go firſt to the Grave for the Improvement 
of gecd Fellowſhip? 

The Conſequences I have yet mention'd, 
are ſuch as. peculiarly regard the Conſtitution 
of the Druntard ; give me Leave to re- 
mark farther, That 1ntemperance is a dan- 
gercus Companion; it throws People off their 


Guard; betrays them to a great many [zde- 


cenctes, to ruinous Paſſions, to Diſadvantage 
in Fortune, makes them diſcover Secrets, 
drive fooliſh Bargains, engage in Play, and 


often ſtagger from the Tavern to the Stets. 


don't ſay this is every Man's Caſe z but 
the Frequency of the Miſchief is ſufficient 
to right you from the Practice. By Intem- 
perance, Weakneſs is diſcovered, and ill 
Humour improv'd. The Heat of Wine 


makes the Malice creep out, warms the 


Snake, and gives Vigour to the Poiſon. 
What a Miſtebaviour, what Outrage, how 


many Murders, may we lay to the Charge 
of 
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of this Vice? Did not Alexander kill him 
that ſav'd his Life, and burn the fineſt City 
in the World, in a drunken Fit? But we 
need not fetch our Proof thus far; for 
there's ſcarcely any Time or Place, but will 
afford us too much Evidence. Intemperance 
puts a Man out of his own Power, makes 
his Folly ungovernable, and lays him at the 
Mercy of almoſt every Accident, To be 
drunk, with ſome People, is next to the 
firing a Train ; they break out in Flame and 
Thunder, blow up the Houſe, and periſh in 
the Ruins. 

To be particular in the numerous Incon- 
veniences of this Vice, were to grow prolix 
beyond Sufferance; and it may be expected, 
that I ſhould allow ſome Advantages reſult- 
ing from a generous Liquor us'd with Tem- 
ferance. I confeſs I believe no Man drinks 
Wine to allay his Thirſt : It ſeems to be de- 
ſign'd for a loftier Indulgence of Nature; 
for 1t were hard to ſuppoſe that the Author 
of Nature, who impoſed upon her Neceſſities 
and Pains, does not allow her her Plza- 
fures; and we may reckon among the lat- 
ter, the moderate Uſ? of the Grape. If we 
keep within certain Bounds in our Recre- 
ation, we do not only not forfeit the Title 
of being our own Maſters, but even poſſcſs 
it in a much greater Degree: If a Man's 
expreſſing himſelf upon any Subject, with 

more 
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more Life and Vivacity, more Variety of 
Ideas, more Copiouſneſs, more fluently, and 
more to the Purpoſe, argues, that he bin, 
clearer, ſpeaks more ready, and with greater 
Choice of comprehenſive and ſignificant 
Terms; it bears forcibly to the Advantage 
of this delicious Juice, in Caſes where it 
only heightens Converſation, and brings to 


light agreeable Talents, which otherwiſe 


would have Jain concealed under the Op- 
preſſion of an unjuſt Modeſty : Where it 
ſerves to diſcover the Brighineſs of the Mind, 
and the Strength of Judgment, and inſpires 
a graceful and becoming Mirth: Where, I 
ſay, it awakens the Judgment, quickens 
Memory, ripens Underſtanding, diſperics Me- 
lancholy, chears the Heart: In a Word, 
where it reſtores the whole Man to himſelf 
and his Friends, without the leaſt Pain or 
Indiſpoſition; there it anſwers the End of 
Providence, 

It is certainly a very agreeable Change, 
when we ſee a Glaſs raiſe a lifeleſs Conver- 
ſation into all the Pleaſures of Wit and good 
Humour. While the Diſcourſe improves in 
a well-choſen Company, from the Addition 
of Spirits, which flow from moderate Cups, 
it muſt be acknowledged, that leiſure Time 
cannot be more agreeably, or, perhaps, more 
uſctully employed, than at ſuch Meetings. 
B.t there is a certain Prudence in this, and 

| All 
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all other Circumſtances, which makes Right 


or Wrong in the Conduct of ordinary Life. 
This Obſervation has given me Occaſion 
to reflect upon the ill Effects of a vicious 
Modeſty, which has perhaps betrayed both 
Sexes into as many Vices, as the moſt aban- 
don'd Impudence; and is the more inexcu- 
ſable to Reaſon, becauſe it acts to gratify 


others, rather than itſelf, and is puriſh'd 


with a kind of Remorſe, not only like other 
vicious Habits, when the Crime is over, but 
even at the very Time when it is committed, 


Nothing is more amiable than true Modeſty, 


and nothing is more contemptible than the 
falſe, The one guards Virtue, the other 
betrays it. True Modeſty is aſhamed to do 
any thing that is repugnant to the Rules oi 
right Reaſon : Falſe Modeſty is aſhamed to 
do any thing that is oppoſite to the Humour 
of the Company, It was the Saying of Bru- 
tus, as it is quoted by Plutarch, that the 
Perſon has bad but an ill Education, who 
has not been taught to deny any thing. I have 
read of an Example of this Kind, in a 
modeſt young Gentleman, who being invited 
to an Entertainment, though he was not 
uſed to drink, had not the Confidence to re- 
fuſe his Glaſs in his Turn; when on a ſudden 
he grew ſo flutter'd, that he took all the 
Talk of the Table in his own Hands, abuſed 
every one of the Company, and flung a Bot- 


tle 
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tle at the Gentleman's Head that treated 


him. If a Compliance of this Sort be not 
faulty, and if we do not injure our Reaſon 


by ſuch Compliance, then there is no ſuch 


thing as a Pudor Malus in Nature; no 
Modeſty that can be accounted vicious; nor 
have we ought to fear, but the Imputation of 
being ingular. We may fall in with the 
Torrent, pie let ourſelves go to every Acti- 
on or Diſcourſe, howeve” unjuſtifiable in it- 
ſelf, ſo it be in Vogue and Requeſt of the 
Company. What ridiculous Diſpoſition is 
this in human Nature, that Men ſhould not 


be aſhamed of ſpeaking or acting in a diſſo- 


lute or irrational Manner, but that one who 
is in their Company, ſhould be aſhamed of 
governing himſelf by the Principles of Rea- 
fon and Virtue! How much more rational 


and commendable would it be, to follow the 


Pattern ſet us by Xenophanes | ? This old 
Sage was ſo far from letting a falſe Modeſty 
lead him into Crimes or Indiſcretions, that 
when he was upbraided, and called !1morous, 
becauſe he would not venture his Money in 
a Game at-Dice z I confeſs, ſaid he, that J 
am exceeding Hmerous for I dare not do an 
Ul Thing. 

To conclude: Whenever we are tempted 
to regale, we ſhould arm ourſelves with Re- 
collection, and be always upon our Guard; 
make a ſtrong Reſolution i in our Defence ; 
that 
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that goes a great Way in moſt Caſes, Let 
us have a Care of a weak Compliance, and 
of being prepoſterouſly good-natur?d: Let us 
not be over-horne by Importunity; never 
ſurrender to a Feſt, nor make the Company 


Maſters of our Conſcience ; but venture to 


be ſo moroſe, as to maintain the Keaſon of 
Men, and the Innocence of Chriſtians. *Tis 


no Diſgrace to be healthy in a common In- 
fection: Singularity in Virtue and Diſcreti- 


on, is a Commendation, Let us conſider, 
beſides the Advantages of Temperance, how 
clean and unembaraſs'd it keeps the Senſes, 
and makes them ſeize the Object with more 
Keenneſs and Satisfaction: How it appears 
with Life in the Face, and Decorum in the 


Perſon : How it gives us the Command of 


our Heads, ſecures our Health; and, in a 
Word, preſerves us in a Condition both 


| for our Buſineſs and Recreations, 
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v4 AM very ſenſible I am entering on a 

* Subject in this Chapter, upon which I 

o cannot explain my ſelf too fully, nor yet ex- 
. preſs myſelf with too much Reſerve : I am 1 
th opening a Scene that repreſents two very 


different Proſpects : The Libertine will pro- 
bably deſpiſe my Precepts, and laugh at the | 
unfaſhionable Gravity of my Theme: The 1 
Man of Morals and ſober Conduct will 1 
taſte them as he ſhould do, and delight tio 
ſee the Huſband regularly painted. v | 
C.icero, treating of the many Degrees of | 

human Commerce and Society, places Ma- 1 

trimony in the firſt Rank; prima Societas | | 
in ipſo eft Conjugio, ſays he. Marriage is de- 
ſcribed as a State capable of the higheſt hu- 
man Felicity, as an Inſtitution calculated 
. M for 
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for a conſtant Scene of as much Delight a; 
our Being is capable of: It is the F ounda- 
tion of Community, and the chief Bond of 
Scciety: It is, or ought to be, that State of 
perfect Friendſhip, in which there are, ac- 
cording to Pythagoras, E9p%T 0% uv duo, buy 
A ia: Two. Bodies with but one Soul, Our 
Countryman Milton has touched this Sub- 
ject with ſo chaſte, yet elegant a Pen, that 
the Deſcription, one would think, muſt 
confirm the Huſband in his Happineſs, and 
reclaim the Man of profligate and licentious 
Principles. 


Hail, Wedded Love { Myſterious Law ! True 
„„ 

Of buman Offspring, ſole Propriety 

In Paradiſe, of all Things common elſe. 
By thee adulProus Luſt was driven from Men 
| === tbe beſtial Herds to range; by Thee, 
Founded in Reaſen, loyal, juſt, and pure, 
Relations dear, and all the Charities 

Of Father, Son, aud Bratber, firſt were known, 
Perpetual Fountain of Domeſiac Sweets, 
Whoſe Bed is undefiPd, and chaſte pronounc'a, 
Preſent or paſt, as Saints or Patriarchs usd. 
Here Love his golden Shafts imploys; here 
.._ lights 

His — Lamp, and waves bis purple 
Re - oY 

a bere, and ravels not in the bought "7 
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Of Harlots, loveleſs, joyleſs, unendeared, 
Caſual Fruilion; nor in Court Amours, 
Aix d Dance, or wanton Maſt, or Midnight 
Ball; 
Or Serenade, which the ftarv'd Lover ſings 
To bis proud Fair, beſt quitted with Diſdain. 


This Poet has indeed been juſt to its 
Character, and ſets Marriage in its proper 
Light: We ought to conſider it as a State 
of Grace, and the firit Ordinance of God 


to Mankind; as a Buſineſs of the geateft 


Importance in Life, and a Change of Con- 
ditions we cannot make with too much 
Reverence and Deliberation. We ſhould 
examine our Conſtitutions, Temper and 
Honeſty ; weigh well if we can be con- 
ſtant, and confine our Deſires and Appe- 

tite to one ſole Object; we mult be ſure 
to call Reaſon into our Paſſions, and let 
her inform us why we would marry. For 
it we take a young Lady to our Bed, with 
no other Conſideration than the Expecta- 
tion of Scenes of Dalliance, and think of 
her only as ſhe is to adminiſter to the Gra- 
tification of Deſire ; when that Deſire once 
flags; her Charms and Merit will likewiſe 


be abated. 


The Spirit of Love has certainly ſome- 
thing in it extremely fine; yet if Love be 


any Refinement, Conjugal Love muſt be 15 
ths 2 in 
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in a much higher Degree. The frivolous 
Affectation of attracting Eyes, is there im- 
proved into ſolid Affection, and ſinks into 
the Heart. The Paſſion of Love, even 


where it is moſt ſincere, reſembles too 


much the Flame of a Fever; that to a 
Wife is like the Vital Heat. What a ſen- 
ſible Pleaſure is there in contemplating the 
beautiful Inſtances of Domeſtic Life ! How 
is Happineſs heightened to the highelt 
Degree it is capable of, when two Perſons, 
of accompliſhed Minds, are not only uni- 
ted in Intereſt and Affections, but in their 
Taſte of the ſame Improvements, Pleaſures, 


and Diverſions ! When habitual Compla- 


cency ſweetens their Satisfaction! When 
Love and Tenderneſs ſhine in their Coun- 
tenances! and their Words and Actions 
aredo many Teſtimonies of mutual Com- 
fort! 7 | 


Eripye Tepiv A000. Ti Yap nouTepov xy dd, 
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ſays the old Poet Phocilides.—— Be affecti- 
onate to thy Wife: For what is more 
ſweet and commendable; than for the dear 
Conſort to be obliging to her Huſband, 
even till Age creeps on their Fondneſs ; 

or 
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or for the Huſband to accord to his Wife, 


and let not Diſſentions ariſe between them 
to interrupt their Happineſs? I call to 
Mind one more Paſſage in a Play of Hay- 
wood's, ſo good a Compliment of Matri- 


mony, ſo fraught with Tenderneſs, and 
the mutual Endearments of a happy 


Couple, that the Quoration of it, per- 


haps may make more uſeful Impreſſions, 
than a Chapter of Maxims and Magiſterial 


Counſels. 


O Marriage ! happieſt, eaſieſt, ſafeſt Stale; 
Let Debauchees and Drunkards ſcorn thy 
EKeigbis, N | 

Who in their nauſeous Draughts and Luſts, pro- 
phane . 

Both thee and Heav'n by whom thou wert ar- 
dain d | | 

How can the Savage call it Loſs of Freedom, 

Thus to converſe with, thus to gaze at 

A faithful, beauteous Friend ! 


Bluſh not, my fair One, that thy Love applauds 


hee. 


Nr be it painful to my wedded Wife 


That my full Heart &erflows in Praiſe of Thee, 

Tbou art by Law, by Int reſt, Paſſion, mine: 

Paſſion and Reaſon join in Love of Thee. 

Thus thre a World of Calumny and Fraud, 

We paſs both unreproachd, both undeceived ; 

While in each other's Intereſt and Happineſs, 
My 


3 We 
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Fe without Art all Faculties employ, 
Aud all our Senſes without (7uilt enjoy. 


It is almoſt impoſſible for one Perſon to 
lay down abſolute Rules for Happineſs in 
this State, or to determine preciſely in 
what Circumſtances this great Bleſſing is 
particularly lodged. Two Perſons who 
have choſe each other out of all the Spe- 
cies, with Deſign to be each other*s mutual 
Comfort and Entertainment, have in that 
Action bound themfelves to be Good-hu- 
moured, Afﬀable, Diſcreet, Forgiving, Pa- 
tient, and Joyful, with reſpect to each 
other's Frailties and Per fect ions, to the End 
of their Lives: When this Union is ſtrictly 
preſerved, the moſt indifferent Circum- 
ſtance adminiſters Delight; but if every 
little Occaſion of Diſguſt is to be viewed 
with an Eye of Impatience; if 'Peevifhneſs 
and Spleen are to aggravate Imperfections, 
and the Weakneſſes of human Nature to 
be conſidered as Crimes ; Matrimony will 
ſoon loſe all its Felicity; its Enjoyments 
will be ſoured by rude Checks; Comforts 
ſink into Diſtruſt and Sullenneſs; and Kind- 
neſs and connubial Careſſes be loſt in a 

Gloom and Degree of Averſion. 
| It is not ſufficient (as the Spettator has 
Judiciouſly obſerved) to make a Marriage 
happy, that the. Humours of two 2 
| hou! 
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ſhould be alike ; one might inſtance in an 
hundred, who have not the leaſt Sentiment 
of Love remaining for one another, yet are 
fo like in their Humours, that if they were 
not already married, the whole World 
would defign them for Man and Wife. A 
virtuous Diſpoſition, a good Underſtanding, 
an agreeable Perſon, and an eaſy Fortune, 
are the Things which ſhould chiefly be re- 
garded on this Occaſion. 

Give me leave to conſider the Advan- 
rages and Hazards of this State under 
theſe four Heads; and we fhall be more 
ſenſible of the Neceflity and Benefit of 
taking them into our Conſideration and 
Conduct. 

As to the virtuous Diſpoſition, believe 
me, if that be wanting on either Side, 
Eaſe and Felicity are baniſhed for ever: 
Diſcontent and Jealcuſy uſurp the Breaſt, 
and lord it over all the milder Affections. 
Nothing has more brought Wedlock in- 
to Contempt and Prejudice, and made the 
State to be looked upon as a Bugbear, than 


the two frequent Examples of Levity and 


Wantonneſs, that have been the Stains of 
every Age and Country : There have 


been ſo many that could not make them 


ſelves Maſters of their Paffioh, and have 
9 cheir Conſciences to be carried 
| M 4 away 


> — ee, — - — — — — —— — — 
8 . 2 " * ” —— — - - - 
. ² A bn gr om» 14 < UE * 8 _ — — * 
$a. — Me E=ARWR.-—= — 
- —— = — 4 


248 MARRIAGE and 
away by the Biaſs of a looſe and inordinate 
Affection. 

Inconſlancy diſturbs the Harmony of Life, 
and breaks the Friendſhip of the neareſt 
Relation: What Confuſions, what Quar- 
rels, what Deſtruction of Circumſtances, 
are occaſioned by undecent Liberties in 
Wedlock ? The ſacred Property of Mar- 
riage is infringed 3 and no Revenge can 
be too great for ſuch an Injury. 


Marriage ſhould create a peculiar and 


incommunicable Friendſhip : Theſe Rights 
are not to be invaded, nor the Quiet of 


either Party to be diſturbed, Even thoſe 
Familiarities which give Umbrage, and 


carry the Countenance of Deſign, are ill- 


natured and unjuſt, though they go no far- 
ther. 

I will not be fo partial to my own Sex, 
as not to own it is my Opinion, that the 
Matrimonial Contract is mutual; and a 
Failure on either Side is equally a Viola- 
tion of Faith, and a Breach of the Confe- 
deracy. The Man and Woman are under 
the ſame Duries of Religion, and obliged 
by the ſame Laws of Sobriety. Indeed 
the Crime of Incontinence may admit of 
ſome Difference as to its Conſequences, 
and our Sex may ſin this Way with leſs 
Fatality, But when a Woman proves per- 

fidious, the Misfortune is ä 
Wie 
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with the Family, the adulterous Brood 
are palmed upon the Huſband, and grow 
up to the Inheritance of -his Eſtate. Now 
when the Man goes aſtray, the Wife cannot 
pretend to ſuch great Damages. To be 
plain, the Aggravations on our Side will 
very near amount to the ſame Injury : 

May not the Extravagance of a Strum- 
pet's Support, and the Charge of educa- 
ting her Baſtard Progeny, run out that 
Eſtate which ſhould be the Inheritance 
of a lawful Iſſue, and be a Canker to the 
Fortune of a virtuous Wife, who deſerves, 


on many Accounts, more generous Treat- 
ment? 


If we look back into the Puniſhments 
which the Ancients inflicted on the Male 
for [ncontinence, we ſhall ſee there is no 
Exemption on our Side; or Liberty en- 


taiPd on us for offending. To mention, 


but in one Inſtance, the Law of Solon left 
the Malefactor perfectly at the Mercy of 
him that was injured. 

When the Man is ſo unhappy as to be 
of a Wandering Diſpoſition, the poor in- 


jured Wife has but an uncomfortable Time 


of it ; for thoſe who are Libertines abroad. 

are generally ill- natured at Home, The 
Wife then is eſteemed a Nuſance; and. 
no Ruggedneſs or Barbarity is too coarſe 
for her 3 or at beſt ſhe is but the Lumber 


Ms ef 


250 MARRIAGE and 

of the Houſe. The Promiſes of Caurt- 
ſhip, and the Engagements of Marriage, 
are quite forgotten, The Title of Re- 
| ſpect is transferred, and all the Breeding 
and good Humour made over to the Mi- 
ſtreſs in keeping, She is made Governeſs 
of the Man and the Money, Her Apart- 
ments and her Equipage, are are all Curio- 
ſity and Expence. She is allowed to make 
her Progreſſe s in State, and to travel with 
her Poſtillion ; when, it may be, the poor 
Lady who fhould of right be intitled to 
his Kindneſs and Liberality, can hardly 
' compaſs a Hackney-Coach to remove her 
from one Street to another, Nor are we 
to wonder at fuch Inſtances of Miſbe- 
Haviour and coarſe Treatment : He that 
can diſpenſe with the main Articles, will 
ealily get over the Points of Decency. 
The Want of Civility may be eaſily ex- 
cuſed, in thoſe that break through the molt 
ſolemn Covenants, 

But allowing the Man of a Conſtitu- 
tion and Principle, that make him keep 
the Matrimonial Contraff inviolable ; it 
is neceſſary that he conſult ſomething 
more than his Virtue in the Diſpoſition of 
his Perſon for Life: The Lamp of Con- 
fancy. will burn but very dim, when the 
| Appetite is once cloy'd; when the ſenſual 
Enjoyments are upon the Decay, and no 
| Charms 
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Charms are ſeen in the Bride to blow up 


the expiring Flame of Love, and rekindle 
the abating Affection. When we therefore 
chuſe our Companions for Life, if we 
hope to keep both them and ourſelves 
in good Humour to the laſt Stage of it, 
we muſt be extremely careful in the Choice 


we make, as well as in the Conduct on our 


own Part. When the Perſons to whom 
we join ourſelves can ſtand an Examina- 


tion, and bear the Scrutiny; when they 


mend upon our Acquaintance with them, 

and diſcover new Beauties the more we 
ſearch into their Characters, our Love 
will naturally riſe in Proportion to their 
Perfection. The Forma Bonum fragile eſt of 
the Poet, will never take off from the Value 
and Eſtimation of Beauty there mult be 
real or fancied Charms in the Miſtreſs to 
engage the Heart; and when the Man 
has choſe well in this Regard, if he be a 
Maſter either of Senſe or Gratitude, he 
will not ſlight or contemn his Wife, be- 


cauſe Age or Accidents of Sickneſs have 
| 8 the Fires that firſt inflamed him. 


e will rather look back, and revive En- 
dearments from the Recollection of that 
Object, which was the Soul of his Deſire: 
he will view her with a Tenderneſs that 
confeſſes her Power over him, and regard 
ber as the Pride of his Choice, and Am- 
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bition of his Wiſhes, The Raptures he 
once conceived from her Form, will not 
loſe all their Force; but he will be fond 
of cheriſhing that which was once the 
Source of his Pleaſure. 


Nor are the Beauties of the Face, the 


Advantages of Complexion, the Delica- 
cies of Shape, and Attractions of Behavi- 
our, the only Things to be conſidered in an 
intended Wife, but only as ſo many ad- 
junct Qualities to recommend her to our 
Love. If we would lay a Scheme for com- 
pleat Happineſs, let us look carefully into 
the Perfections of her Mind; let us examine 
her Wit and Capacity; whether her Under- 
ſtanding will come up to the Management 
we require from her; and whether ſhe be 
furniſhed with Senſe and Judgment enough 
to make her a Friend, as well as a Con- 

” OD 5 

There is ſo much Nicety and Diſcre- 
tion requir'd to keep Love alive after Mar- 
riage, and make Converſation ſtill new 
and agreeable, that Good Senſe ſeems a 
very eſſential Aid to this Purpoſe. When 


the Wife proves capable of filling ſerious, 


as well as joyous Hours, ſhe brings Happi- 
neſs unknown to Friendſhip itſelf. She 
3s then ſomething more than a Companicn 
at Bed and Board : Paſſion is refined by 
ſuch Society, and gradually aſcends to 


more 
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f 
) 


__ ConJueaL Virtues. 253 
more exalted Pleaſures, than thoſe of En- 


joyment. Life hangs heavily in the re- 


peated Converſation of one, who has no 
Imagination to be fired at the ſeveral Oc- 
caſions and Objects which come before 
her, or who cannot ſtrike out of her Re- 


flections new Paths of pleaſing Diſcourſe. 


If ſhe have good Humour enough to make 
her gay, and Wit enough to render that 


Gaiety agreeable, the Approbation of her 


Words and Actions 1s a continual new 


| Feaſt to the Huſband 3 nor can he enough 
| applaud his good Fortune in having his 


Life varied every Hour: His Mind im- 


proved by her Ideas, and his Heart more 


glad from every Circumſtance which they 
meet with : How does her Wit improve 

his Pleaſures, counſel him in Emergencies, 
and add Conſolation in the Moments of 
Affliction! The mutual Paſſion which is 
grounded on this ſolid Foundation, enters 
into the very Conſtitution, and the Kind- 
neſs flows as eaſily and ſilently, as the Blood 
in the Veins. But when there is no good 


Senſe or Wiſdom on the Woman's Side, to 


relieve or comfort againſt the Accidents of 
Life, the State ſoon grows irkſome and in- 
ſipid ; Contradiction and croſs Purpoſes 
make up the greateſt Part of the matrimo- 
nial Converſation; the Huſband contemns 
her Want of Reliſh, and Sourneſs; Deren. 
an 
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and Impertinence of Argument, are the Con- 
ſequences of her Folly, 


Ihe other Ingredient, fo effential to the 


Happineſs of the Marriage State, is an 
. 22 We ought to be in a Cir- 
cumſtance that can ſupport the Charge 
of a Wife, and look forward to the Main- 
tenance of Children, before we ſhonld de- 
termine to alter our Condition. We ſhould 
ſubdue our Paſſion, rather than draw 
the Object of our Affection into Incon- 
veniencies; and make a Woman, we ſcem 
to be fond of, a Slave to Neceſſity, and 


thoſe unnumbered Afflictions that wait 


on a low and needy Fortune. The Con- 
ſequences are of that fatal Kind, that I 
eſteem it a great Treſpaſs, to betray an un- 
thinking and deluded Woman into ſo 
much Miſery. It is an Adage of our own, 
and which is certainly founded on Truth 
and Experience, That when Poverty once 
comes in at the Door, Peace and Quiet 
fly out at the Window. Jars and Diſlikes, 
' Unpbraidings and Contumely, enſue on an 
ebbing Circumſtance ; and Marriage, which 
onght to be to a Man 'the Fountain of 


all good Things, is often by the Diſpo- 


ficion of his Fortune, a heavy Load, which 
oppreſſes him with its Weight. Such it 
is, when a Wife and Children are a vio- 
lent Temptation to Fraud, Falſhood, and 
unlawful 
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unlawful Gains, for their Maintenance: 
Strange and unfortunate Situation of Life, 


to be hemmd in between Indigence and 


Knavery ! 

When this is the Caſe, Marriage is, in- 
deed, viewed in its worft Light : It is draw- 
ing an uneaſy Yoke, and tugging at the Oar, 


and being a Slave, without Hopes of Re- 


demption : At leaſt, it is ſo with regard to 
the more elegant Part of Mankind; the 
Poor often meet with little more than will 
pay the Prieſt, and make them merry the 
krſt Day, and riſe content the next Morn- 
ing to dradge mutually for a comfortable 
Subliſtence : But I am ſpeaking of thoſe 
who are born to Expectations above di- 
urnal Labour; who have Reaſon to hope 
far a Life of Eafe and Franquility, and 


to taſte the Sweets of Plenty and Varie- 
ty. Indeed, when People meet on Terms 


of Equality, when their Fortunes on each 


Side are ſufficient to make them happy, 


and then ſome: unfriendly Accident redu- 


ces them, it is barbarous that a Coldneſs 


and Indifference ſhould grow between them, 
to aggravate their Unhappineſs; or that 
they ſhould look on one another with 
leſs Indulgence and Affection, becauſe they 
are overtaken with a Calamity which is 
not in their Power to fence. agamſt : They 
ſhould rather ſweeten and * = 
| enſe 
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Senſe of the Diſaſter. with an Increaſe of 
Tenderneſs, and comfort themſelves in the 
Occurrence of Diſtreſs; that however For- 


tune may inſult them from without, ſhe can- 


not make them unhappy, while Love tri- 
umphs in their Breaſts, and ſecures them 
from Adverſity. We have fo beautiful an 
Inſtance of Fondneſs under Oppreſſion in 
one of Otway's Tragedies, that few could 
reckon Faffier's Circumſtances calamitous, 
if they were ſure of finding ſo kind a Part- 
ner in Affliction, as ee 


Fark 


Ob! We ang change the Scent 


In which the 7 Delights of Love were taſted: 


The Poor ſleep little: We muſt learn to watch 
Our Labours late; and early every Morning, 


Midſt Winter Froſts, ſparingly clad and fed. 


Riſe io our Toils, and drudge away the Day. 
Ob Belvidera! 


Want, worldly V. ant, that hungry meagre 
Fi end, 


Is at our Heels, and chaſbs us in View. 


Can. t thou bear Cold and Hunger? Can theſe 


Limbs, 
Fram'd for the tender Offices of Love, 
Endure the bitter Gripes of ſmarting Poverty? 
When in a Bed of Straw we ſhrink together, 
And the Bleak Winds whiſtle about our Heads, 
Will thou then talk ibus to me? 


_ Thus * my Cares, and ſhelter me with Love? 


BEL. 
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BEL. Ob! I will love thee! even in Madneſs 
love thee, 
Though my diſtracted Senſes ſhould forſake me, 
Though the bare Earth be all our Reſting-Place, 
Its Root our Food, ſome Cliff our Habitation, 
PII make this Arm a Pillow for thy Head; 


| And as thou ſigbing Iſt, and fwelld with 


Sorrow, 
Creep to thy Boſom, pour the Balm of Love 


Into thy Soul, and kiſs thee to thy Reft. 


This is a true and amiable Picture of 


Connubial Love, under thofe ungentle 


Blaſts of Adverſity, which, as I have be- 
fore obſerved, nip and deſtroy the Bloſ- 
ſoms of Affection. The only Remedics 
againſt a Decay of Paſſion on ſuch Trials, 
are a ſufficient Stock of Virtue, a well 
grounded Love and a Conftancy of Soul, 
that cannot give way to Change, And 
where ſuch a Conſtancy as this 1s wanting, 
the moſt inflam'd Paſſion may fall away 
into Coldneſs and Indifference, and the 
moſt melting Tenderneſs degenerate into 
Hate and Averſion. Conſtancy is a Vir- 
tue natural to Perſons of even Tempers 
and uniform Diſpoſitions; and may be 
acquired by thoſe of the greateſt Fickle- 
neſs, Violence, and Paſſion; if they conſi- 
der ſeriouſly the Terms of Union upon 
which they come together, the mutual 

Intercſt 
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Intereſt in which they are engaged, with 
all the Motives that ought to mcite their 
Tenderneſs and Compaſſion towards thoſe 
who have their Dependance them, 
and are embarked with them Life in 
the ſame State of Happineſs or Miſery, 
And when it grows in the Mind, upon 
Conſiderations of this Nature, it becomes 
a moral Virtue, and a kind of Good-na- 
ture, that is not fubje&t to any Change 
of Health, Age, Fortune, or any of thoſe 
Accidents which are apt to unſettle the 
beſt Diſpoſitions, that are founded rather 
in Conſtitution, than in Reaſon. In ſhort, 
without a Degree of Conſtancy, there can 
be neither Love, Friendſhip, nor Virtue, 
in the World. 1 
He that thinks himſelf fit to make a 
Huſband, muſt ſet himſelf above being af- 
fected with Trifles; he muſt ſuffer no 


Chance to impair his Kindneſs, or leſſen 


his Eſteem for her, that is to be his Life's 
Companion, The Declaration of Terence's 


Lover is more directly ſuitable to the Mouth 
of a Huſband ; POE” 


Adjaro, nunquam eam me deſenturum; 


Non ſi capiundus mihi ſciam eſſe inimicos omneis 


Homines. 
Hanc mibi expeliui, contigit : conveniunt mores: 
Valeant | 
Qui 


comes a State only previous to Separa- 
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9ni inter nos diſſidium volunt : banc, nifi mors, 
Mi adimet nemo, —— —— ' i 


J proteſt ſolemnly, that I will never forſate 
ber; no, not if I was ſure to contratt the 
Enmity of all Mankind by this Refolution. 


Her I made the Objeft of my Wiſhes, and 


have obtain'd her; our Diſpoſitions ſuit; and 


I ill ſhake Hands with them that would 
ſow Diſſention betwixt us : For Death, and 
only Death, ſhall take her from me. 

Marrying, formerly, was a nice Thing: 


It was a Settlement for Life, a ſerous 


Piece of Buſineſs, and deſcrv*d a great 


| deal of Confideration. A Man was for- 
merly to take his Wife, for better, for 


worſe; the ſame Houſe, the ſame Table, 
and ſame Bed, were in common to them 
both: He was to be a Huſband all his 
Life-time; there was no coming off with 
ſeparate Maintenance; no reconciling a 
Wife and Family with the outward Ap- 
pearance and Delights of a ſingle Life. 
Now it is only a Commerce of Conveni- 
ence, a Bargain ſtruck up for Augmen- 
tation of Fortune; and ſo dependant on 
the Profit or Inclination of Friends, that 
the Parties brought together are conſulted 
but at ſecond Hand: And thus it be- 
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tion and Alimony: A Deed of Truſt, or 
a Suit of Commons, diſſolves the Con- 
tract, 


The Degeneracy of Morals has ſo far 


prevailed of late Years, that Men bluſh at 


nothing more than being known to be 
Huſbands; as if there were either a Fol- 
ly or Incontinence in the Confeſſion. Should 
a Man be afraid of being ſeen with a Wo- 
man, who is not his Wife, one might 
allow it owing to his Modeſty. Were 
he Joth to frequent the Company of ſuch 
Perſons, whoſe Reputation is not altoge- 
ther untainted, I ſhould never wonder at 


him. But what impertinent Whimſy can 


make him aſhamed of his own Wife? 
What makes him bluſh to be ſeen in Pub- 
lic with one whom he has choſen for 
an inſeparable Companion ? One, from 
whom he ſhould expect all the Satisfac- 
tion and Delight which can be reap'd from 
human Society ? One, whom he loves and 
he eſteems in private; who is his chief 
Ornament at Home ; who, perhaps, cre- 
dits him no leſs by her Extraction, than 
by her Senſe, Merit, and extraordinary 
Virtue? And why did not he begin by 
bluſhing at his Marriage? I am not unac- 
quainted with the prevailing Power of 


Cuſtom, with us tyranizing over the 


Mind 
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Mind and Manners of Men, even with- 


out Ground or Reaſon; yet I believe I 


ſhould have Impudence enough to walk 


openly, and let who will ſee me with one 
who is my Wife. 
There is another Fault too common in 


* Matrimonal State, which is a Liberty 


of expoſing each other to Ridicule: The 
Huſband, with an inconſiderate Pride, 
triumphs in the Frailties of his weak Wo- 
man, and makes it one of his top Diver- 
ſions to ſpread her Indiſcretion: He little 


imagines, that the Condemnation of her 


Conduct returns upon himſelf, and re- 
proves him ſeverely for having taken a 


dar the Subject of Contempt or Laugh- 


Tis certain, whatever domeſtic Con- 


tft they have together, *us the higheſt 


Imprudence to impeach each other to the 
World: For, however Company may 


- ſtrike in with the ot $652". and ag- 


gravate the Treſpaſs, they ſneer in their 
Minds at the Folly of the Publication, 
and think the Party aggriev'd might take 
wiſer Meaſures. Tis ſuitable to the Gene- 
roſity of Man's Nature; to overlook the 
Frailties of the weaker Veſſel, to make 
Allowances of her Side for unequal Edu- 
cation, and rather to throw her Errors in- 
to a . than bring them out into a full 

Light. 
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Light. We have a Proyerb intirely of 
our own Growth, that ſays, I is an ill 
Bird that defiles its own Neſt: And we 
may eſtabliſh it as a Maxim of equal Veri- 
ty, that he is an ill Huſband, who glories 
in betraying the 'Frailties of his Family, 
The Counſel of Mr. Dryden, in his Au. 
renxebe, is very juſt and extenſive on this 


Head, and deſerves our ſtridteſt Regard and 


Conſideration. 


Seerets of Married ſhould be ſacred held, 

Their Sweet and Bitter by the Wiſe conceaÞd: 

Errors of Wives reflett on Huſbands ſtill, 

And when divulg'd, proclaim we've cboſen 
ill: 


For the eri Pow'r of Bed and Throne, 


Should ale be maintain d, but ny ſhewn, 


The Commerce in the conjugal State, 
is ſo delicate, that it is impoſlible to pre. 
ſcribe Rules for the Conduct of it, ſo as 


to fit ten thouſand nameleſs Pleaſures and 


Diſquietudes which ariſe to People in that 
Condition. But it is in this, as in ſome 
other nice Caſes, where, touching upon 
the Malady tenderly, is half Way to the 


Cure: And there are ſome Faults which 


need only to be obſerv'd to be amended. 
I ſhall conclude this Chapter with a few 


practi- 
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practical Directions, by which a Man en- 


gaged in this important State, may aim 
at ſecuring himſelf a laſting Happineſs; 
fince, as Plutarch K us, there can be 
nothing more uſeful in conjugal Society, 
than the Obſervance of wholeſome Precepts, 
ſuitable to the Harmony of ma matrimonial 
Commerce. 

The firſt neceſſary Rule to this End, 


is, That in Marriage the chief Buſineſs be 


to acquire a Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of 
each other. They ſhould conſider one 
another's Words and Actions with a ſe- 
cret Indulgence : There ſhould be always 
an inward Fondneſs pleading for each 
other; ſuch as may add new Beauties to eve- 
ry Thing that is excellent, give Charms to 
what is indifferent, and cover every Thing 
that is defective. For Want of this kind 
Propenſity and Biaſs of Mind, the married 
Pair often take Things 11] of each other, 
which no one elſe would take notice of in 
either of thein. 

It is too commonly ſeen, that the ſmarteſt 
Pangs which we meet with, are in the Be- 
ginning of Wedlock ; which proceed from 
Ignorance of each other s Humour, and 
Want of Prudence to make Allowances far 
a Change from the moſt careful Reſpect, 
to the moſt unbounded Familiarity, Hence 

it 


indiſcreet Fondneſs. 
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it ariſes, that Trifles are commonly Occa- 


ſions of the greateſt Anxiety: And there. 
fore, I take it to be the firſt Maxim in a 
married Condition, that you are to be above 
Trifles. 
an Opinion of each other, as to come to- 


gether for Life, they will not differ in Mat- 


ters of Importance; becauſe they think of 
each other with Reſpect, in regard to all 
Things of Conſideration that may affect 
them, and are prepared for mutual Aſſiſt- 


ance and Relief in ſuch Occurrences: 
But for leſs Occaſions, they have form'd no 


Reſolutions, but leave their Minds unpre- 
a.. | 

It may likewiſe be of ſingular Uſe to 
carry an even Hand in our Conduct, to 
regulate our Tempers, and never give 
way too far, either to Prejudice or Pre- 


poſſeſſion; never to indulge our {elves 


m Humours of Provocation, or deſcend 
'below the Dignity of our Natures by too 
In a Word, it is 
neither ſafe to vex a Woman unreaſona- 
bly, nor humour her too much ; the Ex- 


ceſs of Fondneſs, as well as the Defect of 
natural Love may equally undo us. Pru- 


dent Generoſity is the only Method of mak- - 


ing our ſelves happy in the Enjoyment of 
them. 


There 


When two Perſons have ſo good 
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There is one Caution, which if not ob- 
ſerved, all other Rules will be ineffectual: 


It is a Rock on which Happineſs is al- 
ways ſplit z by which, Joys are extinguiſh- 


ed, and Life itſelf made inſupportable. I 
take theſe Marks to be fo ſingular and di- 
ſtinguiſhing, that I ſcarce need add, that 
I. mean Jealouſy : If we either conſult our 
own Peace, or the World's good Opinion, 


we muſt not cheriſh a foul Suſpicion of 


the Honour of our Wives, It is a Paſ- 
ſion that grows inſenſibly, when encou- 
raged ; ſpreads through the whole Maſs of 
Blood, and infects the animal Spirits: It 
is the Faundice. of the Mind that is only cu- 
rable by Diſſolution: It is a foul and tainted 
PerſpeCtive, that ſpoils the Colour of every 


Object which we ſurvey through it, and 


= the. brighteſt Bloom look like a 
ſickly Yellow. 5 0 define it at once, FJea ; 
louſy in Love, is like Diſtruſt in other things, 
an Opinion that every one cheats and im- 
poſes on us. 

Jealouſy has been defined to be that Pain 
which a Man feels from the Apprehenſion 
that he is not equally belov'd by the Per - 
ſon whom he entirely loves. This Defini- 
tion ſcems to paint the Paſſion in too fair 
a Light; and comes near thoſe Excuſes the 
lngenuity of Poets have made for its uſurp- 


ing a Place in the Breaſt: Particularly Mr. 
— Dryden 
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Dryden has made Room for its Entertain- 
ment, by ſeeming to think that "OT can- 
not exiſt without it: 


Me greateſt Care the biker Paſſion ſhews ; 

We Pold that deareft, we moſt fear to loſe, 

Diſtruſt, in Lovers, is too warm a Sun 

But yet lis Night in Love when that is gone: 

And in thoſe Climes which moſt his Ser vin 
know, 

He makes the noble Fruits and Metals grow, 


1 will not aſſert 1 the Poſſibility 


of a noble Jealouſy; but I believe it muſt 


be founded on an Emulation in Love: 


No Huſband's Breaſt, if he truly loves, 
can be ſo calm and luke-warm, as to be 


ſenſible his Paſſion is ſlighted, and yet 
feel it with Indifference: A generous Re- 
ſentment muſt ſpring ſrom this Knowledge, 
and will terminate in Contempt, or Aver- 
ſion. I would not have a Man willingly 
give way to the Temptation of ſuch a 

Thought, but my Caution was particu- 
larly laid down againft our yielding to 
thoſe raſh Suggeſtions, that our Love 1s 
not lighted, but injured : That the falle 
She has betrayed her Honour, and given 
up the Huſband's Property to the In- 
vader. Now, though it is almoſt impoſſi- 


ble for a jealous Man to be cured of his 
Suſpicions, 
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Suſpicions, yet he will purſue the Shadow 
of a Doubt and believe it will lead him 
on to Satisfaction: His Thoughts hang at 
beſt in a State of Doubtfulneſs and Un- 
certainty, and are never capable of re- 
ceiving any Satisfaction en the advan- 
tageous Side; ſo that his Enquiries are 


moſt ſucceſsful, when they diſcover no- 
thing: His Pleaſure ariſes from his Diſap- 


pointments, and his Life 1s ſpent in Purſuit 
of a Secret that deſtroys his Happineſs, if 
he chance to find it. 

Whether it proceed, or not, from an 
Exceſs of Love, it is a Diſeaſe of ſo ma- 


lignant a Nature, that it converts all it 
takes into its own Nouriſhment. A cool 


or a fond Behaviour will adminiſter to its 
increaſe; while the firſt is interpreted a 
Symptom of Indifference z and the latter 
an Artifice of Diſimulation, There is no 
Word or Geſture fo inſignificant, but it 
gives the tormented Huſband new Hints, 
feeds his Suſpicions, and furniſhes him with 
treſh Matters of Diſcovery. Powerful Suſ- 
picion never fails of ſupplying Demonſtra- 
tion; and as Shakeſpear has admirably cx- 
preſs'd it, in his Othello: 


Trifles, light as Air, 
Are eto the Jealous, Confirmation ſlrong 
A. Proofs of Holy Writ, 
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One would think' the Torments of this 
unreaſonable Diſquietude ſhould have a pe- 
culiar Prevalence on the Mind of Man, 
and deter him from harbouring ſo uneaſy 
a Gueſt: A Quality that preys on his 
Health, and corrodes his Quiet z palls his 
Appetites and forbids his Repoſe; that 
holds no Correſpondence with Comfort or 


Gaiety, but is dead to Pleaſure, feeds on 


Diſcontent, and aſſociates with Perplexity. 
I never read or ſaw the Extremities of this 
Paſſion's working in Othello, without the 
ſtrongeſt Compaſſion for the Man, and 
Terror, at the Pains with which his Na- 
ture is ſubdued 3; What Pangs do we con- 
ceive from the Complaints of his ſuppoſed 


Injury; and ſtrike in with his Sentiments 


even at a Time, when we know he is be- 
trayed into Suſpicions, and are apprized 
that his Aﬀection is unreaſonable? I believe, 
his Expreſſions are fo juſt on the Occaſion, 


that the whole Clan of jealous Men, with 


the like Proportzon of Eloquence, would 
condole their Misfortune in the ſame Caſt 


of Thought. 


— Had it pleas d Heaven 
To try me with Afiittions ; had they rain'd 
All Kinds of Sores and Shames on my bare 
Head, 
Steezp*d me in Poverty to the very _ 
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Giv'n to Captivity, Me, and my utmoſt Hopes, 
I ſhould have found in ſome Place of my Soul 
A Drop of Patience. But, alas ! to make 

me 

The fixed Figure for the Time of Scorn, 
To point his ſlow and moving Finger at! 
Zet could I bear that too! Well, very well! 


But there, where I had garner'd up my Heart, 


Where, either I muſt tive, or bear no Life: 
The Fountain from the which my Current runs, 
Or elſe aries up: To be diſcarded thence, 

Or keep it for a Ciſtern for foul Toads 

To knot and gender in! Turn thy Complexion 
i = 
Patience, thou Young and Roſe-lipp* d Cherubim, 


J bere look grim as Hell. 


If the Effects and Torments, which this 


Paſſion brings along with it, are not ſuf- 


ficient to ſecure us from its Attacks, it 
will be in vzin to urge the Fatality of its 
Conſequences: The Expedients of Ven- 
geance 1t puts a Man on, when he once 


has poſſeſſed himſelf of his Confori's Inſi- 


ality: When all the Fury of injured 


Love breaks looſe, and the whole Train 
of Affections ſettle into Reſentment, Aver- 
ſion, and violent Reſolutions of Revenge. 

I do not mean, that a Huſband is to be 
blind to notorious Indications of Wan- 
tonneſs; that is, to be ſo partial to his 
( | N 3 | W it's 
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Wife's Honour, as not to be ſenſible of 


a palpable Diſgrace; for in this Caſe, 


Jealouſy is loſt in Proof; and the Certain. 
ty of being wrong'd, inſpires a juſt Indig- 
nation : But I would infer, that we are not 
to ſuſpect her of Incontinence, either upon 
no Grounds, or on trival Circumſtances, 
It is the Advice of the Wiſe Man in Ec- 


cleſiaſticus, Be not jealous over the Wife of 


thy Boſom; and teach ber not an evil Leſſin 


Bae thyſelf. 
I will conclude my Thoughts: on this 
Theme, with taking notice, that to give 


into Jealouſy too raſhly, implies a tacit. 


Confeſſion of our own Want of Merit, and 
provokes the Suſpected, either to turn the 
Tables on us, or aſſume a Liberty of de- 
ſerving our Cenſure. | 
Next to being free from ſuſpecting Le- 
vity on the Woman's Part, we are to ac- 
count 1t our Duty, to give no Room for 
the calling of our own Conſtancy in Que- 
{tion : We muft not abuſe the good-na- 
turd Virtue of a Woman, and fly out into 
licentious Courſes ourſelves, becauſe we are 
ſecure of not being paid in the ſame Kind, 
This is a Diſhoneſty and Ingratitude un- 
worthy of a Man; a Violation of his Pro- 
mile made before God, and a voluntary 
Branding of himſelf with Perjury and Falſe- 
hood. 
8 When 
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When we are determined to enter into 
the conjugal State, we ſhould bid adicu to 
the empty Faſhions and falſe Gallantries of 
the Town: We ſhould take the Direction 
of the old Greek Proverb along with us; 
AD GD Alara, We are beginning 
a new Kind of Life, and conſequently mui 
think of a new Diet. We ſhould correct in 
ourſelves, all Tendencies to Liberliniſin, and 


look on ourſelves now as deſtin'd to ſober 
and reaſonable Pleaſures. It has been one 


of the Unhappineſſes of Marriage, that a 


few looſe Men of Genius for Pleaſure, have 


turn'd it all to the Gratification of ungo- 
vern'd Deſires, in ſpite of good Senſe, Form, 
and Order: When, in Truth, any Satil- 


faction beyond the Boundaries of Reaſon, 
is but a Step towards Madneſs and Folly. 


But thoſe who are far gone in the Pleaſures 
of the Town, who cannot ſupport Life 
without quick Senſations and gay Reſlccti- 
ons, who are Lovers of Gallantry, Rattle, 
and Nonſenſe, and are Strangers to I'ran- 


quility, to right Reaſon, and a calm Mo- 


tion of Spirit without Tranſport or D«j<cti- 
on, are improper Perſons to make Huf 
bands of: They are immediately ſated wich 
Poſſeſſion, and mult neceſſarily fly to new 
Acquiſitions of Beauty, to paſs away the 
whiling Moments and Intervals of Life; 
for with them, every Hour is heavy, that 
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is not joyous. And ſuch Gallants, with 


too much Raſhneſs, throwing themſelves 


into this State of Gravity, ſo averſe to their 
Conſtitutions, has rendered Marriage too 
often the Subject of Contempt and general 
Ridicule. 

There is nothing ſo common, as for Men 
to enter into Marriage, without ſo much 
as expecting to be happy in it: They ſeem 


to propoſe to themſelves a few Holidays in 
the Beginning of it; after which, they are 


to return, at beſt, to the uſual Courſe of 


their Life ; and foe ought they know, to 


conſtant Miſery and Uneaſineſs. 
Thoſe, indeed, who begin this Stage of 


Life, without Jars at their ſetting out, ar- 


rive within few Months, at a Pitch of Be- 
nevolence and Affection, of which, the moſt 
perfect Friendſhip is but a faint Reſem- 
blance. As in the unfortunate Marriage, 
the moſt minute and indifferent Things are 
Qbjects of the ſharpeſt Reſentment ; ſo, in 
a happy one, they are Occaſions of the moſt 
exquiſite Satisfaction: For, what does not 
oblige, in one we love? What does not 


offend, in one we diſhke. 
In ſhort, Tranquility of Mind, Good- 


nature, and Virtue, are the proper Qua- 


lifications to ſeaſon us for Matrimony : 
With theſe Endowments, we fhall think 


ourſelves bound to look on our Partner 1 
the 


= 
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the Eyes of Reaſon and Honour, and al- 
ways account her the Object of our Love 


and Pity, who came to our Arms the Ob- 


jet of our Joy and Admiration. 


T were needleſs, to be more prolix on this 
Head, fince they who know how to profig 
from the Abſtract of Rules already laid 


down, will, with as much Facility, be able 


to ſupply to themſelves what is ſtill defi- 
cient to the Subject. 


N5 RELIGION. 


R E IL IGI ON. 


14 HE preceding chapter is written 
on a Subject of the greateſt Import- 


ance to our Happineſs or Miſery in bis 
Life; the preſent Treatiſe is of ſtil] higher 
Conſequence, and looks forward to our 
Concern in Futurity ; a Theme, in which, 
not the tranſitory Eaſe of a frail Body is en- 


gaged, but the eternal Felicity of our Souls 


after Death. | 
There is too great a Number of Men in 
the World, who, from a Fault in Educa- 
tion, and a pernicious Habit of Libertini/m, 
. have their Hearts and Minds wholly fixed 
on this ſmall Part of the Univerſe they are 
placed in; who ſet a Value upon nothing, 
nor love any thing beyond it; whoſe Souls 
are as much confin'd, as that narrow Spot 
of Ground they call their Eſtate, the Ex- 
tent of which is meaſured, the Acres are 
numbered, and the utmoſt Bounds limited: 
. are lo Mort. e chat they _ 
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look beyond the Heavens and the Stars, to 
contemplate the Divinity, to which they 
owed their Original. They are not able to 
perceive the Excellency of what is ſpiri- 
tual ; or have any Notions of the Dignity 
of the Soul: How much the whole World 
is inferior to 1! How great a Want it has 
of 'an all- pe: Being, which is God! 
And how abloiutely it needs a Religion to 
find cut hat cal and be aſſured of his 
Reality. | 

Indeed, a Man's Remembrance of his 
Creed may tell him there is a God, and that 
he is Almighty ; but if his Reaſon be ſo 
much aſleep, as not to infer from thence 


the Neceſſity of reverencing and obeying 


him ; he may repeat the Creed every Ys 
and yet be an Atherft, 

Incredulity, or Indifference, are ſo natu- 
tural to Men, that they make uſe of 
God and Religion, as a Piece of Policy 
only; that is, as far as it may ſerve for 
the Order and Decoration of this World, 
the only thing, in their. Opinion, which 
deſerves to be thought on. Predominant 
Corruption makes the Generality of the 
World take up their Religion for a Fa— 
ſion; they receive it according to the 
Country where they are born, and arc 


therefore of that Religion. Theſe Men 
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are Chriſtians, rather than Jews or Hea- 


thens 4, - becauſe that Syſtem had the For- 


tune to come firſt in their Way, and be- 


ſpeak them at their Entrance into the 
World. 

There are too many that live in a per- 
fect State of Indolence as to an Hereaf- 
ter; that put themſelves to no Trouble 
on the Score of Faith, and neither pro- 
feſs, nor practiſe any Religion. There 
1s, indeed, no ſuch thing as an Atheiſt ; 
but the great Men, whom we are moſt a 
to ſuſpect of being given that Way, are 
too lazy to determine in their own Minds, 
whether there is a God, or no: Their In- 


dolence carries them ſo far, as to render 


them utterly careleſs and indifferent upon 
ſo weighty a Matter, as well as upon the 


Nature of their own Souls, and the Conſe- 


quences of true Religion: They neither 
deny, nor grant any of theſe things, but, 
in Reality, they never think on them at 


all. 


It is too plain, from Obſervation of 
Men and Manners, that Multitudes who 
have entered the Baptiſmal Vow, weigh 
it as little when they ſhould perform it, as 
they did when they made it : They ſeem 
to have no other Notion of Baptiſm, but 
as a Cuſtom of the Place, or a T. * 
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of Feaſting; and conſider no farther Sig- 
nificancy in thoſe ſpiritual Bonds, than 
they did in their Swadling-Cloaths; nor 
can give any better Account why they 
took on them Chriſt's Livery, than why 
they wear ſuch Garments as the com- 
mon Faſhion . of the Country preſcribes 
men... - - | 
I *wiſh there. was lefs Cauſe for Com- 
plaint on this Account, or that the ad- 
viſing to better Principles, were a certain 
Means to effe& a Reformation. The beſt 
we can pretend to, 1s, to define Religion, 
to inculcate the great Duty of it, and in- 


finuate the certain Advantages reſulting 


from it. ep Fane” 

Religion may be conſidered under two 
general Heads: The firſt comprehending 
what we are to believe; the other what we are 
to practiſe. By thoſe Things which we 
are to believe, I mean whatever is revealed 
to us in the Holy Writings, and which we 
could not have obtained the Knowledge of 
by the Light of Nature: By the Things 
which we are to practiſe, I mean all thoſe 
Duties to which we are directed by Reaſon 
or Natural Religion. 

As to that Part of Religion which con- 
fiſts in Faith, and is contained in the Word 
of God, I ſhall beg Leave to uſe the 
Phraſe of an eminent Divine: To per- 
9 ſwade 
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ſwade Men to believe the Scriptures, ſays 
be, I only offer this to their Conſidera- 


tion: If there be a God, whoſe Provi- 


dence governs the World, and all the 
Creatures in it, is it not reaſonable to 
think that he hath a particular Care of 
Men, the nobleſt Part of this viſible 
World? And ſeeing he hath made them 


capable of eternal Duration, that he hath 


provided for their eterna] Happineſs, and 
ſufficiently revealed to them the Way to 
it, and the Terms and Conditions of it: 
Now, let any Man produce any Book in 
the World, that pretends to be from God, 
and to do this, That for the Matter of it, 
is ſo worthy of God; the Doctrines where- 
of, are fo uſeful, the Precepts fo reaſon- 
able, and the Arguments ſo powerful: 
The Truth of all which, was confirmed 
by fo many great and unqueſtionable Mi- 


racles; the Relation of which, has been 


tranſmitted to Poſterity, in public and 
authentic Records, written by thoſe who 
were Eye and Ear-Witneſſes of what they 
wrote, and free from Suſpicion of any 
Worldly Intereſt and Deſign; let any 
produce a Book like this, in all theſe 
Reſpects, and which, over and beſides, 
hath, by the Power and Reaſonableneſs of 
the Doctrines contained in it, prevailed fo 
miraculouſly in the World, by weak and 
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inconſiderable Means, in Oppoſition to all 


the Wit and Power of the World, and 
under ſuch Diſcouragements, as. no other 


Religion was ever aſſaulted with: Let 


any Man bring forth ſuch a Book, and 


he hath my Leave to believe it as ſoon 
as the Bible. But if there be none ſuch, 

as I am well aſſured there is not, then eve- 
ry one that thinks God hath revealed him- 
ſelf to Men, ought to embrace and enter- 
tain the Doctrine of the Holy Seriptures as 


revealed by God. 


Indeed, the weak Apprehenſions of an 


imperfect Faith, are not ſo much to be 
cenſured, as ritied; it is a ſure Way for the 


Heart to be prevented with the Aſſurance 
of the omnipotent Power of God, to whom 
nothing is impoſſible; ſo ſhall the hardeſt 
Points of Faith go down eaſily with 
us: If the Eye of our Mind looks up- 
ward, it ſhall meet with nothing to ike 


or interrupt it; but if right forward, or 


downward, or round about, every Thing 
is a Block in our Way. There is, indeed, 
a Difference betwixt Deſire of Aſſurance 
and Unbelief : We-cannot be too careful to 


raiſe up to ourſelves Arguments to ſettle 


our Faith, to find. out Feet for it to ſtand 
upon, though they are but diſcurſive. In 


Matters of Faith, if Reaſons may be 
brought for the Conviction of the Gain- 
| * ſayers, 
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fayers, it is well; if they be Helps, they 
cannot be Grounds of our Belief, In the 
moſt faithful Heart, there are fome Sparks 
of Infidelity; fo, to believe, that we ſhould 
have no Doubt at all, is ſcarce incident 
to Fleſh and Blood. It is a great Per- 
fection, if we have attained to overcome our 
Doubts. ny 
By Senſe and Reafon, a Man does but 
walk in Twilight; his Notions are confin*d 
to a narrow Cempaſs; his Underftanding is 
limited, and dubious; by Faith, he goes a 
Length in Knowledge; he ſoars up to a 
Communication with his Maker, and learns 


the Reaſons of his Creation, and the Duties 


required of him. The Differences betwixt 


Religion and Reaſon, are beautifully ſet out 


by the great Mr. Dryden, and ought to give 


us a juſt Efteem for the Adyantages of the 


former. 


Dim as the borrow*d Beams of Moon and Stars, 
To lonely weary wandring Travellers, 

It Reaſon to the Soul: And as on bigb, 

Thoſe rolling Fires diſcover but the 50, 

Not light us bere; ſo Reaſon s glimmering Ray 
Was lent, not to aſſure our doubiful Way, c 
But guide us upward to a better Day. 

And as thoſe Nightly Tapers diſappear, 

When ty bright Lord aſcends our Hemiſ- 
pores ng 


8 5 
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So pale grows Reaſon at Religions Sigbt, 


So dies, and fo diſſolves in ſupernat ral Liebt, 


The faithful Man, ſays Biſhop Hall, has 
three Eyes: The firſt of Senſe, common 
to him with brute Creatures; the ſecond 
of Reaſon, common to all Men; the third 
of Faith, proper to his Profeſſion : Each 
whereof looketh beyond the other, and 
none of them meddleth with the other's 
Objects; for neither doth the Eye of Senſe 
reach to intelligible Things, and Mat- 


ters of Diſcourſe; nor the Eye of Reaſon, 
to thoſe Things which are ſupernatural and 


ſpiritual; neither doth Faith look down 


to Things that may be /en/ibly ſeen, If 
we were to diſcourſe to a brute Beaſt. 
of the Depth of Philoſophy, never ſo 
palainly, he underſtands not; becauſe of 


are beyond the View of his Eye, whic 


is only of Senſe: If to a mere carnal Man 
of Divine Things, he perceiveth not the 


Things of God, neither, indeed can do, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern d. And 


therefore, no Wonder, if thoſe Things 
ſeem unlikely, incredible, and impoſſible 
to him, which the faithful Man (having a 


proportionable Means of Apprehenſion ) 
doth as plainly ſee, as his Eye doth any 
ſenſible Thing. Tell a plain Countryman, 
that the Sun, or ſome higher or leſſer Star, 
et 
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is much bigger than his Cart-Wheel,. or a: 


leaſt, ſo many Scores bigger than the whole 
Earth, he laughs you to Scorn, as affecting 
Admiration with a learned Untruth. Yet 


the Scholar, by the Eye of Reaſon, doth 


as plainly fee and acknowledge this 
Fruth, as that his Hand is bigger than his 
Pen. 

What a thick Miſt of Ignorance, what 
a palpable, and more than Egyptian Dark- 
neſs doth the natural Man live in! What 
a World is there, that he doth not ſee at 
all! And how little doth he ſee in this 


which is his proper Element! There is no 
bodily Thing but the Brute Creatures ſee 


as well as he, and ſome of them better. 


As for his Eye of Reafon, how dim is it 


in thoſe Things which are beſt fitted to it! 
What one Thing is there in Nature which 
he doth perfectly know ? What Herb, or 
Flower, or Worm, that he treads on, is 
there, whoſe true Eſſence he knoweth ? 
No, not ſo much as what is in his own 
Boſom; what it is, where it is, or whence 


it is, that gives Being to himſelf. But 


for thoſe Things which concern the beſt 
World, he doth not ſo much as confuſedly 
ſee them, neither knoweth whether they 
be, He ſees no whit into the great and 


awful Majeſty of God; he diſcerns him 


not in all his Creatures, filling the World 


with 
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with his infinite and glorious Preſence: 
He fees not his wiſe Providence over- 
ruling all Things, diſpoſing all caſual 
Events, ordering all ſinful Actions of Men 
to his own Glory: He comprehends no- 
thing of the Beauty, Majeſty, Power, and 
Mercy of the Saviour of the World, ſitting 
in his Humanity, at his Father's Right 
Hand: He ſees not the unſpeakable Happi- 


neſs of the glorified Souls of the Saints: He 


ſees not the whole Heavenly Commonwealth 
of Angels (aſcending and deſcending to 


the Behoof of God's Children) waiting 
upon him at all Times inviſibly (not ex- 


cluded with Coldneſs of Priſons, nor De- 


ſolateneſs of Wilderneſſes) and the Mul- 
titude of Evil Spirits paſſing and ſtand- 
ing by him, to tempt him unto Evil; but, 
like unto the fooliſh Bird, when he hath 
hid his Head, that he ſees no body, he 
thinks himſelf altogether unſeenz and 
then counts himſelf ſolitary, when his 
Eye can meet with no Companion. It 


was not without Cauſe, that we call a 


meer Fool a Natural. For however World- 
lings have ſtill thought Chriſtians God's 
Fools, we know them to be the Fools of 
the World. The deepeſt Philoſopher that 
ever was, (ſaving the Reverence of the 
Schools) is but an ignorant Sot compared 
to the ſimpleſt Chriſtian: For the weakeſt 

Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, may, by plain Information, ſee 
ſome what into the greateſt Myſteries of 
Nature, becauſe he hath the Eye of Reaſon 
common with the beſt : But the Philoſo- 
her, by all the Demonſtration in the 
World, ean conceive nothing of the Myſte. 


ries of Godlineſs, becauſe he utterly wants 


the Eye of Faith. Though my Inſight 
into Matters of the World, be ſo ſhallow, 
that my Simplicity moveth Pity, or maketh 
Sport unto others, it ſhall be my Content. 
ment and Happineſs, that I fee further in- 
to better Matters. That which I ſee not, 
is worthleſs, and deſerveth little better 
than Contempt; that which I ſee, is un- 
aer ineſtimable, for Comfort, for 
ory. — | 

Fab and Devotion naturally grow in 
the Mind of every reaſonable Man, who 
fees the Impreſſions of Divine Power and 
Wiſdom in every Object on which he 
caſts his Eye. The Supreme Being has 
made the beſt Arguments for his own 
Exiſtence in the Formation of the Hea- 
vens and the Earth; and theſe are Argu- 
ments which a Man of Senſe cannot forbear 


attending to, ' who is out of the Noiſe and 


Hurry of human Affairs. Ariſtotle ſays, 
That ſhould a Man live under Ground, 
and there converſe with Works of Art and 
Mechaniſm, and ſhould * 0 
rought 
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brought up into the open Day, and ſee the 
ſeveral Glories of Heaven and Earth, he 
would immediately pronounce them the 
Works of ſuch a Being as we define God 
to be. | 

How eaſy is it to ſay, that if Infidelity 
did not lurk in the Hearts of Men, they 
durſt not do as they do; they could not 
but do what they do not? Durſt they 
fin, if they were perſwaded of an Hell? 
Durſt they buy a Minute of Pleaſure at'the 
Hazard of everlaſting Torments? Could 
they ſo light Heaven, if they believed it? 
Could they be ſo loth to poſſeſs it? Could 

they think much of a little painful Good- 
neſs, to 3 an Eternity of Happi- 
neſs? 

If any Man will offer a ſerious Argu- 
ment againſt any of the Principles of Re- 
lizion, or Points of Faith, and will de- 
bate the Matter ſoberly, as one that con- 
ſiders the infinite Conſequences of theſe 
Things one Way or other, and would glad- 
ly be fatisfied, he deſerves to be heard what 
he can fay ; but if a Man will turn Re- 
ligion into Raillery, and confute it by 
two or three bold Jeſts, he doth not make 
Religion, but himſelf ridiculous in the 
Opinion of all confiderate Men, becauſe 
he ſports with his Life and Salvation, It 
concerns every Man, that would not trifle 

away 
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away his Soul, and fool himſelf into irre- 


coverable Miſery, with the greateſt Seriouſ- 
neſs to examine the Matter, without taking 
ſenſual and worldly Intereſts into Conſidera- 
tion, Religion muſt be either true, or 
_ falſe: If falſe, the religious Man, and ſtrict 

Obſerver of all the Precepts of Self- Denial, 
ventures no more, than the Loſs of his 
Time in Purſuance of its Dictates; but if 
true, the vicious Man is of all Men moſt 
miſerable. We muſt tremble at the very 
Thoughts of what unutterable and incom- 
prehenſible 'Torments we ſee him daily 
beaping upon himſelf. Though the Truth 


of Religion were much leſs demonſtrable, 


than it really 1s, certainly there is no ſen- 
ſible Man but would chuſe to be vir- 
—— „ 
- Religion ſeems to point us out the rea- 
dy Way to the right Enjoyment of Lite, 
by giving us a Proſpect of a better be- 
yond it: Without this View, we mult look 
on our Condition with Contempt, and think 
our ſelves unhappy to be pent up in Fleſh, 
only to be the Objects of Calamity, and 
Prey of Diſtempers. Burnet, in his Theory 
of the Earth, has ſet this Thought in an ex- 
cellent Light: What is this Life, ſays he, 
but a Circulation of little mean Aclious? 
We lie down, and riſe again, dreſs and un- 
dreſs, feed and wax hungry, work or play, 

al 


aud are weary, and then wwe lie down again, 
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and the Circle returns, We ſpend the Day 
in Trifles, and when the Night comes, we 
throw ourſetves into the Bed of Folly, amongſt 
Dreams, and broken Thoughts, and wild 
Imaginations. Our Reaſon lies aſleep by us; 
and we are, for the Time, as errant Brutes 
as thoſe that ſleep in the Stalls, or in the 
Fields. Are not the Capacities of Man higher 
than theſe? And ought not his Ambition and 
Expectation to be greater? Let us be Adven- 
mrers- for another World: *Tis at leaſt, a 
fair and noble Chance; and there is nothing 
m this worth our Thoughts, or our Paſſions, 
If we ſhould be diſappointed, we are ſtill no 
worſe than the reſt of our Fellow-Mortals ; 
and if we ſucceed in ur Expectations, we are 
eternally happy. 3 

The Proſpect of a future State is the 
ſecret Comfort and Refreſhment of our 
Souls; it is that which makes Nature 
look gay about us; it doubles all our 
Pleaſures, and ſupports us under all our Af- 
fictions. We can look at Diſappointments 
and Misfortunes, Pain and Sickneſs, Death 
itſelf; and what is worſe than Death, the 
Loſs of thoſe who are deareſt to us, with 
Indifference, ſo long as we keep in View 
the Pleaſures of Eternity, and the State of 
Being, in which there will be no Fears nor 
Apprehenſions, Pains nor Sortows, Sickneſs 


nor 
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nor Separation. Why will any Man be ſo 


impertinently officious, as to tell us, all this 


is only Fancy and Deluſion? is there any 
Merit in being the Meſſenger of ill News? 
If it is a Dream, let us enjoy it, ſince it 


makes us both the happier and better 


S | 

Infidelity, indeed, has been pretty well 
driven out of all its Outworks. The 
Atheiſt has not found his Poſt tenable, 
and is therefore retired into Dei/m, and 
a Diſbelief of revealed Religion only. But 
the Truth of it is, the greateſt Number 
of this Set of Men, are thoſe, who, for 
Want of a virtuous Education, or examin- 
ing the Grounds of Religion, know fo 
very little of the Matter in Queſtion, 
that their Infidelity is but another Term 
for their Ignorance. They are wedded 
to Opinions full of Contradiction and 
Impoſſibility, and at the ſame Time, look 
upon the ſmalleſt Difficulty in an Article 
of Faith, as a ſufficient Reaſon for rejecting 
it. Notions that fall in with the common 
Reaſon of Mankind, that are conformable 
to the Senſe of all Ages and Nations, 
not to mention their Tendency for promo- 
ting the Happineſs of Societies, or of 
particular Perſons, are exploded as Errors 
and Prejudices; and Schemes erected in 


their Stead, that are altogether mogſtrers 
ant 
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and irrational, and require the moſt ex- 


travagant Credulity to embrace them, I 


would fain aſk one of theſe begotted In- 


fidels, ſuppoſing all the great Points of 
Atheiſm, as the caſual or eternal Forma- 
tion of the World, the Materiality of a 


thinking Subſtance, the Mortality of the 
Soul, the fortuitous Organization of the 
Body, the Motions and Gravitations of 


Matter, with the like Particulars, were 


laid together, and formed into a Kind 
of Creed, according to the Opinions of 


the moſt celebrated Atheiſts ; I ſay, ſup- 
poling ſuch a Creed as this were formed, 


and impoſed upon any one People in the 


World, whether it would not require an 
infinitely greater Meaſure of Faith than 


| any Set of Articles which they ſo violently 


oppole. 

Could I ſee that Man who was really 
perſwaded there is no God, I ſhould hear 
at leaſt by what ſtrange convincing Ar- 
guments he had found it out. One would 
expect from ſuch as act contrary from all 
the World beſides, and contradict the 
common received Principles, that they 
knew more than other Men ; that their 


Reaſons were plain, and their Arguments 


convincing. But the Impoſſibility I find 
myſelf under of proving there is no God, 
O is 
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is a Demonſtration to me that there 18 


Now as I cannot but believe the Ex- 
iſtence of a God, and know my own 
State mortal and tranſitory, I muſt look 
on myſelf as dependent on his Power, I 
cannot help believing myſelf his Crea- 
ture, that I owe him Worſhip and Reve- 
rence for all the Bleſſings of Life; and the 
Neceſſity of ſuch Obſervance, points out 
to me a Form of Religion. If my Re- 
ligion be falſe, it is a Snare, which I muſt 
own to be laid with ſuch Temptations, 


that I could not avoid ruſhing into, and 


being caught by: What Majeſty, what 
Glory, are in its Myſteries ! What a Con- 


nexion in all the ſeveral Parts of its Doc- 
trine! How very rational is it! How 
candid and innocent in its Morals! Who 
can ſtand againſt the Strength of ſo many 


Millions of Witneſſes, the moſt moderate 
and wiſeſt of Men, who, during three 
whole Ages, ſucceeded one another, and 
whom the Senſe of the ſame Truth ſo 


conſtantly ſupported in their Exiles, in 
"the darkeſt Dungeons, the moſt painful 


Torments, and even in Death itſelf ? 
Take, ſet open Hiſtory, run it over through 


all its Parts, take it from the Beginning of 


the World, from the Dawn of its Crea- 
| N tion; 
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tion 8 was there ever any thing like this? 
Could all the Power of God himſelf have 


laid a fitter Plot to deceive me? How 
then ſhould T eſcape? Whether ſhould I 


run? And how ſhould I find any thing 


better ? Nay, but half ſo good ? If I mult 
periſh, *tis this Way I will periſh. To 
deny the being of a God, would indeed 


ſuit my Inclinations much better than 


ſuffering myſelf to be deluded, though by 
ſo plauſible and ſo ſpecious a Pretence : 


But I have examined thoroughly, have en- 


deavoured all I could, and ſtill want the 
Power to be an Atheiſt, Thus am I forced 
back on my Religion, and compelled to 
ſtick to it. 9 05 
The whole World, were it made for 
Man, is, in a litteral Senſe, the leaſt thin 

God has done for Man, the Proof of which 
may be drawn from Religion. Man is 
therefore neither preſumptuous, nor vain, 
when he ſubmits to the Evidence of Truth, 


and owns the Advantages he has received: 
Much rather might he be taxed with Blind- 


neſs and Stupidity, did he refuſe to yield 
himſelf convinced through the Multitude of 
Proofs which Religion lays before him, to 
ſhew him the Greatneſs of his Privileges, 
the Certainty of his Refuge, the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of his Hopes, and to teach him 
what he is, and what he may be, 


O 2 There 
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There 1s a vaſt Difference between being 


ſincerely religious, and zealouſly deſiring 
to be thought ſo: The Profeſſors are not 
obliged to throw a ſevere Sanctity into their 
Faces, to abſtain from the Appearances of 
Mirth and Pleafantry, and account them 
the Marks of a carnal Mind : To make a 


Conſcience of wearing a ſorrowful Counte- 


nance, and to be, in a Manner, eaten up 
with Spleen and Melancholy. It is miſtak- 


ing the Nature of Religion, to think it 
conſiſts in an Unchearfulneſs of Heart. It 
is entertaining wrong Notions of Piety, 
and a Weakneſs of Underſtanding, to love 
to indulge this uncomfortable Way of Lite, 
and give up ourſelves a Prey to Gricf 
and Melancholy: For ſuperſtitious Fears 
and groundleſs Scruples to cut us off from 


the Pleaſures of Converſation, and all 


thoſe ſocial Entertainments, which are 
not only innocent, but laudable ; as it 
Mirth was made for Reprobates, and 
Chearſulneſs of Heart denied thoſe who are 
the only Perſons that have a proper Title 
tO It, Rs 

It is not the Buſineſs of Virtue or Reli- 
gion, to extirpate the Affections of the 
Mb ind, but to regulate them. They may 
moderate or reſtrain, but were not deſign'd 
to baniſh Gladneſs from the Heart of Man. 


Religion contracts the Circle of our hea 
h ures, 
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ſures, but leaves it wide enough for her 


in 
be Volaries to expatiate in. The Contempla- 
not tion of the Divine Being, and the Exerciſe 
heir of Virtue, are in their own Nature ſo 
of far from excluding all Gladneſs of Heart, 
em that they are perpetual Sources of it. In a 
te a Word, the true Spirit of Religion clears, 
nte- as well as compoſes the Soul : It baniſhes, 
up indeed, all Levity of Behaviour, all vicious 
8 and diſſolute Mirth ; but in Exchange, fills 
© it the Mind with a perpetual Serenity, unin- 
Ic terrupted Chearfulneß, and an habitual In- 
ety, clination to pleaſe others, as well as to be. 
ove pleaſed in itſelf, : 
fe, It is the Remark of Plutarch, that our 
rief great Ignorance of, and Want of Acquaint- 
ears ance with the Divine Beings, moſt natural- 
rom ly runs in two Streams; whereof the one, 
all in harſh and coarſe Tempers, as in dry and 
are ſtubborn Soils, produces Atheiſin; and the 
1s if other, in the moſt tender and flexible, as in 
and moiſt and yielding Grounds, a ſuperſtitious 
are Dread. | 
[itle Atheiſm, which is a misjudging that 
there are no bleſſed and incorruptible 
Reli- Beings, tends yet, by a Diſbelief of their 
the Divinity, to bring Men to a Sort of Un- 
may concernedneſs and Indifferency of Temper : 
on'd For the Deſign of thoſe that deny a God, 
Han. is to eaſe themſelves of this Fear. But 


Superſtition appears by its Appellation to 
3 be 
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be a diſtemper'd Opinion and Conceit, 
productive of ſuch mean and abject Ap- 


prehenſions, as debaſe and break a Man's 


Spirits; while he thinks there are divine 


Powers indeed, but withal, ſour and vin- 
dictive Ones. So that the Atheiſt is not at 


all, and the Superſtitious is not duly, affect- 
ed with the Thoughts of Ged ; Ignorance 
depriving the One of the Senſe of his Good- 
neſs, and ſuperadding to the Other a Per- 
ſuaſion of his Cruelty. Ather/m then is but 
falſe Reaſoning ſingle, but Superſtition ſu- 
peradds a Paſſion, 

This then is the very Caſe of the Atheift, 
and blind Devotionary : The former ſees 
not God at all ; the latter believes his Ex- 
iſtence: The former wholely overlooks 
bim; but the latter miſtakes his Benignity 


for Terror: his paternal Affection for Ty- 
ranny ; his Providence for Cruelty ; and 


his frank Simplicity for Savageneſs and 
Brutality. 

We ought particularly to defend our 
Reaſon againſt both thefe abominable 


Errors : To deny the Being of a Divini!y, 


and utterly to throw off his Protection 


and Providence, is the greateſt Injury 


we can do to our own Souls: So to con- 


feſs him, and yet with that ſervile Fear 
that may prejudice his Mercy, 1s a Pro- 


phanation of his ſacred Eſſence, As we 
| | | ought 


--. 
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ought to reſt aſſured that there is a Cod, 


ſo let us believe that there is One will 
take care of us, both under a preſent 
Affliction, and the Apprehenſion of a di- 
ſtant Evil. So ſhall we be ſecure, that 
either God, by his Providence, will prevent 
the Evils we fear, or will ſupport us under 


them when they come. It 1s impoſſible 


for any Man who ſees only the ſmalleſt 


Part of the Univer/e, to doubt of a free 


and ſupream Being, until by the Senſe of 
his Wickedneſs it becomes his Intereſt 
there ſhould be none. For certainly there 


never was any Man who ſaid there was 


no God, but he wiſhed it firſt, When 
Men live as if there were no God, it be- 
comes expedient for them that there 
ſhould be none; and then they endea- 
your to perſuade themſelves ſo; and are 
glad to find: Arguments to fortify them- 
ſelves in that Perſuaſion. It was good 
Counſel given to the Athenians, to be very 
careful Philip of Macedon was dead, be- 
fore they expreſs'd their Joy at his Death, 


leaſt they, might find him alive to revenge 


their haſty Triumph; ; and fo let the Athe- 
iſts be ſure there is no God, before they 
preſume thus to defy him, leaſt they find 
him at laſt aſſert his Being in. their De- 
ſtruction. 


9 4 Weak 
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Weak Man, that loves to deceive him- 
ſelf with ſuperficial Arguments, and film 
over the Wound of his Folly, has too of- 
ten queſtioned the Certainty of Providence, 
from the Compaſſion and long Suffering of 
the Divinity, from the Calamities under 


which the Good and Virtuous groan, 


from the Proſperity of thoſe that deſerve 
it not, and the Impunity of Wretches 
who ſeem to dare the Arm of Vengeance, 
and provoke God to aſſert his Omnipo- 
tence. It becomes not the ſupreme Deity, 
ſay theſe Caſuifts, to be remiſs in any 
thing, but more elpecially in the Proſecu- 


tion of the Wicked; ſince they themſelves 


are no Ways negligent or dilatory in doing 


Miſchief, but are always driven on by the 


moſt rapid Impetuoſities of their Paſſions to 


Acts of Injuſtice. 
It is a Saying of Thucydides, That Re- 
venge which follows Injury cloſeſt at the 


Heels, preſently puts a Stop to the Progreſs 
of ſuch as make Advantage of ſucceſsful 
Wickedneſs : Therefore there 1s no Debt, 
with ſo much Prejudice put off, as that 
of Juſtice; for it weakens the Hopes of 


the Perſons wronged, and renders them 
comfortleſs and penſive, but heightens 


the Boldneſs and daring Inſolence of the 


Oppreſſor. Were the Impieties of enor- 


mous Tranſgreſſors, wy theſe ſhallow Dy- 
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putants, ſingly ſcourged and repreſſed by 
immediate Severity, 1t would bring them 
at Length to a Senſe of their Folly, hum- 
ble them, and ſtrike them with an Awe 
of the Divine Being, whom they find with 
a watchful Eye beholding the Actions and 
Paſſions of Men, and feel to be no dila- 


| tory, but a ſpeedy Avenger of Iniquity : 
' Whereas the ſame remiſs and ſlow-paced 


Juſtice, as Euripides deſcribes it, that falls 


upon the Wicked by Accident, by rea- 


fon of its Incertainty, ill-timed Delay, and 
diſorderly Motion, ſeems rather to reſemble 


Chance than Providence. 


The old Heathens, who had more per- 
fect Notions of a ſuperior Providence, 
than theſe weak Chriſtians, wiſely paint- 
ed Divine Vengeance, Plumbers Pedibus, 
at ferreis Manibus, with Leaden Feet, but 
with Tron Hands: Intimating, that how- 
ever ſlowly the juſt Vengeance of the 
Gods crept after Offenders, yet when it 
once over-took them in their Iniquity, its 
Severity would compenſate for the De- 
lay, and their Reprieve from Sorrow. 
How bold and daring an Arrogance is it 
m Us, that are but mortal Men, to dive 

ico far into the incomprehenſible My- 
ſteries of the Divinity! It is more ridi- 
culous, as well as inſolent, than if Per- 


| tans wholly void of Knowledge, ſhould 


O 5 undertake 
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undertake to judge of the Methods and 
Reaſon of cunning Artiſts by ſlight Opi- 
nions, and probable Conjectures of their 
own. How deſpicable ſhould we account 
the Man, who underftands nothing of 
the Science, yet would be giving Reaſons 
jor a Phyſicians Proceeding with his Pa- 
tient; and why he rather gave Lenitives, 
than 'harther . So likewiſe it is 
neither eaſy nor ſafe, to ſpeak other- 
wite of the ſupream Being, than only 
this, That he alone it is, who knows the 
moſt convenient Time to apply proper 
Corroſives ſor the Cure of Sin and Impiety; 
and, as Medicines, to adminiſter Puniſh- 
ments to every Tranſgreſſor; yet not con- 
ned to an equal Qualicy and Meaſure 
common to all Diftempers, nor to one 
and the ſame Time. Pindar, ſpeaking of 
the eterna] Ruler and Lord of all Things, 
gives him the Title of the moſt perfect? 
Artificer ; as being the great Author and 
Diſtributor of Juſtice, to whom it properly 
belongs to determine, at what Time, 1n 
what Manner, and to what Degree, to pu- 
niſh every particular Offender, 
There is no greater Benefit that Men 
ean enjoy from God, than by the Imi- 
tation and Purſuit of theſe Perfections, and 
that Sanctity which is in him, to be ex- 
cited to the Study of Virtue, T 28 5 
| | , 
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he, with Forbearance, and at Leiſure, in- 
flicts his Pumſhments upon the Wicked; 
not that he is afraid of committing an 


Error, or of repenting, ſhould he acce- 
lerate his Indignation; but to eradicate 


that brutiſh and eager Deſire of Revenge 


that reigns in human Breaſts; and to teach 
us, that we are not, in the Heat of Fury, 


nom when our Anger heaving ſwells up 


above our Underſtanding, to fall upon thoſe 
who have done us an Injury, like ſuch. 
as ſeek to gratify a vehement Thirſt or 
craving Appetite ; but that we ſhould, in 
Imitation of this Mildneſs and Forbearance, 
with due Compoſure of Mind (till after 
ſuch ſufficient Time for Conſideration 
taken, as may admit of no Repentancc) 
give Way to the Deſire of Chaſtiſement or 


Correction. 


Probable it is, ſays Plutarch, that God, 
whatever diſtempered Soul it be which 
he perſecutes with his divine Juſtice, 
obſerves the Motions and Inclinations of 
it, whether they be ſuch as tend to Re- 
pentance; and allows Time for the Reform- 
ation of thoſe, whoſe Wickedneſs is nei- 
ther invincible, or incorrigible ; wcll- 
knowing, what a Proportion of Virtue, 
Souls from himſelf, conveyed to Gene- 
ration, carry along with them, and how 
ſtrong and vigorous their innate and pri- 
Q 6 mitive 
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mitive Good yet continues : For Wicked- 
neſs buds forth preternaturally upon the 
Corruption of bad Diet, and evil -Con- 
verſation; but then ſome Souls recover- 
ing again to perfect Cure, or an indif- 
ferent Habitude, is the Reaſon the Deity 


does not inflict his Puniſhments alike 


upon all, | 
Were this Argument of ten thouſand 
Times leſs Force and Prevalence than 
it is, the certain Remorſe of Conſcience 
in the Guilty, is a convincing Argument 
of a Divine Providence, a tacit Condemna- 
tion of them for acting againſt their 


Duty; and in thoſe Duties, which ſhould 
be perform'd, is Religion implied. Are 


not the Minds of the Impious diſtreſe d 


with Fears and Sorrows, ungrateful Re- 
membrances, Suſpicions of Futurity, and 


Diſtruſts of preſent Accidents? And what 
do theſe Anxieties and Terrors amount 
to, but Accuſations for omitted Duties? 
Every Man is a little World within him- 
ſelf; and in this little World, there is a 
Court of Judicature erected, wherein, next 
under God, the Conſcience ſits as the ſu- 
preme Judge, from whom-there is no Ap- 
peal z that paſſeth Sentence upon us, upon 
all our Actions, upon all our Intentions 3 
tor our Perſons, ablolving one, condemn- 
ing another; for our Actions, allowing one, 
: forbidding 
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forbidding another: If that condemn us, 
in vain ſhall all the World beſide acquit us; 
and if that clear us, the Doom which the 
World paſſeth upon us, is frivolous and 
ineffectual. 

But allowing that the Delay of Sinners 
Puniſnments be no Argument againſt the 
Over-ruling of Providence, and that Con- 
ſcience is the Appeal, in our Boſom, of 
Right or Wrong, yet there are other 
miſtaken Notions countenanced amongſt 
Men, to the Diſcouragement of Religion. 
It is too frequently looked upon as an 
Object of Terror, an Extinguiſher of Plea- 
ſure and Vivacity, a Motive of Reſerve, 
and Gloomineſs; that it muſt draw Men 
from all Converſe and ſocial Enjoyment, 
and tie them up to Solitude and Con- 
templation. Theſe Views are all of Pre- 
judice and Error; for, as I have already 
obſerved, true Religion is chearful and 
affable, delights in all innocent Pleaſures, 


and only controuls thoſe that are guilty : 


The rigid and preciſe Demeanour, is rather 
Pharifaical, than devout. 
Religion has a Superiority above all 
other things, and is as neceſſary to our 
living happy in this World, as it is to our 
being ſaved in the next; it makes Men 
obedient to Government, and conformable 
to Laws; it makes Men peaccable 80 
eac 
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each other; it heals the Natures of Men, 
and ſweetens their Spirits; it corrects 
their Paſſions, and mortifies all thoſe Luſts, 
which are the Cauſes of Enmities and Di- 
viſions. If Men would live as Religion 
requires they ſhould, the World would 
be a quiet Habitation: And the true Rea- 
ſon why the Societies of Men are ſo full of 
Tumult and Diſorder, is, becauſe there 


is fo little true Religion among them. 


So that if it were not for ſome ſmall Re- 
mainders of Piety and Virtue, which are 
yet ſcattered amongſt Mankind; human 
Society would in a ſhort Time diſband 


and run into Confuſion, the Earth would 


grow wild and become a great Foreſt, 
and Men would turn Beaſts of Prey One 
to Another. Indecent Feuds and Hoſtili- 


ties have wen ip of Old, the Reproach of 


human Kind. 


Sevis inter ſe convenit 2 93 
Homo homini Lupus, 


ſays Juvenal : The rugged Bears live in 


Amity with themſelves : But one Man is 


as a Wolf to another, and would tear his 


Throat out. 
Religion has ſo great an Influence upon 
the Felicity of Man, that it ought to be up- 


held out of Regard to their Temporal 8 
102 an 
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and Proſperity, as well as to their eternal: 
It qualifies all Sorts of Men, and makes 
them in public Affairs, the more ſervice- 
able; Governors apter to rule with Con- 
ſrience; and Inferiors, for Conſcience ſake, 
the willinger to obey. _ 

Thoſe, who upon the Pretence of the 


Difficulties: of Religion, - abandon them- 


ſelves to a wicked Courſe of Life, may 
eaſily be convinc'd (though, perhaps, when 
* is too late) that they took more Pains to 


make themſelves miſerable, than they need 


have done, to bring themſelves to Happineſs. 


There is no Proportion betwixt the Sufferings 


of this World, and the Glories of the next: 
Between Heaven, and an Eſtate; between 
the Span of a Man's Life, and the Days of 
Eternity. Theſe things conſidered, Lakes 
it to be a Chriſtian's Duty to be moderate 


in his Purſuits here; to walk by Faith, 


and not by Sight; and tranſplant his Af. 


fections from Earth to Heaven. A Per- 


ſon truly religions, prefers Regularity of 
Practice, Peace of Conſcience, Divine Fa- 
vour, and Expectations beyond Death, to 
all other things. Thoſe who are not willing 
to part with their Eaſe, to balk their Plea- 
ſure, to ſacrifice their Intereſt upon this 
Score, are ſhort in their Piety God is the 
ne Object of their Deſire. And, cer- 


tainly, 
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tainly, when our Faith is once ſoared to 


his Knowledge, our Practice muſt follow 
that Knowledge, with Obedience to his 
Commands, ' and Adherence to enjoin'd 
Duty, Nor let the Words of Duty and 


Obedience ſcare us ; for we have our Sa- 


viour's own Aſſurance to encourage us, 
That his Yoke i eaſy, and his Burthen 
ell” 5: 

In ſhort, when we are once come to 
believe the Exiſtence of a God ; we can- 
not but worſhip him, or know we Sin in 
not doing it; and after this, Morality will 
be a great Part of our Religion. All our 
Taſk is to live ſo uprightly, as not to in- 


cur the Reproach of our own Conſcience 


to love our Neighbours, to do Juſtice be- 
twixt Man and Man, by the ſame Meaſure 
and Proportion as we defire it ſhould be 
returned to ourſelves. Theſe are the In- 


junctions which will ſecure our Happineſs 


hereafter, and can be no Bar to our pre- 
ſent Enjoyments. We may be devout, and 
not preciſe ; religious and not auſtere ; may 
keep up to all the Offices and Commands 


of Obedience impoſed, yet not be re- 


ſtrained from any Pleaſures innocent or rea- 
ſonable. So that Religion is only a Curb to 
Tempers of Impiety, a Reſtriction on 


P Ws, a Bar to Libertiniſm, and a 


ſtrong 


LY 


But where our Inclinations and our Plea- 
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ſtrong, Check to Injuſtice and Immorality : 
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ſures are bounded by Reaſon,” Honour, and 
Morality, Religion is a choice Companion [ 
and Comforter, a Guide and Counſellor, a j 
Spur to, and a Seaſoner of our Recreations, 
the Life of Society, and Relief of our So- 


litude. 


DET RACTION. 


DETRACTION. 


DETRACTION and Calumny are 


certainly the meaneſt and moſt unge- 


nerous Vices a Man can be guilty of; they 


make us vilely prey on the Reputation of 


another, without the leaſt real Addition to 


our own, I muſt confeſs I ſhould always 
ſuſpect that Man to have a very ſlender 
Pretence to Merit, who would labour to 
impoſe this Belief upon me, by declaim- 
ing at the Imperfections of another. They 
are Frailties which carry a. great Spice of 
Envy with them, without any noble Mix- 
ture of Emulation. If I muſt look into 
the Failings of a third Perſon, I ought to 
make them Leſſons of Inſtruct ions to my- 
felf ; to refine upon his Deficiencies, not 
declaim on them. I remember a very 
good Reprimand to Cenſure, in a Play 


of Shakeſpear's , Give every Man accord- 


ing to his Deſerts, ſays he, and who fhall 
eſcape whipping : Let us examine whether 
we do not, in ſome Reſpect, W 5 

OY Laſh, 
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Laſh, before we bind up the Scourge for 


our Neighbour. 5 
e Slander, ſays Theophrafius,. is, a ſecret 
4 Propenſity of Mind; to think ill of all 


- Men, and afterwards to utter ſuch Senti- 

ments in ſcandalous. Expreſſion. It has 

[ been an Infirmity that has flouriſh'd in all 
5 Times; and the Old World, as well as 
the New, produced Advocates for Defa- 


re mation. There is a little Spleen inherent 
e- in human Nature; when it is not corrected 
ey and altered by Religion or Philoſophy, feeds 
of itſelf on gleaning up Imperfections; which 
to is very liberal of diſgorging itſelf to the 
ys Diſadvantage of others, but very ſparing, 
er and unwilling to allow them the real Merit 
to of their good Actions, | 

m- | 

ey There is a Luſt in Man, no Charm can tame, 
of | Of loudly publifhing bis Neighbours Shame: 
x- On Eagles Wings immortal Scandals fly, 

1to While virtusus Actions are but born, aud die; 
to 

W- ſays Juvenal. As I have already on a 
bot different Subject, in this Treatiſe, taken 
ry notice that Jealouſy of another's Virtue 
Jay is a tacit Confeſſion of our own want of 
rd. Merit, ſo I may with Reaſon ſay the ſame 
1all of Detraction. We ſhould never liſten 
her to the injurious Reports, if we were not 
the | doubtful 
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doubrful our own Characters ſtood in 
Need of being defended from a Plea of 
Error in that of our Neighbour ; and were 
conſcious our Reputation muſt ſtand on the 
Bottom of Frailties, with which others are 
overtaken, Aliquando bonus dormitat Ho- 
merus, has been an Excuſe for too many 
Errors in Poeſy. The great Homer, was 
ſometimes aſleep, and why ſhould we be 
denied the Privilege of Nodding ? Theſe 
Sort of Arguments, I ſay, found our Ex- 
emption from precedented Error ; inſtead 
of which we ſhould owe our Characters only 
to our Merit, and not viſible Defaults in 


others. It is an honeſt and worthy Maxim 
of Menander's. 
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He that lends an eaſy and credulous Ear to 


Calumny, 1s either a Man of very ill Morals, 
or has no more Senſe and Underſtanding than 
a Child. We take ſo many Notions from 
Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſions, that the Faults 
we are too fond of declaiming againſt, are 
generally founded on Suggeſtions of Par- 
iality 3. yet we give our Tongues as great 
a Looſe in running them down, as if they 
were 


in 
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were not only real Blots, but as if we 


ourſelves were out of a Poſlibility of be- 


ing cenſured for any Errors or Slips in 


Conduct. 3 
1 ö remember to have read amongſt the 
Epiſtles of Phalaris, a Reproof from that 


Tyrant, to Cleoſtratus; which is a Leſſon 


of general Advice to all ſuch as indulge 


themſelves in a Liberty of Carping and 


Calumny : I can but think it (ſays he) a 


Subject of Laughter, as well as Wonder, 
that you take upon you to play the Cen- 
ſor, and ſet up for a Reformer of Man- 
ners; Tov Yap G ν⁰¹ ei iαα E j 
abr Ml Nai Xe maons mo meine : For 
be that reſumes a Pretenſion of correfting 
others, ought to be free from the Imputati- 
ons of the leaſt Propenſity to Vice himſelf. 
But however ſevere and cenſorious we are, 
as to the Errors of others, we carry a per- 
verſe fooliſh Fondneſs in our Boſoms, which 
will not let us diſcern half our own Imper- 
fections; and thoſe we do diſcern, teaches 
us to connive at *em. 


Stultus & improbus bic amor eſt, dignuſque 
nolari. | 
Cum tua pervideas oculis mala lippuis inunttis: 
Cur in amicorum Vitiis tam cernis acutum, 
Quam aut Aquila, aut Serpens Epidaurius? 
ſays 
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ſays Horace, If Men would but take ſe- 
date Reaſons along with their Paſſion, they 
muſt conclude that they cannot monopolize 
the Privilege of Defamation ; that the Airs 
they give themſelves, will be taken notice 


of, and the Liberties they uſe with other 


People's Characters, end in the World's 
Examination of their own, As a Spirit of 
Detraction and Calumny makes a Man 
ſhunn'd, and hated by Company, who look 
upon him like a baſe Writ of Enguiry into 
their Words and Actions, ſo on the con- 
trary, a candid Diſpoſition, that is for 
taking every thing by the beſt Handle, as 
our Vulgar term it, that is, rather for find- 
ing an Excuſe for an Error, than ſpreading 
it out in its blackeſt Colours; ſuch a can- 
did Diſpoſition, I ſay, gives a Man Love, 
Reſpect, and Reverence, makes him em- 
braced and courted by all Society, is a 
Curb on Scandal and Backbiting, and gains 
him the Applauſe even of thoſe Revilers, 
who delight in ſpeaking evil. 

We ought to make uſe of Generoſity in 
our Cenſures, and ſpare giving our Opinions 
in ſuch Manner, as may ſavour of Rancour 
and ill natured Severity. 

There is hardly an Error, but may be 
palliated by a favourable Conſtruction, and 
made more black than it really is, by the 

Venom 
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Venom of a malicious Tongue, and the 


Oratory of ill Will. Now, as this is cer- 
tain beyond Contradiction, it is much no- 
bler in us to ſalve, than declaim againſt the 


Imperfections of our Fellow - Creatures; 


Quia fit quedam virtutibus ac vitiis vicinitas, 


nendum proximd derivatione verborum, ut 
pro temerario fortem, pro prodigo liberalem, 


pro avaro parcum vocemus ! ſays Quintili- 
an, That becauſe there 1s a certain Near- 
neſs and Affinity in Virtues and Vices, 
we are to make uſe of the Word that 
comes neareſt to the Expreſſion of the 
thing, ſo that we muſt ſtile a raſh Man 
brave, a Prodigal liberal, and a Miſer ſa- 
ving. We ſhould look on the Failings of 
another, as a Father does on the Deformities 
of his Children; term Squinting, a Caſt 
of the Eye; immoderate Laughter, the 
Heighth of good Humour; and impertinent 
Loquacity, the Deſire of being obliging in 
Company. 

Bat, for the Generality, we are ſo much 
the Reverfe of this, that we are even for 
grimacing upon Virtue, and turning good 
Qualities into Ridicule, So our Gall and 
Satyr are but employed, no Matter whe- 
ther the Occaſion be juſt or reaſonable, 
we have the Pleaſure of ſatisfying a De- 
pravity of Appetite ; and it is the ſame 

| thing 
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thing to us, though it be at the Expence 
of Virtue. 

It is a Maxim in one of Demoſthenes's 
Orations, that used a jpceTei Tx heco, to be 
guilty of no Errors, is only peculiar to the 
Divine Nature, and it is as certain, that 
meer Man is ſubject to many: None are 
abſolutely good, but by Compariſon with 
thoſe who are worſe; and he ſtands in the 
higheſt Rank of Perfection, who is leaſt 
infected with the ſpreading Frailties. There- 
fore to judge honeſtly and impartially, we 
are to put good Qualities in the Balance 


againſt the bad ones; and if the Scale of 


the firſt outweighs, the Jatter ought not to 
be brought into Account. 

In ſhort, to overcome the Spirit of De. 
traction in us, we ſhould look with ſevere 
and unbiaſg'd Eyes into our own Boſoms, 
examine our Actions and Conduct, and lc: 
what Levities we have from Nature, and 
how many more we have contracted by 
Cuſtom. When we have diſcovered a Fault, 
let us peruſe ourſelves yet cloſer, to try 
what Figure we make under it, and with 
what Eyes we ſhould behold it in another 
Perſon. We ſhould take the Beam out of 
our own Eye, before we pluck the Mote out 
of that of our Brother. 

It is well known, that we only approve 


of others, for the Reſemblance we imagine 
they 


guil 
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they bear to our ſelves; yet the ſame Vices 
which are deformed and inſupportable in 
others, we don't feel in ourſelves; they are 


not burdenſome to us, but ſeem to reſt with- 


out Weight, as in their proper Center. 
Such an one, ſpeaking of another, draws a 
diſmal Picture of him, not in the leaſt 
imagining, that, at the ſame Time, he 
is painting himſelf. There is nothing, in- 
deed, would make us amend our own Faults 
o readily, as to be able impartially to diſ- 

cern and avow them in others. Tis at this 
jaſt Diſtance, that they appear what they 
are, and raiſe in us an Indignation equal to 
their Demerit. Now, wife Conduct turns 
upon two Axes; the Paſt, and the Future: 
He who, has a faithful Memory, and great 
Foreſight, is out of Danger of cenſuring 
n others, _ thoſe Faults, he may have been 
guilty of himſelf; or condemning an Action 
which is a parallel Caſe, and in like Circum- 
ſtances would be impoſſible tor him to avoid. 

it is monſtrous to conſider, how eaſy and 
pleaſed we are, when we rally, play upon, 


and deſpiſe others; and how angry and cho- 


leric, when we are ourſelves rally'd, play'd 
ypon, and deſpis'd. 

[t is obſervable, that Fer fond Peo- 
ple are of Detraction and Calumny them- 
ſelves, they always look with Scorn upon 
nol who exerciſe theſe Talents before 


* them; 
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them; and however true they may judge 
the Tenor of their Raillery, they conſider 
it as the Produce of Envy, and ſeem un- 
willing to give that an Ear, which perhaps, 
they triumph in reporting to a freſh Com- 
e NP : 
In a Word, all Backbiting, Degrading, 


and Detraction, are Vices too mean for Men 


of Honour and Principles to think of, much 
more to praiſe: I would not rafhly rob a 
Man of his Reputation, even in my private 
Thoughts; or hold him in light Eſtima- 
tion, for ſuch Failings, as I expe& every 
one ſhould either overlook or pardon in my- 
ſelf. Tis the Charter of the Female Sex, 
to calumniate: Scandal is the Privilege of 
the Tea Table and Drawing- Room: And 1 


would never have our Sex contend with 


them in that which they account a Pleaſure, 
but we muſt eſteem a Falling from Honour. 


a 


TALKATIVE 


TALKATIVENESS. 


T is a troubleſome and difficult Taſk 
which Philoſophy undertakes in going 
about to cure the Diſeaſe, or rather Itch of 
intemperate Prating: For that Words, 
which are the ſole Remedy againſt it, re- 
quire Attention. But they who. are given 


toprate, will hear no body; as being a Sort 
of People that loves to be always talking 


themſelves. 

If we would define Loquacity, fays 
Theophraſtus, it is an exceſſive Intempe- 
rance of Words. The Prater will not 
ſuffer any Perſon in Company to tell his 
own Story, but let it be what it will, tells 
you, you miſtake the Matter: He only 
apprehends the Thing right; and if you 
pleaſe to hear him, he will make it very 
clear to you. The Interruptions of theſe 
impertinent Talkers, as they make them 
the Marks of Ridicule, ſo are they moſt 


unreaſonable Methods ot ſupporting Con- 


& 2 verſation. 
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verſation. They weary out a Man with the 
Volubility of their poor Rhetoric, and teize 


him into a Deteſtation of Society in general, 


for fear of being worried.. I would as wil- 


lingly ſuffer the Torment and Gratings of a 


thouſand diſcordant Sounds, as to be run out 
of all Temper, and talked out of Pati- 
ence, by theſe eternal Triflers. 
The principal Vice of loquacious Per- 
ſons, is that their Ears are ſtopped to eve- 
ry Thing but their own Impertinences: 
This I rake to be a willing Deafneſs in 
Men, controuling and contradicting Na- 
ture, that has given us two Ears, though 
but one Tongue. As ſedate and mode- 
rate People retain what is ſpoken-to them 
ſo, on the contrary, whatever is ſaid to 
talkative Perſons, runs through them as 
through a Cullender; and then they whiſk 
about from Place to Place, like empty Veſ- 
ſels, void of Senſe or Wit, but making a 
hideous Noiſe. We frequently talk with 
Impetuoſity in Cumpany, through Vanity 
or Humour, rarely with neceſſary Caution 
deſirous to reply, before we have heard 
out the Queſtion, we follow our. own No- 
tions, and explain them, without the leaſt 
Regard to other Mens Reaſons. Were a 
Man to hear and write down theſe Con— 
verſations, he would ſee, perhaps, a great 
74125 38 many 
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many good Things ſpoken, but with little 
Conſideration and leſs Coherence. It muſt 
be acounted a ſad Thing, when Men have 
neither Wit enough to ſpeak well, nor 
Judgment enough to hold their Tongues; 
for this co oe is the Foundation of all Im- 

ertinence. 

Where Garrality a curable Vice i in Na- 
ture, one would think your great Talkers 
ſnould be broke of that Faculty, by ſeeing 
the Uneaſineſs it puts their Hearers under: 


For when a Fool, full of Noiſe and Talk 


enters into a Room where Friends are 
met to diſcourſe, to regale or be merry, 


the whole Company are huſhed of a ſud- 


den, and afraid of giving him any Oc- 
caſion to ſet his Tougue upon the Career. 
And if he once begin to open, they are 
glad to ſheer off, and avoid the Perſecu- 
tion: Like Seamen, that foreſeeing an im- 
mediate Storm and rowling of che Waves, 


when they hear the North-Wind bo- 


gin to whiſtle from an adjoining Pro- 
montory, make all the Sail they can 
and haſten into Harbour. I mult confeſs 
when a Man expreſſes himſelf well upon 
any Occaſion, and his falling into an Ac- 
count of any Subject ariſing from a Defire 

to oblige the Company; or from Fullnets 
of the Circumſtance itſelf, ſo that his 


T2 ipeak- 
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ſpeaking of it at large is occaſioned only 
by the Openneſs of a Companion; I ſay, in 
ſuch a Caſe as this, it is not only par- 
donable, but agreeable, when a Man takes 
the Diſcourſe to himſelf: But when you 
ſee a Fellow watch Opportunities for 
being copious, it is exceſſively trouble- 
ſome. 4 3 * "Y 1 Dat 

It is an Obferyation of Plutarch, That 
there is no Member in human Bodies, 
which Nature has ſo ſtrongly incloſed with- 
in a double Forttfication, as the Tongue, 
entrenched within with a Barricado of ſharp 
Teeth, to the End that when he refuſes 
to be ruled by Reaſon, that holds the Reins 
of Silence within, we ſhould fix our Teeth 
in it till the Blood comes, rather than 
ſuffer the inordinate and unreaſonable 
Din. OE De T9910 4 
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ſays Heſiod: A provident Tongue is a moſt 
'  waluable Treaſure in Man; and there is much 
Grace in uſing it with Diſcretion, and obſerv- 
ing 4a Medium. But Men that Jet their 


Tongue run at random, rend and tear 


the Ears with their Tautologies; like 


thoſe, that after Table- Books have been 


newly 


* 
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newly cleanſed and wiped, deface them 


again with their Impertinent Scrawls and 
Scratches. It was a good and ſeaſonable 


| Reproof of Ariſtotlèes to an egregious 


Prater, that had perplex*d him with many 
abſurd Stories, and concluded every one 
with this: idle Repetition, And is not this 
a wonderful Thing, Ariſtotle? No Wonder 
at all, ſaid the Philoſopher, his; but if a 


Man fbould ſtand ſtill to bear you prate thus, 
who had two Legs to run away, that were a a 


IWonder indeed. 5 1 5 
Another, Thing, that ſhould be a conſi- 
derable Mortification to theſe intempc- 


rate Tattlers, is, That their Diſcourſe is 
ſeldom heard with Attention: For when 


there is no avoiding the Vexation of one 


of theſe chattering Fops, Nature has af- 
forded us this Happiueſs, that it is in the 
Power of the Soul, to lend the outward 
Ears of the Body, and endure the Brunt 
of the Noiſe, while ſhe retires to the re- 
moter Apartments of the Mind, and there 
employs herſelf in better and more uſeful 
Thooghts. Indeed, the Undulation of the 
Sounds about my Head, may, in ſome 
Meaſure, interrupt my Meditations, but 
even by thoſe imperfet Snatches of 
Thought, I am redeemed from being tor- 
tured wich his whole Loguacity. 


1 May 
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May not a Man that indulges himſelf ! in 
an immoderate Humour of Talking, be as 


” juſtly ſaid to be inebriated with Wards, 


as another may be with Wine? For he 
has really as little Command of his Tongue, 
as if the Vapours of the Liquor were 
mounted up to his Brain; he is intoxica- 
ted with Rattle, and his whole Diſcourfe, 


as it were, runs a-head. The Philoſo- 


phers, defining Drunkenneſs, call it a De- 
lirium, or Madneſs, through immoderate 
drinking of Wine. So that Drinking is' 
not condemned, provided a Man keep 
himſelf within the Bounds of Silence and 
Moderation. Only vain and ſilly Diſcourſe 


makes drinking of Wine to be Drunken- 


neſs. 


They that make an ill and inconſider- 


ate Uſe of Speech, which is the moſt de- 
lightful Means of human Converſe, ren- 
der it both troubleſome and unſociable ; 
moleſting thoſe whom they think to gra- 
tify, derided by thoſe whoſe Eſteem and 
Admiration they covet, and offenſive to 
ſuch whoſe Love and Friendſhip they ſeek. 
Now, among all other Maladies, and Paſ- 
ſions, ſome are dangerous, others hateful, 

and others ridiculous; but in fooliſh Pra- 
ting, all theſe Inconveniencies concur, They 
are derided when 7 make Relations of 
common 


TALKATIVENESS. 321 
common Matters; they are hated for bring- 


ing unwelcome Tidings; and they are in 


Danger for divulging of Secrets. The 
Tongue of one Man prevented Rome from 
recovering her Freedom, by the Deſtruc- 
tion of Nero: And Families, . Cities, and 
States, have been ruin'd by the looſe and 
inconſiderable Babbling of thoſe, who had 
not the Power of Silence and Secrecy. 
It is a Remark of Plutarch, That if the 
Queſtion were to be aſked, Which were 
the worſt and moſt pernicious Sort of Peo- 
ple, he does not doubt but that every Man 
would agree to ſay a Traytor, that is not 
aſham?d to build his Fortune on Treachery, 
and the betraying of his Country. And yet 
a Prattler 1s a ſort of Traytor, whom no 
Man needs to hire; for that he offers him- 
ſelf officiouſly, and of his own Accord; nor 
does he betray to the Enemy either Horſe or 
Walls; but whatever he knows of public or 
private Concerns, requiring the greateſt Se- 
crecy, that he diſcloſes, whether it be 10 
Courts of Judicature, in Conſpiracies, or 
Management of State Affairs; *tis all one, 
he expects not ſo much as the Reward of be- 
ing thank'd for his Pains; rather he will 
return Thanks to them who give him Au- 
dience, Rs is 
I would not be conceived in what I 
| ' 5 have 


322 _TALKATIVENESS. 

have remark'd ſo much to aim at rallying 
this Intemperance of the Tongue, as art 
reforming and making a Cure of it. Yet 
no Man will accuſtom himſelf to avoid, 
and, as it were, to extirpate out of his 
Soul, a Vice, till he has firſt view'd it 


with an Averſion. Nor can we ever de- 


teſt thoſe evil Habits of the Mind as we 
ought to do, but when we rightly judge 


by Reaſon's Light, of the Prejudice they 


do us, and Ignominy we ſuſtain thereby. 
For Example, we find that theſe profuſe 


Babblers, defirous of being beloved, are 
univerſally hated : While they ſtudy to 


gratify, they become troubleſome; and 
while they ſeek to be admired, they are 
derided. In ſhort, they injure their Friends, 
advantage their Enemies, and undo them- 
felves. x i 
The likelieſt Remedies to cure this 
ſpreading Malady, are, to recollect in our 
ſelves the Infamies and Diſaſters which 
attend it, and to take into our ſerious 
Conſideration the Practice of what is quite 
oppoſite and contrary to it. Let us con- 
ider how much more belov'd, how much 
more admir'd, how far they are reputed 
to excell in Prudence, who deliver their 
Minds in few Words, who contract their 
Senſe within a ſmall Compaſs of _ 
than 


take, he is ſure to be derided by all the 
Company, 
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than ſuch as fly out into a Scope of Lan- 
guage, and ſuffer. their Tongues to run be- 
fore their Wit, But there is one Imper- 
tinence, which, above all Things, let us 


take ſpecial Heed of not flipping into, That 


when another is aſked the Queſtion, we 
do not chop in to prevent his return- 


ing an Anſwer. Such a Forwardneſs as 


this, is not only indecent, but injurious 


and affrontive: For thereby, we ſeem to 


intimate, that the Perſon to whom the Que- 


ſtion was put, was not able to reſolve it; 


and that the Propounder had not Diſcre- 
tion ſufficient to know of whom to aſk 
it, Now, many Times it happens, that 
we put Queſtions to ſome People, not for 
Want of an Anſwer, but only to mmilter 
Occaſion of Diſcourſe, to provoke them 
to Familiarity, and to have the Pleaſure 
of their Wit and Converſation : Therefore 
to prevent another in returning his An- 
ſwers, is the ſame Thing as to run and ſalute 
a Man, who deſigns to be ſaluted by ſome- 
body elſe; or to divert his Eyes upon our- 
ſelves, which were already fixed upon ano- 
ther. He that voluntarily preſumes to an- 
ſwer for another, gives Diſtaſte, let his An- 
{wer be never ſo rational; but if he miſ- 


'P6 A Man, 
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A Man, that ye nas, and ill Habit, 
is given to much Talk, ought to be ex- 
treamly careful, that he be not over haſty 
in his Anſwers, to ſuch as provoke him to 
Talk, on Purpoſe to make themſelves mer- 
ry, and to put an Affront upon him. 

For ſome there are, who, not out of any 


Deſire to be ſatisfied, but merely to pals 
away the Time, ſtudy certain Queſtions, 
and then propound them to Perſons who, 


they know, love to multiply Words, on 
Purpoſe to make themſelves Sport. Such 
Men therefore ought to take heed how 
they run headlong, and leap into Diſ- 


courſe, as if they were glad of the Oc- 


caſion; but to conſider the Behaviour of 
the Propounder, and the Benefit and Uſe- 
fulneſs of the Queſt ion. 

It behoves a Man that would return a 


pertinent Anſwer, to ſtay till he rightly | 


apprehends the Senſe, and underſtands the 
Intent of him that propounds the Que- 
ſtion, for Fear of running at random, or 
of giving one Anſwer for another, for 
Want of Conſideration what he ought to 
ſay ; which is the Effect of an over-haſty 
eal to be talking. 
Beſides, the profuſe Talker is of ſuch a 
Diſpoſition, that if any Diſcourſe happen, 
from which he might be able, to learn 
— 8 4 | ſome- 
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ſomething, and inform his Ignorance, That 


he refuſes and rejects; nor can you hire 


him to hold his Tongue; ſo that till he 
will be flinging out his Fooleries, as if he 


were Maſter of all the Knowledge in the 


World. We are not to eaſe and diſcharge 
ourſelves of our Words, as if they were a 
heavy Burthen which over- loaded us; for 
Speech remains as well when uttered, as be- 
fore: It was given us to uſe for Neceſſi- 
ty, for Inſtruction, and for Civility, but 
never for Superfluity. Homer gives almoſt 
conſtantly to Words the Epithet of Minged: 
For he that lets go a Bird: out of his Hand, 
does not eaſily catch her again: Neither 
is it poſſible for a Man to recall, and 

again in his Breaſt, a Word let ſlip —.— 
his Mouth. It is 4 n err e of the 
facetious Ovid, WITH 


SFO Nulli tacuiſſe nocet, nocet eſſe locutum. 


bun ſilent never did any hurt; too much 
Freedom of Speech has multiplied Miſ- 
chiefs. How highly the Virtue of Taci- 
turnity was eſteemed by the Ancients, is 
plain from the Injunction of the wiſe Py- 


_ thagoras; his Diſciples were to be ſilent 


for the firſt five Years of their Diſcipline z 
that 5 chis coinpell'd Reſtriftion, he 
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might be a Judge of their „Continence in 
Trials of leſs Difficulty, Tavrwv Ag N- 

_ wmwrolw'\tw Lyupolevmoriov 70 N Ap, 

ys Jamblichusz for to rule the Tongue, 
is eh. hardeſt of all Self. Subjection. The 

old Poet Theognis has many Rubs againſt 

Garrulity, in his ſententious Work : He 


lays, That it is a great Burden io a Lover of 


Pratile io bold his Tongue; but that ſpeak- 
ing without Fear or Wit, as we ſay, be is as 
burdenſome to his Company : That he is the 
general Averſion, but that the Mixture of fuch 


a Perſon is neceſſary for Table Tall at Meer. 
ings of Merriment. 
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not imply, that we are to be ſullen, or 
moroſely ſilent: This, inſtead of a Virtue, 
is 11]- Nature and Obſtinacy; and may ſhew 
the Reſerve more of a Spy, than the Guard 
of a prudent Man. This then in a Word, 
ſhould be our Regulation: If there be no- 
thing profitable in ſpeaking, nothing ne- 
ceſſary to them that hear what is ſaid, nothing 
of Satisfaction or Delight, by being thereby 
rendered acceptable to all Society, a 
a 
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in Talk will be but ſuperfluous : For Words 
u- may be in vain, and to no Purpoſe, as well 
1, as Deeds: And we ſhould always remember 
le, with Simonides, That he who is given to 
he Tall, has many Times an Occaſion to re- 
nſt pent him of his Words, but never that he 
He can hold his Tongue. 

ak- 
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I Thought no Subject could more proper- 


ly follow a Treatiſe of Garrulity, than 


the Impertinence of Curioſity, which is ſo 
frequently co-incident with itz and into 
which we often fall, purely for a Supply of 
Matter to keep our Tongues in Motion: For 
there are a ſort of People, that deſire to 


hear a great deal of News, that they may 


have Argument enough to prattle abroad: 
And theſe are the moſt diligent in the World 


to pry and divine into the Secrets of others; 


which they afterwards enlarge and aggra- 
vate with ſome old Stories and Fooleries of 
their own: And then they are like Children, 
that neither can endure to hold the Ice in 
their Hands, nor let it go. 

Plutarch has related a Story of a Barter, 
where this Complication of Loquacity and 
Itch of Intelligence are pleaſantly appa- 
rent: This Man was the firſt who report- 


* 
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el che News of the great Overthrow 
which the -Ath*1ia9s received in Si. ly : 

For, . being the firſt that heard the Rela- 
non of it in the Pyræum, from a Ser- 
vant of one who 923 eſcaped out of Bat- 
tle, he preſently left his Shop at Sixes and 
Sevens, and flew into the publickeſt Parts 


of the City, for Fear his Account ſhould 


come but at ſecond Hand. The Surprize 


cauſed a great Hubbub; and diligent En- 


quiry was ſoon made after the firſt Spreader 
of che News: The Barber being brought 
to examination, could give no Account 
of his Author, only one that he never f: aw 
or knew in his Life before, had told him 
the News. This incenſing the Multitude, 
Cords were immediately brought out, 
and the poor Barber was tied Neck and 
Heels together. Soon after, the News of 
the Defeat was confirm'd by ſeveral that 
had made a hard Shift to eſcape the Slaugh- 
ter. Upon this, the People were ſcattered 
every one to their own Home, to make 
their private Lamentation for their par- 
ticular Loſſes, and left the unfortunate 
Barber faſt bound, in which Condition he 
continued till late in the Evening, and then 
was let looſe, Yet did not this reform the 
Impertinence and Inquiſitiveneſs of the 
Fool; for no ſooner was he ſet at Liberty, 
but he would needs be enquiring of the 
| Fxe- 
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Executioner what News, and what was re- 
ported of the Manner of Nzcias the Gene- 
ral's being ſlafian. Fd 

The Spectator has furniſhed us with a 
very natural Characteriſtic of this Spe- 
cies of Impertinents : There is a Crea- 
ture, ſays be, who bas all the Organs 


of Speech, a tolerable good Capacity for 


conceiving what is faid to it, together 
with a pretty proper Behaviour in all the 
Occurrences of common Life; but natu- 
rally very vacant of. Thought in itſelf, 

ad therefore forced to apply itſelf. to 
foreign Aſſiſtances. Of this make is that 
Man who is very inquiſitive, You may 
often obſerve, that though he ſpeaks as 
good Senſe as any Man, upon any Thing 
with which he is well acquainted, he can- 
not truſt to the Range of his own Fancy, 
to entertain himſelf upon that Foundation, 
but goes on ſtill to new Enquiries; and 
the moſt trivial Diſcourſe is as welcome 
to a general Enquirer, as any other of 
more Conſequence could have been. The 
Truth is, the Inquiſitive are the Funnels 
of | Converſation ; they do not take in any 
Thing for their own Uſe, but merely to 
paſs it to another : They are the Channels 
through which all the Good and Evil, 
that is ſpoken in Town, are conveyed. 


Such as are offended at them, or _ 
: they 
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they ſuffer by their Behaviour, may them- 


ſelves mend that Inconvenience; for they 
are not a malicious Peoplez and if you 
will ſupply them, you may contradict 
any Thing [they have ; ſaid before by their 
own Mouths, As the Inquiſitive are ſuch 
merely from a Vacancy, in their Own 
Imaginations, there is nothing, methinks, 
ſo dangerous, as to communicate Secrets 
to them; for the ſame Temper of En- 
quiry makes them as impertinently com- 
municative. But no Man, though he con- 
yerſes with them, need put himſelf in their 
Power; for they will be contented with 
Matters of leſs Moment as well. Horaces 
Caveat of them is particularly levelled at 

their Intemperance of Talking: ö 


Percu natorem fugito, nam garrulus idem eſt, | 


Avoid the Man that is fond of ing 
Veſtions, for he's as free in divulging what 


be learns. 


One too often ſees this Humour ac- 
companied with an inſatiable Deſire of 
knowing what paſſes, without turning it 
to any Uſe in the World but merely their 
own Entertainment. This Curioſity when 
it happens without Malice or Self-Intereſt, 
lays up in the Imagination, a Magazine of 
Circumſtances, which cannot but enter- 

tain, 
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tain, when pave Protiueect” in Conver- 
Error, 2 

But there is a fort of *Curiofiry, which, 
by its ſtudious Prying into the Evils of 
Mankind; ſeems to be a- Diſtemper of 
Envy and ill- Nature: This Claſs of over. 
buſy People, neglecting ſuch obvious and 
common Things, into which any Man may 
enquire, and talk of, without Offence, can- 
not be ſatisfied unleſs they rake into the 
Private and concealed Evils of every Fa- 
mily in the Neighbourhood. It was ſmart- 
ly ſaid by the Egyptian, who being aſked, 
What it was he carried ſo cloſely, reply'd, It 
vas therefore covered, that it might be ſecret, 
An Anſwer; which might ſerve to check 
the Curioſity of thoſe impertinent Men, who 
will be always Peeping into the Privacy of 
others. 

If the Knowledge of In can reward 
the induſtrious Search with Delight and 
Pleaſure, - we ſhould turn the Point of 
our Curiolity upon our ſelves, and our 
own” Affairs, and we ſhall within Doors 
find Matter enough for the moſt labori- 
ous Enquiries; ” Every Man that would make 
an exact Enquiry into, and take a ult 
Account of himſelf, ſhould firſt make 2 
particular Search into the ſeveral Mil 
chiefs that proceed from each Paſſion 


within him, whether it be Envy or Jea- 
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louſy, Covetouſneſs or Cowardice, or any 
other vicious Inclination ; and then diſtri- 
bute and range them all, as it were, into 
diſtinct Apartments. Here this inquiſitive 
and buſy Diſpoſition may find an Employ- 
ment that will be of Uſe and Advantage, 
and is neither ill- natured, nor impertinent, 
while every Man ſhall call himſelf to this 
ſtrict Examination. 

But we, through extreme Sloth and 1g 
norance, being ſtupidly careleſs of our own 
Affairs, muſt be 1dly ſpending our Time, 
and talk either about our Neighbour's Pe- 
digree or Concerns. To ſome Sort of Men 
their own Life and Actions would appear 
the moſt unpleaſant Spectacle in the World; 
and therefore they fly from the Light of 


their Conſcience, and cannot bear the Tor- 
ture of one Reflecting Thought upon them- 


ſelyes. For when the Soul being once de- 
fled with all manner of Wickedneſs, is 
(card at its own hideous Deformity, it en- 
deavours to run from itſelf, and ranging 
here and there, pampers its own Malignity 
with malicious een on the Ills of 
others. 

There is bkewiſe another Sect of the In- 
quiſitive, which is that of the Buſy ny 
This Man undertakes as much, as he 


forms little. He will thruſt himſelf "ra 
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ward to be the Guide of the Way he knows 
not; and calls at his Neighbour's Window, 
and aſks why his Servants are not at Work. 
The Market hath no Commodity which he 
prizeth not, and which the next Table ſhall 
not hear. recited, His Tongue, like the 
Tails of Sampſor's Foxes, carries Firebrands, 
and is enough to ſet the whole Field of the 
World on a Flame, Himſelf begins Ta- 
ble-lalk of his Neighbour at another's 
Board; to whom he bears the firſt News, 
and adjures him to conceal the Reporter, 
There can no Act paſs without his Com- 
ment, which is ever far fetched, raſh, ſuſ 
picious, and dilatory. His Ears are long, 
and his Eyes quick, but moſt of all to Im- 
perfections: Which as he ealily ſees, fo 
he encreaſes with intermeddling. He hates 
Conſtancy as an earthen Dullneſs unfit for 
Men of Spirit; and loves to Change his 
Work and his Place: Neither yet can he 
be ſo ſoon weary of any Place, as every 
Place is weary of him: He labours without 
Thanks, talks without Credit, lives with- 
out Love, and dies without Pity; ſave 
chat ſome will ſay, i was Pity he died no 
ſoone.. 
There are other Perſons whoſe Curioſity 
is 3 to News and public Tranſacti- 
Theſe buſtle among the Crouds that 
throng 
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throng the Courts, Exchanges, and Wharfs, 
and pick ap alt the idle Stories that are 
dropt in the Coffze-Fouſe.” a go about 
pumping, I bat News Pye bear? Were not 


you upon the Exchange to Day, Sir? The 


City's in a very tickliſh Poſture, what dye 
think on't ? In two or three Hours Time we 
may be all together by the' Ears. Men of this 
Stamp, if they are ridmg Poſt, will light 
of their Horſe, and even hugg and kits a 
Fellow that has a Story to tell them, and 
ſtay never ſo long till they hear it out. 

It was a good Piece of Policy among the 
Locrians to prevent this Sort of unreaſona- 
ble Impatience, that if any Perſon coming 
from abroad ſhould but once aſk concern- 
ing News, he was preſently confined for 
bis Curioſity, For inquiſitive People, that 
deal much in News, are ever longing for 
Innovations, Alterations, Variety of Acti- 
on, or any thing that is miſchievous and 
unlucky, that they may find Store of Game 
for their reſtleſs IIl- nature to hunt and prey 
upon. Charendas the Law-giver puniſhed 
Adultery and this malignant Curioſity in 
the like Manner: And indeed there is an 
Affinity in the Vices; for as Adultery is 
nothing elſe but the Curioſity of diſcover- 
ing another Man's ſecret Pleaſures, and the 
lich of knowing what is hidden; and Curi- 
> oſity 
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oſity is (as it were) a Rape and Violence 
committed pert other Peoples Privacies. 

I have obſerved that the ſame Curioſity 
which is thus inquiſitive to know, is general 
ly no leſs intemperate in talking too, and 
muſt needs be as ill - ſpoken, as it is ill-na- 
tured. And hence it happens, that it does 
not only become a Reſtraint to the Vice, 
and Follies of others, but is a Diſappoint. 
ment alſo to itſelf, For all Mankind is ex. 
ceeding ſhy of inquiſitive Perſons z no ſe- 
rious Buſineſs is conſulted of where they 
are; and if they chance to ſurprize Men i: 
the Negotiation of any, Aﬀair, it is pre- 
ſently laid aſide ; nor is any thing of Mo- 
ment ſaid or done in their Company. 

Io diſſaude inquiſitive Perſons from this 
ſneaking and moſt deſpicable Humour, it 
would contribute much, if they would 
but recollect and review all their paſt Ob- 
ſervations; if they would but now and 
then look into their Bag of News, they 
would certainly be aſhamed of that vain 


and fooliſh Curioſity, which had been gather- 


ing together ſuch a confuſed Heap of worth- 
leſs Traſh, - If they who curiouſly enquire 
into thoſe. vicious Deformitics, and un- 
lucky Accidents, that may be obſerved in 
the Lives and Characters of Men, would on- 
ly bind "themſelves to a frequent Reco! 
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lection of what they had ſeen and heard, 
there would be found very little Delight or 
Advantage in ſuch ungrateful and melan- 
cholly Reflections. ye 
Nov, ſince it is from the Uſe and Cuſtom 
of intermedling in the Affairs of other Men, 
that this perverſe Practice grows up into 
ſuch a vicious Habit, we ought gradually 
to bring ourſelves to an utter Diſuſe of en- 
quiring into, or being concerned at any of 
thoſe Things that do not pertain unto us: 
For Men ſuffering their Minds to rove in- 
conſiderately at every Thing they ſee, are 


inured to a fooliſh Curioſity in buſying 


themſelves about Matters impertinent. Per- 
ſons of an inquiſitive Temper ought to 
reſtrain the wanton Excurſions of their Cu- 
rioſity, and confine it to Obſervations of 
Prudence and Sobriety ; to preſerve thoſe 
noble Faculties of Wit and Underſtanding, 
which were made for uſcful and excellent 
Enquiries, from being dulled and debauch- 
ed with low and fottiſh Speculations. 


We ſhould never accuſtom ourſelves in 


paſſing, to peep into other People's Doors 
or Windows, becauſe the Eye may reach 
what the Hand cannot, and wander where 


the Foot does not come. The ſtaring and 
glancing of the Eyes to and fro, implies 
ſuch a Levity of Mind, and fo great a 


Detect in good Manners, as muſt needs 
render 
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render the Practice in itfelf very clowniſh 


and contemptible. It is not ſeemly, that 


the Senſe, which ought to behave itſelf 
as an Handmaid to the Soul, in doing 
its Errands faithfully, returning ſpeedily, 
and keeping at Home with ſubmiſſive and 


. reſerved Modeſty, ſhould be ſuffered, like 


a wanton and ungovernable Servant to be 
gadding abroad from her Miſtreſs, and 


ſtraying about at her Pleaſure. 


The Senſes not exerciſed, and well 
managed, will at every Turn, break looſe 
into wild Excurſions, and hurry Reaſon 
along with them into the ſame Extra- 
vagance, But when a Man hath by caly 
and gradual Diſcipline, acquired ſome 
Power. over himſelf, the Difficulty of re- 
ſiſting the Spirit of Inquiſitiveneſs will 
leſſen upon his Hands; and to ſecure him 
from a Relapſe into Folly, he need but 


reflect, how little there is to be gain'd by 


intermeddling with buſy and unquiet Peo- 
ple, and how great the certain Advantage 
is of bridling our Curioſity, and bringing 


it under Subjection to the Commands of 


Reaſon, Give me leave to inſert two In- 
ſtances of the vaſt Controul which two 


as great Men as the World has produced, 


had over themſelves on tempting Occa- 
fions : When Araſpes had commended the 
Fair Panthea to Cyrus, as a Beauty _ 
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his Admiration, he replyed, For. that very 
Reaſom I will not ſee ber, leſt, if by thy 
Perſuaſion, TI ſhould ſee ber but once, ſbe ber- 
ſelf might perſuade me to ſee her often, and 
ſpend more Time with her, than would be 
for the Advantage of my own Affairs. So 


Alexander, upon a like Conſideration, would 


not truſt his Eyes in the Preſence of the 
beauteous Queen of Perſia, but kept him- 
ſelf out of the Reach of her Charms, and 


treated only with her aged Mother. Theſe, 


as they were peculiar Acts of Continence, 


ſo were they as abſolute Checks of Curio- 
fity ; which never ſleeps in youthtul 


Breaſts, when Beauty gives the Alarm to 


the Blood. : | 
The Exceſſes of our Curioſity will yet 


more eaſily be cured, if inſtead of enquir- 


ing into what. concerns other - Men, we 


can prevail with ourſelves ſo far, as not to 


ſee or hear all that is done in our own 
Houſes, nor to liſten to every Thing that 
may be told us, concerning our ſelves 


or our private Affairs. Human Nature is ſo 


eaſily diſcompos'd, our Tempers ruffled, 
and Paſſions rouſed, that we ſhould be cau- 
tious of ſeeking Occaſions of Diſquiet. There 
are Circumſtances enough of Vexation in 


every one's Affairs, which cannot be diſguis'd 


or kept ſetret: And only Fools and Mad- 
men can be excuſed for labouring to ſtir up 
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['| 340 IMPERTINENT CURIOSITY, 
[ | freſh Afflictions, and add an Increaſe to 
F Sorrow and Uneaſineſs, If it were but for 
| this one Reaſon, tis plain, we ought to re- 
gulate our Curiofity, and contend againſt 
an Humour of Impertinence, whoſe Conſe. 
quences are not trivial: And if this one Vice | 
be not corrected, *twill be fruitleſs to ſub- 
due our other Paſſions: For while we indulge 
ourſelves in enquiring, ſitting, and canvaſing 
every Trifle, we ſhall be under a Neceſſity 
. of employing our Anger and Suſpicions ; 
be drawn into Jealouſies of being made Pro- 
perties; and uſe baſe and ungenerous Subtle- 
ties to do ourſelves Juſtice. 
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T\HERE is no Paſſion which ſteals. 
into the Heart more imperceptibly, 
and covers itſelf under more Diſguiſes, than 
Pride : So that the beſt Way to know whe- 
ther we are guilty of this Vice, or not, and 


to prevent our charging this odious Imputa- 


tion upon others unjuſtly, is, to ſtate the 


Nature of Pride, and enquire into the 
Grounds of it. | 


Pride is originally founded on Self-Love ;, 
which is the moſt intimate and inſepa- 
e Paſſion of Human Nature. The 

indneſs Men have for themſelves, is apt 
to put them upon over-valuing their own 
Things; which Humour, unleſs check'd in 
Time, will make them take moſt Delight 
in thoſe Circumſtances and Actions which 
diſtinguiſh them from their Neighbours, 
and place their ſuppoſed Advantages in 
the beſt Light. By this Self-Love, we are 
to underſtand the Exceſſes of it; for other- 
wile *tis impoſſible for a Man not to be 


Q 3 proud, 
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proud, becauſe tis impoſſible for a Man not 
to love himſelf: But we certainly do love our- 
felves too well, as often as we ſet an over- 
proportion*'d and unuſual Value upon any 
Thing becauſe *tis our own; as if our 
Fondneſs and Partiality. were the true Stan- 
dards of Worth, and we had the Faculty of 


turning every Thing we touch'd into Gold. 


This is an Argument that a Man does not 
delight in an Advantage ſo much for it. 
ſelf, as for the Compariſon ; not ſo much 
for its own reſpective Goodneſs, as becauſe 
others want it. ; 


Pride, to define it in the plaineft Words, 


is too high an Opinion of our own Excel- 
lency. We may be aſſured, we have this 
Diſeaſe, when we value any Perſon chiefly 
becauſe his Advantages are of the fame Na- 
ture with thoſe we enjoy; neglecting others 


who have an equal Right to Regard, only 


becauſe their Privileges are of a different 
Kind from our own. ' We may as certain- 


ly conclude ourſelves infefted with this 


Vice, when we invade the Rights of our 
Neighbour, not upon the Account of Co- 
vetouſneſs, but of Dominion; only that we 
may have it in our Power to create Depen- 
dencies, and to give another that which 1s 
already his own. And another infallible 
Symptom is, when Men love to make them- 
{cives the Subject of Diſcourſe ; to con * 

CEE; their 
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their Pedigrees, and obtrude the Blazon of 
their Exploits upon the Company : This is 
an Argument they are over-grown with 
Conceit, and very much ſmitten with them- 
ſelves. | | 
There is no Affection of the Mind fo 
much blended in Human Nature, and 
wrought into our very Conſtitution, as 
Pride. It appears under Multitude of 
Diſguiſes, and breaks out in ten thoufand 
different Symptoms. Every one feels it in 
himſelf, and yet wonders to ſee it in his 
Neighbour. There is no Temptation to it 
from the Reflection of our Being in gene- 
ral, or upon any Comparative Perfection, 
whereby one Man may excel another. The 
greater a Man's Knowledge is, the greater 
Motive he may ſeem to have for Pride; but 
in the ſame Proportion as the one riſes, 
the other ſinks, it being the chief Office of 
Wiſdom to diſcover to us our Weakneſs and 
Imperfections. 

There is an admirable Sentence in Holv 
Writ, which ſays that Pride was not made 
for Man. There is not indeed any ſingle 
View of Human Nature, under its preſent 
Condition, which is not ſufficient to extin- 
ouiſh in us all the ſecret Seeds of Pride; 
and on the contrary, to ſink the Soul into 
the loweſt State of Humility ; and what the 
School-Men call Self-Annihilation. There is 
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nothing in his Underſtanding, in his Will, not 

or in his preſent Condition, that can tempt tur 

any conſiderate Creature to Pride or Vanity. ſtar 
And yet the very Reaſons why he ſhould ow! 

not be proud, are notwithſtanding the Rea- Wh. 

ſons why he is ſo. Were not he a ſinful hat 
Creature, he would not be ſubject to a an 
Paſſion which riſes from the Depravity of K tha 

his Nature; were he not an ignorant Crea- ma 
ture, he would ſee that he has nothing to be Re, 

roud of ; and were not the whole Species ] 
miſerable, he would not have thoſe wretched pre 
Objects of Compariſon before his Eyes; Ad 
which are the Occaſions of this Paſſion ; and nor 
which make one Man value himſelf more no 
than another. Per 

If there be any Thing which makes Hu- mo 

man Nature appear ridiculous to Beings ſary 

of ſuperior Faculties, it muſt be Pride. ſup 
They know ſo. well the Vanity of thoſe ign 
imaginary Perſections that ſwell the Heart by 

of Man, and of thoſe little ſupernumerary car. 
Advantages, whether in Birth, Fortune, out 

or Title, which one Man enjoys above 118 
another, and it muſt certainly very much con 
| aſtoniſh, if it does not very much divert be 
| them, when they ſee a Mortal puffed up, me: 
and valuing himſelf above his Neighbours it | 
on any of "theſe Accounts, at the ſame tha 


Time that he is obnoxious to all the com- Ne 


mon Calamities of the Species. May we to ; 
not 
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not imagine, that Beings of ſuperior Na- 


tures and Perfections regard all the In- 


ſtances of Pride and Vanity, among our 
own Species, in the ſame kind of View, 
when they take a Survey of thoſe who in- 
habit the Earth; or, in the Language of 
an ingenious French Poet, of thoſe Piſmires 
that people this Heap of Dirt, which Hu— 


man Vanity has divided into Climates and 


Regions? 

Now, as we are not to be conceited, or 
preſume highly on the Poſſeſſion of any 
Advantages, ſo neither are we to be 1g- 
norant of our Talents and Virtues. *T'is 
no Part of Pride to be conſcious of any 
Perfections we have, either intellectual or 
moral; for this is in many Caſes, neceſ- 
ſary, and impoſſible to be avoided. But 
ſuppoſing, it. was poſlible for a Man to be 
ignorant of his good Qualities, it could 
by no Means be convenient : For if he 


carried ſuch a Treaſure about him, with 
out knowing how well furniſhed he was, 


*us ſomewhat hard to conceive how he 
could either improve or uſe it. We may 
be acquainted with our own Accompliſti— 
ments, without being guilty of Pride; and 
it is no Branch of that Sin, to dilcover 
that they are greater than ſome of our 


Neighbours enjoy: Neither do we fall in- 
0 A Crime, by being delighted with thoſe 
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346 PRIDE. 

Advantages of Mind, Body, or Fortune, 
which Providence has given us: Theſe 
Things, in the very Notion of them, are 
ſuppoſed to be beneficial. *Tis natural and 
neceſſary for us to be pleaſed with the En- 
joyment of that which is good, of that 


which is agreeable to our Faculties, and 


an Advancement of our Nature. But out 
Pleaſure upon theſe Accounts, is ſeldom fin- 
cere and as it ought to be, our Delight 
is a ſort of Arrogance ; we look big on 


the Bleſſings, account them the Reſults 


of Merit, "and contemn all that are not 
on the Level with us. Beſides, we never 
ſeek Happineſs in our ſelves, but in the 


Opinion of Men, whom we know to be 


Flatterers, inſincere, unjuſt, envious, ſuſ- 


picious, and prepoſſeſſed: Unaccountable 
Folly ! 


| The World is full of People, who ma- 


king by Cuſtom and outward Appearance 
a Compariſon of themſelves with others, 


always decide in Favour of their own 
Merit, and act accordingly. So they de- 
ſign ſometimes to conceal their Imper- 
tections, or leſſen the Opinion we have 
of them, by confeſſing them freely. A 
vain Man finds his Account in ſpeaking 
Good, or Ill, of himſelf ; a modeſt Man 
never talks of himſelf. We cannot better 
comprehend the Ridiculouſneis of Vani- 


ty, 
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ty, and what a ſhameful Vice it is, than by 
obſerving how afraid it is to be ſeen, and 
how often it hides itſelf under the Ap- 
pearance of Modeſty. 

There is either no ſuch Thing as Mo- 
deſty, or it is confounded with ſomething 
in itſelf quite different, If we take it 
for an internal Sentiment, which makes a 
Man ſeem mean in his own Eyes, this 
is 2 ſupernatural Virtue, and we call it 
Humility. Man naturally thinks proudly 
and haughtily of himſelf, and thinks thus 
of no body but himſelf, Modeſty only 
tends to qualify this Diſpoſition ; it is an 
external Virtue which governs our Eyes, 
Conduct, Words, Tone of Voice, and 
obliges a Man to act with others to out- 
ward Appearance, as if it was not true 
that he deſpiſed them. Falſe Modeſty is 
the moſt refin'd ſort of Vanity; it makes 
the vain Man never appear ſuch; on the 
contrary, raiſes a Reputation by the Vir- 
tue quite oppoſite to the Vice which 
forms this Character: *Tis Hypocriſy. 
Falſe Glory is the Stumbling-Block of Va- 
nity: It tempts People to acquire Eſteem 


dy Things which they indeed poſſeſs, but 


are frivolous and unbecoming a Man to va- 
fue himſelf on: *Tis an Error. All Men, 
in their Hearts covet Eſteem, yet are loth 


uy one fhould diſcover their Fondneſs to 
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be eſteem' d; becauſe Men would paſs for. 
Virtuous, that they may draw ſome other 
Advantages from it, beſides Virtue itſelf; 


I would fay, Eſteem and Praiſe, This 


mould no longer be thought Virtue, but a 


Love for Praiſe and Eſteem, or Vanity. 


Men are very vain Creatures ;. and of all 
Things, hate to be thought ſo. 

Pride frequently conſiſts in an Oſtentation 
of Habit or Circumſtances ; in being above 
others in the Gifts of Fortune, and making 
2 Shew they cannot come up to: But ano- 
ther, as general Branch of Pride, is lodged 


in what we call Perſonal Merit, in ambi- 


tious Thoughts of our own Accompliſh- 
ment, a leaning after popular Applauſe, 
and a vain-glorious Itch of Praiſe and 
Commendation, He that talks big and 
arrogantly of himſelf, is univerſally con- 
demn'd as a troubleſome and ill- bred 
Companion, *Tis true, a Man's Praiſes 
have very muſical and charming Accents in 
another; Mouth; but very flat and untuneable 


inhis own, ſays Xenopbon : For we brand them 


as impudent, who commend themſelves; 
it becoming them to be modeſt, though 
they were praiſed by others; and account. 
thein unjuſt in arrogating that to them- 
ſelves, which another has the ſole Property, 
of beſtowing on them. The Praiſe there- 
fore is vain, which a Man heaps upon him- 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, to provoke others alſo to praiſe him; 
and is chiefly contemptible, as proceeding 
from an importunate and unreaſonable At- 
fectation of Eſteem. 

Yet, however, there is a Time when a. 


generous and prudent Man may be the 


Subject of his own Diſcourſe, and give a 
free Relation of Things he has worthily 
done or ſaid, as well as other Truths. 
Self-Praiſe is not liable to Diſgrace or 
Blame, when *tis delicately handled by 
Way of Apology, to remove a Calumny. 
or Accuſation. We may. fairly ſound the. 
Trumpet of our own Deſerts, when our 
Reputations are either attack*d or under- 
min*d by Detraction or Envy. Apologies 


claim a great Liberty of Speech and Boaſt- 
ing, as conſiderable Parts. of their De- 


© TT 
Now, as ſkilful Painters,. that they may 
not offend the Eye, allay their over- 


bright and gaudy Colours, by tempering, 
them with darker, ſo there are ſome who. 


will not repreſent their own Praiſes alto» 
gether glaring, and immoderately ſplendid, 
but caſt in ſome Defects, ſome Scapes, or. 
ſight Faults, to take away the Danger 
of Diſpleaſure or Envy. And for the 
moſt Part, *tis a good Antidote againſt, 
Envy, to mix amongſt our Praiſes thoſe 

Faults 
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Faults that are not altogether ungenerous 
and De. 

Indeed, Diſcourſe of a Mars ſelf uſual- 


ly ſallics from Self-Love, as from its Fort; 


and is there obſerved to lay wait, even 
in thoſe who are vulgarly thought free 
enough from Ambition. Therefore as it is 
one of the Rules of Health to avoid dan- 
gerous, and unwholeſome Places, or being 
in them, to take the greater Care, ſo it 
ought to be like a Rule concerning Con- 
verſe and Speaking of one's ſelf. For this 
Kind of Talk has ſlippery Occafions, into 


which we unawares, and indiſcernably are 
apt to fall. 


For Ambition uſually intrudes with ſome 


flouriſhing Remarks to adorn herſelf : Let 
a Perfon be commended by his Equal or 
Inferior, the Mind of the Ambitious 1s 
tickled and rubb'd at the hearing of his 
Praiſe, and immediately he is hurried by 
an intemperate Deſire and Precipitation 
aſter the like; as the Appetite of the Hun- 
gry is ſharpened by ſeeing others ear. 

Our Defects and Follies are too often 


unknown to us; nay, they are fo far 
from being known to us, that they pals 
for Demonſtrations of our Worth. This 


makes us eaſy in the midſt of them, fond 
to ſhew them, fond to improve in them, 


and to be eſteemed for them, Then it is 


that 
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that a Thouſand unaccountable Conceits, 


gay Inventions, and extravagant Actions 


muſt afford us Pleaſures, and diſplay us to 
others in the Colours which we our- 
ſelves take a Fancy to glory in. Such 
Sorcery have Error and popular Opinion, 
and fo famous are they for bewitchi 

People with the Love of themſelves, 
There is no Paſſion ſo univerſal, how- 


ever diverſify*d or diſguiſed under differ- 


ent Forms and Appearances, as the Va- 
nity of being known to the reſt of Man- 


kind, and communicating a Man's Parts, 


Virtues, or Qualifications to the World : 
Yet there is a Call upon Mankind to va- 
ue and efteem thoſe who ſet a moderate 
Price upon their own Merit; and Self- 
denial is frequently attended with unex- 
pected Bleſſings which in the End abun- 
dantly recompenſe ſuch Loſſes as the 
Modeſt ſeem to ſuffer in the ordinary 
Occurrences of Life. The Curious tell 
us, a Determination in our Favour, or to 
our Diſadvantage, is made upon our firſt 


Appearance, even before they know any 


Thing of our Characters, but from the 
Intimations Men gather from our Aſpect. 
A Man, they ſay, wears the Picture of 
his Mind in his Countenance, and one 
Man's Eyes are Spectacles to his who 
looks at him, to read his Heart. But though 
1 | that 
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that Way of raiſing an Opinion of thoſe 
we behold in Public is very fallaci- 
ous, certain it is, that thoſe who by 
their Words and Actions take as much 
upon themſelves, .as they can but barely 
demand in the ſtrict Scrutiny of their De- 
ſerts, will find their Account leſſen every 
Day. A modeſt Man preſerves his Cha- 


rater, as a frugal Man does his Fortune; 


if either of them live to the Height of ei- 
ther, one will find Loſſes, the other Er- 
rors, which he has. not a Stock by him to 
make up. It were therefore a juſt Rule to 


keep our Deſires, our Words, and Actions, 


within the Regard we obſerve our Friends 
have for us; and never, if it were in a 
Man's Power, to take as much as we pol- 
ſibly might, either in Preferment or Re- 
putation. He that in his Air, his Treat- 


ment of others, or an habitual Arrogance 


to himſelf, gives himſelf Credit for the 


leaſt Article of more Wit, Wiſdom, Good- 


neſs, or Valour, than he can poſſibly 
produce, if he is called upon, will find the 
World break in upon him, and conſider 


him as one who has cheated them of all the 


Eſteem they had before allowed him. 

But if there were no ſuch Conſidera- 
tions, as the good Effect which Self-denial 
has upon the Senſe of other Men towards 
us, it is of all Qualities the moſt A 

| or 
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for the agreeable Diſpoſition which it 
places in our own Minds. I cannot tell 
what to ſay better of it, than that it is the 
very Contrary of Ambition; and that 
Modeſty allays all thoſe Paſſions and In- 
quietudes to which that Vice expoſes us. 
He has. no Emulation; he is no Man's. 
Rival, but every Man's Well-wiſher ; can. 
look at a proſperous Man with a Plea» 
ſure, in reflecting that he hopes he is as 
happy as himſelf : And has his Mind and 
his Fortune (as far as Prudence will allow) 
open to the Unhappy and to the Stranger. 

1 cannot advance the Merit of Modeſty 


by any Argument of my own ſo pow- 


erfully, as by enquiring into the Senti- 
ments the greateſt amongſt the Ancients 
of different Ages entertained upon this. 
Virtue, If we go back to the Days of 
Solomon, we ſhall find Favour a neceſſary 
Conſequence to a ſhamefaced Man. Pliny, 
the greateſt. Lawyer, and moſt elegant 


Writer of the Age he lived in, in ſeveral 


of his Epiſtles, is very folicitous in re- 
commending to the Public ſome young 
Men of his own Profeſſion, and very of- 
ten underſtands to become an Advocate, 
upon Condition that ſome one of theſe 
bis Favourites might be joined with him, 
in order to produce the Merit of ſuch. 

X whoſe 
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whoſe Modeſty otherwiſe would have 
ſuppreſſed it. It may ſeem very wonder. 
ful to an arrogant Modern, That Multum 
fanguinis, multum Verecundiæ, multum So. 
licitudinis in Ore ; to have the Face firſt 
full of Blood, then the Countenance daſhed 
with Modeſty, and then the whole Aſpect 
of one dying with Fear, when a Man 
begins to ſpeak, ſhould be eſteemed by 
Pliny the neceſſary Qualifications of a fine 
e,, 1 
But leaſt an Eulogium on Modeſty may 
ſeem a Digreſſion in -a Treatife upon 
Pride, I ſhall beg leave to conſider it in 
the View of Humility, which is the direct 
Oppoſite of this Vice. The humble Man 
though he be not out of his own Favour, 
no Man fets ſo low a Value on his own 
Worth as himſelf ; not out of Ignorance or 
Careleſneſs ; but of a voluntary and meck 
Dejectedneſs. His Eyes are full of his own 
Wants, and others Perfections: He loveth 
rather to give than to take Honour ; not 
in a Faſhion of Complimental Courteſy, 
but in Simplicity of his Judgment ; when 
he hath but his Due, he magnifieth Cour- 
teſy, and diſclaimeth his Deſerts, His 
Face, his Carriage, his Habir, ſavour of 
Lowlineſs without Affectation, and yet 
he is much under that he ſeemeth. There 
is no better Object of Benificence; a8 
what 


PRIDE. 355 
what he receives, he aſcribes merely to 
the Bounty of the Giver, nothing to Me- 
rit, He emulates no Man in any Thing 
but Goodneſs, and that with more De- 
fire than Hope to overtake. In a Word, 
he is as a Jowly Valley, ſweetly planted, 
and well watered ; the proud Man's Earth, 
whereon he tramples; but ſecretly full of 
wealthy Mines, more worth than he that 
walks over them. 

This is the Character of the humble 
Man; let us now take a View of the proud 
and arrogant one. All his Humour 
riſes up into the Froth of Oſtentation, 
which if it once ſettle, falls down into a 
narrower Room. He is proud even of 
another Man's Horſe; and well mounted, 
thinks every Man wrongs him that looks 
not at him. A bare Head in the Street 
doth him more Good than a Meals Meat ; 
He picks his Teeth when his Stomach is 
empty, and calls for Pheaſants at a com- 
mon Inn ; you ſhall find him prizing the 
richeſt e and the faireſt Horſes, 
when his Purſe yields not Money enough 
tor Earneſt. He thruſts himfelf into the 
Preſs before ſome great Ladies; and loves 
to be ſeen near the Head a great Train. 
His Talk is, how many Mourners he fur- 
niſhed with Cloaks at his Father's Fune- 
tal z how rich his Coat is; and how an- 
cient 
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cient, how great his Alliance; how ſig- 


nal his Exploits; and when he has com. 
mended others Burldings, Furniture, or 
Suits, compares them with his own, 
When he has undertaken to be Broker for 
ſome rich Jewel, he wears it; and pul- 
ling off his Glove to ſtroke up his Hair, 
thinks no Eye ſhould have any other Ob- 
ject. Entertaining his Friends, he chides 


his Cook for no better Chear; and names 


the Diſhes he meant and wants. To con- 
clude his Character, he is ever on the Stage, 
and acts ſtill a glorious Part abroad, when 
no Man carries a baſer Heart, no Man 


is more ſordid and careleſs at Home, He 


is a Spaniſh Soldier on an alan Theatre 
a. Bladder full of Wind,. a Skin full of 
Words, a Fools Wonder, and a wiſe 
Man's Fool. 

The Inſtability of human Khoi, the 
Turns and Viciſſitudes of Fortune, and the 
ſudden Falls from the moſt ſwoln Ambi- 
tion, are Subjects which ought to diſ- 
countenance our Pride; Shakeſpear has 
an admirable Paſſage on this Head, which 
deſerves a Place in all moral Writings, 


Farewell, a long Farendl to all my Greatneſs ! 
This is the State of Man; to Day, be puts forth 
The tender Leaves of Hopes to Morrow bloſ- 


ſoms, 


Aud 
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Aud bears bis bluſhing Honours thick upon 
bim; | 

The third Day comes a Froſt, a killing Froſt ; 

And when be thinks, good eaſy Man, full 
furely, 

His Greatneſs is a rip' ning, nips bis Root, 

Aud then be falls as I do. I have ventur d 

(Like little wanton Boys, that fwim on Blad- 
ders) | 

This many a Summer in a Sea of Glory, 

But far beyond my Depth : My bigh- blown 

= a 

At length broke under me, and now has 2 
me, 

Weary and Old with Service, to the Mercy 

of a Rude Stream, that muſt for ever hide 
me. 


The ack plauſible Pretences for Thoughts 
of Pride, are Learning, Nobility, and 
Power, as they are in general accounted 
the brighteſt and moſt diſtinguiſhing Ad- 
vantages : Yet I believe there is much 
more Weight laid upon them, than in 
ſtrict Reaſon they will bear. Learning 
and high Conceit agree very ill toge- 
ther; for a Man of Letters muſt have a 
clear Notion of the Stupidneſs and De- 
formity of this Vice 3 and being better 
acquainted with the Frame and Paſſions 
of human Nature he cannot chuſe but 

diſcover 
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diſcover how una it muſt make 
him to all Mankind. Beſides that Learn. 
ing gives us a fuller: Conviction of the 
Imperfection of our Nature; which one 
would think might diſpoſe us to Modeſty, 
The more a Man knows, the more be 


diſcovers his Ignorance. . He can ſcarce 


look upon any Part of the Creation, but 
he finds himſelf encompaſſed with Doubts 
and Difficulties. He knows he has a Be- 
ing, tis true; and ſo does a Peaſant ; 
but what this Thing is which he call 
himſelf, is hard to ſay. And as the more 
refined Underſtandings know little or no- 
thing of themſelves, "and of this material 
World; ſo, upon Enquiry, we ſhall find 
them as defective in their Skill about mo- 


ral Truths. We ſee how unaccountably 


the public Conſtitutions of Nations va- 
ry ; as if Right and Wrong lay in the 
Fancies of Men, rather than in the Rea- 
ſons of Things, The Heathen Philoſo- 
phers may fairly be granted to have as good 
Pretences to Learning, as any other Sort 
of Men among them; and yet what a 
ſmall Proportion of ſolid Knowledge were 
they Maſters of? How ſtrangely did they 
differ in Matters of the higheſt Import, 
how eagerly diſpute, and not without Pro- 


OY on both Sides ? It were tedious to 
recount 


“ 


recount. the Differences one Sect had with 
mother, their Inconſiſtencies with them- 
ſelves, and the ridiculous and ill ſupport- 
ed Tenets ſome of the moſt famous of 
them have held. Indeed the more modeft 
of them would confeſs, that the chief Uſe 
of Learning was to give us a fuller Diſ- 
covery of our Ignorance, A's to keep us 
from being Peremptory and Dogmatical 
in our Determinations. | Now one would 
imagine the more intimate Acquaintance 
we had with the Imperfections of our Na- 
ture, the greater Reaſon we ſhould have to 
be humble, 1s Weakneſs a proper Foun- 
dation to erect our lofty Conceits upon? 
Indeed he that has not the Leiſure or Capa- 
city to examine how it is with him, may be 
fondly perſuaded to fancy himſelf ſome- 
body, and grow vain upon the kind Pre- 
ſumption : But for a Man to be proud, Who 
can demonſtrate his own Poverty, is little 
leſs than Madneſs, 

But granting that Learning does give 
ſome Advantage, and that our Under- 
ſtandings are really enriched by it, yet in 
regard we have but a few Principles to 
build upon, the greateſt Part of our Know- 
ledge muſt conſiſt in Inferences 3 which 
cannot be wrought out without great La- 
bour and Artention of Mind. Therefore 

have 
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Men were equally 
Pleveian at firſt; and I would gladly un. 
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have we no Reaſon to be proud of what 
we have gotten ; for is it not an hum- 
bling. Conſideration to reflect what Pains 
we are obliged to take to muſter up our 
Forces, and to make that little Reaſon 
we have ſerviceable. I agree, that a Man 
may lawfully maintain his Character and 
Juſt Pretences againſt Rudeneſs and Igro- 


rance ; but when he converſes with Peo- 


ple of Senſe and Modeſty, his Opinion 
of his own Worth ſhould but juſt dawn 
upon them, and at moſt give them bur 
a remote Notice that he expected any 
ſingular Acknowledgment. If Senſe and 
Learning are unſociable and imperious 
Things, a good-natured Man ought to 
take ſpecial care not to improve too 
faſt. He ought to keep down the Growth 
of his Reaſon, and curb his Intellectuals, 
when he finds them ready to out-ſtrip his 
Neighbours. 

Now ſince Learning and Conceit make 


ſo odd a Figure, let us proceed to exa- 


mine the Pretences of Nobility 3 for | 
am aſraid the vulgar Notion of it is 


| ſcrewed ſomewhat too high, and that it 


has not Ballaſt enough to carry all the 
Sail which is commonly made out. Al! 
Noble, and equally 
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derſtand how they came to be ſo much 
diſtinguiſhed afterwards, If we trace the 
Records of old Hiſtory, and the Fabulous 
Ages, we ſhall find that it has been often 
founded upon Rapine and Injuſtice. Thu. 
cidides relates, That in ancient Times, it 
was counted an Heroic Atchievement to 
lunder luſtily; and he was a Man of the 

ſt Quality, who was able to ſteal moſt 
Cattle. Theſe Nimrods grew great by the 
Strength of their Limbs, and their Vices; 
engraved their Murders upon their Shields, 
and hectored all the little and peaceable 
People into Peaſantry. 

But to wave ſo chimerical a Riſe of Di- 
ſtinction, we will ſuppole its Original equi- 
table, and divide Nobility into two Kinds, 
Hereditary and Acquired : The firſt is 
tranſmitted to us from our Anceſtors ; the 
other is immediately conferr'd by the Fa- 
vour of the Prince. 

Hereditary Nobility ſeems no juſt Ground 
for an high Opinion, becauſe it is bor- 
row'd, Thoſe great Actions which we 
had no Share in, cannot properly be any 
Part of our Commendation, eſpecially if 
we want Abilities to imitate them. He 
that depends wholly upon the Worth of 
others, ought to conſider, that he has but 
the Honour of an Image, and is worſhip- 


ped 
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not for his own Sake, but upon the 
Account of what he repreſents. It is a Sign 
a Man is very poor, when he has nothing 
of his on to appear in, but is forc'd to 
patch up his Figure with the Relics of the 
Dead, and rifle Tombſtones and Monu- 
ments, for Reputation. The Addreſs of 
Juvenal, to this high Rank of Mankind, 
is certainly juſt, — 


Ergo ut miremur Te non Tua, primum ali- 
quid da, Seb. 

Quod poſſim titulis incidere, præter Honores 

Quos illis damus, & dedimus, quibus omnia 


debes. 


F you would have your Pre- eminence admired 
in yourſelf, and not for your Preaeceſſor's 
Worth, give ſome Specimen of perſonal Me- 
rit, that may ſignalize your Character more 
than thoſe Honours, which wwe have always 
given to them from whom you derive your M.- 
bility. Is it a real Advantage, or what 
ſhould excite us to high-flown Thoughts, 
that we ſtand at the Bottom of a long Parch- 
ment Pedigree, and are ſome Yards re- 
mov'd from the firſt Eſcutcheon ? That 
our Family is ſo ſubſtantially built, that it 
has ſtood the Shock of Time, and held out 
againſt all Variety of Accidents ? That our 
| 7 Anceſtors 
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Anceſtors have flouriſh'd in Honour and 
Reputation, and had Intereſt and Command 
in their Country for ſo many Generations ? 
To what do theſe fine Valuations in Realicy 
amount? If we are capable of underſtanding 
any thing, it muſt undoubtedly be more cre- 
ditable to promote good Humour and Mo- 
deſty in Converſation, and give Men right 
Apprehenſions of themſelves, than to flatter 
them into groundlefs Conceits, and make 
them believe that they may be truly great, 


and yet good for nothing. To maintain 


ſuch indefenſable and dangerous Principles 
of Honour, which not only impoſe upon 
our Underſtandings, but emaſculate our 
Spirits, and ſpoil our Temper, and tend 
only to the nouriſhing of Idleneſs and Pride, 
is no very Heroical Undertaking. No Per- 
ſon can be great by being Owner of thoſe 
Things, which wiſe Men have always 
counted it a Piece of Greatneſs to deſpiſe 5 
Nor is it the Poſſeſſion, but the right Ma- 
nagement of any valuable Advantage, 
which makes us conſiderable: And he that 
does not employ his Fortune generouſly, 
= not to be reſpected merely becauſe he 
as it. 

But if we are not to be proud of bere- 
ditary Honours and Titles owing to Birth- 
MgO! and Anceſtry, yet ſure it may be ob- 
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jected, acquir'd Nobility gives us ſome 
larger Pretences of triumphing : Here is 


no gilding of a coarſe Subſtance, no bor- 


row'd Glory, no faint Reflection from an 
Anceſtor, but the Man is all bright and 
luminous to the Center, and ſhines and 


| ſparkles in his own Worth. He is not great 


by Genealogy and ancient Title, by the Fa- 


vour of Fortune, and the Labours of thoſe 


he never helped, but by Nature and Perform- 
ances ; by having Greatneſs incorporated 
in himſelf. To ſtate the Caſe in this Man- 
ner, is, indeed putting in a plauſible Plea 
for Oſtentation: But ſuppoſing a Man has 


obliged the Public, is remarkable for great 


Abilicies, and lights on Promotion in Ho- 
nour or Office; let him remember that there 
are others who have ventured as far, and 
perform'd as conſiderably as himſelf, whoſe 
Services all miſcarried as to any private 
Advantage; becauſe they were not ſo lucky 
as to act under the Notice of thoſe who 
were able to reward. Let him check and 
reſtrain his Pride with this Conſideration, 
That many Perſons, as well furniſh'd as 
himſelf tor Employment and Honour, go 


out of th2 World as obſcurely as they came 


in, only for Want of a proper Opportunity 
to bring them into Light, and public View: 
Becauſe a Man has received a valuable Con— 
ſideration 
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ſideration for his Services in Honour or 
Eſtate, therefore ſhall he preſs too arbitrari- 
ly on the World, for Submiſſion? Shall he 
ſet a Tax vpon Converſation, and put the 
Company under Contribution for Reipect ? 

The beft Way for real Merit to ſccure 
Obſervance, is, not to inſiſt roo violently 
upon it; for Pride is a moſt unfortupare 
Vice, Other Immoralities uſually gain their 
Point, though they looſe more another 
Way: But a proud Man is fo far from 
making himfelt great by his haughty and 
contemptuous Port, that he is uſually pu- 
m{*d with Neglect for it: And that Diſ- 
dain with which he treats others, is return'd 
more juſtly upon himſelf. Greatneſs docs 
not conſiſt in Pageantry and Shew, in Pomp 
and Retinue : Theſe are but the Trappings 
and Indications of Grandeur; and though 
a Perſon of Quality will make uſe of theſe 
Things, to avoid Singularity, and put the 
Vulgar in mind of their Obedience to Au- 
thority, yet he does not think himſelf real- 
ly the bigger for them: For he knows that 
thoſe who have neither Honeſty nor Under- 
itanding, have oftentimes all this fine Fur- 
niture about them. To be great is not to 
be ſtarch'd, and ſupercilious; to ſwagger at 
Footmen, and brow- beat Inferiors. Such 
a Behaviour looks as if a Man was con- 
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ſcious of his own Inſignificancy, and that 


he had nothing but Outſide, and Noiſe, 


and ill Humour, to make himſelf conſider- 
able with, He that is truly noble, has far 
different Sentiments, and turns his Figure 
quite another Way; is equally remov'd 
from the Extreams of Servility and Pride; 
is above abridging the Liberties, or depreſ- 
ſing the Spirits of his Dependants, to pro-. 
claim his Superiority ; and values his Great- 
neſs more for the Good it empowers him to 
do, than the Reſpect it procures to be paid 
to him. 


After I have endeavourd to deſcribe 


Pride in its ſeveral Forms of Ambition, 


Vanity, Oftentation, and Vain-Glory, it 


would be impertinent to run a Diſcourſe 


with you, upon the Inconveniences of it; 
or to ſhew you in particular, what an un- 


conquerable Averlion it gives all Man- 
kind againſt us, when we are over-grown 
with it. Let it ſuffice for a Concluſion, 
that it multiplies and conceals our Defects 
from us, and makes us do a thouſand 


{ly Things, without taking notice of them; 


that it makes us a Prey to Flatterers, and 
puts us to great Expences, only to be laugh. 
ed at; that it ſpoils Converſation, and 
takes away the Pleaſure of Society; that 
Families, Linde, and Churches, are 

embroiV'd 
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at embroil'd by it, and the World turn'd wp." 
by. ſyturvy by this Vice. 

r- In ſhort, we ought only to be proud of 
ar WM Ffopporting our Characters in Religion and 
Ire Morality, of endeavouring to do our Duties 
*d to God, and our Neighbour, and being 
+ above an Action which may debaſe our 
ef- Nature, and make us liable to the Cenſure 
0- of Profaneneſs, Folly, or Immorality. 


— R. con. i 
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NQUIRIES after Happineſs, 
and Rules for attaining it, are not ſo 
neceſſary and uſeful to Mankind, as the 
Arts of Conſolation, and ſupporting one's. 


ſelf under Affliction. 
hope for in this World, is Contentment : If 
we aim at any thing higher, we ſhall meet 
wich nothing but Grief and Diſappoint- 


ments: A Man ſhould direct all his Studies 
and Endeavours at making himſelf eaſy 


now, and happy hereafter. 
The Truth of it is, if all the Happineſs 
that is diſperſed through the whole Race of 


Mankind in this World, were drawn toge- 


ther, and put into the Poſſeſſion of any 
fingle Man, it would not make a very hap- 
py Being. Though on the contrary, if the 
Miſcries of the whole Species were fixed in 
a ſingle Perſon, they would make a very 
miſerable one. 

The greateſt Cauſe of 1 mpatience grows 
not {6 much from the Force of Calamity, 


as 


The utmoſt we can 
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as from the Reluctance of the Mind of him 
that ſuffers it: This raiſes the Billows with- 
in; for though the Calamity may be rough, 
and beyond our Power to extricate, yet 
when it meets with a Mind as tumultuous 
as the Calamity, it raiſes a Storm, as when 
the Wind and Tide are contrary, which 
may endanger the Veſſel, It is the Pro- 
vince of Reaſon, when the ſenſual Part of 
us grows turbulent, to make Excurſions 
to check it's Sallies, and bring it again 
within the Limits it hath tranſgreſs'd. 

They are extremely deceived, who think 
there is one poſitive State of Life which 
is always ſerene : Content and Acquie!- 
cence are not Jodged in Change of For- 
tune or Circumſtances, but in our own 
Boſoms : Our Revenues may be large, 
our Barns and Coffers crowded, our Af- 
fairs ſucceſsful, and Views advantageous ; 
yet may we be incumbered with Diſtates 
and Uneaſineſſes, that will not let us relih 
the moſt delightful Fortunes. It is in- 
comparable Advice of the Philoſopher 
Epictelus: If things are ut, ſays he, diret- 
y as you would bave the: be content that 
they ſhould be as they are, and you will live 
eaſy, We muſt not let Humour or Paſſi- 
ons have the Direction of our Actions; it 
we do, we muſt depend on conſtant Vex- 
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ations. Humours are alterable, and Paſſi- 
ons impatient : The former are continually 
for ſhifting the Scene; the latter for burſt- 
ing through it: By ſtruggling with Diſ⸗ 
quietude, we may give ourſelves Trouble 
and Increaſe of Pain, not diſengage our- 
ſelves a whit the ſooner. But as raw Sailors, 
when they grow ſick with the working of 
the Waves, and Motion of the Ship, think 
they ſhall overcome this Squeamiſhneſs, if 
| 9 go into the Long - Boat; but there being 
equally out of Order, come into the Veſſel 
again, and are therefore never the better, 
becauſe they carry their Nauſeouſneſs along 
with them; fo the ſeveral. Changes of Lite 
do only ſhift, and not wholly extirpate the 
Cauſes of our Troubles: And theſe are 
only our Want of Experience, the Weak- 
neſs of our Judgment, and a certain Impo- 
tence of Mind, which hinder us from making 
a right Uſe of what we enjoy. The rich 
Man is ſubject to this Uneaſineſs of Hu- 
mour, as well as the Poor; the Batchelor, 
as well as the Man in Wedlock : This 
makes the Pleader withdraw from the Bar; 
and then his Retirement is altogether as 
irkſome: Whilſt Reaſon makes all Sorts 
of Life eaſy, and every Change pleaſant, 
The greateſt Cauſe of Diſcontent, is, That 
Men have no dennite Meaſure of thei 
Deſires: 
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Deſires : T is not the ſupply of all their real 
Wants will ſerve their Turn; their Appe- 
tites are precarious, and depend upon Con- 


tingencies; they hunger not becauſe they 
are empty, but becauſe others are full. 
Thus Alexander wept when he heard from 
Anaxarchus, that there was an Infinity of 
Worlds; and his Friends aſking him if 
any Accident had befallen him, he return- 
ed this Anſwer : Do you not think, ſaid he, a 
Matter worthy of my Lamentation, that when 
there is ſuch a vaſt Multitude of them, I have 
uot yet conguer d one? If we will create ima- 
ginary Wants to ourſelves, why do we 
not create an imaginary Statisfaction to 
them? We take no notice of the real 
ſubſtantial Bleſſings we enjoy, but go in 
queſt after ſome fugitive Satisfaction, which, 
like a Shadow, flies (till faſter in Propor- 
tion to our Purſuit. A ſtrange Folly, thus 
to court Vexations, - and be miſerable in 
Chimera! 15 

All a Man's Wealth or Poverty is with- 
in himſelf: It is not the outward Abun- 
Cance or Want that can make the Dif- 
ference, Let a Man be never ſo rich 
in Eſtate, yet if his Heart be not ſatisfied, 
but he is ſtil] whining, ſcraping, and pi- 
ning for more, that Man is miſerably poor, 


and all his Bags cannot make him other 
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than a ſtark Beggar. On the other Hand 
give me a Man of ſmall Means, whoſe 
Mind is thoroughly content with a little, 
and: enjoys his Pittance with a quiet and 
thankful Heart, that Man is exceeding 

„ich!: All the World cannot rob him of 
his Wealth. ; 


It is not having, by which we can mea - 


ſure Riches, but enjoy ing: The Earth hath 
all Freaſures in it, yet no Man ſtiles it rich. 
Of thoſe which the World calls Goods of 
Fortune, only Opinion ſets the Value. 
Gold and Silver would be Metals, whether 
we think them ſo, or not; they would not 
be Riches, if Mens Conceit and Inſtitution 
did not. make them ſuch. 

Plato compar'd Human Life to a Game 
at Dice, where we ought to throw for 
what is moſt commodious to us, but to 
be content with our Caſts, let them be 
never ſo- unfortunate: We cannot make 
what Chances we pleaſe turn up, if we 
play fair; this lies out of our Power: 
That which is within it, is to accept pa- 
tiently what Fortune ſhall allot us; and ſo 
to adjuſt Things in their proper Places, 
chat what is our own, may be diſpoſed of 
to the beſt Adventage; and what hath hap- 
pen'd againſt our Will, may offend us as 
listle as-*cis poſſible : Otherwiſe, the Men 


who 
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who live without Meaſures, and with no 
Prudence, are like thoſe whoſe Conſtitu- 
tion is ſo ſickly and infirm, that they are 
equally impatient both of Heats and Colds: 
Proſperity exalts them above, and Adver- 
ſity dejects them beneath, their Temper : 
Indeed, each Fortune diſturbs them, or 
rather they raiſe up Storms to- themſelves 
in either; and, as they manage it, are que- 
rulous and diflatisfy*d under good Circum- 
ſtances. . 5 

The moſt trite and common Bleſſings 
which are ſent us, are not to be deſpiſed, 
but ought to take up a Room in our Deli- 
berations. We ſhould rejoice, that we live, 
and are in Health, and ſee the Sun; and: 
there are no Wars nor Seditions in our 
Country ; that the Earth yields to Cultiva- 
tion; and that the Sea is open to our 
Traffic; that we can talk, be ſilent, do- 
Buſineſs, and be at Leiſure, when we pleaſe. 
They will afford us greater Tranquility of: 
Mind preſent, if we form ſome juſt Ideas of 
them when they are abſent, If we often 
call to our Remembrance, how ſolicitous 
the ſick Man is after Health, how accept- 
able Peace is to put out a War, and what 
a Courteſy it wil! do us, to gain Credit, 
and acquire Friends in a City of Note, 
where we are Strangers and unknown; and: 

| we 
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we are much - troubled, if we are deprived 

of any Part of this Happineſs, 
It is a thing highly conducing to the 
Tranquility of the Mind, for a Man chiefly 
to conſider himſelf, and his own Affairs: 
But if this always cannot take Place, he 
ſhould not make Compariſons with Men of 
a ſuperior Condition to himſelf 3 though 
this is the Epidemical Frenzy of the Vul. 
gar. The Truth is, we have generally in 
us the worſer Part of the Levellers Princi- 
ples 3 and though we can very contentedly 
behold Multitudes below us, yet we are 
impatient to ſee any above us; and thus 
we create Torments to ourſelves, by our 
own Repinings, which only ſet us farther 
from our Aims. And what is all this, but 
ungratefully to accuſe Providence, and be 
induſtriouſly picking out Occaſions to quar- 
rel with it, and torment ourſelves ? But he 
that is ia his right Senſes, and wiſe for his 
own Advantage, out of thoſe many Milli- 
ons whom the Sun loaks upon, if he ſees 
any one in the mighty Throng, who is 
more rich or honourable than himfelf, he 
is neither dejected in his Mind nor Counte- 
nance, nor doth he penſively fit down de- 
ploring his Unhappineſs, but he walks 
abroad publickly, with an honeſt Aſſurance. 
He celebrates his good Genius, and Wan 
0 


World. 


only in a bare Happineſs, but Splendor, 


It likewiſe greatly prevents our Content, 


Blame upon our enterprizing Folly. The 
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of his good Fortune, in that he is happier 
than a thouſand other Men who are in the 


When we hear others declare that our 
Condition is but miſerable, becauſe we are 
not Magiſtrates, and in eminent Command, 
let us then look upon ourſelves to live, not 


in that we do not beg our Bread, are not 
forced to ſubſiſt by carrying of Burdens, 
or, what is altogether as ſervile, Flattery, 
But ſuch is our Folly, that we accuſtom our- 
ſelves rather to live for other Mens Sakes 
than our own; and our Diſpoſitions are fo 
prone to Upbraidings, and to be tainted 
with Envy, that the Grief we conceive at 
another's Proſperity, leflens the Joy we 
ought to take in our own. 


and obſtructs the Tranquility of the Mind, 
that our Deſires are immoderate, and not 
fuited to our Abilities of Attainment, which, 
hke Sails beyond the Proportion of the 
Veſſel, help only to overſet it: So that 
being blown up with extravagant Expecta- 
tions, if ill Succeſs fruſtrates our Attempts, 
we preſently curfe our Stars, and accuſe 
Fortune, when we ought rather to lay the 


partial Love of ourſelves is chiefly in Fault, 
which 
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which infuſeth a vicious Inclination to ar- 
rogate, and an infatiable Ambition to at- 
tempt, every Thing. He who impatiently 
covets what he cannot attain, puts himſelf 
upon a perpetual Rack, keeps his Appe- 
tites up to the utmoſt Stretch, and yet 
hath nothing wherewith to far; sfy them ; 
for, either we are troubled for the Want of 
ſomeihing we deſire, or at the ſuffering 
ſomething we would avoid. Life is ſhort 
and tireſome ; ſpent in wiſhing and de- 
firing : We adjourn our Joy and Repoſe to 
the Time to come, often to-a Period, when 
our beſt Bleſſings, Youth and Health, are 
already departed. Age comes and fur- 
prizes us in the Midſt of new Deſires; we 
are got no farther, when a Fever ſeizes Us, 
and extinguiſhes us: If we recover, tis 
only to have longer Time to wiſh and de- 
kre in. 

It has been always the Opinion of the 
wiſe Ancients, That Happineſs is founded 
upon Wiſdom and Virtue ; fer that we 
muſt firſt know what we ought to do, and 
then live according to that Knowledge : 
That a good Man can never be miſerable; 
nor a wicked Man happy; nor any Man 
unfortunate that chearfully ſubmits to Pro- 
vidence, Thus, then, the certain Way to 
pps lies fair before us: But n 

WI 
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will yet ſteer their Courſe on the other Side, 
which as manifeſtly leads to Ruin. We 
hve, as it were, by Chance; and by Chance, 
are we govern'd. Some there are, that 
torment theinſelves afreſh with the Memo- 
ry of what is paſt: Others again, afflict 
themſelves with the Apprehenſions of Evils 
to come; and very ndiculouſly both: For 
the one does not now concern us; and the 

ether not yet. | 
Levity of Mind is a great Hindrance 
of Repoſe : From one Appetite we paſs to 
another, not ſo much upon Choice, as for 
Change. Some People are never at quiet; 
others are always ſo ; and they are both to 
blame : For that which looks hke Vivacity 
and Induſtry in the one, is only a Reſtleſ- 
neſs and Agitation; and that which paſſes 
in the other, for Moderation and Reſerve, 
is but a drowſy and unactive Sloth. Some 
are perpetually ſhifting from one thing to 
another; others again, make their whole 
Life but a kind of uneafy Sleep. Some 
lie toſſing and turning, *rill very Wearineſs 
brings them to Reſt: There are many Pro- 
perties and Diverſities of Vice; but it is one 
never- failing Effect of it to live diſpleas'd. 
We do all of us labour under inordinate 
Deſires; we are either timorous, and dare 
not venture; or venturing we do not 
ME ſucceed; 
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ſucceed 3 or elſe we caſt ourſelves upon 
uncertain Hopes, where we are perpetual- 
ly ſollicitous, and in Suſpence, We live 
and die reſtleſs and irrefolute ; we gro 
impatient, and aſhamed of ourſelves ; and 
ſuppreſs our inward Vexation, till it breaks 
our Hearts for want of Vent. In ſhort, we 
divide our Lives betwixt a Diſlike of the 
4 1 and a Deſire of the future; but 
he that lives as he ſhould, orders himſelf 
ſo, as neither to fear, nor to wiſh for To- 
marrow : If it comes, tis welcome; but 
if not, there's nothing loſt ; for that which 
is come, is but the ſame over again with 
r. 5 
One ſovereign Remedy againft Misfor- 
tunes and Diſcontent, is Conſtancy cf 
Mind. Nothing can be above him that i 
above Fortune: He is Proof againſt Cala. 
mities; can take as ſound a Sleep in a Barn 
as in a Palace, and a Bottle of Ha makes 
him as good a Lodging as a Bed of Down: 
Should every thing ſucceed to his Wiſb, i 
would not tranſport him; nor would he 
think himſelf miſerable, if he ſhould not 
have one quiet Hour in his whole Lit. 
But he that ſets up his Reſt upon Continger- 
cies, ſhall never be quiet, We cannot pro 
pounce a Man happy, that depends upon 
Fortune for his Happineſs 3 for nothing 


Ca) 


Dial; ev 


| happen, as what commonly does : 
ay to make future Calamities eaſy to us, 
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can be more pre 
the Good of a reaſonable Creature in unrea- 
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epoſterous, than to place 


ſonable Things. What Hall come to paſs, 
we know not; but what may come to pals 
we know : And, methinks we ſhould not 
find ſo much Fault with Fortune for her 
Inconſtancy, when we ourſelves ſuffer a 
Change every Moment that we live; only 
other Changes make more Noiſe, and this 
ſteals upon us like the Shadow upon a 


Jot as certainly, but more 
inſenſibly. We ſhould therefore prepare 


ſor a Shipwreck in the Port, and for a. 
| Tem 


in a Calm: We ſhould ſet be- 
fore our Eyes 
man Nature, and confider as well what may 
For the 


is, to make them Familiar to us m the 
Contemplation, I would rather make my 
Fortune, than expect it; being neither de- 
preſ9d with her Injuries, nor dazzled with 
her Favours. When Zeno was told, that all 
his Goods were drown*d, V then, ſays 
he, Fortune bas a Mind to make me @ Pbi- 
leber. 
advance his Mind above her Threats or 
Flatteries; for he that has once gotten the 


better of her, is ſafe for ever. 


Plutarch 


the whole Condition of hu- 


Tis a great Matter ſor a Man to 


ce 
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Plutarch has remark'd, that every Man 
hath a Store-Houſe of Contentment, and 
Trouble in his own Boſom; and that the 
Veſſels which contain Good and Evil, are 
not placed at Jupiter's Threſhold, but in 
the Receſſes of the Mind : The Variety of 
our Paſſions are an abundant Demonſtrz- 
tion. The Fool doth not difcern, and con- 
ſequently cannot mind the Good that ij; 
obvious to him; for his Thoughts are ill 
intent upon the future. But the prudent 
Man retrteves Things that were loft out 
of their Oblivion, by Strength of Recol- 
teftion, renders them perſpicuous, and en- 
joys them, as if they were preſent : Hap- 

pmeſs having only a few coy Minutes to be 
courtced in, the Man that hath no Intellectu- 
als, neglects this Opportunity, and ſo it 
ſhdes away from his Senſe, and no more 
belongs to him. . 

To make a right Eſtimate of this World, 
we ſhould conſider it as a Stage, and our- 
ſelves but as Actors; and to reſolve that it 
is very little material what Part we play, 
ſo we do it well: And to do it well, is to 
come off with Applauſe from others, and 
Satisfaction to ourſelves, 

But we purſue Meaſures directly con- 
trary : We take the magnifying Glaſſes of 
Diſcontent, when we view our own Mile- 
ries, 
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ries, and others Felicities; but look u 

our own Enjoy ments, and their Sufferings, 
through the contracting Optics of Ingrati- 
tude and Incompaſſion. It is a very ill- na- 
tured thing for any Man to think himſclf 
more miſerable, becauſe another is happy; 
and yet this is the very thing by which 
alone many Men have made themſelves 
wretched, creating Wants to themſclves, 
merely from the envious an of 
other Men's Abundance. 

One principal Means to. bring us to a 
State of Content and Tranquility, 1s to 
determine within ourſelves, that there is 
no wrangling with Fortune; no being out 
of Humour for Accidents z; whatſoever be- 
falls us in our Lot, and whether in Ap- 
pearance it be good or bad, it is God's 
Pleaſure, and it is our Duty to bear it. 
When a Man has once gotten a Habit of 
Virtue, all his Actions are equal; he is 
conſtantly one and the ſame Man: The 
Sum of human Duty may be comprehend- 
ed in few Words: Patience, where we are 
to ſuffer ; and Prudence, in what we are 
to do. 

It is a frequent Complaint in the World, 
that the Things we enjoy are but few, tran- 
ktory, and uncertain; ſo ungrateful a Con- 
ſtruction do we make of the divine Boun- 
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ty. Hence it 1s, that we are neither wil. 
ling to die'nor contented to live; betwixt 
the Fear of the one, and the Deteſtation of 
the other. Hence it is, that we are per. 
petually-ſhifting of Counſels, and ſtill cray. 
ing of more; becauſe that which we call 
Felicity, is not able to Fill us. Thoſe 
Things which all Men covet, are but ſpe- 
cious Out Sides, and there is nothing in 
them of ſubſtantial Satisfaction. Nor is 
there any thing ſo hard and terrible in the 
contrary as the Vulgar imagine; only the 
Word Calamity has an ill Reputation in 
the World, and the very Name is more 
grievous than the Thing itſelf. What have 
J to complain of, if I can turn that to 
Happineſs, which others count a Miſery ? 
A wiſe Mar either repels, or elects, as he 
fees the Matter before him, without fear- 
ing the IIl which he rejects, or admiring the E 
what he chuſes. Our Condition is good delin 


enough if we make the beſt on it, and our t 
Felicity is in our own Power. Things I 
that are adventitious have no Effect upon what 
him that ſtudies to make ſure of his Hap- for 
pineſs within himſelf. It is not with com- 8 al 
mon Accidents of Life, as with Fire and Wa 
Sword, that burn and cut all alike ; but by 


Misfortunes work more or leſs, according 


to the Weakneſs or Reſolution of the Pa- Add 
| tient: 


F 
CONTENTMENT. 383 
tient: And he that | Sos for the Loſs of 
caſual Comforts, ſhall never want Occaſion 
CR” 
Reſtleſſneſs of Mind, Inequality of Hu- 
mour, Inconſtancy of Affection, and Un- 
certainty of Conduct, are all Vices of the 
Soul, but different; and as like as they 
appear, are not always found in one and 
th fame Subje&t. Every thing is ſtrange 
in the Humours, Morals, and Manners of 
Men: One lives Sour, Paſſionate, Cove- 
tous, Furious, Submiſſive, Laborious, and 
full of his own Intereſts, who was born Gay, 
Peaceable, Indolent, Magnificent, of a no- 
ble Courage, and far from any thing baſe 
and pitiful: The Cares of Life, the Cir- 
cumſtances they find themſelves in, and the 
Law of Neceſſity, force Nature, and cauſe 
ſuch great Changes. Thus ſuch a Man, at 
the Bottom, and in himſelf, is not to be 
defined; Abundance of Things which are 
out of his Power, change, turn, and over- 
turn him: He is not really what he is, or 
what he appears to be. Tis ſo common 
for Man not to be happy, and fo eſſential 
to all Good to be acquired with Trouble, 
that what comes with Eaſe is ſuſpected: 
We can hardly comprehend how any thing, 
which coſts us ſo little, can be for our 
Advantage, or how, by juſt Meaſures, we 
could 
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could reach the Ends we. propoſed : We 


| think we deſerve good Fortunes, but ous ton 
1 ſeldom to depend on it. There 3 1 
1 good Things which we moſt paſſionately 1 
| il deſire, and the very Idea of them moves Com 
and tranſports us; yet if we happen to __ 
obtain them, we are leſs ſenſible of them _ 
than we thought we ſhould be; and leſs bi. oy 
ſy in rejoicing over them, than in aſpiring 4 
after greater. So there are ſome Evils ſo _ 
frighttul, and ſome Misfortunes ſo horrible — 
that we dare not think on them, and the af 
| very Proſpect makes us tremble : If they note 
chance to fall on us, we find more Relief noe | 
than we could imagine; we arm ourſelves prog 
againſt perverſe Fortune, and do better than hong 
we hop:d for, PAPER | bo Bo 
Is it not plain, that we ſet falſe Et. Jew 
mates on every thing that may befall us, * 1 
| foreſtall Objects with Prepoſſeſſions or = 
| Prejudices, and thereby become inſtru- on 
| mental to our own Uneaſineſs ? Indeed, and 
| if we could uſe our Eyes aright, and ſce = 
| Things in their true Shapes, a Compe- | 7 
| tency would be more pleaſing than Abun- T 
| dance; and the envied Pomp of Princes, 9 
| when balanced with the Cares and Hazards q 1 
| annexed, would rather make a wile Man 772 
| fear, than deſire Preferment. There is no 2 
kno 


greater Unhappineſs than the fond Admire 
| | tion 
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tion of other Mens Enjoy ments, and Con- 
tempt of our own : But if we would begin 
at the right End, and look with as much 


Compaſſion on the Adverſitics of others, as. 


we do with Envy at their Proſperittes, every 
Man would find Cauſe to fit down content- 
edly with his own Burden, + 

But the Nature of Man is extremely que- 
rulous: We know not what we would have; 
and when we have it, we know not how to 
like it: We would be happy, yet we would 
not die: We would live long, yet we would 
not be old: We abound with Complaints, 
yet nothing diſlikes us but the preſent ; for 
what we condemn while it was, once paſt 
we magnify, and ſtrive to recal it out of the 
Jaws of Time. Every Bleſſing that is lent 


us through our Ingratitudes and Diſcontents, 
hath ſomething to diſparage and diſtaſte it. 


Children bring Cares ; Single Life is wild 
and ſolitary; Religion nicely ſevere ; Li- 


| berty lawleſs; Wealth burdenſome ; and 


Mediocrity contemptible : Every thing has 
its Fault, either in Abundance, or Defi- 
ciency, 


The diſcontented Man is ever head- 


ſtrong and ſelf- will'd, yet does not tie him- 


ſelf to Eſteem, or pronounce according to 


Reaſon 3 ſome Things he muſt diſlike, ne. 


knows not wherefore, but he likes them 
8 not: 
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not : Every thing he meddleth with, he 
either findeth imperfect, or maketh ſo: If 
but an unſeaſonable Shower croſs his Re. 
creation, he is ready to fall out with Hea. 
ven, and thinks he is wrong'd, if God vil 
not take his Times when to rain, and when 
to ſhine: He is a Slave to Envy; and 
loſeth Fleſh with fretting,. not ſo much at 
his own Infelicity, as at others Good: Nei. 
ther hath he Leiſure to joy in his own 
Bleſſings, whilſt another proſpereth: Fain 
would he ſee ſome Mutinies; but dares not 
raiſe them : Nothing but Fear keeps him 
from Conſpiracies; and no Man is more 
cruel, when he is not manacled with Danger: 
The Inconſtant and he, agree well in their 
Felicity, which both place in Change : But 
herein they differ; the Inconſtant Man af- 
fects that which will be; the Diſcontented, 

commonly that which was. 
Diſcontentment is a Mixture of Anger, 
and of Griefs; both which are wont to raiſe 
up fearful Tempeſts in the Soul. What 
can be more fooliſh, than for a Man, be- 
cauſe he thinks God hath made him miſera- 
ble by Croſſes, to make himſelf more 
miſerable by his own Diſtempers? If a Man 
will ſpurn againſt ſtrong Iron Spikes, what 
can he hope to carry away but Wounds? 
How witleſs a Thing it is, for a Man to 
torment 
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torment himſelf with the Thoughts of thoſe 
Evils that are paſt all Remedy? What wiſe 
Beholder would not have ſmiled with Pity 
and Scorn, to have ſeen the great Auguſtus, 
after the Defeat of ſome choice Troops, 
knock his Head againſt the Wall, and hear 
him paſſionately cry out, O Varus, reſtore 
me my Legions! Yet thus froward and 
tetchy is Nature in the beſt, If we may not 
have all we would have, all that we have is 
nothing: If we be not perfectly humour'd 
we are wilfully unthankful. | 

*Tis certain, our Repinings proceed no 
from any Defect of the heavenly Bounty, 
but from the malignant Temper within us : 
It might be one great Furtherance to our 
Content, if we would but conſider how lit- 
tle will ſuffice Nature, and that all the reſt 
is but Matter of Opinion. Indeed, what 
Uſe is there of more than what may nouriſh 
us within, and cover us without? And yet 
do we rove over all the Latitude of Nature 
for Contentment; our Appetites are truly 
unreaſonable, and will know no Bounds : 
We begin with Neceſſaries, as Pliny juſtly 
obſerves 3 and from thence we riſe to Ex- 
ceſs, puniſhing ourſelves with our own 
wild Defires : Whereas, if we were wile, 
we might find Mediocrity an Eaſe. God 
hath placed none of us in ſo barren a Soil, 
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in ſo forlorn a State, but there is ſomethin 
perhaps in it which may afford us Comfort: 
But if in a ſullen Humour, we will not 
cultivate our Field, becauſe we have, per- 
haps, more mind to our Neighbour's, we 
may thank ourſelves if we ſtarve; the de- 
ſpiſing of what God has given us, is but a 
cold Invitation to farther Bounty: This 


complaining Humour is a Sickneſs of the 


Mind, and a perpetual craving of the Ap- 
petite, without any Poſſibility of Saus 
faction. 

The molt effectual Motives to the obtain- 


ing a due Tranquility of Mind, and Reſig- 


nation of Spirit, in every Change of Lite, 
is to reflect, that if there be any Happineſs 
to be found upon Earth, it 1s in that which 
we call Content: Though this is a Flower 


that grows not in every Garden. To be- 


come Maſters of this great Bleſſing, ve 


muſt confine our Deſires to a proper Com- 


paſs, put our Appetites under a Reſtraint, 
and our Paſſions under Subjection: Not be 
con: inually graſping at Poſſeſſions out of 
our Reach, founding our Bliſs on imagi- 

nary Attainments, or repining at the Station 
in which Heaven has placed us, and think- 


ing any other would conduce more to our 
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The Tranſitorineſs of all Earthly Enjoy- 
ments, the unſatisfying Condition of them, 
and the, Danger of over-eſteeming them, 
ſhould wean us from Sourneſs or Diſcon- 
tent at being depriv*d of them. The Con- 
ſiderations, that divine Providence over- 
rules all Events, that a little will ſuffice the 
Neceſlities of Nature, will convince us, that 
we ought to abate our Deſires, to digeſt. 


Tmall and ſeeming Inconveniencies, and to 
think that our preſent Condlition is beſt for 


us. By this Means we ſhall neither repine 
at our Neighbour's Happineſs, nor conceive 
ourſelves unfortunate 3 be never anxious for 
the future, nor uneaſy at the preſent ; but 
enjoy a Temper and Serenity of Soul, and 
put it out of the Power of Fate or Fortune 
to harraſs or diſcompole us. 


S 3 RETIRE- 


RETIREMENT. 


ETIREMENT is a ſort of 
Sleep to a wearied Nature ; when we 
have run through the Tumults and Fatigues 
of Life, when we are harraſgd out with Bu- 
ſineſs and Hurry, we are glad to take 
Shelter in a calm Privacy, and put in, as 
to a ſafe Harbour, out of the troubled 
Ocean, ; LY 

Cicero, 1s not for allowing any the Bene- 
fits of Retirement, who can be ſerviceable 
in a State of Activity, and only permits 
them an Exemption from Employment, 
when they are diſabled from Buſineſs by 
Want of Health, or called off by ſome 
more important Reaſon, Qyibus autem la- 


lis nulla fit cauſa, fi deſpicere je dicunt ea, 


que plerique admirantur, Imperia & Ma- 


giſtratus; iis non modo non laudi, verum 
etiam vitio dandum puto. But thoſe who have 
no ſuch Pleas to excuſe them, if they yet pro- 
fejs to deſpiſe what the Generalily 7, 1 
| or 


RETIREMENT. 391 


World are fond of, Command and Office, I 
think they are not only not to be commended, 
but cenſured for withdrawing. 
Seneca, who ſpent the greateſt Part of his 
Life in a Court, ſeems to be of a contrary 
Opinion: He tells his Son, There is no Op- 
portunity ſcapes me of enquiring where you 
are, what you do, and what Company you 
keep: And I am well enough pleaſed, that 
I can hear nothing concerning you, for it 
ſhews that you live retired, A general Con- 
verſation is neither eaſy, nor abſolutely ſafe; 
and yet our Retreats may look like Often- 
tation, 7 | . 
*Tis a fair Step towards Happineſs and 
Virtue, to delight in the Converſition of 
good, and of wiſe Men; and where that 
cannot be had, the next Point, 1s, to keep 
no Company at all. Solitude affords Buſi- 
neſs enough, and the Entertainment is com- 
fortable and eaſy. To live hidden, was ne- 
ver but ſafe and pleaſant ; but then, ſo much 
better, when the World is worſe. Itisa 
Happineſs, not to be a Witneſs of the Miſ- 
chief of the Time, which it is hard to ſce, 
and be guiltleſs. Your Philoſophical Cell 
is a ſafe Shelter from Tumults, from Vices, 
tom Diſcontentments. | 
Beſides that lively honeſt and manly Plea- 
ſure which ariſes from the Gain of Know- 
S 4 | ledge 
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ledge i in the deep Myſteries of Nature, how 
_ eaſy is it in Retirement to live free from 
the common Cares, from the Infe&ion of 
common Evils! Who is envied, and who 
pitied at Court, who buys Hopes and Kind- 
neſs deareſt, who lays ſecret Mines to blow 
vp another, that himſelf may ſucceed, can 
never trouble you. Theſe Cares dare not 
enter into a Sanctuary of Peace: Thence 
you can fee now all that live public are 
toſs'd in theſe Waves, and pity them: You 
ſit as on a high Rock above the Waters, 
and laugh at the Tempeſt that cannot reach 
you. This View of Retirement brings to 
my Mind a Paſſage of Lucretius, beautiful - 
ly tranſlated by Mr. Dryden; which bears 
no ſmall Reſemblance to,what I have ad- 
vanced. 


"Tis FO ſafely to behold from Shore 

The rowling Ship; and hear the Tempeſt roar: 

Not that another*s Pain is our Delight, 

But Pains unfelt, preduce the peaſing Sight. 

*Tis pleaſant alſo to behold from far 

The moving Legions mingled in the War. 

But much more ſweet, thy labouring Steps \ 
to guide | 

To Virtues Heights, with Wiſdom well ſup- 

lyd, 
Aud wt the Magazines of Learning fortify'a J 


From 
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From thence to look below on Human Kind, 

Bewilder'd in the Maze of Life and blind. 

O wretched Man! in what a Miſt of Life, 

Inclosd with Dangers, and with noiſy Strife, 

He ſpends his little Span; and over. feeds 

His cramm'd Deſires with more than Nature 

MET (0 

For Nature wiſely ſtints our Appetite, 

And craves no more than undiſturb'd Deligbi; 

Which Minds, unmix'd with Cares and Fears, 
obtain, 


A Soul ſerene, a Body void of Pain. 


But however amiable the Bleſſing of Re- 
tirement may look, and be conſider'd by 
ſome,” I am not inſenſible there are others 
who will object, that though Solitude pro- 
miſes fair, and is a ſtrong Entertainment 
to a melancholy Fancy, yet were the 
Notion driven up, and try'd in its fartheſt 
Extent, we ſhould quickly change our 
Opinion. They ſay, that like a great 
many other Things, it is better in Pro- 
ſpect, than Poſſeſſion : Like a Summer's 


Cloud in the Evening, it looks ſoft and 


fine at a Diſtance, and preſents us with a 
great many pretty Figures; but when you 
come cloſe to the Object, the Colours are 
rubbed out, and the Subſtance ſhrinks : 


Tbere is nothing remaining but empty Air; 


8 5 nothing 
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nothing that will either either feed the Eye, 
or fill the Graſp. 5 

It may be further urged, That Adam was 
created in the Perfection of his Species; 
that there was nothing but Plenty and Plea- 
ſure, Innocence and Security in View; he 
had neither Want to diſtreſs him, Danger 
to alarm him, or Guilt to make him un- 


eaſy: But notwithſtanding this Paradiſe, 


both without and within, God ſaw his Be- 
ing imperfect, and that *twas not good for 
bim to be alone, If Happineſs then is im- 
practicable without Society, if Solitude, 


ſtrictly taken, won't do in Paradiſe, 'tis in 


vain to expect from it clſewhere. 
If a Perſon, ſays Tully, of Senſe and 
Probity, was furniſhed with all the Beſſings 
f Life, and had never fo much Wealth, 
Leiſure, and Largeneſs of Underſtanding, 
yet if he was barr'd all Manner of Com- 
pany, and never allowed ſo much as to ſee 
a Man, he had better throw up his Being, 
and fairly take leave of the World. In- 
deed, a Man well accommodated, may 
love Company from a more generous Mo- 
tive, than that of Pride or Vanity; to tranſ- 
fuſe his Satisfaction, and ſhew his good Na- 
ture; to inſtruct, to oblige, and entertain. 
There may be this Objection, indeed, 
made to Retirement, That Solitude gives rs 
„„ muc 


KETIREMENT. - 397 


much Leiſure for Reflection, opens an unac- 
ceptable Scene, and ſhews a Man the Pover- 
ty of his own Nature: For let the Outſide 
look never fo fair, *rwill by no Means bear 
the Teſt of a thorough Inſpection; the 
Stores, when examined, will fall ſtrangely 
ſhort : The moſt knowing and powerful will 
ſoon be at a Stand: They will quickly per- 
ceive their Underſtanding puzzled, and their 
Will check'd, in Abundance of Things. 
Beſides, the Uncertainty of the Future, and 
the Thoughts of Death will crowd in: In 
ſhort, nothing but the Supports of Religion 
can make a Man fit to entertain himſelf. 
Now, Company gives Buſineſs and Diver- 
ſion, draws the Mind abroad, and keeps 
People's Thoughts from Prey ing upon 
themſelves. 

It often happens, that if we cannot be 
courted, and have our Will, we fall into a 
Fit of Retirement, and make Company no 
longer. How often do the Declenſions of 
Intereſt, the Misfortunes in Love, or Am- 
bition, drive People out of Buſineſs and 
Sight, and make them withdraw to Priva- 
cy? As Children, when they are croſo'd in 
their Fancy, walk off, and ſtand ſullen in 
a Corner. Some People hkewile retire, to 
conceal their Defects: They are ſufficiently 
acquainted with the lean Temper of the Ge- 
nerality : How forward the World is to ſpy 

8 6 out 
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out a Fault, and publiſh a Diſadvantage ; 
and therefore, they are unwilling to have 
the Imperfections of Age, cr Fortune gazed 
at and remark'd : Too much Light diſco- 
vers the Wrinkles z which makes them 
chuſe to ſit out of the Sun. | 
Plutarch hath writ a ſhort Treatiſe 
on this Queſtion, Mpetber it was rightly 
ald, LIVE Concear'd. The Philoſo- 
pher ſcems poſitive, that he who ſaid it, 
had no mind to live conceal'd, but ſpoke it 
with Deſign of being taken notice of for 
his very ſay ing it: As if he ſaw deeper 
into Things than every Vulgar Eye, and 


to purchaſe to himſelf a Reputation, how 


unjuſtly ſoever, by inveigling others into 
Obſcurity and Retirement : That beſides, 
the Thing itfelf ſounded ill, to bid us keep 
all our Life-Time out of the World's Eye, 
as if we had rifled the Sepulchres of the 
Dead; or done ſuch Deteſtable Villanies, 
as we muſt hide for: As if it were grown 
a Crime to live, unleſs we could keep all 
others from knowing we do ſo. From this 
Poſition, he proceeds to pronounce, That 
even an ill-Liver ought not to withdraw 
from the Converſe of others; no, let him 
be known, let him be reclaim'd, let him 
repent : If he have any Stock of Virtue, 
let it not lie unemployed ; or if he have 


been viciouſly bent, let him not by fying 
; 4 
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the Means continue unreclaim'd and un- 
curd. All the Infirmities of a diſſolute 
Life, all the irregular Paſſions of the 
Soul, ought be laid open to the View 
of all, and undergo the Touch of every 
{ſkilful Hand, that all who examine into 
the Temper, may be able to 9 81 ac- 
cordingly. Doth Anger tranſport us? Let 
us take the Advice to ſhun the Occaſions 
of it. Doth Love torment, or Jealouſy 
diſtract us? From Converſation, we ſhall 
be taught Expedients to remove or weather 
our Paſſions. „ 

Again, if, on the other Hand, this Ad- 
vice be calculated for the Owners of 
Worth and Virtue; if they muſt be con- 
demn'd to Privacy, and live unknown to 
the World; what would this have amount- 
ed to, but in Effect, to bid Epaminondas 
lay down his Arms; to bid Tycurgus can- 
cel his Laws; to bid Thraſibylus ſpare the 
Tyrants; in a Word, to bid Pythagoras 
forbear his Inſtructions; and Socrates, his 
Reaſonings and Diſcourſes? What would 
it be, but to ſentence Virtue to be doom'd 


to Oblivion, Art to Idleneſs and Inacti- 


vity, Philoſophy to Silence, and all a Man's 
Happineſs to be forgotten? If in the 


State of Life we are under, we muſt 


be ſecluded from all Knowledge and Ac- 


quaintance 
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quaintacne with the World, let it be only 
ſuch who make it the whole Buſineſs of 
Life to heap Pleaſure upon Pleaſure: 
Let ſuch live Recluſes all their Days : 
But what ſhould they hide their Heads 
for, who, with regard to the Works of 
Nature, own and magnify a Divine Being, 
who celebrate his Juſtice and Providence, 
who in Point of Morality are due Obſer- 
vers of the Law, Promoters of Society 
and Community among Men, Lovers of 
the Commonwealth, and in the Admini- 
ſtration thereof, prefer the common Good 
before a private Advantage? What ſhould 
ſuch Men cloiſter up themſelves, and live 
Recluſes from the World for? Would you 
have them out of the Way, for fear they 
ſhould teach others to be good coo? For 
fear they ſhould ſet a good Example, and 
allure others to Virtue out of Emulation 
of the Precedent? For to be known to the 
World under ſome eminent Character, not 
only carries a Reputation with it, but makes 
the Virtues in us become practical like 
Light; which renders us not only viſible, 
but uſeful to others. 3 

It may be ſtill argued in Diſcountenance 
of Solitude and Retirement, that Men's 
natural Parts lying unemployed for lack 
of Acquaintance with the World, r 
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tract a kind of Filth or Ruſt and Cra- 
zineſs thereby: For ſottiſh Eaſe, and a 
Life wholly ſedentary, and given up to 
Idleneſs, ſpoils and debilitates, not only 
the Body, but the Soul too: And as cloſe 
Waters ſhadowed over by bordering Trees, 
and ſtagnated in Default of Springs to ſup- 
ply Current and Motion to them, become 
foul and corrupt; ſo the innate Faculties 
and Powers of a dull unſtirring Soul, what- 
ever Uſefulneſs, whatever Seeds of Good 
ſhe may have taken in her, yet when ſhe 
puts not thoſe Powers into Action, when 
once they ſtagnate, they looſe their Vigour, 
and run to Decay. A Man's Reaſon (like 
Fire, ſcarce viſible, and juſt going out) 
retires into itſelf; and what with Inactivity 
and Dulneſs, every little fleeting Object ſo 
ſhatters and endangers the extinguiſhing it, 
that there remain but ſome obſcure and 
glimmering Indications that the Man is 
alive, Therefore he that caſts himſelf into 
obſcure Retirements, he that fits ſurround- 
ed in Darkneſs, and buries himſelf alive, 
ſeems, in Plutarch's Mind, to repine at 
his own Birth, and grudges he ever had a 
Being. 

All this, I muſt own, makes againſt a 
State of Retirement; to which there may 
be other Conſiderations ſubjoined, which, 

| as 
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as Mr, Collier has term'd it ſhould-keep us 
from diſincorporating ourſelves. We had 
our Being from Mankind; our Support, 
our Education, the Growth of our Bodies, 
and the Progreſs of our Reaſon, came all, 


under God, through their Hands, All the 
Pleaſure and Conveniencies of Life are con- 
vey*d to us by this Channel: And, there. 


fore, if Solitude could provide us Neceſſaries, 
and furniſh us to our Wiſhes, which his 
impoſſible, yet we ought not to diſband, 
and break looſe from Human Society : 
We ſhould rather continue upon the Spot, 
and diſcharge the Obligation, For 
ſhould every body be overgrown with this 
Shyneſs and Chagrin, ſhould they run of 
ſingle, and not endure the Sight of each 
other, not only States and Kingdoms, Arts 
and Sctences, Laws and Religion, but even 
Human Nature itſelf wauld fink and be 
deſtroy d. The. | 

But, farther, What if general Kindneſs, 
and Chriſtian Charity, ſo ſtrongly enjoin'd 
in the Scripture, be utterly inconſiſtent with 
an abſolute Retirement? For which Way 


can any Virtue be exerciſed without Object 


or Opportunity? All Inſtances of Affecti- 
on and Sympathy, and all Works of Mercy, 
are impracticable upon this Scheme, How 


can he that abſconds from the whole World, 


and 


— 
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and lives literally by himſelf, either feed 
the Hungry or cloath the Naked? How 


or vifit thoſe under Sickneſs or Confine- 
ment? What Poſſibility is there df his in- 
ſtructing the Ignorant, of comforting the 
Afflicted, or correcting the audacious Liber- 
tine? Is it not to renounce human Socie- 
ty; Is it not to renounce Chriſtianity, and 


— 


can ſuch a one be hoſpitable to Strangers, 


cut our ſelves off from the Communion of 


the Church: Of the Church, which im- 
plies Company, and is enough to diſcou- 
rage Solitude, by the very Idea and Name 
of it? cs 

But after all theſe henious Charges are 
weighed, and aggravated with additional 
Circumſtances and Argument, a calm Re- 
tirement may not only be excuſable, but 
often a Part of our Duty. I would not 
by Retirement be thought to- imitate a 
wild and ſavage Withdrawing from all 
Commerce with Human Kind, or to pre- 
ſcribe the Solitude of a Deſart: This would 
be inverting the Bleſſings and Benefits of 
ſuch a State; this would be to derive it 
from a Sickneſs of the Mind, prevailing 


Melancholy, and Splenetic Reſolutions; I 


would not be underſtood to recommend it 
farther, than a ſeaſonable Retiring from 
Tumult and Diſtraction; from Vice and 


Imperti- 


— CT. 
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Impertinence; from Vanity, and Fatigue. 
It is not impoſſible to live at eaſe, to ſive 
to Heaven and Ourſelves, and yet be fer- 
viceable to our Fellow - Creatures? Muſt 
we, like Gally-Slaves, be for ever labour. 
ing at the Oar of Buſineſs, ſtruggling with 
Frauds, and buſtling with Inquietudes; and 
is there no Portion of our Days allowed 
us to Reſt and Tranquility; no Reprieve 
from Toil and Uneaſineſs? Muſt our 
Healths and Conſtitutions, our Comforts 
and Satisfactions, be given up and ſacrificed 
to eternal Anxieties? May we never be al- 
lowed to plead the Privilege of our La- 
bours, ſue out our Diſmiſſion, and with- 
draw from Fatigue? Is 
It is certain all Mankind love Eaſe; 
though Ambition and Avarice employ moſt 
Men's Thoughts; they are ſuch uneaſy 
Habits, that we do not indulge them out 
of Choice, but from ſome Neceſſity, real 
or imaginary, We ſeek Happineſs, in 
which Eaſe is the principal Ingredient ; 
and the End propoſed in our moſt reſtleſs 
Purſuits, is Tranquility. We are therc- 
fore ſoothed and delighted with the Re- 
preſentation of it, and fancy we partake 
of the Pleaſure. Are not Health, Tran- 
quility, and pleaſing Objects, the Growth 
of the Country? And though Men, for the 
5 general 
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Good of the World, are made to 
love populous Cities, the Country hath the 
greateſt - Share in an uncorrupted Heart. 
When we paint, deſcribe, or any Way in- 
dulge-our Fancy, the Country i is the Scene 
which ſupplies us with the moft lovely 
Images. This State was that wherein God 
placed Adam when in Paradiſe; nor could all 
the fanciful Wits of Antiquity imagine any 
Thing that could adminiſter more en 
Delight in their Elyſium. 

The Fruit we gather from our many 
Days of Company is very little: We ſcat- 


ter much in Converſation, we gather but 


ſmall Profit z but for the few Hours we 


ſpend in Retirement and Recollection, the 


Return is very conſiderable; and the great- 
er Portions of our Time we lay out for our- 
ſelves hereafter. 

A Gentleman in a Country Life enjoys 
Paradiſe with a Temper fit for it; who 
underſtands the Station in which Heaven 
and Nature have placed him ; he is more 
ſuperior to thoſe of lower Fortune by his 
Benevolence, than his Poſſeſſions; and juſt- 
ly divides his Time between Solitude and 
Company, ſo as to uſe the one for the other. 
His Life is ſpent in good Offices to his 
Neighbours, and his Counſel and Know- 
ledge are a Guard to the Simplicity and Inno- 
cence 
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cence of thoſe of lower Talents, and the En. 
tertainment and Happineſs of thoſe of equal, 
To a thinking Man it muſt ſeem Pro- 
digious, that the very Situation in a 
Country Life does not incline Men to a 
Scorn of the mean Gratifications ſome take 
in it. To ſtand in a Stream naturally 
lulls the Mind into Compoſure and Re- 
verence; to walk in Shades, diverlifies 
that Pleaſure; and a bright Sun-ſhine 
makes a Man conſider all Nature in Glad- 
nefs, and himſelf the happieſt Being in it. 
as he is the moſt conſcious of her Gifts 
and Enjoy ments. It would be the moſt 
1mpertinent Piece of Pedantry imaginable, 
to form our Pleaſures by Imitation of 
others; I will not therefore mention Scipio 
and Lælius, who are generally produced 
on this Subject as Authorities for the Charms 
of a rural Life. N | 
He that does not feel the Force of agree- 
able Views and Situations in his own Mind, 
will hardly arrive at the Satisfactions 
they bring from the Reflections of others. 
However, they who have a Taſte that 
Way, are more particularly inflamed with 
Deſire, when they ſee others in the Enjoy- 


ment of it; eſpecially when Men carry |} 


into the Country a Knowledge of the 
World, as well as of Nature, The 780 
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fure of ſuch Perſons is endeared and re- 
fined by Reflection upon Cares and In- 
quietudes The Abſence of paſt Labours 
doubles preſent Pleaſures, which are ſtill 
augmented, if the Perſon in Solitude has 
the 3 of being addicted to Let. 
ters. 

To retire for Quiet, and the Benefit 
of Thinking, is certainly commendable z 
Amici fures Temporis, ſaid the Lord Bacon. 
Converſation is a Thief that ſteals away a 
great Part of our Time, and uſually ſtuffs 
our Memory with Rubbiſh; Solitude is 
a' great Relief in ſuch Caſes; and wiſe 
Men are glad to get clear of the Croud, 
for freſh Air and Breathing. In Retire- 
ment we taſte the Sweets of a quiet 
Repoſe, and entertain ourſelves with 
Freedom; nay, we live more in two 
Days of Retreat, and are more ſenſible of 
what Life is, than in two Years full of 
Buſineſs and Trouble; and we ſee greater 
Things in MORNE, than abroad in the 
World. 

What do we ſee great in the World, 
unleſs it be perhaps an Army, the Siege 
of a Town, or the Court of a Prince? 
Theſe are Things we are quickly accuſtom- 
ed to, and which only appear great to us 
at the firſt Sight, But in Reꝛirement, - 

loo 
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look upon the different Works of Nature; 
the Sun- riſing and ſetting; a ſtill Night, 
and thoſe Planets which ſo majeſtically 
row] over our Heads, which we continually 
admire. 1 | 

It muſt be, in Reality, a great Miſery 
for a Man never to be his own : Too much 
Acquaintance makes us Strangers to our- 
ſelves; and the more we converſe with 
Men, the leſs we converſe with our own 
Boſoms. There are indeed Degrees of 
Solitude, and we may be miſtaken if we 
think it a Sanctuary againſt all Vices, or 


that there are not ſuch, who embrace it 


merely for a larger in criminal En- 

joy ments. They withdraw, as Tiberius 

did to Capree, to be more at leiſure for 

their Vices, to debauch without Interrup- 

tion, and be ſomewhat coyered from Cen- 
ſure and Obſervation” 

Some People's Melancholy has driven 
them to an Exceſs; they are loſt in a 
Miſt of the Spleen ; they think all Society 
. infectious; and, that every Mortal has 
the Tokens upon him, and fo retire to 
ſcape being polluted. This indeed is a 
wrong Method; for at ſuch a Time, a 
Man ſhould awaken himſelf, and imme- 
diately ſtrike off into Buſineſs, or inno- 
cent Diverſion. Reſolution and _ 
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will quickly repel the Malignity, and diſ- 


cuſs the Humour. For to loſe the Com- 
forts of Life in a few Vapours, and to be 
ſmoked and ſmothered out of one's Rea- 
ſon, are far from Circumſtances of Cre- 
dir, *Tis not good to run the Length of 
a retired Fancy, nor ſuffer the Sp = to 


govern. Solitude muſt have a 99 as 


well as other Things. To over-drive Na- 


ture, and puſh the Experiment too far, ne- 


yer turns to any Account. 

People that retire, ſays Mr. Calier, 
ſhould examine the Difficulties, and pro- 
portion the Undertaking to their Strength; 


a thorough Scrutiny of the Inclinations, 
of the Will and the Power, is no more 


than a neceſſary Precaution. Without 
this preliminary Prudence a Man may 
over-burthen his Shoulders, and wade out 
of his Depth: Neither can the Way be 
made back ſometimes without Levity and 
Imputation. To live alone, though in a 


moderate Degree, will require ſome tolera- 


ble Proviſion in Books and Capacity: He 
that goes off unfurniſned in the Under- 
ſtanding, will make wretched Company 
for himſelf, He has only contrived a 
Settlement for a ſavage Life, and retires 
like a Beaſt to his Den. A Man may as 
well fail alone as in Company; there are 

Ways 
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Ways for it, until ſuch Tirhe as he hath 
are himſelf to be ibi Weatrum; ſo 
much to reſpect his Reaſon, and fear his 
Conſcience, that he cannot without Shame 
ſtumble or trip in their Preſence, that he 
dare not halt before himſelf, but bears a 
Kind of Reverence and Reſpect unto him. 
ſelf, which, next to Religion, is the chief. 
eſt Bridle againſt all Vice. 

We cannot have a nobler Motive to 
Retirement, than upon the Score of Reli. 
gion: To ſhut up the Proſpect of this 
World, that we may take the better View 
of the other, is a prudent Precaution, 
*Tis certainly good to retreat from Com- 
pany, and bar the Door upon Buſineſs 
and Diverſion; and when we are thus 
diſengaged, to inſpect our Practice, to 
ſtate our Accounts, and examine our Con- 
dition for Eternity. *Tis good to make 
a Stand by ourſelves, and conſider how 
well we are reconciled to a State of Sepa- 
ration, Things ſtanding thus, we ſhould 
_ endeavour to diſentangle before-hand, to 
untwiſt our Affection, and ſlide off from 
the World by Degrees; and fince the 
Objects of Senſe will ſhortly fail us, let 
us leflen the Correſpondence, and try a 
little to live without them: Let us apply 
to a more laſting Fund, and ſubſiſt our 

Happi- 
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lappineſs upon Thought. To retire for 
den Furpoſe as theſe, 4% beſt Improve- 
ment of Solitude : To be thus alone, is the 
Way to bring us to the moſt deſirable Com- 
any. Thoſe who have attained to that 
Sublimity. of Mind, as to be above all 
Worldly Cares, though they meddle with 
the World as being of the World, yet they 
do it ſo ſafely, that they cleave not to it, 
nor are aſtoniſhed to leave it. 8 
To come to a Concluſion; Solitude hath 
certainly more Pleaſures in it, than any 
public Employment ; for it drives us in- 
to Contemplation, which is ſo charming, 
that it may rather be ſaid to raviſh, than 
pleaſe, committing ſo open a Rapture up- 
on our Souls, that it puts them almoſt into 


N 80 Separation. It is an Abuſe of 


etirement, for Men to embrace it out of 
Meanneſs of Spirit, or for Weakneſs of 


Parts, as not fit to attain Greatneſs; and 
they ought to make it their Choice, purely 


to arrive at that Happineſs which is uſually 
enjoy'd in a retired virtuous Life. Sir 
Richard Bulſtrode, in his Eſſays, tells us of a 
King of Bohemia, who (retiring into a De- 
ſart, where he liv*d ſeveral Years with three 


poor Hermits) at his Death, told them, : 


There was no Greatneſs preferable 19 the 
Tranquility of that Solitude be had enjoyed 
5 GE 1 with 
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with them 1, which he eſteemed as true Hap- 
pineſs : Whereas that Life he bad led upon 
his Throne, deſerved more the Title of Death 
than Life. F © 

I remember it was the Saying of a wiſe 
Man, Crede mihi, qui bene latuit, bene vixit; 
Believe me, he that hath lain well con- 
ceaPd, bath liv'd well. But I muſt fay in 
our Retirement, if we only converſe with 


Earth, we ſhall be like it, that is, unlike . 


ourſelves : But if we are engaged in more 
refin'd and intellectual Entertainments, we 


| ſhall be ſomething more than ourſelves, 


that is, than this narrow Circumference 


of Earth ſpeaks us, the Soul being always 
like the Object of its Delight and Con- 


verſe. 

In ſhort, I would not be underſtood to 
recommend Retirement that ſhould make 
us ſupine, unactive, and uſeleſs : Eve- 
ry Station of Life has its Offices ; and 
there can be no Vacuum in our breathing 
Hours, but when, by Slumber, we repair 
our Nature. In our Retreats from the 
Hurry of public Employments, we muſt 
make ourſelves ſerviceable as far as we 
can: There are Duties which Solitude can- 
not exempt us from: We muſt extend 
our Hands to do good when Occaſion 
offers, and not abſolutely wrap ourſelves 


up 
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up in Contemplation. The Communica- 
tion of our Kindneſs from behind a Cloud, 
when *cis voluntary, and drawn down nei- 
ther by Force nor Expectation, implies a 
Generoſity, that ſeems a diſtant Imitation 
of the Divinity. 


T 2 AGE; 


F all the impertinent Wiſhes which 
we have expreſſed in Converſation, 
there is not one more unworthy a Gentleman, 
or a Man of liberal Edncation, than that 
of wiſhing one's ſelf younger. I have ob- 


ſerv'd, this Wiſh is uſually made upon 


Sight of ſome Object which gives the Idea 
of a paſt Action, which it is no Diſhonour 
to us that we cannot now repeat; or elle on 
what was in itſelf ſhameſul when we per- 
form'd it. It is a certain Sign of a fooliſh 
or diſſolute Mind, if we want our Youth 
again, only for the Strength of Bones and 
Sinews, which we once were Maſters of, 


When an old Man bewails the Loſs of ſuch 


Gratifications which are paſſed, he diſco- 


vers a monſtrous Inclination to that which 
is not in the Courſe of Providence to re- 
cal. The State of an old Man, who 1s 
diſſatisfyd merely for his being ſuch, is the 
moſt out of all Meaſure of Reaſon and 


godd Senſe of any Being we have an Ac- 
count 
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count of, from the higheſt. Angel to the 


- loweſt Worm. 


Old Age. is that. which we all deſire to 
alpire unto; and when we have attained, arc 
as ready to complain of as our greateſt Mi- 
ſery, verifying in Part that old Obſervation, 
That Wedlock and Age are i which 
we deſire and repent of, | 


Da þ VOL vite, multas da, Pubiter, annes 
Hoc recto wvulin, ſelum hoc 2 pallidus optas. 


Sed quam continuis, & quantis lage emal, 
Plena Malis? 


fans Juvena!: "WF 


Jove, grant me Length of Life and Years 


good Store | 
Heap on. my bending Back; 7 aſt no more: 
Bal Sick and Heal ful, Old and Young con- 
ire, 
In this one „ ly miſchievous Deſire. 
Miſtaken Bleſſing, which old Age they call ! 
Tis a long naſty darkſome Hoſpital ! 


Years alone, are Load enough for the 
Strength, much more for the Weakneſs 
of Age; but when Labour and Sorrow are 
added to the Weight, how can we but dou- 
ble under the Burden ? He was both old 

3 and 
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and wiſe, who ſaid, out of Experience, 
That the laſt Days are the Dregs of our 
Life; the clearer Part is good, and all 
drawn out; the Lees ſink down to the Bot- 
tom. Who can expreſs the miſerable In- 
conveniences that attend old Age, wherein 
our Cares muſt needs be multiplied accord- 
ing to the manifold Occaſions of our Af- 
fairs: For the World is a Net, in which 
the more we ſtir, the more we are entangled. 
And for our bodily Grievances, what Va- 
rieties do we here meet withal? What 
Aches of the Bones, what Convulſions of 
Sinews, what Torments of the Bowels, what 
Diſtillations of Rheum ; what Weakneſſes 
of Retention and Digeſtion, what Failings 
of the Memory, and Decays of the Senſes? 
Are not theſe they which the Preacher calls 
the Evil Days, and the Years wherein a 


the Sun, or the Light, or the Moon, or the 
, Stars, are darkned, or the Clouds return 
after the Rain: When the Keepers of the 
Houſe ſhall tremble, and the ſtrong Men ſhall 


cauſe they are few; and thoſe that look out of 
the Windows be darkned? In ſhort, Age is 
no other than the common Sewer, into which 
all Diſeaſes of our Life are wont to empty 


Man ſhall ſay, I have no Pleaſure; wherein, 


bow themſelves; and the Grinders ceaſe, be- 


themſelves: It is but the Winter of our 
| | ” Life; 


Life; how can we then 
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any other 
than gloomy Weather, chilling Froſts, 
Storms, and Tempeſts. . 

It gives no ſmall Trouble to Mankind, 


to conſider that the greateſt Part of Life is 


no better than a ſlow Conſumption; that 
we mult ſhortly ſink into a State of Weak- 


neſs and Inſignificancy, and grow unac- 


ceptable both to others and ourſelves: When 


our Limbs, and our Memory, and, it may 
be, our E e e too, will fail us; 


when nothing but a Fever will warm our 
Blood; and all the lively Perceptions are 
forced out of Pain: That Life, like an 
ill gotten Eſtate, conſumes inſenſibly, in 
deſpight of all imaginable Frugality. In- 
fancy is a State of Hope, and has the Ten- 
derneſs of Parents, or the Compaſſion of 
Strangers, to ſupport it. Youth, like a 
Bloſſom, gives us Beauty in Hand, and 
Fruit in Proſpect : But Age grows worſe 
and worſe upon the Progreſs, ſinks deeper 
in Sorrow and Neglect, and has no Relict 
to expect but the Grave, | 

But whilſt we do thus complainingly 
aggravate the Incommodities of Age, we 
muſt beware leſt we derogate from the 


Bounty of our Maker, and diſparage thoſe 


Bleſſings which he accounts precious; 
among(t which, old Age is none of the 
14 meaneſt. 
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meaneſt. It is not a little injutious, 10 
to faſten our Eyes upon the Diſcommo- 
dities of any Condition] as not to take i in 
the Advantages that belong to it; which 
carefuliy laid together, may perhaps ſway 
the Balance to an equal Poize. The fond 
Humour” of | appearing' in the gay and 
faſhionable 'Wot1d; ' and being applauded 
for trival' Excellencies, is, What makes 
Youth have Age in Contempt; and makes 
Ag 7 reſign with ſo ill a Grace the Quali- 
fear ons of Youth. 

To ſtate the Matter fal witty, Y, Das mall beg 
Leave to take a ſhort Surrey of the Incon- 
veniences to which Age ſubje&s us, and 
then ſubjoin the certain Advantages we are 
indebted to for it. As to the Decays of 
Body and Conſtitution, 1 have already 
ſpoken ; and ſhall confi myſelf to thoſe 
Imperfections which are of a Moral Kind. 
Io begin then: Old Perſons are gene- 
rally guilty of a Frowardneſs, to be diſ- 
pleaſed upon little Occaſions, to take 
Things by the wrong Handle, and to put 
ſevere Conſtructions upon Words and 
Actions: This unhappy Temper may be 
aſſigned to ſeveral Cauſes: They may 
be over-fuſpicious of being contemn'd ; 
long Experience hath taught them, that 
the World is generally unbenevolent and 
8 narrow- 
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narrow-ſpirited 3 that Self- Love and Ill- 
Nature are extremely common; and that 
the Pleaſures of too many are drawn 
from the Misfortunes of their Neighbours. 
Theſe Remarks confirmed by repeated In- 
ſtances, make no kind Impreſſion. So that 
when a Man is conſcious of his own De- 
cay, when he grows leſs active and agree- 
able, he is apt to fancy younger People are 
more ready to divert themſelves with his 
Declenſion, than to pity it. This Appre- 
henſion makes him interpret with Rigour, 
conclude himſelf injured upon a remote Ap- 
pearance, and grow diſguſted upon every 
Ambigui a:! 
Mankind, indeed, ought not to be ca- 


pable of ſuch Barbarity, as this Jealouſy 


ſuppoſes: Ir is miſapplying their Patſions 
at a ſcandalous rate; inſulting an unavoid- 
able Infirmity, and trampling upon the 
venerable Ruins .of human Nature: This 
Inſolence is fooliſh, as well as unnatural : 
He that acts in [this Manner, docs but ex- 
poſe his own future Condition, and laugh 
at himſelf beforehand. 

A Forwardneſs to be Jiſbbliged may 
proceed; from the Infirmities of Age: The 
laſt Part of Life is a perpetual Indiſpoſi- 
tion z you are ſeldom free from the Pain 
or the Weakneſs of a Diſeaſe : The Fe- 
ver of the Fir may ſometimes intermit z but 
A T5 then 
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then your beſt Days are ſhort of Healtl. 


Such uneaſy Diſcipline is apt to make the 
Spirits turn eager 3 when a Man is loaden, 


a Feather is felt, and the leaſt Rub will 
make him complain, 

It is another Inconvenience of Age, That 
old Pertons are frequently apt to over-rate 
their own Sufficiency : They fancy their 
Underſtandings move upon an Aſcent; 
and that they muſt grow wiſer of courſe, 
as they grow older. Thus they often take 
their Improvement upon Content, without 
examining how they came by it; as if the 
meer Motion of the Sun, or the running of 
an Hour-Glaſs, would do the Buſineſs. 
Now, a Miſtake in this Cafe, makes them 
impatient of Contradiction, and imagine 
themſelves always in the Right. To argue 
the Point, and debate their Opinions, is 
to injure them. Younger Men ought to 
believe hard, and take Authority for the 
Jaſt Proof. 

Then, reſting too much upon the Pri- 
vilege of their Years, may be the Occa- 
ſion of another Imperfection; and in Com- 
pliance with the innocent Demands and 
Satisfaction of thoſe who are younger. 
Their Opinions are the Standard of Truth, 
and their Deſires the Meaſure of Agreea- 
bleneſs. This Partiality of Thought, this 

1 their own Inclinations, makes 


— 


them 
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them firm to Prepoſſeſſion, and with Dif- 


ficulty remov'd from thoſe Cuſtoms which 
firſt engaged theni, The bare Novelty of 


a Thing is enough to caſt it; they con- 


demn the prudent Alterations of the pre- 


ſent Age, and are too kind to the Errors 
of the former. 


There is another general Misfortune in- 
cident to old Age, and that is Covetouſ- 
neſs. This looks like ſo great a Paradox, 


that nothing but Matter of Fact could 


force us to believe it: We have leſs Time 
to ſtay in the Werld, and leſs Capacity 


to enjoy it; therefore we muſt love it bet- 


ter than ever: What Sort of Reaſoning is 
this? To what 
ſo hard when he can take the leaſt Hold? 
The Caſe is this: Age is not vigorous 
enough for Buſineſs and Fatiguing : Tis 
no Time to work up an Eſtate in, or to 


repair a Miſadventure: And where La- 


bour is impracticable, and Recovery de- 
ſpaired of, Parſimony has the better Co- 
lour. Old Perſons are apt to dread a Miſ- 
fortune more than others: They have ob- 
ſerv'd how Prodigality is puniſh'd, and Po- 
verty neglected: They are ſenſible their 
Strength decays, afid their Infirmities in- 
creaſe, and therefore conclude their Supplies 
ſhould increaſe too. The natural Diffidence, 
and Anxiouſneſs of Age, is apt to prefs 

N _e 


Purpoſe ſhould a Man graſp 
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the Reaſons of Frugality too far, to be Acben, 
ever apprehenſive of an Accident, m guard of fon 
with too much Concern, © WF comm 
We might enumerate a great many more came 
Imperfections with which Age burdens the Age 
Mind; but I have promiſed to ſpeak of Gentle 
ſome xe the Advantages which ſhould re- and C 
coneile us to this Stage of Life. To talk in him, 
the Divine Strain, I might alledge, That if he 
the ſame God who knows beſt the Price of Man 
his own Favours, as he makes no ſmall ingly. 
Eſtimation of Age himſelf, ſo he hath whict 
thought fit to call for an high Reſpect to ſit cl 
be given to it by himſelf. It is not a Part of ( 
of the inſpired Law, Thou halt riſe up before ence 
the Hoary Head, and honour the Face of the Athe! 
old Man, and fear thy God? This awful ſions 


Reſpect and Reverence to Years, was ſtrict- ſign? 
ly obſerved by the old Heathens, | mw 
or 

CG redebant 1 grande Nefas, GS norte grun, ple, 
Si juvenis vetulo non aſſurrexerat. to a 
rece 

ſays Juvenal: They accounted it a beinous nian 
Crime, and 10 be puniſid with Death, ifa oft 
young Man neglected to riſe to bis Eider. ner: 
Permit me to give @ne Inftance of this the 
Deference, which Antiquity always thought Ger; 
fit to pay to Age, in a little Story which nia 
has found a Place in an Author that al- lia 
ways will give Piverſion. It happened at Ne 


Athens, 


AGE, 
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Arbens, © during Gp public Repreſentation 
of Tome Play exhibited in Honour of the 
Commonwealth, that an Old! Gentleman 
came too late for a Place ſuitable to' his 


Age and Quality: Many of che Young 
Gentlemen, who obſerved the Difficulty 
and Confuſſion he was in, made Signs to 
him, that they would accommodate him 
if he came where they ſate: The Good 
Man buſtled through the Crowd accord- 
ingly. But when he came to the Seats to 
which he was invited, the Jeſt was, to 
ſit cloſe, and expoſe him as he ſtood, out 
of Countenance, to 
ence: The Frolic went round all the 
| Athenian Benches. But on thoſe Occa- 
ſions, there were alſo particular Places aſ- 
ſign'd for Foreigners: When the Good 
Man ſkulked towards the Boxes appointed 


for the 2 that honeſt Peo- 
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us nians King Rs rouch'd with a Senſe 
q of the Spartan Virtue, and their own Dege- 
r neracy, gave a Thunder of Applauſe ; and 
18 the Old Man cry'd out, The Athenians un- 
It derſtand what is good; but the Lacedemo- 
p nians practiſe it. That Age has a pecu. 
it 


Nature teaches 1 it; Religion enjoins it ; and 


— 


to the whole Audi: 


liar Right to Regard, is paſt Diſpute; 7 
Cuſtom 
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Cuſtom, has made it good. If we ex ſway 
mine the Reaſons of this Privilege, we ſhall ſo C 
— them ſatisfactory and well grounded, W tion: 
Or, IH oY 2 

Old Age is moſt remarkable for itz Old 
Knowledge and Wiſdom; when we firſt him 
come into the World, we are unimproy'd long 
in both Parts of our Nature; neither our cou 
Limbs nor Underſtandings are born at glac 
their full Length, but grow up to their tba 
Stature by gradual Advances. Thoſe who hav 
have had the longeſt Time to furniſh and and 
improve in, muſt, generally ſpeaking, be dot 


the wiſeſt People, where Care and other no 
| Advantages are equal. Men of Years have 
ſeen greater Variety of Events, have more Ag 
Opportunities' of remarking Humours and Ex 
Intereſts: Thus therefore they may trace ter 
their Actions to the firſt Exerciſes of Rea- th; 
ſon. Farther, Old Perſons have the beſt co 
Opportunities for reviewing their Opi- Bl 
nions, and bringing their Thoughts to a of 
ſecond Teſt, for trying what they took th 
upon Truſt, and correcting the Errors of ſe 
Education. And thus their Judgment be- th 
comes more exact: They may know more le 
Things, and know them better and more ta 
uſefully than others. C 
A greater Privilege of Age than theſe, n 
is a Freedom from thoſe - impetuous Pal- v 
ſions, wherewith Youth is commonly over- 21 


ſway'd; 
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ſway'd; for as our natural Heat decays, 
ſo does the Heat of our inordinate Affec- 
tions abate, and the weakened Appetites 
are ſubdued to Reaſon. The Temperate 
Old Man, in his Story, when one ſhewed 


him a beautiful Face, could anſwer, I have 


long fince left to be Eye-fick ! And another 
could as frankly ſay of Pleaſure, I have 
gladly withdrawn myſelf from the Service of 


that imperious Miſtreſs The leſs our Minds 


have to do with our Bodies, the better; 


and if Age puts an End to our Deſires, and 


does the Buſineſs of Virtue, there can 
no Cauſe of Complaint, 
Our Exemption from Paſſions, in our 


Age, is partly the Effect of Conviction and 


Experience; the Danger is conſider*d bet- 
ter, and the Indecency more diſcover'd 
than formerly. The Conſtitution likewiſe 
contributes to its Share; the Current of the 
Blood moves more gently, and the Heat 
of the Spirits abate. This Change makes 
the Mind more abſolute, and the Coun- 
ſels of Reaſon better guarded. And thus 
the Exceſſes of Anger and - Deſire grow 


leſs intemperate. Age views the Under- 
and makes fewer 


taking on all Sides, 
Omiſſions in the Scheme: It computes 
more exactly upon Hopes and Fears, and 
weighs Difficulty and Succeſs with better 
Judgment. In ſhort, this is the *. in 
N ” which 
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which the Mind is moſt diſcerning and dif. 
paſſionate, furniſn'd with the beſt Materi- 
als for Wiſdom, and beſt diſpoſed to uſe 
them. 

In the next Place, we abcuſs our Age 
of many Weakneſſes and Indiſpoſitions; 
but theſe Imputations muſt not be univerſal: 
Many of '' theſe are the Faults of the 

Perſon, not of the Age. As all Wine doth 
not turn ſour with Age, no more doth 
every Nature. There are thoſe who are 


pettiſh and crabbed in Youth : There are, 


on the contrary, thoſe who are mild, 
gentle, and ſociable, in their decay'd 


Years. - There are thoſe who are crazy in 


their Prime; and there are thoſe who 
in their Wain are vigorous: There are 
thoſe, who, e're the Fulneſs of their Age, 
have loſt their Memory; and there are 
thoſe whole Intellectuals have ſo happily 
held out, that they have been beſt at the 
laſt. Many of the Ancient Philoſophers 
and Romans were Examples of this Truth. 
Health, Vigour, and Senſe, hold out ſome- 
times to the Length of a long Journey. 
Plato enjoyed them all at Eighty; and ſo 
did the Elder Cato. Tully was more than 


Sixty when he wrote his famous Philip- 


pics; in which, his Rhetoric is not only 
' more correct, but more moving and tem- 
peſtuous, than in his younger Orations. 
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dious and painful Travel, we do now 


mg  - 
T make up the Sum of our Advan- 
tages Fan Years," T think the chief Be- 
nefit of ou Age, is our near Approach 


to our- Joithes 8 End: For the End of 


all Motion is Reſt; which when we have 
once attained, there remains nothing but 
Fruition. Now; our Age brings us Tafter 


a weary Race) within ſome Breathings of 


our Goal : For if young Men ney die, 
Old Men muſt. 

The carnal Heart may bewail his Con- 
dition, and complain of Nature as nig“ 


Ely in her Diſpenſations of the ſhorteſt 


ime” to- her nobleſt Creature, envying 
the Oaks which many Generations of 
Men muſt leave ſtanding, and in a State of 
Flouriſhing. This Repining is no wonder 
in him, who is ſuch a Worldling, that he 
thinks himſelf here at Home, and looks 
3 Death as a Baniſnment: He hath 
placed his Heaven here below; and can 
ſee nothing in his Remove, but either An- 
nihilation or Torment : But for Chriſtians, 
who know that whilſt wwe are preſent 1 in the 


Body, we are abſent from the Lord and do 


juſtly account ourſelves Foreigners, our 
Life a Pilgrimage, and Heaven our Home; 
How can we but rejoice, that after a te- 


draw near to the Threſhold of our Father's 


Houſe, wherein we know there are many 


Man-' 
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Manſions, and all glorious? Should we not 
bluſh to hear an Heatben ſay, If God would 
offer me the Choice of renewing my Ape, 
and returning to my firſt Childhood, I ſhould 
beartily refuſe it; for I. ſhould be loth, after I 
have paſſed ſo much of my Race to be cal. 
ted back from the Goal to the Bars of my 


* 


firſt ſetting out? And ſhall a Chriſtian 


whine and pine at the Thought of his 


Diſſolution? Where is our Faith of an Hea- 
ven, if, 'having been ſo long Sea-beaten, we 
be loth to think of putting into the ſafe and 
bleſſed Harbour of Immortality? 

*Tis Time, that I ſhould think of ending 


with Advice, how we may make our Jatter 


Days moſt eaſy and pleaſant, If we would 
enter upon Age with Advantage, we muſt 
take care to be regular and ſignificant in 
our Youth, Libidinoſa etenim & intempe- 
rans Adoleſcentia, fatum corpus tradit ſenec- 


tuti, ſays Cicero. A diſſolute and intempe- 


rate Youth delivers the Body up weak to 
Age. Intemperance antedates Infirmities, 
and doubles them: It revenges its own 
Exceſſes, and plunges us ſooner and deep- 
er in the Mire, than otherwiſe we ſhould 
fall. He that would have his Health 
hold out, muſt not live too faſt. A Man 
ſhould Huſband his Conſtitution, and not 


throw it away till he has done living, if 


he can help it, Not to provide 12 
| | ar, 
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far, is to betray our Senſes; and prove falſe 
to the Intereſt of Eaſe and Pleaſure. And 
as to the Mind, a well-managed Life will 
be of great Service. 

In ſhort, if we would be well provided, 
we muſt begin betimes. Habits of Vir- 
tue, and handſome Performances, are the 
beſt; Preparatives. Let's lay in a Stock of 


Actions beforehand : Theſe will ſecure. 
our Credit without, and our Peace within. 


'Tis true, a good Conſcience won't make 
a Man immortal: But yet the Quiet of his 
Mind often keeps him from wearing out ſo 
faſt : It ſmooths his Paſſage to the other 
World, and makes him ſlide into the Grave 
by a more gentle and inſenſible Motion. 
And when the Body is ſhaken with Diſeaſes, 
when it bends under Time or Accident, and 
appears juſt ſinking into Ruin, *tis ſome- 


| times ſtrangely ſupported from within: 


The Man 1s propped up by the Strength 
of Thought, and lives upon the Chear- 
fulneſs and Vigour of the Spirit. Pleaſant 
Retroſpections, eaſy Thought, and com- 


fortable Preſages, are admirable Opiates; 


they help to aſſuage the Anguiſhes, and 


diſarm the Diſtempers of Age; and almoſt 


makes a Man deſpiſe his Miſery. 


To be afraid of growing old, is to be 


afraid of growing wiſe, and being i immor- 


tal: As if we could be happy too ſoon! 


One 
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One would think, we ſhould be glad to go 
upon a further Diſcovery; and that Curioſity 
ſhould almoſt carry us into the other World. 
Do we not complain of Diſtaſtes in this 
Life? Do we not feel a a Satiety of the ſame 
Images? What is there then further to de- 
tain our Fancies here below? Death conſi- 
der'd in this Light, is no more than paſ- 
ſing from one Entertainment to another. If 
the preſent Objects are grown tireſome and 
diſtaſteful, it is in order to prepare our 
Minds for a more exquiſite Reliſn for thoſe 
which are freſh and new: If the good 
Things we have hitherto enjoyed are tran- 
ſient, they will be ſucceeded by thoſe which 
the inexhauſtible Power of the Deity will 
ſupply to eternal Ages: If the Pleaſures of 
out preſent State are blended with Pain and 
Uneaſineſs, our future will conſiſt of ſin- 
cere unmixed Delights: Bleſſed Hope! the 
Thought whereof turns the very Impreſ- 
ſions of our Nature into Occaſions of Com- 
fort and Joy: N 
But our Fears prevail, and Death is 
viewed with the utmoſt Horror. We were 
not Men, if we did not fear him; he is 
the King of Terror, and therefore may, 
and muſt command it: But would we ac- 
quaint ourſelves with him more, we ſhould 
fear him leſs. Let us innure our Eyes to 
the Sight of Death, and that Face ſhall be- 
nt) gin 
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gin not to diſpleaſe us. Our Fears are apt 
to ĩimagine, and 3 aggravate Evils. We 
may look upon him as an utter Abolition 
— Extinction of our Being; and Nature 

muſt needs ſhrink back at the 
— 6 not being at all. But this is 
a foul and dangerous Miſpriſion: What 
Reaſon have we to be afflicted with that 
which is the common Condition of Man- 
kind? Death is the ſame to all; the Dif- 
ference is in the Diſpoſition of the En- 
tertainers. Could we have been chen ea- 
pable of the Uſe of our Reaſon, we ſhould 
have been more afraid of coming into the 
World, than we are now of going out: 
For our Birth begins our Miſeries; our 
Death ends them. Our Birth enters the 
beſt of Men into a uretehed World; our 
Death enters the Good into a World of 
Glory. But the Soul and Body, like old 
Companions, are loath to part; yet it is 
but the forbearing their wonted Society 
for a while; they do but take leave of 
each other until they meet again, never to 
be divided. Did we not believe a Reſur- 
rection of the one Part, and a Reuniting 
of the other, we had Reaſon to be ut- 
terly daunted with the Thought of a 
Diſſolution; but now we have no Cauſe to 
be yes with a little Intermiſſion. 


The 
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The Death which we ſo fear and flee from, 


doth but reſpite Life for a while; doth 
not take it away; the Day will come, 
which ſhall reſtore us to the Light again, 
When we are weary of our Days Labour, 
are we afraid of Reſt? The Philoſophers 
of Old were wont to call Sleep the Bro. 
ther of Death; Death is no other than 
Sleep itſelf; a Sleep both ſure and ſweet : 
When we lie down at Night to our Re. 
poſe, we cannot be ſo certain to awake 
again in the Morning, as when we lay 
ourſelves down in Death; we are ſure 
to awake in the Morning of the Reſur- 
rection. | 

We know but one Way of fortifying 
our Souls againſt the gloomy Preſages 
and Terrors of Mind; and that is, by ſe- 


_ curing to ourſelves the Friendſhip and 


Protection of that Being, who diſpoſes of 
Events, and governs Futurity, He ſees, at 
one View, the whole Thread of our Exi- 
ſence; not only that Part of it which 
we have already paſſed through, but that 
which runs forward into all the Depths 
of Eternity, When we lay us down to ſleep, 
we ſhould recommend ourſelves to his 
Cares; when we awake we ſhould give 
ourſelves up to his Direction. Amidſt 


all the Evils that threaten us, we ſhould 
look up to him for Help, and queſtion 
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not but he will either avert them, or turn 
them to our Advantage. Though we 
know neither the Time nor the Manner 
of the Death we are to die, we ſhould not 
be at all ſollicitous about it; becauſe we 
are ſure that he knows them both, and 
that he will not fail to comfort and ſupport 
us under them, 


DEATH. 


DEATH 


HEN a good 014 Ape has ad. 
vanced our Knowledge. and fully 
acquainted us with the Vexation that 
attends the moſt happy on this Side Hea- 
ven; when the Fever of Youth is abated, 


and Serenity keeps down” Our Paſſions; 


when we are no longer dazzled with falſe 
Felicities, but view Things as they real- 
ly are; when by the Decays of Nature 
and Fancy, Reafon breaks its Confinement, 
no longer reſtrained by the deluding Charms 
of Sin, nor the ſtrong Bars of a briſk and 
warm Conſtitution ; when the moſt agree- 
able Pleaſures have loſt their Bait, and every 
Occurrence brings Pain and Uneaſineſs ; 
when our Bodies are weak and diſtem- 
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pered and our Minds diſſatisfyed with 
their crazy Habitation; when Pride and 
Gaiety are gone, and ſound Judgment 
ſupplies the Room of Imagination; when 
the Hurry of a buſy World becomes irk- 
ſome, 'tis then, that with an holy Re- 
gard to the Quiet and Compoſure of ano- 
ther better State, we may juſtly wiſh we 
bad Wings like a Dove, to fly away, and be 
at reſt. 

Yet, the Love of Life, and the dread 
of Death, are ſo natural to us, that it 
ſeems almoſt impoſſible, willingly to re- 
nounce the One, and court the Other. 
For every Thing naturally tends to its 
own Preſervation; and an Abhorrence 
from Death is the neceſſary Conſequence 
of that Self-Love which is implanted in 
us all, Every Trembling and Emotion 
then, at the Approach of Death, is no 
Ways culpable. If we might go to Chriſt, 
as Enoch and Elijab did, without dying; 
this would be agreeable: Or, if we could 
be of that Number, who ſhall be found 
alive at our Lord's Coming, and be 
changed in a Moment, this muſt be pleafing 
to Nature, as it commits no Violence 
upon it. 
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But however, fince the Ordinary Way to 
go to Chriſt, is to paſs through zhe Valley of 


ihe Shadow of Death, there is nothing in our | 


natural Abhorrence of a Diſſolution which 
ought not to be ſurmounted by Reaſon, by 
a firm Perſuaſion of the 
Truth: in the Goſpel, and by a well-ground. 
ed Hope of its Promiſes, Why cannot Re- 
ligion do that which Philoſophy has often 


done? Why cannot Religion do that which 


Ambition, and, a Thirſt after Glory, does 
every Day? How many brave Soldiers have, 
by meer Imagination, by a Defire only of 
empty Honour, conquered the Fear of 
Death, and met it, nay, purſued it, with 
Eagerneſs and Intrepidity ? ? 

And, ſurely then, the Certainty of an 


5 immortal Life, and of endleſs Felicity, 


ought to be as prevailing with us! But when 
All are joyned, and with united Force arm 


our Reſolution ; when the Chrijtian ſees 


that all below him is troubleſome and un- 
eaſy, and knows that all above is ſerene and 
quiet; knows, that whatever diſturbs him 
Bere, he ſhall there enjoy an everlaſting Tran- 
quility; this muſt needs vanquiſh his Fear 
of Death. 

Yet we muſt not be our own Murder- 
ers, either by arming ourſelves againſt 
our own Fleſh, or by rejecting proper 

| 5 Nouriſh- 
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Nouriſhment, or proper Medicines 3; or by 


raſhly running into certain Danger, when 


we have no Buſineis there, We may delire 
Death, but in God's Appointment and 
Time, by maintaining the Poſt that He has 


allotted us, and by ſtrictly adhering to our 


Duty; and without attempting our ſelves to 
force our Priſon 3; we muſt wait till the 
Angel of the Lord ſets us free, by looſing 
our Chains, and opening the Gates of our 


_ Confinement. 


However, we ſhould always 1 0 Death, 
out of a Zeal to reſt with Chriſt, and when 
God and Nature call us, to all the Ad- 
vantages of a Life here, how pleaſurable 
or pompous ſoever. And this will appear 
highly reaſonable, if we conſider, that 
the Value, the Satisfactions, and the 


Reſt of Heaven, do more than compen- 


ſate all that we can quit here, though 
we were to enjoy all the Delights of the 
World, in their beſt and moſt inviting Cir- 
cumlkaneel. | 
The Life of Man here, even of the 


moſt proſperous, is ſtill ſubject to innu- 


merable Miſeries, Had we no other Evils 


to grapple with, our own Fears, and 
our own Deſires would render us unhap- 
Py 3 whereas, in a State of eternal Reſt, 
of perfect Joy and Fruition, we can have 

7 nothing 


RE I on mn ny ny orcs nay. - yon Per aany ner 


436 DEATH. 
nothing to fear, nothing to deſire : And 
It 1s Death that puts us into the Poſſeſſion 
of ſo much Bliſs, by ronducting us to a 
Place where Hunger and Thirſt, Fatigue 
and Poverty, ſhall never more diſturb us; 
where the Fever, the Gout, and the Stone, 
Hall no longer torment us; where we ſhall 
no more bewail the Treachery of falſe 
Friends, nor the Slanders, the Frauds, the 
Injuſtice, the Violence of ſecret or profeſ- 
ed Enemies. 

Nor is human Life only expoſed to natu- 
ral Miſeries, but is ſubje& to moral Evils 
too. We are inceſſantly expoſed to the Se- 
duction of our Senſes, the Sollicitations of 
Conſtitution, the Contagion of ill Examples, 
the Perſuaſions of the Wicked, and the 
Snares of the Devil, But in Heaven there 
is everlaſting Eaſe and Security, Satisfacti- 
on and Reſt ; which far excel all the De- 
lights of the World, even in their beſt and 
moſt inviting Circumſtances, The World 
has its Riches, Honours and Pleaſures ; 
but neither of them are very great, or cer- 
tain 3 and none of them can afford an equal, 
durable, or an uninterrupted Joy, But in 
Heaven, there is quite the Reverſe, and eve- 
ry Enjoyment 1s full and COmPIcar, not ſati- 
ating, nor deluding. 
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The Soul is capable of three general Ope- 
rations; of Knowing, Loving, and Peeling 3 


all Springs of Action, and what adminiſter 


to numberleſs Delights. We cannot tell 
what Difference in Degree there will be 
2tween our Happineſs before our Re- 
ſurrection, and our perfect Glory after it: 

But yet it is indiſputable, that our Souls 
diſengaged from our Bodies, exalted 
above all viſible Things, and admitted to 
the Preſence of Chriſt, ſhall there know 
God, and his bleſſed Son, in a Man- 
ner not to be conceived here : For what 
ſhall then clog their Activity, weaken 
their Powers, or ſtop their Penetration ? 
Is it not out of doubt, that an Under- 
ſtanding ſo pure, and ſo extended, al- 


ways in Motion, always employed in dil-- 


covering new Objects, always in a Con- 
dition of forming juſt Ideas, always at 
the very Fountain of Truth, always en- 
lightened by him who is Brightneſs itſelf, 
always conſidering Cauſes and their Ef- 
fects, and always directing theſe Truths, 
and theſe Diſcoveries, to raiſe itſelf up to 
God ; to admire, to praiſe, and to adore 
him? Is it not evident, I ſay, that an Un- 
derſtanding ſo pure and extended, ſo 
buſyed and employed, muſt neceſſarily pro- 
duce the moſt charming Knowledge, and 

"3 be 
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be to us a perpetual Fund of Rapture, Joy, 
and Delight 2 | 


The next Perfection of the Soul, is Love: 


And what ſhall we love here? either what 
is 10, or what is imperfect? And how often 
does our Love prove our Miſery! In Hea. 
ven, we ſhall love nothing, but what we 
ought to love; and our Love there, ſhall be 
always fatisfy'd, How free will it be, when 
it has no Diſtractions, no Obſtacles to op- 
poſe it? How pure will it be, when it has 
no carnal Motives intermixed with it? 
And how vaſt will it be, when we ſhall 
ive in Proportion to our Knowledge, and 
that Knowledge is ſo prodigious and fo 
perfect. ate | 

To Feel, is allo a Property of the Soul: 
*Tis capable of many agreeable Senſati— 


ons; but *tis eaſy to imagine, that in Hea- 


ven, *twill have infinitely more, and thoſe 
infinitely more agreeable, more lively and 
unconfined. And who can declare, what 
Pleaſures will pour in upon our Souls 
trom a kind and benificent God, who is 
no longer reſtrained by his Hatred to Sin, 
but himſelf takes Pleaſure in making us 
happy ? Such Pleaſures, ſurely, muſt be 
beatific as their Donor ! Nor will the 
Company that we ſhall meet with in Hea- 


ven, be an inconſiderable Part of the Feli- 
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cities of that Place. There is no greater 


Satisfaction in the World, than the Con- 
verſation of a few honeſt wiſe and unde- 
ſigning People; and yet, alas! this is a Sa- 
tisfaction as ſcarce, as it is agreeable: But 
what Charms may we not expect from the 
Converſation of glorify*d Saints, nay, of our 
Lord himſelf ? 

Why then ſhould People make ſuch a 
Rout about Dying, when 'tis the ready 
Road to a State of Immortality? The 
Agonies and Convulſions in the Article of 


_ Expiring, are over in a Trice, and then 
come the moſt refin'd and improv'd Con- 


ceptions : And this is a Conſideration, 


which the earlier we begin to preſs home 
upon ourſelves, the more effectually we 


ſhall find it conduce to the vanquiſhing 
all our Fears and Apprehenſions of Death ; 
and, 'till that Point is gained, a Man's 
Life muſt be very uncomfortable to him: 
For we all know full well, that die we 
muſt, ſome Time or other, and, for aught 
we know, before to-morrow Morning, Con- 
ſequently we can never bear up briſkly, 
and ſet a good Face upon it, ſo long as we 
are Hag-ridden with the Horror of a 
Change, which may poſſibly overtake us 
the next Minute. A wile Man is ever 
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moſt willing to die; and a Fool cannot 
like it by any Means; becauſe the one 
ſees before him to the End of his Jour- 
ney, and diſcovers how bleſſed a Coun- 
try he is going to; while the other is dim 
and purblind, and can't look forward, 
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DN BAS BBUSE, of the Underſtanding, a com- 


8 mon Vice, page 126. . 
75 A Academics, their Preference of ſuitice 
1 | | 

5258 to Proſit, 130. 


Acquaintance endear'd by Converſa- 
tion, 73. 
Acquired Nobility, its Pretences examin'd, 303, 


4- 

Aion the Felicity of the Soul, 170, 171. 

Adapting of Authors to a Genius advis'd, 33, 34. 

Advantages of Learning, 30, 31, 32. 

Advice for the Choice of our Companions, 78. 

 LEgyptian, his ſmart Reply to one impertinently cu- 

rious, 332. | 

 Afe&ation, of Gaiety and Faſhion, its Effects, 125. 

Defin'd, 156. Abſurdity and Ridicule owing 

to it, 157. Symptoms of it, ibid. & 158. In our 

Speech, what, ibid. In Writing, 159. In Beha- 
| Us Vviour, 
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: viour, ibid. Misfortune of Affectation, 160. It 


always fails of pleaſing, 161. Is always offenſive, 
102; x | 


 Ffſe&ion blinds our Faculties, 100. | 

Afinity, in Vice and Virtue, 311. In Curioſity and 
Adultery, 336. 

ze an improper Seaſon for learning Languages, 38. 
Aſpir'd to, and complain'd of, 413. Bodily Im- 
perfections attending it, 414. Complaints againſt 
it, derogate from the Bounty of our Maker, 415, 
416. Inconveniencies of it in the Mind, 416, 
417, 418, &c. Advantages of it, 420, 422, 
423, Ec. 

Alcibiadet, his conforming himſelf to all Countries, 
106, 107. | 

Al-xender, his Continence towards the Queen of 
Perfia, 339. His weeping at an Infinity of Worlds, 
371. | | 

P%. Man tickled with his own Praiſe, 350. 

Arcxerchus held an Infinity of Worlds, 371. 

Anthony and Dolobella, their Friendſhip in Dryden, 
51. 5 

gelle, his Reply to a wretched Painter, 23. 

Appearance, Civility and Reſpect paid to it, 


4probation of others for reſembling us, 3 12, 313. 
_ £:ifietle, his Saying on Solitude, 71. His Defini- 
tion of Friendſhip. 91. His Aſſertion of the 


Creation, 284, 285. His Reproof to a Prater, 


Ltheizm, more proceeding from Ignorance, than 
Infidelity, 288, 289. That, and Superſtition, 

both ſpringing from Ignorance, 293. Deſcrib'd, 
294. = 

_ 1hrift retires into Deiſm, 288, 

Atlenian Barber, his Story, 328, 329, 330. 

Attraction, a; Principle of it in the Souls of Men, 
. | 01 

* | Avarice 
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' Fvarice in Parents, robs Children of dus Nabe 
on, 18, 19. Its Conſequences, 197, 198, 199. 
200. Its Miſery 201. Founded on Error and 
Folly, 202. 
Auguſtine, (Saint) his Alluſion to ſet out the Danger 
of ill Company, 77. 

Auguſtus, his Anſwer to Anthony's Challenge, 152. 
His calling out on Varus for his Legions, 387. 
Authors, their Spirit to be ſtudied more than Con- 
ſtruction, 34. Why not eſteemed while living, 

175. 


B. 


84 Acon (Lord) his Saying of Cbapenh tie 405. 
Bad Company contagious, 86. 

Barber (Athenian) his Complication of Loquacity and 

Itch of Intelligence, 329. 

Beautiful Deſcription of Fondneſs under Oppreſſion, 

„ 

Behaviour, the Differences of Men to be read in it, 

78. RE 

Being of a God not to be doubted, 295· 

Benefits of good Converſation, 78, 

Blaſphemy, the higheſt Impiety, 84, 8 5. Peculiar 

only to Atheiſts, 85. Uſed for Wit and ns, 
ibid. 

Bleſſings, the moſt common not to be deſpiſed, 373. 
Through Ingratitude and Diſcontent diſparaged, 
385. | 

Blind to our own ImperfeRtions, 309. 

Bodily Exerciſe requiſite, 109, 170. 

Bobemia (King of) retires into a Deſart, 409, 410, 

Boldneſs and Bravery ciſtinguiſh'd, 139. 

Books, not to take our Meaſures wholly from them,, 


Pe 
Brutal Courtge, miſtaken Honour 140, 141. 


U 6 | Pulftrode 
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| Bulftrode (Sir Richard) quoted for a Story, 409, 


410. 


Burnet (Dr.) his Theory of the Earth quoted, 286, 


Buſy Body, his Character, 333. 
Buſineſs of Life and Death, a great Study, 192. 


C. 


Aunih, inſupportable, when, 93. 
lumny, the Female Charter, 314. 


_ Candid Diſpoſition, its Deſcription and Effects, 


310. 

Cannibals to themſelves, who, 92. | 

Cards and Dice, to be uſed with Caution, 187. 

Cenſor, who only ſhould play it, 309. 

Charity and good Offices recommended, 51, 52. 

9 puniſh'd Adultery and malignant Curioſity 

„ UUKE, 335. 

Cheating, io Trade of profeſs'd Gameſters, 190. 

Chriſtian, and Gentleman made inconſiſtent Ap- 

pellations, 141. Should not repine at Death, 
426. 5 

Cicero, his Aſſertion of Nature without Learning, 
27. Much indebted to Books himſelf, ibid. His 

Remarks on a Tragedy of Pacuvius, 94. His diſ- 

allowing Retirement to ſome, 390, 391. His 
Remark of Solitude, 394. 

Civility and Reſpect paid to Appearance, 47. 

Commendation and Reprehenſion the Offices of a 
Friend, 1. 

Common Fighters, Murderers by Principles, 147. 

Compariſen of Friend and Flatterer, 102, 103, 100. 

Compaſſion and Long ſufferings made Objections 
againſt Providence, 296, 297. | 

Conduct turns upon two Axes, 313. 


Conference of Improvement, the principal End of | 


wiſe Mens Company, 86. 
Conjuga 


EN N K 
Conjugal Love, its Character and Encomium, 243. 
Conſcience, a TOY Fargo of Providence, 
300. 

Cenflancy of Mind, a ſovereign Remedy againſt 

Misfortunes, 378, 379. 

Contentment, the utmoſt we can hope for in this 
World, 368. 

Converſation, one of the nobleſt Privileges of Rea- 
ſon, 71. The Benefit of it, a conſiderable Im- 

provement, 72. Cautions againſt a raſh one, 73. 
Common Faults of Converſation, ibid. A caſual 
one, an Avenue to Friendſhip, 87. CNEL of 
Life depends on it, 110. 

Correſpondence of the Parts in the Creation, 72. 

 Cowetouſneſs defin d, 198. Covetous Man no Mora- 
liſt, 2244. and 199. A PDefect of Age, 419. 

Conntry Eſquire, a Satirical Character of him, 19. 

_— and Honour, eſſential in our Characters, 
130. Without Conduct and Conſcience pernici- 
ous, 138. Its Springs, 139. Muſt be blended 
with Fortitude, 155. 

Court/hips, general Faults of them, 1 23. Pleaſanteſt 
Part of Life, ibid. Wrong Method of them, 
Occaſion of unhappy Marriages, 124. 

Crates, his Reproof to negligent Fathers, 18. 

Cure for indiſcreet Love preſcrib'd, 122. 

Curioſity, a Diſtemper of Envy and ill Nature, 332. 
Our Curioſity ſhould turn upon ourſelves, ibid. and 

333. Like Adultery, 335. Diſſuaſives from it, 
ibid. Rules for Prevention of it, 337, 338. 

Cynics, make an Oſtentation of Rags and Naſtineſs, 


Corus, his Continence towards Panthæa. 


. 
D. 


Danger of Company, 76. Of Flatterers, 98. 
Death not to be feared, 428, 429, 430. 

Method of fortifying ourſelves againſt it, 430, 
431. Duty to prepare ourſelves for it, 195. 

Defe&#s and Follies paſs for Demonſtrations of our 
Worth, 351. 

; Demoſthenes, a Maxim of his, 312, 

Deportment of Children, an Evidence of their Edu- 

cation, 23. 

Deſcription of Reaſon and Religion, by Dryden, 280, 

391. 

Defhabile ridicul'd, 47. 

Defires immoderate obſtru& our . 56 

Detraction and Calumny, mean Vices, 306. How 
to be overcome in us, 312, 313. 


Binde his Correction of a Tutor, 6. His Re. 


mark on the Rhodean and Lacedemonian Way of 
Dreſs, 69. 

Dionyfius, his Courtiers affect to be dim. fee, 

108. | 

Diſappointment of Truſt, troubleſome in Society, 
10g. 

Diſcontent magnified by the View of our own Miſe- 
Ties, 381. A Mixture of Anger and Grief, 386. 
Diſcontented Man, his Character, 38, 386. 

Diſcourſe raiſes Fancy, and reinforces Reaſon, 73. 
Pedantry in it, unpardonable, 80. 

Diſobliging Companions, who, 75. 

Diſquietude ſtruggled with, increaſes Pain, 370. 

Diſtreſſes of our Fellow Creatures ſhould work us to 
Compaſſion, 203. 

Diverſions particular, not to be preſcrib'd, 185. 
Thoſe of the Theatre recommended, 1 86. 

Divine Power only free from Error, 312. 
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Dre/s, young People apt to Pride themſelves too 
much in it, 46. Original Deſign of Cloaths, 
47, 48. Dreſs excuſed, as contributing to make 
us agreeable, 49. A Medium to be obſerved in 
it, 50, 66, 67. Fools moſt proud of Finery 
in it, 52, 53. Heraldry of Dreſs aſcertained, the 
Author's Wiſh, bid. Tradeſmen often Suffer- 
ers by Pretenders in Dreſs, 54. Ignominious to 
ſtand indebted for our Finery, ibid. Some Ad- 
vantage of it required in Magiſtrates, 56. Too 
much Nicety in it poiſons the Diſpoſitions to 
good Offices, 58. Mode of the Times, a Plea 
for it, ibid, Shortneſs of Life and Duties en- 
joined, ſhould make us think of more than lay- 
ing out our Time on Dreſs and Faſhion, 60. Mo- 
deration and Deceſſey in it will ſecure us from 
Diſreſpe& or Ridicule, 70. : 
Drinking, Cuſtom of it owing to Complaiſance and 
Importunity, 229. A Vice without Intention, 
233. Its Conſequences, 235, 236. Drunkard, 
his Character, 234, 235. Drunkenneſs, defined 
a Delirium by the Philoſophers, 320. 
Duelling cenſured, 142, 143, 144. The Triumph 
of the Faſhion, 145. Not improved into com- 
mon Law, 147. Acting againſt the Govern- 
ment, 147, 148. Cuſtom, made a Plea for it, 
151. | | | 
Ding for Love, common in Romances, 122. 


E. 


Arly Paſſions, 116. | 
Eaſe of Fortune, eſſential in Marriage, 254. 
Eating, Drinking, and Sleeping, Three important 
Articles in Lite, 168. | 
Ebriety, Cautions againſt it, 239, 240. 


Education, 


r 

Education, a Work of the higheſt Moment, 9. The 
Want of it an Injury to the Public, 10. 

Youth, the Proper Seaſon for it, 12, 13. Good 
Qualities buried without it, 15. As much a Duty 
on Parents, as maintaining their Children, 17, 
The beſt Portion, 23. Teaches us our Duty, 24. 
To be beſtowed according to the Parents Abili. 
ties, 25. Points of it independant on Fortune, 26, 
Latin and Language the leaſt Parts of it, 37. 

Empedocles, his Saying on the People of Agrigen. 
tum, 14. | 

Emulation, what, 178. | 

Engliſomen mightily turn'd to Humour, 227. 


Envy defin'd, 174. That, and Hatred, their Re- 


| ſemblance, ibid. and 175. Anill-natur'd Vice, 170. 

Its Reliefs, 177. Envious Man always ungrate- 
ful, 178. His Character, 179. Preventions of 
„it, 180, 181. | 
Efictetus, of Contentment, 369, 370. 


 FEpicureans, prejudiced againit Poetry, 35. One of 


their Injunctions, 36. 
Equivecations condemn'd, 207. 
Errors of Gallantry more pernicious than of Liber- 

tiniſm, 126. | | 

E/dras, his Commendation of the Truth, 216. 

Euripides, his Obſervation on Truth, 102. 

Example more prevalent than Precept, 111. 

E xceptious Perſons deſcrib'd, 153. 

Exerciſe diſtinguiſh'd from Labour, 169. The Ne. 
ceſſity of it to the Body, ibid. & 170. Recom- 
mended by Dryden, 171. | 

Expoſing of Frailties in Marriage, cenſur'd, 261, 
202. | 

Exprefſions, criminal Indecencies of them make the 
Danger of Society, 80. 


ZT 
F. 1. 


F Ailings of another Perſon to be made Lions 


of Inſtruction to ourſelves, 306. 


Faith, Motive to it, 278, 279. Weakneſs of it 


to be pitied, 279. The Difference betwixt Faith 
and Reaſon, 280, 281, &c. to 285. 

Faſhions, a Folly to ſurrender ourſelves to them, 50. 
Tranſitory, ibid. Lead into Improprieties in Con- 
duct, 62. 

Father, a wiſe one, like an artful Painter, 22. 

Fawourable Prepoſſeſſions, in Marriage requiſite, 
263. 

Fear of Cowardice, its Effects, 145. 

Flattery defin'd, 98. Who moſt ſubje& to it, ibid. 
grows from too large Ideas of their own Merit, 

Flatterer deſcrib'd, 102. 

Follow Nature, the Direction of an Oracle, 161. 

Felly in a Wife, its unfortunate Conſequences, 
248, 


Fops, a Species of them deſerib'd, 48, 49, 66. 


There ſhould be a Medium, betwixt a Fop and 
a Sloven, 68. 

Forgiveneſs of Injuries, the greateſt Act of the Hu- 
man Mind, 143. 

Fortitude deſcrib'd, 138. Muſt be under the Di- 
rection of Reaſon, ibid. Makes a Man invulne- 
rable, 153. 


Feraar 4205 to be diſoblig'd, incident to Age, 40, 


417. 

Freedom from Paſſion, a Privilege of Ape, 423. 

Friend, another ſelf, 88. Uſeful Friends, who, 89. 
How to be treated, 96. Proſeſſing one characte- 
riz'd, 101. True one characteriz'd, ibid. Friends 
to be tried like Money, 104. 

Friend/hip, what requir'd in it, 89, go. Its Ad- 
vantages, 92, 93, 112, 113. Nothing more 

agreeable 


1 
; 
| 
| 
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EN N X. 
agreeable to Nature, 93. Its Force exemplified 
94. Ought not to be founded on ſordid Intereſt, 
95. Freedoms of it, ibid. and 96. Eftabliſhed 
on the Principles of Natore, never diſſolved, 96. 
Injuſtice inconſiſtent with it, ibid. and 97. 'Only 


to be diſſolved by Death, 114. But a faint Re- 


ſemblance of conjugal Love, 272. 
Frugality of the Ancients ſhould be a Curb to 
_ our Vanity, 64. 


Future State, Proſpect of it a Comfort to our Souls, 
287, 288. 
G. 


G Allantry, a Piece of Faſhion, 115. Should 


be agreeable to Juſtice and Piety, 126, True 


Gallantry - deſcribed, '129, Should riſe out of 
Religion and the. Laws, 141, 


Gaming, the Ruin of eee 185, A Diſcourſe 


. againſt it, ibid. 188, 189. 
Garrulity, a Vice not curable, 317, 
Generoſity its Character, 154. 


Good and Evil not placed at Jupiter. 8 Threſnold, 
380. 


GCcod Nature, more agreeable in Converſation than 


Wit, 219. 
Good Senſe required in a Wiſe, as _ as. Beauty, 
251, 252, 253. 
Goods of Fortune, on what Condition held, 202, 
Gracicuſneſs of Language commended, 81. 
Great Minds abhor Envy, 177. 


H. 


77. Alli fax (Lord) his Deſcription of Honour, 


$360, 137. 
Hannibal, unmanned bo the Looſeneſs of Campania, 
110. | 
- Happr- 
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Happineſs, founded on Wiſdom and Virtue, 376, 
377. Impracticable without Society, 394. 

Hard to diſtinguiſh the Flatterer from the Friend, 
106. Impoſſible to aſcertain Rules for it, 108. 

= iy his Encomium on Conjugal Love, 245, 


Hife, of the Idle Man, 163. Of Prudence in Talk, 
318. 


Honeſiy and Virtue, lie in the Felicity of a good 
Education, 17. A Man's Intereſt, 131. The 
Support of Commerce, ibid. Its Effects, 132. 


Man's Character, 133. 


Honour, twofold, 130. Only to bas met with in No- 


ble Minds, 134. Treated as Chimerical by ſome, 
135. True Honour confined to Fortitude, 183. 
Miſtaken Notions of it, 140, 141. Honour to be 
defended, a Maxim of Cuſtom, 146. True Ho- 
nour defined, 155. 

Horace, on our Partiality to ourſelves, 310. His 
Caveat againſt impertinent Curioſity, 331. 

Human Friendſhip, founded on the Wants and Im- 
perfections of Nature, go. 

Humble Man, his Character, 35 5. 


| Humour, every one ambitious of it, 226. Defined 


by Negatives, ibid. True Humour, wherein it 

conſiſts, 227. Cautions againſt raining after it, 

228. | 
Htand, not to be affected with Trifles, 259, 264. 


1 


Y Amblichus, quoted on the Ruling of the Tongue, 
326. 
ldlengſs and Inactivity accounted heinous by An- 
tiquity, 163. Idle Man a kind of Monſter in 
the Creation, 164. Its Conſequences, 167, 186. 


a 


IN D E X. 

Fealouſy, not to be harboured in Marriage, 263. 
Defin'd, 265. Its Effects, 267, 268. Its Tor 
ment, ibid. and 269, 270. Cautions againſt it, 
ibid. and 271. a 

Ill. nature, paſſes for Wit, 220. 

Impatience, its greateſt Cauſe, 369. 

Inpertinent Curioſity, coincident with Garrulity, 
328. Character of it, 330, 331. 

Impertinent Studies, what, 192. 

Imprecations cenſured, 84. 

Imdroprieties, what, committed in Diſcourſe, 75. 

| Improvement of our Time avoided, 172, 173. 

Inconſtancy diſturbs the Harmony of Life, 248. It 
fatal Conſequences, 249. 

Incontinence puniſh'd in the Male, 7b:d. 

Incredulity and Indifference natural to Men, 275, 

Indoleuce to an Hereaſter cenſured, 276. 

Incbriation of Words, what, 320. 

Lregualities inconſiſtent with F riendſhip, 95. 

Injurious Liberties in Diſcourſe me 81. 

Tnjuftice to appear to be juſt, and be a Knave, 107, 

integrity of Nature argues Greatneſs of Mind, 
20 

Aras in Youth creates Weakneſs in Age, 
426. 

Inwitaticn to Drinking: how it runs, 233 

Judgment and Caution to be employed in the Choice 
of Friends, 86. Judgment eſſential to the Regu 
lation of Wit, 225. 

udenal, on our Propenſity to Scandal, 307. His 
"Addref to the Nobility, 362, 


K. 
X Night. - Errant inverted, who, 


125. 
Kuoauledge, the Uſefulneſs of it Gould excite 
our Ambition, 191. Muſt be followed by Practice, 
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34. Knowledge, 'and Wiſdom peculiar to Age, 
422. 


L. 


Lauma their Reſpect to an Aged Man, 


Languages to be ſtudied young, 38. Youth cannot 


be over-burthen'd with them, id. Are the Keys 


of Sciences, 39. Learning remote and uſeleſs 
ones, cenſured, 44. 


Laws owing to Diſhoneſty more than Weakneſs, 


131. 

Learning, a Recollection of our Ideas, 29. The 
Figures we make with this Accompliſhment, a 
proper Incentive to it, 30. The Vice of it, what, 
32, 33. When uſeful, 34. Prejudices againſt it, 
39, 41. Deſign of it, 40, 41. Not of equal Im- 
portance to every one, ibid. Should be univerſal 


in Men of Figure, 42. An indiſcreet Value of 


Trifles has done it great Diſſervice, 44, 45. A 

| 9 Pretence for Pride, 357: Confuted 358, 

359, 300. 

Levity of Addreſſes cenſur d, 120. Women betray d 
by them, ibid. _—_ of Mind, DADE SR to 
our Repoſe, 377, 378 

Libertines abroad, ill- natur'd at home $50. 

Life, without Morality, an uneaſy Being, 119. 


Lecrians, their Policy to prevent unreaſonable Im- 
pertinence, 335. 


Loquacity defin'd, 315. 

Loſi of Conſtitution, an Effect of Drinking, 3 231, 
232. 

Love, its Force and Effects, 116, 117. Diſtinguiſh- 
ed from Luſt, 118, 119. Made in a Romantic 
Stile condemn'd, 121. | 

Lover's Declaration in 7 erence, 259. 


Lucretins 


q 
| 


LN. DEX; 

Lueretius, on retreating from Danger, 392, 393. 

Luft painted as a Satyr by the Poets, 118. 

Luxury and Avarice, great Principles of Action, 
146. 

Lycurgus, his Management of two des 11. 

Lying a current Faculty, 204. St. John's Deciſion 
of a Lye, 207. Its Conſequences, 208, 200, 210. 


Its Ignominy, 211, 212. Preventions againſt it, 


216, 217. 


M. 


2 in private Men to form their Ward. 


robe from the Manner of the Nobility, 61. 


Manners, not to be neglected while we poliſh our 


. Underſtandings, 40. 
Manual Arts, a Part of Exerciſe, 185. 

Marriage defined, 242. Neceſſary Conſiderations 
reparatory to it, 253. Four Things eſſential to 
aſting Happineſs in it, 247. Its Secrets to be 

held facred, 262. Directions for ſecuring Happi- 

neſs in this State, 263, 264, 265, c. Entred 

into without Expectations of Happineſs, 272. 

Matrimonial Contract, mutual, 248. 

Men, live like Travellers, 17. Should conſider 
themſelves as future Fathers, 22. Man of mere 
Outſide, a contemptible Animal, 48. Diſtinguiſh'd 
more by Mein and Behaviour, than Dreſs'd, 

51. Man of Faſhion, and Man of Merit de- 
ſcribed, 59. Man judged by his Company, 
85. Men are Members of one great Body, 110, 
Motive of their Lives ſeen in their Actions, 
119. Bluſh at being known to be Huſbands, 
260, 261. . 

Mena nder, againſt liſtening to Oalumny, 308. 

Mental Reſervations, condemned, 20), 208. | 

Merit and Faſhion diſtinguiſhed by the Polite, 59, 
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Mixpo@rAchuic, in Learning, what, 44. TRI 

Milton, his Deſcription of Marriage, 242, 243. 

Miſtreſſes, adored rather than loved, 123. 

Mixture, neceſſary for a perfect Poem, 28. 

Modesty, ſhould reign in all Diſcourſes, 83. True 

and falſe Modefty defin'd, 231, 239. Modeſty 
compounded, 347. Modeſt Man and frugal Man 
compar'd, 352. 

Morality, when a great Part of our Religion, 304. 


N. 


Aura Capacity impair'd by Diſuſe, improv'd 

by Inſtructions, 29. 1 ISY 
Natural Endowments to be aſſiſted by Learning, 28. 
Natural Man his Ignorance, 282, 283, 284. 
Nature does nothing in vain, 156. | 
Newſmongers, their Character, 335. 


Nobility a plauſible Pretence for Pride, 357. Con- 


futed, 360, 361, 362, 363, 364. 
Nobler to pardon than reſent, 154. 


O. 


Aths cenſured, 8 3. Savour of Levity and Pro - 
faneneſs, ibid. Cuſtomary, and uſed as Ex- 
pletives, 84. . 
Ob/cenity in Diſcourſe reprov'd, 82. Like Oil upon 
Linnen, 83. Implies Diſhoneſty of Heart, 1014. 
Old Age, the univerſal Wiſh, 413. The Evi Days 
mentioned by the Preacher, conjectur'd to mean 
Age, 414, A State of Weakneſs and Inſignifican- 
cy, 415. Not to be repin'd at, ibid. & 416. Its 
Inconveniences, 416, 417, 418, 419, 420. Its Ad- 
yantages, 420, 421, 422, Cc. Directions to make 
our latter End eaſy, 426, 427, Cc. To be afraid 
of growing old, is to be afraid of growing Wiſe, 


428. | 
| Oid 


| 1 NU D. AX; 
Old Friends beſt; 27. 


Oreftes and Pylades, hol Friendihip,. 94. 

Origin of Friendſhip conſider'd, go, 91. 

Otavay, his Faffier and Belvidera quoted, 256, 257 
ver- large Expences in Vanity cenſur'd, 63, 64. 


Over-rating our Sufficiency, common in Age, 418, 
Owid, his Remark on n 325. 


P Ageantry and She, but the Trappings of Gran- 


deur, 39. 
Paradiſe, inſupportable without Commerce, 72. 


 Phalaris, his Reproaf to Cleoftratus, 30g. 
 Phocion, his Wife an Example of Prudence, 69. 


Phocylides, his Definition of Love, 120. His Conju- 
gal Advice, 245. 

Plato, his Deſcription of the Adore Being, 213. 

Compares Human Life to a Game at Dice, 372, 

Pleaſure, Friends aim at; what, 87. Pleaſure and 
Recreation neceſſary, 183. Not to be made the 
chief Purſuit of Life, ibid. Only ſuch, when pur. 
ſued with Moderation, 185. 

Pliny, his Recommendation of Modeſty in a fine 

X —_— 354. His Remark on Human Deſires, | 


387. 
Pletarch, his Requiſites in F riendſhip, 89. go. His 
Chapter on the Differences of a Friend and Flat- 
. terer, 199. His Caution againit Intemperance, 
230. His Obſervation on Conjugal Precepts, 263. 
His Conjecture on Divine Juſtice, 299, His Ob- 
ſervation of the Tongue, 318. His Remark on 
the Pratler, 321. On Contentment, 380, Of liv- 
ing conceal'd. 396. | 
Poetry, Youth mult take care of being ſeduced by 
it, 36. May be inſtructed, by reading Poets 
as they ought, ibid. Poet, born ſuch, 37. 


Poetic 


ran- 


Fee eee Habit, eur dee, 594 


Private Revenge, 


I. N. D E X. 
Poetic Vein, not to be cheriſh'd in Youth, in Mr. 
Leck's Opinion, ibid. 
Politeneſs, its Character, $2. 
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be pernicious, 81. The Shadows of Things, 266. 
Term'd Winged by Homer, 3 270 

World link'd together by Love, 88. To be conſider'd 
as & Stage, 380. 
Werldy Men deſcrib'd, 274, 275. 

Wry Neck the Faſhion i in Alexaxder's Reign, 108. 


X. 


* Exocrates, his R 
| s afrai w doin — an ill Thing, 239. 
Xewophon's Saying of Self. Praiſe, 348. 


V. 


Y Outh ondifciplin'd, fond of affuming the fine 
Gentleman, 20. His Character, 21, 22. Int» 
tiated in Love and Gallantry, 115. 


Ze | 


2 Euxis, his Excuſe for his ſlow Painting, 87. 
Zeno, his Reply on the Loſs of all his 1 


379. 


y to an obſcene Queſtion, 83. 
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